
BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


tn the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. ·MF-2 007 -384 

SHARON L. ELAM OAH No. L-2005 060335 
2880 Santa Maria Way #D-10 
Santa MariE!, CA 93445 

Marriage and Family Therapist 

License No. MFC 32741 


Respondent. . 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby adopted by the 

Board ofBehavioral Sciences, as its Decision in this matter. 

This Decision shall become effective on November 20; 2009 

Ids so ORDERED October· 21, 2009 

FOR THE BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Attorney' General 
of the State of California . 

GREGORY 1. SALUTE 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

DESIREE TULLENERS, State Bar No. 157464 
Deputy Attorney General 

California Department of Justice 
300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Telephone: (213) 897-2578 
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 

Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. MF-2007-384 

SHARON L. ELAM OAR No. L-2009020862 
2880 Santa Maria Way #D-10 
Santa Maria, CA 93445 STIPULATED SURRENDER OF 

LICENSE AND ORDER 
Marriage and Family Therapist 
License No. MFC 32741 

Respondent. 

. IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND A GREED by and between the parties in this· 

proceeding that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES 

1.. Paul Riches (Complainant) is the Executive Officer of the Board of 

Behavioral Sciences (Board), Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California. He brought 

this action solely in his official capacity, and is represented in this matter by Edmund G. Brown 

Jr., Attorney General of the State of California, by Desiree Tulleners, Deputy Attorney General. 

2. Sharon Elam (Respondent) is represented in this proceeding by attorney 

O. Brandt Caudill, Jr., whose address is Callahan, McCune & Willis, 111 Fashion Lane 

Tustin, CA 92780. 

3. On or about November 14,1995, theB9ard of Behavioral Sciences issued 

Marriage and Family Therapist License No. MFC 32741 to Respondent. The License was in full 
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force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. MF-2007-384, and 

will expire on December 31, 2010, unless renewed. 

JURISDICTION 

4. Accusation No. MF-2007-384 was filed before the Board, and is currently 

pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were 

properly served on Respondent on October 28, 2008. Respondent timely filed her Notice of 

Defense contesting the Accusation. A copy of Accusation No. MF-2007-384 is attached as 

Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

5. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and 

understands the charges and allegations in Accusation No. MF-2007-384. Respondent also has 

carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated 

Surrender of License and Order. 

6. Respondent is fully aware ofher legal rights in this matter, including the 

right to a hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to be represented by 

counsel, at her own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her; 

the right to present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to the issuance of 

subpoenas to compel the attendance ofwitnesses and the production of documents; the right to 

reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the 

California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

7. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up 

each and every right set forth above. 

STIPULATIONS 

8. Respondent makes no present admissions to the charges and allegations in 

Accusation No. MF-2007-384, but she understands that the charges and allegations in Accusation 

No. MF-2007-384, if proven at a hearing, constitute cause for imposing discipline upon her 

Marriage and Family Therapist License. 

III 
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1 9. For the purpose of resolving the Accusation without the expense and 

uncertainty of further proceedings, Respondent agrees that, at a hearing, Complainant could 

establish a factual basis for the charges in the Accusation and that those charges constitute cause 

for discipline. Respondent hereby gives up her right to contest that cause for discipline exists 

based on those charges. 

10. The admissions made in this stipulation are made solely for the purpose of· 

resolving the charges in the Accusation, and may not be used in any other legal proceedings, 

actions or forums, except as provided in the stipulation. 


11. Respondent fully· understands that when the Board adopts this stipulation, 

Respondent will no longer be permitted to practice asa Marriage and Family Therapist in the 

State of California. Respondent further understands that the surrender ofher license, upon 

adoption, shall be considered to be a disciplinary action, and shall become a partpfRespondent's 

!icense history. 


12. Respondent further agrees that with the adoption by the Board of her 

license surrender, Respondent may not petition the Board for reinstatement ofthe surrendered 

license. 


13. Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation, she enables the 

Board to accept the surrender ofher Marriage and Family Therapist License without further 

process. 

CONTINGENCY 

14. The parties understand and agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated 

Surrender of License and Order, including facsimile signatUres thereto, shall have the same force 

and effect as the originals. 

15. The admissions made in this stipulation shall have no legal effect in whole 

or in part ifthe Board does not adopt the stipulation as jts Decision and Order. 

16. In consideration of the foregoing stipulations, the parties agree that the 

Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following Order: 
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1 ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Marriage and Family Therapist License No. MFC 

32741, issued to Respondent Sharon Elam is surrendered and accepted by the Board. 


17. The surrender of Respondent's Marriage and Family Therapist License and 

the acceptance of the surrendered license by the Board shall constitute the imposition of 


discipline against Respondent. This stipulation constitutes a record of the discipline and shall 

become a part of Respondent's license history with the Board .. 

18. Respondent shall lose all rights and privileges as a Marriage and Family 

Therapist in California as of the effective date of the Board's Decision and Order. 

19. Respondent shall cause to be delivered to the Board both her wall and 

renewal license certificates on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order. 

20. Respondent understands and agrees that if she ever applie.~.for licensure in 
\ 

the State of California, the Board shall treat it as a new application for licensure. Respondent 
. . 

must meet all current requirements forJicensure including, but not limited to, filing it current 

application, meeting all current educational requirements, and taking and passing any and all 

examinations required of new applicants. 

21. Should Respondent ever apply or reapply for a new license or certification, 

. or petition for reinstatement of a license, by any other heath care licensing agency in the State of 

California, all of the charges and allegations contained in Accusation No. MF-2007-384 shall be 

deemed to be true, correct, and admitted by Respondent for the purpose of any Statement of 

Issues or any other proceeding seeking to deny or restrict licensure. 

22. Respondent has no present obligation to pay the Board its costs of 

investigation and enforcement. Should Respondent apply for a new license, she shall pay the 

Board the amount of$3,691.75, prior to issuance of the new license. 

ACCEPTANCE 

I have carefully read the above Stipulated Surrender of License and Order and 

have fully discussed it with my attorney, O. Brandt Caudill, Jr. I understand the stipulation and 

the effect it will have on my Marriage and Family Therapist License. I enter into this Stipulated 
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Surrender ofLice:nae mtd Ordervoluntmily. knowingly. urul intdligcntly, and agree to 'be bound 
.' . 

by the Decision an~ Order of the Board. 

DATED: . U - 5;- 04 

Sharon Elam ' 
Respondent: 

." 

1 have read nnd folly diScussed with ~ondent Sharon Blamthe torm~ and 

COnditiOIlll ~d other matters con1nined in this Stipulated Surrender ofLiceme IIIld Order. 

1approve its form and content. 

DATED: .(0 t<&( Vl. 

: I 


INDORSEMENT. 

The foregoing Stipulated ~ofLicense and Order is heleby respectfully 

submitted for coDroderatlOll by the Boanl. 

DA'FED: ___.!..-___----' 

BDMUND G. BROWN .JR., AttOJ;n.ey General 
of the State ofCalifamja 

DESIltBB'l'ULLENER:S 
Deputy Attorney General 

Attorneys for ComplainaDt 
.... 

B1lpu1ation.wpd 
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Surrender of License and Order voluntarily, lrnowingly,and intelligently, and agree to be bound 


by the Decision and Order of the Board. 


DATED: __~______________ 


Sharon Elam 
Respondent 

. I have read and fully discussed with Respondent Sharon Elam the tenns and 

conditions and other matters cOIitained in this Stipulated Surrender of License arid Order. 

I approve its fonn and content. 

DATED: __________ 

O. BRANDT CAUDILL, JR. 

Attorney for Respondent . 


ENDORSEMENT 

. The foregoing Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby respectfully 

submitted for consideration by the Board. 

DATED: ---,7~---,7,------",()~;J,------
ED VND O. BROWN JR., Attorney Oen 
ofthState of California 

) 

) 

Attorneys for Complainant 
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Exhibit A 


Accusation No. MF-2007-384 
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EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Attorney General 
of the State of California 

GREGORY J. SALUTE 
.Supervising.Deputy·Attorney·General 

DESIREE TULLENERS, State Bar No. 157464 
Deputy Attorney General 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Telephone: (213)897-2578 .' 
Facsimile: {213) 897-2804. 

Attorneys for Complainant 

.BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CQNSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. MF-2p07-384 

SHARON LOY ELAM STATEMENT TO RESPONDENT 

. - Respondent. [Gov. Code §§ 11504, I1p05(b)] . 

TO RESPONDENT: 

. Enclosed is a copy. of the Accusation that has been filed with the Board of 

Behavioral Sciences of the Department of Consumer Affairs (Board); and which is hereby served 

on you .. 

Unless a written request fora hearIng signed by you oro em your behalf is delivered 

or mailed to the Board, represented oby Deputy Attorney Geneni.l Desiree Tulieners, within fifteen 

(15) days after a copy of the Acc~sation was personally served on you .or mailed to you, you will 

be d~eII).ed 
o 

to have waived 
0 

your 
, 
right to a hearing in this matter and the 

'.
Board may proceed upon 

the Accusation without a hearing and may take· action thereon as provided by law. 0 

. . 
The r~quest for hearing may be made by delivering or mailing one of the enclosed 

forms entitled "Notice ofDefen~~," or by delivering or mailing a Notice ofPef~nse as provided 
\ 

in section H506 ofthe Govenlinent Code, to: 

Ill· 
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Desiree Tulleners 

Deputy Attorney General 

Ronald Reagan Building 

300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702 

Los Angeles, CA 90013. 


You may, but need not, be represented by counsel at any or all stages of these , 

proceedings. 

The enclosed Notice ofDefense, if signed and filed with the Board, shall be 

deemed a specific denial of all parts of the Accusation, but you will not be permitted to raise' any 

objection to the fonn ofthe Accusation unless you file a further Notice ofDefense as provided in 

secti6irl1506 ofthe Government Code within fifteen (15) days after servic~ ofthe Accusation 

on you. 

Ifyou file any Notice of Defense within the time pennitted, a hearing will be held 

on the charges made in the Accusation. ' 

The hearing may 
, 
be postponed for good cause. 

( 
Ifyou 'have good pause, you are 

obliged to notify the Office ofAdministrative Hearings, 320 West Fourth Street, Suite 630, Los 

Angeles,CA90013, within ten (10) working days after you discover the good cause. Failure to 

notify the Office ofAdministrative Hearings within ten (10) days will deprive you of a ' 

postponement. ' 

Copies of sections 11507.5, 11507.6, and i 1507.7 of the Goverilln~nt Code are 

enclosed. ' 

Ifyou desire the names and addresses ofwitne'sses or an opportunity to inspect 

and copy the items mentioned in section 11507.6 ofthe Govei-nment Code in the possession, 

custody or control of the Board you may send a Request for Discovery to the above designated 

Deputy Attorney General. ' 

NOTICE REGARDING STIPULATED SETTLEMENTS 

It may be possible to avoid the time, expense and uncertainties involved in an 

administrative hearing by disposing of this matter through a stipulated settlement. A stipulated 


 settlement is a binding written agreement between you and the government regarding the matters 

charged and the discipline to be imposed. Such a stipulation would have to be approved by the 
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. . 
Board ofBehavioral Sciences but, once approved, it would be incorporated into a final order. 

Any stipulation must be consistent with the Board's established di~ciplinary 

 guidelines; however, all matters in mitigation or aggravation will be considered. A copy of the 

Board's Disciplinary Guidelines will be provided to you on your written request to the state 

,agency bringing this action .. , 

Ifyou are interested in pursuing this alternative to a formal administnitive hearing, 

·or ifyoll have any questions, you ot your attorney should contact Deputy Attorney General 

Desiree Tulleners at the' earliest opportunity; 

DATED: 2~D?~ c;(oo8 
EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Attorney General 
of the State of California 

, GREGORYJ. SALUTE 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

Attorneys for Complainant 
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EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Attorney General 
of the State of California . 

GREGORY J. SALUTE 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

DESIREE TULLENERS, State Bar No~ 157464 
Deputy Attorney General 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Telephone: (213) 897-2578 
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 

Attorneys for Complainant 

.BEFORETHE 

BOARD. OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter ofthe Accusation Against: Case No. MF-2007-384 

SHARON L. ELAM ACCUSATION 
2880 SantaMaria Way#D-I0 
SantaMaria, CA 93445 

Marriage and Family Therapist 
License No. MFC 32741 

Respondent. 

Cornpiainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

Paul Riches (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in his official 

capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board ofBehavioral Sciences, Department of Consumer 

Affairs. 

2. On or about November 14, 1995, the Board ofBehavioral Sciences issued 

Marriage and Family TherapistLicense No. MFC 32741 to Sharon L. E1,am (Respondent). The 

Marriage and Family Therapist License wUl expire on I?ecember 31, 2008, unless renewed. 

JURISDICTION 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board ofBehavioral Sciences 

(Board), Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. All section 

references are to the Business and Professions Codeunlessotheiwise indicated. 
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4. Section 4982 states: 

"The board may refuse to issue any registration or license, or may suspend or 

revoke the license or registration of any registrant or licensee ifthe applicant, licensee, or 

registrant has been guilty of unprofessional conduct. Unprofessional condllCt shall inc'Iude, but 

not be limited to: 

(d) Gross negligence or incompetence in the perfonnance ofmarriage 

and family therapy. 

(e) Violating, attempting to violate, or conspiring to violate any ofthe provisions 

of this chapter or any regulation adopted by the board. 

(i) Intentionally or recklessly causing physical or emotional harm ,to any client. 

(j) The commission of any dishonest, corrupt, or fraudulent act substantially 

related to the qualifications, function or duties of a licensee or registrant. 

(m) Failure to maintain confidentiality ...." 

5. Section 118(b) of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the expiration 

of a licerise shall not deprive the Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary action 

during the period within which the license may be renewed, restored, reissued or reinstated. 

Under section 4984.1 ofthe Code, the Board may renew an expired license at any time within 

three years after its expiration. 

6. Section 125 .3 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may 

III 
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FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Gross Negligence) 

7. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 4982 on the 

grounds of unprofessional conduct ,as defined in section 4982, subdivision (d) bfthe Code in that 

Respondent was guilty of gross negligence or incompetence in the following respects: 

a. Responderit served as a group and individmi.l counselor provider i~ a 


Batterer's Intervention Program. Client D.R. w~s in therapy with Respondent on referral ofthe 

Santa'Barbara County Probation Department from on or about September 23,2003, to November 

11, 2004, when D.R. was discharged from the program du~ to allegedly re-offending. 


b. On or about November 4, 2004, D.R. 's wife made a second domestic 



,violence complaint against her husband, D.R. During the investigation of the complaint, D.R. 's 

wife informed a sheriffs deputy that D.R. had a personal relationship with R~spondentwhich 


included out-of-session social contacts, visits to their home, attending their daughter's basketball 

gaines and bringingD.R.·foodat work. 


c. D.R. stayed at Respondent's home the night ofNovember 4,2004, 



 following the domestic violence incident with his wife. 


d. On or about November 5, 2004, D.R. was arrested. 

e. Ina recorded call between Respondent and D.R.at the j ail on or about the 

night ofp.R.'s arrest, Respondent offered to post bail for D.R. 'In that phone call, D.E.. stated 

t~at the bail was too much,. and Respondent stated "We can do that. .. I can do that." 

f. ReSpOl:ldent visited D.R. when he was in j ail. Respondent informed a 

sheriff s deputy at the j ail that she was D.R.' s counselor. D.R. posted bail without Respondent's 

help. 

g. Following D.R. 's release from j ail, Respondent took D.R. to her home 

where he stayed until the morning ,of November 8, 2004. 

h. On or about November 9~ 2004, during an interview with a sheriffs 

deputy, D.R.confirmedthat he'had a'social relationship witlIResportdent.· 
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1. During the November 9, 2004 interyiew, D.R. alleged that Respondent 

used her position as his Intervention Program counselor to his legalbenefit. D.R. alleged that 

when he missed timely preparing his monthly probation reports as required by the court that 

Respondent could oven-ide the probation officer's authority. D.R. alleged that Respondent 
, , 

prepared a report which lifted a "No Contact" order from a prior conviction, and that Respondent 

told D.R. that if anything ever happened to D.R. and his wife, D.R. could move in with her. 

J. Between on or about November 4,2004 and N~vember 8, 2004, 


Respondent took D.R. to her home where he shoy.rered, changed clothes, ate, and slept on several 

occasions. :Respondent cooked for D.R., and watched over him while he slept day and riight, 

believing he was at risk for suicide. Respondent took awayD.R. 's car keys because she believed 

he was "extremely 
, 

suicidal". Respondent's progress notes for D.R. indicate depression 
, 

and . 
recun-ent suicidal ideation but there is nn formal suicide risk assessment. There is po therapeutic 

follow-up, no refen-al for psychiatric evaluation or individual work therapy contemplated ,other 

than D~R. 's continuation in the intervention group. 


k. Respondent engaged in an inappropriate personal relationship with D.R. 

which included, but was not limited to, calling D.R. 's daughter for him, shopping for food he' 


especially liked, entertaining his friend and performing around the clock "therapy". 

1. Respondent prayed over D.R. while he was sleeping. Respondent prayed 

with D.R. before his court appearance. Re'spondertt "fasted" and prayed for D.R. several days in a 

row. There are entries in Respondent's summary oftreatment notes for D.R. which detail her 


,personal relationship and activities with D.R. Many treatment dates noted are not billed. 


m. On or about January 2005, Respondent was terminated as a provider for 


the Batterer'-s Intervention Program. 


n. Respondent failed to maintain professional boundaries and appropriate 

behavior in a counseling relationship with D.R. Respondent improperly engaged in a dual " 


relationship with D.R. Respondent failed to establish reasonable boundaries by, among other 


things, having n.R : stay at hei,hO:rne. Respondellt's-beliaviottowatdsD.R. was inappropriate 
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< , ). 

and non-therapeutic, and ro~e to the level of an extreme departure from the standard ofpractice. '.

Respondent demonstrated acts of gross negligence in her treatment ofD.R.

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Causing Emotional Harm) 

8. Respondent is subject' to disciplinary action under section 4982 on the

grounds of unprofessional conduct as defined in section 4982, subdivision (i) of the Code in that 

Respondent willfully caused emotional harm to D.R. The circumstances are as follows: 

a. Between on or about September 23; 2003, and ort or about, November 8, 

2004, during therapy sessions and outside of the therapeutic setting, Respondent engaged in a 

personal relationship with D .R. as set forth in paragraph 7 above, causing damage to D ~R.'s . 

emotional and/or mental state. 

THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Commission o/Dishonest or Fraudulent Act) 

9. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 4982 onthe 

grounds of unprofessional conduct as defined in section 4982, subdivisions (e) and (j), ofthe 

Code, in that Respondent filed legal reports based on other than her professional judgment as set 

forth in paragraph 7 above . 

FIFTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Failure to Maintain Confidentiality o/Client) 

10. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under secti.on 4982 on the 

grounds ofunprofessional conduct as defined in section 4982, subdivision (m), ofthe Code, in 

that Respondent failed to maintain the confidentiality ofD.R., as set forth in paragraph 7 above. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein 

alleged, and that following the hearing, the Board of Behavioral Sciences issue a decision: 

1. . Revoking or suspending Marriage and Family Therapist License No. 

MFC .32741 issued to Sharoi1L. Ehim;
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2. Ordering Sharon L. Elam to pay the Board 'ofBehavioral Sciences the 

reasonable costs ofthe investIgation and enforcement ofthis case, pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 125.3; and, 

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: ,October 3, 2008 


~~ 
~~ 

Executive Officer 
Board ofBehavioral Sciences 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California . 
Complainant 
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BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE.OF CALIFORNIA 

Iri the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. MF-2007-384 

 SHARON LOY ELAM NOTICE OF DEF·ENSE 

Respondent. [Gov. ~ode §§ 11505 and 11506] 

. I, the undersigned Respondent in the above-entitled proceeding, hereby acknowledge receipt of a 
. copy"ofthe Accusation; Statement to Respondent; Government Code sections 11507.5, 11507.6 and 
11507.7, Complainant's Request for Discovery; and two copies ofa Notice ofD~fense. 

I hereby request a hearing to p.ermit me to present iny defense to the charges contained in the 
Accusation. 

DATED: ____~___________ 

Respondent's Name 

Respondent's Signature 

Respondent's Mailing Address 

City, State and Zip· Code 

Respon<;lent's Telephone Numb~r 

.Check appropriate box: 

o 	 I am represented by counsel, whose name, address andtdephorte number appear below: 

Counsel's Name 

. Counsel's Mailing Address 


City, State and Zip Code . 


Counsel's Telephone Number 


01 am not now represented by counseL If and when counsel is retained, immediate notification of 
the attorney' sname, address and telephone number will be filed with the Office of 
Administrative Hearing and a copy sent to cop.nsel for Complainant so that counsel will b.e on . 
record to receive legal notices, pleadings and other ,papers . 

. The .agencytaking the action described in the Accusation may have formulated guidelines to 
assist the administrative law Judge iI?- reaching an appropriate penalty. You may obtain a copy of the 
guidelines by requesting . 	 them from 

. 
the agency in writing.
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BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER A-FFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter ofthe Accusation Against: Case No. MF-2007-384 

, SHARON LOY ELAM NOTICE OF DEFENSE 

Respondent. " [Gov. Code §§ 11505 and 11506J 

. I, the undersigned Respondent in the above-entitled proceeding, hereby acknowledge receipt of a 
, copy of the Accusation; Statement to Respondent; Goverru:IJ.ent Code sections 11507.5, 11507.6 and 

115'07.7, Complainant's Request for Discovery; and two copies of a ,Notice ofDefense. 

I hereby request a hearing to permit me to present my defense to th~ charges contained in the 

Accusation. 


DATED: __~________~~_ 


Respondent's N a.me 


Respondent's SIgnature 


Respondent's Mailing Address ' 

City, State and Zip COde 

Respondent's Telephone Number 

.Check appropriat~ box: 

o I am represented by counsel, whose harne, address and telephone number appear below: 

Counsel's N arne ' 

Counsel's Mailing Address 

City, State and Zip Code 

Counsel's Telephone Number 
;. 

tJ I am not now represented by counsel. If and when .counsel is retained, immediate notification of 
the attorney's name, "address and telephone number will be filed with the Office of 
Administrative Hearing and a copy sent to counselfor Complainant so that counsel will be on 
record to receive legal notices, pleadings and other papers. 

The agency taking the action described in the Accus~tl0n may have formulated guidelines to 
assist the administrative lawjudge in reaching an "appropriate penalty. You may obtain a copy of the 
guidelines by requesting them from the agency in writing. 
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COpy OF GOVERNMENT CODE SECTIONS 11507.5,11507.6 AND 11507.7 

PROVIDED PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTIONS 11504 AND 11505 


SECTION 11507.5: Exclusivity of discovery provisions 

The provisions of Section 11507.6 provide the exclusive right to and method of discovery as to 
any proceeding governed bythis, chapter. 

SECTION 11507.6: Request for discovery, 

After iJ;liti.ation of a proceeding in which a respondent or other party.is entitled toa hearing on 
the merits, a party, upon written request made to another party, prior to the hearing an'd,within 30 
days after service by the agency of the initial pleading or within 15 days after the service of an 
additional pleading, is entitledto (1) obtain the names and addresses of witnesses :to the extent 

,known to the other party, including, but not limited to, those intended to be calledto testify at the 
hearing, and (2) inspect and make a copy of any of the following in the possession or custody or 
underthe control of the other party: ' " 

(a) A statement of a person, other than the respondent, na~ed in the initial administrative 

pleading, or in any additional pleading, when it is claimed that the act or oJJ:?-ission of the 

respondent as to this person is the basis for the administrative proceeding; 


'.. (b) A statement pertaining to the subj ect matte! of the proceeding made 'by any party to 

another party or person; 


(c) Statements of witnesses then proposed to be called by the party and of other persons ' 

having personal knowledge of the acts, omissions or events which are the basIs for the 

proceeding, not included in (a) or (b) above; 

, . (d) All writings, including, but not limited to, reports ofmental,physical and bldod 

examinations and' things which the party then proposes to ,offer in evidence; 


(e) Any other writing or thing which is relevant and which wopld be admissible in 

evidence; , , 


(f) Investigative reports madebyor.onbehalf.ofthe agency or other party pertliiniqgtoth,e _ 
subject matter ofthe proceeding,. to the extent that these reports (1)' contain the names and . 
addresses of witnesses or ofpersons having personal knowledge of the acts, omissiol1:s or events 
which are the basis for the proceeding, or (2) reflect matters perceived by the investigator in the 
course ofhis or her investigation; or (3) contain or include by attachment any statement or 
writing described in (a) to (e), inclusive, or summary thereof.. 

For the purpose ofthis section, "statements" include written statements by ~he person signed 
. or otherwise authenticated by him or her, stenographic, mechanical, el~ctrical or other 
recordings, 'or transcripts thereof, of oral statements by the persol)., and written reports or 
summaries ofthese oral statements. ' 

Nothing in this section shall authorize the inspection or copying of any writing or thing 
which is privileged from disclosure by law or otherWise made confidential ot protected as the 
Cl.ttorn~~'s work product. ' , 

1 'I 
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SECTION 11507.7: Petition to compel discovery; Order; Sanctions 

(a) Any party claiming, the party's request for discovery pursuant to Section 11507.6 has not 
been complied with may serve and file with the administrative law judge a motion to compel 
discovery, naming as, respondent the party refusing or failing to comply with Section '11507.6. 

, The motion shall state facts showing the respondent party failed or refused to comply with 
Section 11507.6, a description ofthe matters sought to be discovered, the reason or reasons why 
the matter is discov~rableunder that section, that a reasonable and good faith attempt to contact 
tl;1e respondent for an informal resolution of the issue has been made, and the ground 'or grounds 
of respondent's refusal soJar as known to the moving party. 

, (b) The motion shall be served upon respondent party and filed within 15 days after the " 
respondent PCl;rty ,first evidenced failure or refusal to comply with Section 11507.6 or within 30 
days after request was t;lade :and the party has failed to reply to the request, or within another ' 
ti~e provided by stipulation, whichever period is longer. I 

(c)'The hearing on the IrlOtion to compel,discovery shall be held within 15 days after the 
motion is made, or a later time that the 'administrative law judge may on the judge's own motion 
for good cause determine. The respondent party shall have the right to serve and file a written 
answer or Qther response to the motion before or at the time of the hearing. ' 

(d) Where the matter sought to be discovered is under th~,custody or control of the 

respondent party and the respondent party assert;s that the ~atter is not a discoverable matter 

under the provisions 'of Section 11507.6, or is privileged against disclosure under those 

provisions, the administrative law judge may order lodged with it matters 'provided in 


, ' subdivision (b) ofSe~tion 915 of the Evidence Code and examinethe matters in accordance with 
its provisions. 	

• • I • • 

, 
(e) The administrative law judge shall decide the case on the matters examined in camera, 

the papers filed by the parties, and such oral argument and additional evidence as the, ' 
administrative law judge may allow . .

(f) Unless otherwise stipulated by the parties, the administrative law judge shall no later 
than 15 days after the hearing make its order denying or granting the motion. The order shall be 
in writing settirig forth the matters the moving party is entitled to discover under Section, 

'" 	 ,11507.Q;A-copyofthe order shall forthwith be served by mail ,1?y the ~dministratiYelawjudge 
upon the parties. Where the order grap.ts the motion in whole or in part, the order shall not 
become effective until 10 days after the date the order is served. Where the order deniesreliefto 
the moving party; the order shall be effective on the date it is served. 

*********** 
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EDMUND G: BROWN JR., Attorney Ge:peral 
of the State of California " 

GREGORY J. SALUTE 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

DESIREE TULLENERS, State Bar No. 157464 
Deputy Attorney General 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 ' 
Telephone: (213) 897-2578 
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 

Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFOREl'HE 

BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the 1y1atter ofthe Accusation Against: .Case No. MF-2007-384 

SHARON LOY ELAM REQUEST FOR DISCOVERY 

[Gov."Code § 11507.6] 

Under section 11507.6 ofthe ·Government Code ofthe State of California; parties 

to an administrative hearing, including theComplain~nt, are entitled to certain information 

concerning the opposing party's case. A copy of the provisions of section 11507.6 of the 

Government Code concerning'such rights is incl~~ed an'1o~g'the papers served .. 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 11507.6 OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE, YOU 

ARE HEREBY REQUESTED TO: 

1. Provide the names and addresses of witnesses to the.extent known to the 

Respondent, including, but not limited. to, those intended to be called to testify at the hearing, and 

. 2. Provide an opportunity for the Complainant to inspect and make a copy of any of . 

the following in the possession or custody or under control 'of the Respondent: ' 

a. A statement of a person, other than the Respondent, named in the initial 

administrative pleading, or in any additional pleading, when it is claimed that the act or 

1 
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omission of the Respondent as to this person is the, basis for .the administrative 

proceecl,ing; 

b. A statement pertaining to the subject matter ofthe proceeding made by· any 

party to another party or persons; 

c. Statements of witnesses then proposed to be called by the Respondent and 

of other persons having personal knowledge of the acts, omissions or events which are the 

basis for the proceeding, not included in (a) or (b) above; 

d. Allwritings,jncluding but not limited to reports ofmental, physical and 

blood examinations and things which the Respondent now proposes to of~er in evidence;' , 

e. Any other writing or thing which is relevant'and which 'Yould be 

admissible in evidence, includjng but not limited t6" any pati'ent or hospital n~c~rds 

pertaining to the pers~ns named in the pleading; 

f.' Investigative reports mi:l-de by or on behalf of the Respondent pertaining to 

the subjectmatter of the proceeding; to the extent that these reports (1) contain the names 

and addresses of witnesses or ofpersons having personal knowle~ge of the acts, 

omissions or events which are the basis for the proceeding, or (2) reflect matters 

perceiv.ed by the investigator in the course ofhis or her investigation, or (3) contain or 

.include by attachment any statement or writing described in (a) to (e), inclusive, or ' 

summary thereof. 

,For the purpose of this Request for Discovery,·"statements" include written 

statements by the person, signed, or otherwise authenticated by him or her, stenographic, 

mechanical, electrical or other recordings, or transcripts thereof, of oral statements by the person, 

and written reports or summaries ofthese oral statements. 

YOU ARE HEREBY FURTHER NOTIFIED that nothing in this Request for 

Discovery should be deemed to authorize the inspection 'Or copying ofany writing or thing which 

is pnvileged from disclosure by law or otherwise made confidential or protected as attorney's 
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. . 
30 days after service ofthe Accusation. 

Faihire without substantial justification to comply with this Request for Discovery . 

may subj ect the Respondent to sanctions pursuant to sections 11507. 7 an~ 11455.10 to 1145530 

of the Govermnent Code. . 

.DATED:· l2ct:dJUj c2 7) d.-() OCS 
EDMUND G. BROWNJR., Attorney General 
of the State of California 

GREGORY J. SALUTE 
Su teFVising Deputy Attorney General 

. ( 

. . 
Attorneys for Complainant 
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DECLARATION OF SERVICE BY CERTIFIED MAIL AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 
(Separate Mailings) 

Case Name: SHARON LOY ELAM 

No.: MF-2007-384 

I declare: 

. I am employed in the Office ofthe Attorney Gen~ral, which is the office of a member of the 
California State Bar at which member's direction this service is made. I am 18 years ofage:or 
older and not a party to this matter. I am familiar with the business practice at the Office of the 

.Attorney General for collection and processing of correspondence for'mailing with the United 
States Postal Service. In accordance with,that practice, correspondence placed in the internal 
mail collection system at the Office of the Attorney General is deposited with the United States 
Postal Service that same day in .the ordinary course ofbusiness. 

On October~, 2'008, I served the attached STATEMENT TO RESPONDENT, 
ACCUSATION, GOVERNMENT CODE SECTIONS 11507.5,11507.6, 11507.7, NOTICE 
OF DEFENSE in duplicate, and REQUEST FOR DISCOVERYby placing a true copy . 
thereof enclosed 'in a sealed. envelope as certified mail with postage thereon fully prepaid and . 
return receipt requested, and another true copy of the STATEMENT TO RESPONDENT, 
ACCUSATION, GOVERNMENT CODE SECTIONS 11507~5, 11507;6, 11507.7, NOTICE 
.oF DEFENSE in duplicate, and REQUEST FOR DISCOVERY was enclosed in a second 
sealed envelope as first class mail with postage thereon fully prepaid, in the internal mail . 
collection system at the Office ofthe Attorney General at 300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702, 
Los Angeles, CA 90013, addressed as follows: 

Sharon L.oy Elam Certified Number 
2880 Santa Maria Way #D-~O 7001 0360 0003 2708 6982 
Sarita Maria, CA 93445 

I declare under penalty ofperjury under the laws of the State of C~lifornia the foregoing is true 
and correct and that this declaration was executed on October ~, 2008, at Los Angeles, . . 
California... 

T.eresa Sutton 
Declarant . Signature 
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