
BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BEllAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accus?-ticin Against: 
Case No. MF-2008-636 

JUDITH LYNN MARX 
45 Laurel Drive OAH No. 2009060838 
Cannel Valley, CA 93924 
Marriage and Family Therapist License No. 
MFC 41189 

Respondent. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Surrender of LiceJise and Order is hereby adopted by the Board of 

Behavioral Sciences, Department of Consum~r Affairs, as its Decision in this matter .. 

This Decision.shall become effective on Apr; 1 23 j 2 a1 0 

It is so ORDEREQ March 24 , 201 0 
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FOR THE BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
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EDMUND G. BROWN JR. 
Attorney General of California 

 FRANK H. PACOE 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

 JONATHAN D. COOPER 
Deputy Attorney General 

 State Bar No. 141461 
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000 

 San Francisco, CA 94102-7004 
Telephone: (415) 703-1404 
Facsimile: (415) 703-5480 

Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE' 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 
Case No. MF-2008-636 

JUDITH LYNN MARX 
45 Laurel Drive OAH No. 2009060838 
Carmel Valley, CA 93924 
Marriage and Family Therapist License No. STIPULATED SURRENDER OF 
MFC 41189 LICENSE AND ORDER 

Respondent.

0 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties in this 

proceeding that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES 

1. Paul Riches (Complainant) was the Executiv~ Officer of the Board ofBehavioral 

Sciences when he brought this actio!). solely in his official capacity. Kim Madsen is now the 
/ 

Executive ,Officer. She is represented in this matter byEdmund G, Brown Jr., Attorney General 

of the State of California, by Jonathan D. Cooper, Deputy Attorney General. 

2. On or about November 2,2004, the Board of Behavioral Sciences issued Marriage 

and Family Therapist License Number lv.[FC 41189 to Judith Lyml MarX' (Respondent). The 

Marriage and Family Therapist License was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the 

charges brought herein and will expire on May 31, 2010, unless renewed. 
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JURISDICTION 

3, Accusation No, MF-2008-636 was filed before the Board of Behavioral Sciences 

(Board), Department of Consumer Affairs, and is currently pending ngainst Respondent. The 

Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were properly served on Respondent on 

May 12, 2009, Respondent timely filed her Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation, First 

Amended Accusation No, MF-2008-636 was filed on November 12, 2009, A copy ofFirst 

Amended Accusation No, MF-2008-636 is attached as exhl~it A and incorporated herein by 

reference, 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

1, Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the 

charges and allegations in First Amended Accusation No, MF-200S-636. Respondent also has 

carefu~ly read, fully discussed with counsel, .and U!l.derstands the effects of this Stipulated ' 

Surrender ofLicense and Order, 

4, Respondent is fLllly aware ofher legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the charges and·allegations in the Accusation; the right to be represented by counsel at 

her own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her; the right to 

present evidence and to testify.on her own behalf; the right to the issuance of subpoenas to 

co:rnpelthe attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right to reconsideration 
I 

and court review of an adv~rse decision; and all other rights accorded by the California . 

Administrat~ve Procedure Act and other applicable laws, . 

5, Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and 

every right set forth above, 

CULPABILITY 

6. Admissions made in this stipulat~on are made solely for the :purpose of resolving the 

charges in the p~nding Accusation, and may not be used in any other legal proceedings, actions or 

fonns, except as provided in the stipUlation. 

7, The admissions made in this stipulation shall have no legal effect in whole or in part 

if the Board does not adopt the stipulation as its ~ecision and order. . 
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1 8. Respondent understands and agrees that the charges and allegations in First Amended 

 Accusation No. MF-2008-636, if proven at a hearing, constitute cause for imposing discipline 

 upon her license. 

 9. For the purpose of resolving the First Amended Accusation without the expense and 

 uncertainty of further proceedings, Respondent hereby gives up her right to contest ,those charges. 

10. Respondent agrees that her license is subject to disciplirie and she agrees,to be pound 

by the Board ofBehavioral S~iences,(Board)'s imposition of discipline as set forth in the 

 Disciplinary Order below. 

11. Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation she ,enables the Board to issue 

an order accepting the surrender ofher Marriage and Family Therapist license without further 

process. 

12. Respondent fully understands that when the Board adopts the surrender of 
r 

Respondent's license, Respondent will no longer be permitteq to praotice as a Marriage and 

Family Therapist in California. Respondent further,understands that the license surrender, upon 

adoption, shall b~ considered'to be a disciplinary act~on and sh~ll become a part ofResp0ndent's 

license history with the Board. 

2. The Respondent further agrees that with the adoption by the Board ofher license 

surrender, Respondent may not petition the Board for reinstatement of the surrendered license. 

CONTINGENCY 

13.Tms stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board of Behavioral Sciences. 
" 

Respondent und~rstands and agrees that coUnsel for Complainant and the staff o'fthe Board of 

Behavioral Sciences,may communicate directly with the Board regardirig this stipulation and 

settlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent or her counsel. By signing the 

stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek 

to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails 

to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Surrender of License and Order 

shall be oino foree or effect, except for this paragraph, itshall be inadmissible in any legal action 

between the parties, and, the Board shall notbe disqualified from further action by having 
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considered tbis matter. 

14. The, parnes understand and agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated Surrender of 

' License and Order, :including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the sam~ force and effect as 

the originals. 

15. This Stipulated Surrender ofLicense and Orderis :intended by the parties to be an 

int~grated writing representing the complete, f~a1, and exclusive embodiment of their agreement. 

 It supersedes any and all prior or contempora:q.eous agreements, underst?Uld:ings, discussioIl;s, 

negotiations, and commitments (written or oral). This Stipulated Surrender ofLicens'e and Order, 

may not be altered, amended, modified, supplemented, or otherwi~e changed except by a writing 

executed by an authorized representative of each of the parties. 

3. In consideration of the forego:ing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 


the (Board) may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the follow:ing 


Order: 


ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Marriage and Family Therapist License No. M:FC 41189, 

issued to Respondent Judith Lynn Marx, is surrendered and accepted by the Board ofBehavioral 

Sciences. 

4. Th,e surrender ofRespondent'? license and the acceptance ofthe surrendered license 

 by the Board shall con~titute the imposition of discipl:ine against Respondent. This stipulation 

constitutes a record of the discipline and shall become a palt ofRespondent' s licep,se history with 

the Board. 

5., Respondent shall lose all rights and'privileges as a marriage and family t}1erapist in 

. California as onhe effective date of the Board's pecision and Order. 

6.,,' Respo'ndent shall cause to be delivered to the Board both her license and her current 
, , 

renewal certificate on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order. 

7. Should Respondent ever reapply for licensure as a Marriage and Family Therapist or 

should she ever apply for any other registration, or licensure issued by the Board, or by the Board 

ofPsychology, all of the charges contained in First Amended Accusation No. lYfF-2008-636 shall 
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 b~ de(,;l1lecl admitted for the pmpOSt of allY St<\tement ofIsslles ot' other proceecling5 stci<ing to 

 deny SL1ch application or reapplication, 

 8. Respondent may reapply to lh~ BOrv:d for licensure three years :from tlle tlauHIP 

sl,lTcender and must meet ali CUrrelJ.l.{!Xj,ui!cments for licens\tre including, but not limi Icd LO, Eling 

a C\lrrt.:nt application, meeting aU current ednclJtiot.\tll TcqJ.liIements. and taking and passing BUY 

 and nJl ~xaminations required ofp.ew applicants.' 

 9. Respondent shal1 payfue Board it[1 costs ofinvestigation and tlnforCcrncnt in the 

 flmOUr'lt of $4,851.00 prior to issoance ofa new registraUGll or license. ' 

 1/1 

III 

11/ 

III 

1// 

;ACr.,KPTANCE 

1'have carefully read the aboye Stip'ulated S'lllIondc:r ofLiccn~o and Order and, pave fll.Jly 

discussed it with my attorney, A. Steven FI'l1Iikol, Esq, I understand the stipulation an.d the effect 

it will have on my license. J enter iuto this Stipulated, Surrender of Licens~ an.d Order' voluntarily, 

kllOWingly, ~nd il:l,tclligelltly. and ~gree to'be bound by the'Decision and Order,ofrhe BOllld of 

:Behavioral Sciences, 

DATEO: IJ! /1, • '2- IEI () ~"......... hVrz",,--
~7 
Respam.J.0!olt 

I have read and fully discussed with Respondent Judith. Lynn. Marx. the ter.tnS and condit;ons 

and other matiers CDUfai..tled in tills Stipulated Surre.nder of Licenso and Ordt:t:. I approve its form 

nnd content. 

DATED: ).. 11. I {cJ ~~J;-f
A. STEVEN FRANKEL, ESQ, 
Attorney for Re<ipon.dent 

!t@.QB~EMgNA 

The £OJ;,cgoJug Stipulated Surre;ai!.dr of Lico.usc and Order ill hereby ~,(;SpccttWly Bubmitted 
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1 for consideration by the Board ofBehav~oral Sciences of the Department of Consumer Affairs. 

' Respectfully submitted, Dated: 

 
 .' EDMUND G, BROWN JR, 
Attorney General of California 

 
 FRANK H. PACOE 

___ 
 ~_...--..SU.....-Pe<Vising b.Attorney Goneral 

 

I 


JONATHAN D, COOPER 
 
 Deputy Attorney Ge 1 


Attorneys for Compl inant 
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Exhibit A 

First Amended Accusation No. MF-2008-636 
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EDMUND G, BRO'WN JR" Attorney General 

of the State of California 


 FRANKE. PACOE' 

Supervising Deputy Attorn~y General 


 JONATHAN D, COOPER, St~te Bar No, 141'461 

Deputy Attorney General' , ',' - ... -_ ..... _...-, -, .

 455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000, 
San Francisco, CA 94102·7004 

 Telephone:' (415) 703-1404 .' 
Facsimile: (415) 703·5480 . 

 
Attorneys for Complainant 

 

, BEFORE THE  
BOARD OF BERAVIORAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
,: STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

 ,In the Ma~ter ofthe.Acc~sation Against: Case No. 'MF-2008-636 

JUDITH LYNN MARX 

 45 Laurel Drive 
 FIRST AMENDED ACCUSATION 


Cannel Valley, CA .93924 

Marriage and Family Therapist License No, 
 OAR N.o, .200906083.8 

MFC 41189 


Respondent. ~ 

Comp~ainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. Paul Riches (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in his official 

capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Behavioral Sciences, Depar:hnent ofConsumer 

Affairs, 

2, On or al),out'November 2, 2004, the Board of Behavioral Sciences issued. 

.Marriage .and 'Family Therapist Li~enseNumber MFC 41189 to Judith Ly1U1 Marx (Respondent), 

The Marriage and ~amily Ther~pist License was in full force and effect at all times relevant to 

the charges brought herein and ~il1 expire.on'May 31,201"0, unless renewed, 
I 

JURISDICTION 

3, This Acql1sat~oti is qrought before the Board. ofBehavioral Sciences 

...... _

J 
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1 (Board), Department Of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws, All section 


 reference,s ,are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. 


4. Section 118, subdivisiqn (b), of the Code provides that the expiration of a 
 

license shall'not deprive 'ii-ie'Bo'ard' ofJurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary action during the 


period within which the license may 'be renewed, restored, reissued or reinstated . 


STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

5. Section 4982 of thy Code states: 

 The board may refuse to issue any registration or license, or may suspend or ' 

revoke the license or registration of any ~egistrant or licensee if the lJ.pplicant, licensee, or 

registrant has ~een guilty 6funprofe~sioD:al conduct. Unprofessional conduct shall include, but 

not be limited to: 

 

(d) Gross negligence or incompetence in the performance ofmarriage and family  

therapy. 

(i) IntentionallY or recklessly causing physical or emotional hartn to any client. 
, 	 J 

COSTS 

, 6., Section 12S.~ ofthe Code provides, in pertinent . part, that the ~oard'may 
, , 

request the adp:iinistrative law judge to direct a licentiate ~ound to h.ave committed .a violation or . 

violations of the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the, investigation 

and enforcement ofthe case. . 

FACTUAL SUMMARY 

7. From approximately September, 2Q06 to April, 2007, Respondent 

provided therapy services to patient C.K.! 

8. During the course oftreatment;Respondent was aware that patient C.K. 

1. 	 The identity ,ofpatient C.K. is withheld to protect patient privacy. 
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was experiencing. psychotic symptoms. Respondent failed to provide patient C:K. with timely
, 	 . 

 referrals for a psychiatric evaluation and/or failed to ascertain whether patient C.K. had complied 

. with a physician's previous referral to a psychiatrist. 

 9. In October, 2006, Resp'ondent noted that patient C.K. eXhibited evidence 

ofpsychosis. Between October, 2006 and February, .2007 Respondent failed to encourage 

patient C.K. to see a psychiatrist or refer patient C.K. to see a psychiatrist. In February, 2007, 

Respondent noted that patient C.K again showed signs ofpsychosis) after.a period of abatement. 

Respondent failed thereafter to make a psychiatric referral or counsel Respondent regarding 

obtaining psychiatric evaluation, 
. 	 . 

010: Respondent's failure to provide psychiatric referrals for patient C.K. or to  

encourage her to seek psychia:tric evaluation resulted in a delay ill patient C.K. receiving 

necessary treatment. Patient e.K. ultimately needed psychiatricbospitalization andsuffere~ 

emotional hann. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unprofessional Conduct) 

11. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under .Code section 4982 in 

that she acted unprofessionally~ as set forth above in paragraphs 7 thrQugh 10. ,. 

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Gross Negligence/Incompetence) 

12. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action'under section 4982(d) oftbe 

Code in that she acted with gross negligence and/or incompetence, as set forth above in 

paragraphs 7 through 10. 

THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Causing Harm to Patient) 

13. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 4982(i) of the 

Code in that she intentionally or recklessly caused emotional hann to her patient, as set forth 

above in paragraphs 7 tbrough 10. 
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PRAYER 

WJ:IEREFORE, CQmplainant requests that a hearing b'e held on the matters herein  


alleged, and that following the hearing, the Board ofBehavior,a1Sciences issue a decision:  
 , , 

1, ' Revoking or suspending Marriage and Family Therapist License'Number  


 MFC 41189, issued to Judith Lynn Marx; 

:2. Ordering Judith Lynn Marx to pay the Board ofBehavioral Sciences the  


 reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and 

 
 Professions Code section 125.3; 

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.  


 

 
 DATED: 'November 12, 2009 


 


 


 
 .~1iAULR1C ES 
Executive Officer 
Board ofBehavioral Sciences  
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California  

Complainant 

4. 



