
BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

ST ATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Stipulated Surrender of Case No. DI-2010-1597 
License by: 

CYNTHIA SUZANNE CHAP A 
709 Dorchester Avenue 
Modesto, CA 95355 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
License No. LCS 6334 

Res ondent. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby adopted by the Board of 

Behavioral Sciences, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in this matter. 

This Decision shall become effective on ,Jll1 ¥ 7 , 201 2 

It is so ORDERED June 7. 20 1 2 

FOR THE BOARD OF BE AVIORAL SCIENCES 
DEP ARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
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KAMALA D . HARRIS 

Attorney General of California 

ARTHUR D. TAGGART 

Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

LESLIE A. BURGERMYER 

Deputy Attorney General 

State Bar No. 11 7576 


1300 I Street, Suite 125 

P.O. Box 944255 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2550 

Telephone: (916) 324-5337 

Facsimile: (9 16) 327-8643 


Attorneysfor Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 



 In the Matter of the Stipulated Surrender of Case No. DI-2010-1597 

License by: 


CYNTHIA SUZANNE CHAP A STIPULATED SURRENDER OF 

709 Dorchester Avenue 
 LICENSE AND ORDER 

Modesto, CA 95355 



 Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

License No. LCS 6334 



 Respondent. 

II---------------------------~ 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties in this 

proceeding that the following matters are true: 


 PARTIES 


 1. Kim Madsen ("Complainant") is the Executive Officer of the Board of Behavioral 


 Sciences, Department of Consumer Affairs, ("Board"). She brought this action solely in her 


 official capacity and is represented in this matter by Kamala D. Harris, Attorney General of the 


 State of California, by Leslie A. Burgerrnyer, Deputy Attorney General. 

StIpulated Surrender of License (Case No. D 1-20 I 0-1597) 


­



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

2. Cynthia Suzanne Chapa ("Respondent") is represented in this proceeding by attorney 

Julie Cipolla, Esq., whose address is Brunn & Flynn, 928 - 12th Street, Suite 200, Modesto, CA, 

95354. 

JURISDICTION 

2. In a disciplinary action titled In /he Matter of/he Accusation Agains/ Cynthia 

Suzanne Chapa, Case No. LC-2010-1597, the Board issued a decision, effective October 15, 

2011, in which Respondent's license was revoked, the revocation stayed, and a three (3) year 

term of probation imposed subject to certain terms and conditions. A copy of that Decision is 

attached hereto, marked Exhibit A, and incorporated herein by this reference. 

4. At all times after the effective date of Respondent' s probation, Condition 18 stated: 

License Surrender. Following the effective date of this decision, if 
Respondent ceases practicing due to retirement or health reasons, or is otherwise 
unable to satisfy the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may voluntarily 
surrender her license to the Board. The Board reserves the right to evaluate the 
Respondent's request and to exercise its discretion whether to grant the request or to 
take any other action deemed appropriate and reasonable under the circumstances. 
Upon formal acceptance of the tendered license, Respondent will no longer be subject 
to the terms and conditions of probation. 

Voluntary surrender of Respondent's license shall be considered to be a 
disciplinary action and shall become a part of Respondent's license history with the 
Board. Respondent may not petition the Board for reinstatement of the surrendered 
license. Should Respondent at any time after voluntary surrender ever reapply to the 
Board for licensure, Respondent must meet all current requirements for licensure 
including, but not limited to, filing a current application, meeting all current 
educational requirements, and taking and passing any and all examinations required 
of new applicants. 

5. Respondent seeks voluntary surrender pursuant to Probation Condition 18, referenced 

above. 

STIPULATION TO SURRENDER LICENSE 

6. Respondent has carefully read, and understands the Stipulated Surrender of License 

and Disciplinary Order, and understands the effects of this agreement on her license. 

7. Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation, she enables the Board to 

issue an order accepting the surrender of her Licensed Clinical Social Worker License without 

further process. 
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8. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board. Respondent understands 

and agrees that counsel for Complainant and Board staff may communicate directly with the 

Board regarding this stipulation and surrender, without notice to or participation by Respondent. 

By signing the stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her 

agreement or seek to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. 

If the Board fails to adopt thi s stipulation as its Decision and Order the Stipulated Surrender and 

Disciplinary Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible 

 in any legal action between the parties, and the Board shall not be di squalified from further action 

 by having considered this matter. 

 9. The parties understand and agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated Surrender of 

License and Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as 

 the originals. 

 10. This Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is intended by the parties to be an 

 integrated writing representing the complete, final, and exclusive embodiment of their agreement. 

 It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, di scussions, 

 negotiations, and commitments (written or oral). This Stipulated Surrender of License and Order 

 may not be altered , amended, modified, supplemented, or otherwise change except by a writing 

 executed by an authorized representative of each of the parties . 

 ORDER 

 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Licensed Clinical Social Worker License No. LCS 6334, 

 issued to Respondent Cynthia Suzanne Chapa ("Respondent"), is surrendered and accepted by the 

 Board of Behavioral Sciences, Department of Consumer Affairs, ("Board"). 

 l. The surrender of Respondent's Licensed Clinical Social Worker license and the 

 acceptance of the surrendered license by the Board shall constitute the imposition of di scipline 

 against Respondent. This stipulation constitutes a record of the discipline and shall become a part 

 of Respondent's license history with the Board. 

 2. Respondent shall lose all rights and privileges as a Licensed Clinical Social Worker 


 in California as of the effective date of the Board 's Decision and Order. 
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3. Respondent shall deliver to the Board within thirty (30) calendar days of the effective 

date of the Decision and Order both her wall certifi cate and her most recent certificate of renewal. 

4. Respondent shall not apply for licensure for three (3) years from the effective date of 

the Board' s Decision and Order. 

5. Respondent understands that should she ever re-apply for li censure as a Licensed 

Clinical Social Worker or should she ever apply for any other registration or licensure issued by 

the Board or other professional li censing agency, then all of the charges contained in Accusation 

No. LC-201 0- 1597 shall be deemed admitted for the purpose of any Statement of Issues or other 

proceeding seeking to deny such application or re-application. 

6. Respondent further understands and agrees that the Board's adoption of her li cense 

surrender precludes her from petitioning the Board for reinstatement of the surrendered license. 

7. Should Respondent at any time after this surrender re-apply to the Board for 

licensure, then Respondent must meet all current requirements for licensure including, but not 

limited to , filing a current application, meeting all current educational requirements, and taking 

and passing any and all examinations required of new applicants . 

8. Prior to any future issuance of a new license, Respondent shall pay the Board the 

remaining balance of $4,505.00 as the Board 's reasonable costs of the investigation and 

prosecution of Case No. LC-201 0-1597 pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 125.3. 

ACCEPTANCE 

1have carefully read the above Stipulated Surrender of License and Order and have fully 

discussed it with my attorney, Julie Cipolla, Esq ., or other attorney employed in the law offices of 

Brunn & Flynn. I understand the stipulation and the effect it will have on my Licensed Clinical 

Social Worker License. I enter into thi s Stipulated Surrender of License and Order voluntarily, 

knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound by the Decision and Order of the Board of 

Behavioral Sciences. 

DATED: 


4 


: 

http:4,505.00


I have read and ful ly discussed with Respondent Cynthia Suzanne Chapa the tenus and 

conditions and other matters contained in the above Stipul ated Settlement and Disciplinary Order. 

I approve its fOlm and content. 

DATED: ~,kq /, 2. 
JULIE CIPOLLA, ESQ. 
Attorney for Respondent 

ENDORSEMENT 

The foregoing Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby respectfully submitted 

for consideration by the Board of Behavioral Sciences of the Department of Consumer Affairs. 

DATED: Respectfully submitted, 

KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
ARTHUR D. TAGG ART 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

CfP41it tl 
LESLIE A. B URGERMYER 
Deputy Attorney General 
Attorneys for Complainant 

SA2011304013 / I0859429.doc 
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Exhibit A 

Board Decision and Order in Case No. LC-2010-1S97 
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BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BEHAVlORAL SCIENCES 


DEJ'ARTMENT OF CONSUMEH AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of tile Accusation Against: Case No. LC-20) 0-) 597

CYNTHIA SUZANNE CHAP A 
)01 5 -12th Street 
Modesto, CA 95354 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
License Number LCS 6334 

Res ondent. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attache.d Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted by the Board 

of Behavioral Sciences, Department of Consumer Affqirs, as its Decision in this matter. 
.' -.. ' 

This Decision shall become effective on ~~~~~octobe r 1 ~T,-L5 2011 ~J-_____ 

Ii is so ORDERED -",S-",e-!"p-,-t",-emw.b,-".Q,,-rL-1L:5:L,,~2,-,O.LJ1w1_· _

FOR TH BOARDO A JORAL se NCES 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
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EDMUND G. BROWN JR, 
Attorney General of California 
ARTHUR D, TAGGART 
Supervising Deputy Atiorney General 

LESLIE A BURGERMYER 


. Deputy Atiorney General 

State Bar No, 117576 


1300 I Street, Suite 125 

P,O, Box 944255 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2550 

Telephone: (916) 324-5337 

Facsimi le: (9.1 6) 327-8643 


Attorneysjor COl71piainanl 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIEN CES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALI]70RNIA 


---------------------------~ 
In the Matter of the Accusati on Against: Case No, LC-201 0-1597 


CYNTHIA SUZANNE CHAPA 
 STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND 
1015 -12th Street 
 DISCIPLINARY ORDER 
Modesto, CA 95354 


Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

L icense Number LCS 6334 


Respondent 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above
, 

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES 

1 
 Kim Madsen ("Compla~nant") is the ,Executive Officer of the Board of Behavioral

Sciences ("Board"), Department of Consumer Affairs, She brought this action solely in her 


official capacity and is represented in this matter by Edmund G, BroyiD Jr. , Attorney General of 

the State of California, by Leslie A. Burgermyer, Deputy Attorney General. 

2, . Respondent Cynthia Suzanne Chapa ,("Respondent") is represented in this proceeding 

by attorney Gerald E, Brunn, Esq" Brunn & 'Fiynn, 928 - 12th Street, Suite 200, Modesto , CA 

95354; Telephone: (209) 52J -2133. 
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3. On or about May J 5, 1978, the Board issued Licensed Clinical Social Worker License 

No. LCS 6334 to Respondent. The Licensed Clinical Social Worker License was in ful l force and 
; 

effect at all times relevant to the charges brouglJt in:Accusation No. LC-20J 0-1597 and will 


expire 011 May 3·1,2012, unless renewed. 


JURlSD1CTJON 

4. AccusatiolJ No. LC-20 J 0- J597 was filed before the Board and is currently pending 


against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were properly 


served on Respondent on November 5, 2010. Respondent timely filed her Notice of Defense 


, contesting the Accusation. 	A tme and correct copy of Accusation No. LC-201 0-1597 is attached 

hereto, marked Exhibit A, and incorporated herein by reference. 

ADVISEMENT ANDWMVERS 

5. , Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the 

charges and allegations in Accusation No. LC-20 1 0-1597. Respondent has also carefully read, 

fully discussed with counsel, and,understands the effects 'ofthis StipUlated Settlement and 
. . . ! , ' .~ ' ' !~ 

Disciplinary Order. 

6. Respondent is fully aware ofher legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the charges and allegations in tbe Accusation; the right to be represented by counsel at 

her own expense; the right to 'confront and cross~exarnine the witnesses against her; the right to 

present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to the issuance of subpoenas to 

compel the attendance of witnesses and tre prodllction of documents; the right to reconsideration 

and court rev.iew of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the California 

Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

7. Respondent voluntarily, Imowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up 'each and 

every right set forth above. 

. CULPABILITY 

8. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in Accusation 

No. LC-201 0- I 597. 
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9. In Mitigation, Responcieni stated tbe omission on ber 2008 LCSW renewal 

application was an oversight. Respondent stated sbe was candid with her employer and hl:ld no 

intention to cover her actions in any way. 

1D. Respondent agrees that her Licensed Clinical SocialWorkel License is subject to 

discipline ancl she agrees to be bound by the Board ofBehaviolal Sciences (Boal'dl's pl:obationary

terms as set forth in the Disciplinary Order below. 

RESERVATION 

J J. The admissions made by Respondent herein are only for the purposes of this 

proceeding, or any other proceedings in which tlie B~arcl or other professional licensing agency is 

involved, and shall not be admissible in any other criminal or civil proceeding. 

CONTINGENCY 

12. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board of Behavioral Sciences. 

Respondent understands and agrees that. counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board may 

communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and settlement, without notice to 

or participation by Respondent or her counsel. By signing the stipulation, Respondent ,mder­

stands and agrees that she may not withdraw her agl:eemeJ;l1 or seek to rescind the stipulation prior 

to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. lfthe Board fails to adopt this stipulation as its 

Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and DisciplinaT); Order shall be of no force or 

. effect, except for this pa:ragrap4,it shall .be ina9:lJlis§}ble in any legal action between the parties, , . 

and the Board shall not 'be disqualified from further action by having considered this matter. 

J3. The palties understand and agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated Settlement 

and Disciplinary Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force and 

effect as the originals. ., 

J4. This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is intended by the parties to be an 

integrated writing representing the complete, fmal , and .~[(clusive embodiment of their agreement. 

It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, discussions, . 

negotiations, and commitments (written or oral). This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary 
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Order msy not be altered, amend~d , modilkd, supplemented, or 'otherwise changed except by a 

writing executed by an authorized represenlativ~, of each of tile parties. 

IS. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipUlations, the parties sgree that 

the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following 

Disciplinary Order: 

DISCIPLINARY ORnEH 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Licensed Clinical Social Worker License No . LCS 6334 

issued to Respondent Cynthia Suzanne Chapa ("Respondent") is revoked. However, the 

revocation is stayed and Respondent is placed on probation for three (3) years on the following ' 

terms and conditi ons. 

1. Psychotherapy. Respondent shaH participate in ongoing psychotherapy with a 

California licensed mental health professional 
~ , 

vyj:Jo has been approved by the Board. Within sixty .. 

(60) days of the effective date offuis decision;B;esppndent shall submit to the Board or its 

designee for its prior approval the name and qualifications of one or more therapists of 

Respondent's choice. Such therapistshall possess a valid California license to practice and shall 

have hadno prior business, professional, or personal relationship with Re~pondent, and shall not 

be the Respondent's supen'isQI. Counseling. shall beat least once a week unless otherwise 

determined by the Board. Respondent ~hall continue in.such therapy at the Board's .discretion. 

Cost of such therapy is to be borne by Respondel~t. '. 

Respondent may, after recei ving the Board's written permission, receive therapy via 

videoconferencing if Respondent's good faith attempts to secure face-to -face counseling are 

unsuccessful due to' the unavailability of qualified mental health care professionals in the area. 

The Board may require that Respondent provide written documentation of her goqd faith attempts 
. .' . " , 

to secure counseling via videoconferencing. 

Respondent shall provide the therapist with a copy of the Board's decision no later than the 

fIrst counseling session. Upon approval by the Board, Respondent shall undergo and continue 

treatment until the Board or its designee determines that 110 further psychotherapy is necessary. 

Respondent shall take all necessary steps to insme that the treating psychotherapist submits 
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quarterly written reports to the Board concerning Respondent's fitness to practice, progress in 

treatment, and to provide such other information as may be required by the Board. Respondent
. ,. 

shall execute a Release of lnformation authorizing . the therapist to divulge information . to the 

Board. 

If the treating psychothwiliist finds that Respondent cmmot practice safely or 

independently, the psychotherapist shall notif), the Board within three (3) working days. Upon 

notification by the Board, Respondent shall imn1ediately cease practice and shall not resume 

practice until notified by the Board or its designee that Respondent may do so. Respondent shall 

liot thereafter engage iIi any practice for which a license issued by the Board is required until the 

Board or its designee has notified Respondent that she may resume practice. Respondent shall 

dOCLUllent complimice w ith this condition in the manner required by the Board. 

2. Attend Alcoholi c'S Anonymous Meetings. Respondent shall be required to attend 

one (l) Alcoholics Anonymous meeting'p;er week and submit proof of regular attendance to the 

Board or its designee on·a quarterly basis. 

3. Abstain from Use of Alcohol I Submit to Biological F!uid Testing and Samples. 

·Respondent shall completely abstain from the use of alcoholic beverages dLiring the period of 

probation. 

Respondent shall immedia~el)'.submit to ~iolQgical fluid testing, at Respondent's cost, upon 

reqLiest by the Board oj· its designee. The length of time and frequency will be determined by the 

Board. There will be no confidentiality in test results. Any confirmed positive finding will be . 

. immediately repOlted to the RespondenCs current employer and shall be a violation ofprobati~n. 

4. Abstain from Use of Controll ed Substances I Submit to Biological F luid Testing 

and Samp les. Respondent shall completely abstain from the use or possession of controlled or 

illegal substances unless lawfully prescribed by a medical practitioner for a bona fide illness. 
. I , . ' . " . . 

Respondent shall immediately submit to biological fluid testing, at Respondent's cost, upon 

request by the Board or its designee. The length of time and frequency will be determined by the 

Board. There will be no confidentiality in test results. Any confirmed positive fl11ciing will be 

immediately repOIted to Respondent's current employer and shall be a violation of probation. 
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. 1 5. Reim bursement of Prob at ion Program. Respondent shall reimburse tIle Board for 

the costs it incurs in monitoring the probatiOli to ensure compliance for the duration of the 

probation period in the amount onl ,200.00 per year. 

6. Obey All L aws. Respondent shall obey all fecleral, state and local laws, all statutes 

and regulations governing the licensee, and remain in full compliance with any c~urt ordered 

criminal probation, payments and other qrders. A full and detailed llccounl of any and all 

violations of law shall be reported by the Respondent to the Board or its designee in writing 

within seventy-two (72) hours of occurrence. To permit monitoring of compliance with this term, 

Respondent shall submit fingerprints through the Depm1ment of .lustice and Federal .Bureau of 

Investigation within thirty (30) days ofthe effective date of the decision, unless previously 

submitted as part of the licensure. application pr.ocess. Respondent shall pay the costs associated 

with the fmgerprint process. 

7. F ile Quarterly Reports. Respondent shall submit quarterly reports, to tlle Board 

or its designee, as scheduled on 1he " Quarterly Report Forrn"(rev. 01/12/0 I). Respondent shall 

state under penalty of perjury whether she has been in compliance wi1h all the conditions of 

probation. Notwithstanding any provision fQrtolling ofreguirements of probation, during the 

cessation of practice, Respondent shall continue to subl,1lj,t quarterly reports under penalty of 
. '" . 

perjury. 

8. Comply with Probation Pro gram. Respondent shall comply with the probation 

program established by the Board and cooperate with representatives of the Board in its 

monitoring and investigation of the Respondent's compliance with the program. 

9. Inten 'iews with t h e l?;oard. Respondent shall appear in person for interviews 

with the Board or its designee upon request at various intervals and with reasonable notice . 

10. R esidin g or Pract icing Out-of-State. In the event Respondent should leave the 

Slate of California to reside or to practice, Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in 

writing thi11y (30) calendar days prior to the dat~s of depa11ure and return. Non-practice is 

defined as any period of time exceeding thilty (30) calendar days in which Responden1 is not 
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engaging in any activities defined in sections 4980.02, 4986.) 0 or 4996.9 orthe Business and 

Professions Code. 

All time spent in an intensive training program outside the State of California whicbbas 

been approved by the Board or its designee, shall be considered astime spent in practice within 

the state; A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall not be considered as a period of non­

practice. Periods of temporary or permanent residence or practice outside California will not 

apply to the reduction of the probationary term. Periods of temporary or permallelli residence or 

practice outside Califomia will relieve Respondent of the responsibility to comply with the 

probationary terms and conditions with tlie exception of this ~ondition and the following terms 

and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws; Probation 'Unit Compliance; and Cost Recovery. 

Respondent's license shall be automatically cancelled if Respondent's periods of temporary 

or permanent residence or practice outside California total two years. However, Respondent's 

license sball not be cancelled as long as Respondent is residing and practicing in anoilier state of 

tbe United States and is on active probation with the licensing auiliority of iliat state, in which 

case the two year period shall begin on ilie date probation' is completed or terminated in that state. 

II. Failure to P r acttce <.californi~ Re.~\d en t. In the event Respondent resides in the 

State of California and for any reason Respondent stops practicing in California, Respondent shall 

notify the Board or its designee in writing within thirty (30) calendar days prior to the dates of 

non-practice and return to practice. Any period of non-practice within California, as defined in 

this condition, will not apply to the reduction of.the probationary term and does not relieve 

Respondent of the responsibility to comply with the terms and conditions of probation. Non­

practice is defined as any period oftime exceeding thiliX.(30) calendar days in which Respondent 

is not engaging in activities defined in sections 4980.02, 4986.10 or 4996.9 of the Business and 

Professions Code. 

12. Change of Place of Employm ent or Pla.ce of Residen ce. Respondent shall notify 

the Board or its designee in writing within 30 days of any change of place ofemplo),ment or 

place of residence. The written notie~ sli.all include ~the address, the telephone number and the 

date of the change . 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

) I 

12 

13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 

28 

7 
- - - - --- . - . . ~, .~ " ,... .... ,, '" , .. n~ , 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

II 

12 

13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 

28 

) i ) 

13. Supervision of Unli censed ]'ersons. While on probati on, Respondent shall not 

act as a supervisor for any hours of supervised practice required for any license issued by the 

Board. Respondent shall terminate any suchsLlpervisorial relationship in existence on the 

effective date of this Decision. 

14. Notification to Cli ents. Respondent shall notify all clients of any term or 

condition ofprobatioil which will affect theirthej'apy or tile confidentiality of their records. Such 

notification shall be signed by each client priOl·,to continuing or commencing treatment. 

Respondent shall submit , upon request by the Board or its designee, satisfactory evidence of 

compliance with this term of probatio.n. 

15. Notification to Employer. Respondent shall provide each of her cunent or future 

employers, when performing services that fall within the scope of her practice, a copy of this 

Decision and theAccusationbefore commencing employment. Notification to the Respondent's 

cunent employer shall occur no later than the effective date of the Decision or immediately 

commencing employment. Respondent shall submit, upon request by the Board or its designee, 

satisfactory evidence of compliance with this term of probation. 

16. Violation ofI'robation. If Respondent violates the conditions of her probation, . 

the Board, after giving Respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, may set aside the stay 

order and impose the discipline, that is, revocation of Respondent's license provided in the 

decisi on. 

If during the period ofprobati()IJ, an accusation, petition to revoke probation, or statement 
. . 

. of issues has been fi led against Respondent's licens~ or application for licensure, or the Attorney 

General ' s office has been requested to prepare such an accusation, petition to revoke probation, or 

statement of issues, the probation period set f0l1h in this decision shall be automatically extended 

and shall not expire until the accusation, petition to revoke probation, or statement of issues has 

been acted upon by the board. Upon successful completiOll of probation, Respondent's license 

shall be fully restored. 

17. Ma in tain Valid L icense. Respondent shall , at all times while on probation, 

maintain a curren! and active license with the Board, including any period during which 
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suspension or probation is tolled. Should Respondeni ' s license, by operation of law or otherwise, 

expire, upon renewal Responclent's license shall be subject to any and all terms' of this probation 

not previously satisfied. :: '.1' 

18. L icense Su rren der. Followingth'e 6ffective date of this decision, ifResponcient 

ceases practicing due to retirement odlealth reasons, or is otherwise unable to satisfy the terms 

and conditions ofprbbalion, Respondent may voluntarily surrender her license to the Board. The 

Board reserves the right to evaluate the Resp0l1dertt's request and to exercise its discreti01l 

whether to grant the request 01' to take any other actron deemed appropriate and reasonable under 

. the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of tIle tendered license, Respondent will no longer be 
..,, .

subject to the terms and conditions of probation. 

Voluritary surrender of Respohdent's license shall be considered to be a disciplinary action 

and shall beyome a part of Resporident's license history with the Board. Respondent may not 

petition the Board for reinstatement of the surrendered license. Should Respondent at any time 

aftervoluntary surrender ever reappIyitD the Board for licensure, Respondent must meet all 

currentrequirements for licensure including, buii'nof limited to, filing acurrent application, 

meeting all current educational requirements, and taking and passing any and all examinations 

required of new applicants. 

19. Instruction of Coursework Qu~lifyin g for Continuing E du cation. Respondent 

shall not be an instl'llctor of any coursework for continuing education credit required by any 

license issued by the Board. 

20. Notifi cation to Referral Services . Respondent shall immediately send a copy of 

this decision to all referral services registered . with the Board in which Respondent is a 

participant. While on probation, Respondent shall send a copy of this decision to all referral 

services registered with the Board that Respondent seeks to join. 

21. Cost Recovery. Responden! shall pay the Board $4,505.00 as and for the 

reasonable costs of the investigation and prosecution of Case No. LC- 20 10-1597. Respondent 

shall be permitted to pay these costs in a payment plan approved by the Board, with payments to 

be completed no later than si): (6) months prior to the end oflhe probation term. Respondent 

9 

http:4,505.00


~ 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

J0 

J1 

12 

J3 

14 

15 . 

J6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 

28 

.-... 
) 

shaJimake the c;]leck or money order,payable to the Board of Behavioral Sciences ancl shall 

inClicate on the check or money order that it i ~ the COSI recovery p~lyment for Case No. LC-}U] 0­

]597. Any order of repay men I of COS! recovery shall remain·in drect whether or nOl probali011 is 

lolled. Probation shall not terminate until full payment ha~ been made . Should all)' pan of cost 

recovery not be paid in accordance with the outlined payment schedule, Respondent shall be 

consielered to be iJ1'violation of probation. A peri od of non-practice by Respondent shall not 

relieve ResJlondent of his obligation to reimburse the Board for its costs. 

ACCEPTANCE 

1have carefully read tlleilbove Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and have fully 

discussed it with my attorney, Gerald E. BrUllll, Esq. J understand 'the stipulation and the effect it 

will have on my Licensed Clinicaj Social Worker License. I enter into this Stipulated Settlement 
, , : 

and Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to 'be bound by the 

Decision and Order of tbe Board of Behavioral Sciences. 

DATED lj;~11 / 

1have read and fully discussed with Respondent Cynthia Suzanne Chapa the tenns and 

conditions and other matters contained in the above Stipillated Settlement and Disciplinary Order. 

Japprove its form and content. 

(J
DATED rrxc< 
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STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (LC-20J 0- J 597) 
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ENDORSEMENT 

The fu regoing Stipulated Settlel11ent and Discipliliary Oreler is hereb): respectfully 

·submitted fur consideration by the Board ufBehavioral Sciences orthe Department of Consumer 

Affairs 

DATED : Respectfully Submitted,

EDlvlUND G. BROWN .Ire
Attorney General of California 
AR;rHUR D. TAGGART

, Supervising Deputy 

C;-
Attorney General 

~' _~ .~. ;, 
" f7'\)' 
}(I. ,; ­

:--leI! . /'.1' .. " 
, LESLIE 

. t;j~V~AIZ-tt-(J 
A. BURGERM1~ER \j jl

Deputy Attoiney Gener-itl , ~ 
Allorneysfor Compiaincml 
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Accusation No. LC-201 0-1597 
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EJ),'IUNlJ BIWWN JR. 
Atlornel' Gcneral of Cal i'lorni a 
AJ('n'IUI~ D. TAGGAI<T 
Supervising Depmy Attorncy Genwtl 
LESLIE A. BU]{GERMYEI{ 
Deputy Atlol'l1c), Gencral 
Stale B'l! No. I 17576 

]300 J Street, Suite ,125 

p,O, Box 944255 

Sacr8mento, CA 94244-2550 

Telephone: (916) 324-5337 

Facsimile: (916) 327-8643 


At/omey"jiJ".. Compiaimml 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


I---------------------------~ 

In the Matter ofthe Accusation Against: Case No. LC-201 0-1597 

CYNTHIA SUZANNE CHAP A 
1015 -12th Street 
Modesto, CA 95354 ACCUSATION 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
License NlIJllber LCS 6334 

Respondent. 

Complainant alleges: 


PARTIES 


1. Kim Madsen (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in her official capacity as 

the Execlltive Officer orthe Board ofBehavioral SC iences, Department of ConsllJ!ler Affairs. 

2. On or 8bout M8Y IS , 1978, the B08rd of Behavioral Sciences issued Licensecl 

Clinical Social Worker License Number LCS 6334 to Cynthia Suzanne Chap" (Respondent). The 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker License was in full force and effect al all times relevant to th e 

charges brought herein and wi ll expire on May 31, 2012, unle·ssrcnewed. 

J URISDlCTJON 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board of Behavioral Sciences (Boarcl ), 

Department ofConsul11er Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. All section 

references are to the Business and Pr'ofess ions Code unless otherwise indi cated. 
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4. ' Seclion49%.1 I ofth" Code slme" that the Bomdlllal' suspend or revoke the license 

 oran), person who i, gui lt)' on the grounds sel 10rth in Section 4992.3. 

 5. Section 11~, subdivision (b), ofthe Code provide,'; that the suspension, expiration, 

surrender, or cancellation of a license shall not deprive the Board of.lurisciictionto proceed with a 

disciplinar'y iLction ciuring the period within which the license may be renewed, restored, reissued 

or reinstated. 

' STA:rUTORi"PROYISJONS ' 

6, Section 490 of the Code siates, iwpertinent'part: 

(a) In addition to any other action that a board is permitted to ttLke' againsl a 
licensee, a board niay suspend or revoke a license on the ground that the ·Iicensee 
has been convicted of a crin1e, if the crime is substantially related to the 
qualifications, functions, or duties ofthe' business or profession for which the 
licellse was i ssued. . 

(b) Notwithstanding any, other provision of law, . a board may·exercise ~ny 
authority to discipline a licensee for .cohviction of a crimethat is independent of 
the authority granted under subdivision (a) o'nly ifthe crime is substantially related 
to the qualifications, fUnctions, or duties ofthe business or profession for which 
tbe licensee's license was issued. 

. (c) A conviction within the mean,ing ofthis section means a plea or v~rdict 
of guilty or a conviction foJlowing ,a plea Of nolo contendere. Any action that a 
boml is permitted to take following the establishment of a conviction may be 
tal<eh\"ihe'n Ihe'lil11t"[or appeal ·has elapsed, or the j,ldgment .of cqlivjctiop h;;s been 
affirmed Oil appeal, orwben an order granting probation is made suspending the 
impositioll of sentence, irre'sp'ective of a subsequent order under the provisions of 
Section L203.4 of the Penal Code. 

7. SectiOll 4992.3 Of the Code states, in pertinent part: 

The board may den)' a license or a registration, or may suspend or revoke the 
license' or registration ofa licensee or registrant ifhe or she has been guilt)' of 
unprofessional conduct. Unprofessional conduct includes, bLlt is not limited to, the . 
following: . 

(a) Th~ conviction of a crime substantially rclated to the qualifications, 

funct ions, or duties of ~ licensee or registrant under this chapter. The record of 

conviction shall be conclusive evidence only orthe fact thatthe conviction 

occLlrred. Tbe board mill' inquire into the CirClJlllstances surrounding the 

commission of the crime in order to fix tbe degree of discipline or to determine if 

the conviction is substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a 

licensee or registrant uncleI' this chapter. A plea nr verdict of gLlilty or a conviction 

following a plea of nolo contendere ll1ade to a charge substantially related to the 

qualifications, fLLnctions, or dLLtiesofa licensee or registranlunder this chapter is a 

conviction 'within the meaning of this section. The board may order any license or 

registration suspended or revoked, or ll1ay decline to issue a license or registration 

whell the lime for appeal has elapsed, or the JLLdgmenl of conviction has been 
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affirmed un I:Ipp:::'1:I1, or., when an Dreier grmlling probcnioll is made suspending.the 
imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent order uncler Section 1203'.4 of 
the Penal Cocle allowing the person to withdraw 11 plea ofguil1y ancl elltel' a plea of 
not gliilty, or setling aside the verdicl uf guilty) or dismissing the accusation, 
inJc)rnmtion, or indictll1f;n1. . ' 

(c) Adm i nisler ing to hi niself or herself any contI'[) lied su bsta nce or using an)' 
ofthe dangerous drugs sp'ecified in Section 4022 or.' an)' alcoholic beverage to the 
entent, or ill a manner, as to.be dangero,w; or injuriou~ to the persoll applying for a 
registration or licerise or holding a registration or license uncler th'is chapier, or to 
an)' oth6rperson, or to tl1epublic, or, to the extent that the use impairs th,e'abilit)' 
of tho perwn applyi11g for or holding a registration or license to conduct with 
safety to the.pu bl ic ,the practice' authorized b)' the registratioD>or. ilc.:.ense, oi·,the 
conviction 0f,'Jl}Ore than ,one.rni-sdemeanor OJ ,an,)' felony invoJ.y,ing;t he use, 
COn5l1m pii0n, .or S91f.administra'ion·0f.any·of the: substances r.eferred t o,·i'n 'this" 

. subdivision, or any combination thereof 

(k) The conlmissioJl of an)' dishonest, corrupt, or fraudulent act substantiaii), 
relateci to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant. 

. REGULATORY PROVISIONS 

8, . California Code of Regulations, title 16, section J88,J states: 

The board may sllspend or revoke the license of a licensee or may refuse to 
issue H license to a person who: 

(e) Commits all)' dishonest, corrupt, odraudulent act which is substantially 
related to the qualifications, fUllctions or duties of a licensee, 

COST RECOVERY 

9 Section 125.3 ofthe Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board l11a), request the 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have ~011l11litted a violation or v iolati ons of 

the licensing, act to pay a sum not to exceed the' reasonable costs of the investigation and 

enforcement ofthe case, 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Criminal ConvictioJ1) 

10, Respondent is swbiect to disciplinary action Linder Code sections 4'992.3, subdivision 

(a), and 490, subdivisions (a) through (c), in that on or about .lui), 2,2007, in the case titled 

People 1', Cynthia Suzanne Chapa, Stanislaus County Superioi' Court, Case No, MPD [J7·503 I0, 

Respondent she was convicted.on her plea of guilt)' of violating Vehicle Code section 23J52, 

subdivision (b), Idriving ~ molor vehicle under the influence of alcohol with a BAC of 0.08% or 

3 

AC[;U.'ialion 

http:convicted.on


.- -". 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

trlorel "misdemennor. Said conviction is substantially related to the qllalifications, fllnctions, 

and dllties of a Licenscd Clinical Social WOI:ker. The circulTIstances nrc as 101 lows: 
.' 

a. On Dr abollt May 30,,2007, Respondent was involved in ,I solo car collision in 

the canal on E. Briggsmore Avenue, east.. ofM~J-lenry Avenue, in Modesto, California. A police 

officer was dispatched to the scene. In speaking with Respondent,' the police officer observed that 

sbe had a stronl; odor of nn alcoholic 'beverage emitting fwm.,iler.persoJJ , her speech was ver)' 

. s!.uued"and;her. gait·was ,eXl.J:em d,y: unsteady calIsi ng;·her.to,,1 ean,.on ·,hll).officer's':police"car to 

steady herself. Respondent"did JlOtpas'S' BlTy 'oHhe ·fieJcJ sobriety tests adm inistered by the·police 

officer. Respondent admitted to drinking a.martini and Smirnoffwith cranberry juice at her 

fiance's home and was driving to her own home when the collisioJJ occurred. Respondent blew a 

.25% BAC on the E-Pas device. 

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLiNE 

(Used Alcohol Injurious to Self or Others) 

JI. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under sectioll 4992.3, subdivision (cl, on 

the grounds of unprofessional conduct in that Respondent self-administered and used alcohol in a 

mlilmerto be dangerous Dr injuriousto herself; other persons, or to the public, to the extent her 
. ' ~~ r.· . 

use impairs her ability to conduct with safety to the public the practice of Licensed Clin ical Social 

Work. The circumstances are set forth in paragraph J 0, above, incorporated hej'ein by this 

reference. 

THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE. 

(Committed Dishonest, Corrupt, or Fraudulent Act) 

J2. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 4992.3, subdivisioll (k), and 

California Code of Regulations, title J6, sectioll J ggJ, subdivision (e), in that Respondent 

committed a dishonest, corrupt, Dr fralldulent act substantially related to the qualifications, 

functions, Or duties bf a Licensed Clinical Social Worker. The circumstances are as follows: 

a. On or about March~, 2008, Respondent submitted her license Tenewal 

application to the Board. She signed the application under penally ofpeljury that the informat ion 

she provided was trut and correct. In response LO the question "Since your last renewal have you 

7 . 

8 

9 

10 

I I 

12 

J3 

) 4 

J5 

J6 

J7 

18 

19 

20 

2J 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

2S 

4 

Accusulion 



.2 

3 

~ 

5,

6 

7 '

g 

'9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

been convict,:cl oforplecl nolu contendere to <I ll1isclell1"<lnor or Jelon.\' 01' ,have you had an)' 

.cli .~cjp1il1~lry action taken by ml)' regulatory cil" licensing bomcl inlhis ur '\.ny other slate? 

IC:onvictiollS cI ism i,seelll11 ckr Section 12034 of the Penal Coele musi be eI ise losed J,;' Respond ent 

clicekeel 1'1,0'1'01' part G orlhe renel'l;al application, The truth is that Respond"nt had been 

 eonvic(eclof" m!sdemeanor as set forth in pal'agraphlO, above, iliwrporatecl herein by this ' 

reference, 

 PRAYER 

Vi'HEIillFORE, Compl'a'inan!' requests'tliat a liearing he held on the'rrmtters herein"aJleged, 

, ,111e1 that following the hearing, the BOWel of Behavioral S'eiences issue ,I elecision: 

1 ' , ReYo\(ing 01' suspen,ding Licensed Clinical Social Worker License Number LCS 

6334, issued,to Cynthia Suzanne Chapa, 

Ordering cynthia Suzanile Chapa to pal' the Board of Behavioral Sciences the 

, reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement ofthis case, pLirsuant to Bilsiness and 

Professions Code section 125.3; 

3, Taking sLich otheLand further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: October'29, 2010 
KIM MADSEN
Executive Officer 
Board of Behavioral Sciences
Depmtment of Consumer Affail's 
State of California
C()717plc!fn~'nf 
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