
BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: - Case No. 200 2014 723 

PAUL ANTHONY GABRINETTI OAHNo. 2015010547 
5525 Oakdale Avenue, #410 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
Marriage and Family Therapist License No. 
MFC 8301 

Respondent._ 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted by the Bo.ard 

ofBehavioral Sciences, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in this matter. 

This Decision shall become effective on ___J~u=n=e~1~7__,~2_0~1_5_ _ 

It is so ORDERED ---
May 1 

- ------
8, 2015 

~A--~ \ 1~1 ...... 
~W"~~

VIO~~LS~E
- - rr'! 

FOR THE BOARD OF BEHA NCES 
DEPARTlvIENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
THOMAS L. RINALDI 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
M. TRAVIS PEERY 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 261887 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Telephone: (213) 897-0962 
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 

Attorneysfor Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 200 2014 723 · 

PAUL. ANTHONY GABRINETTI OAHNo. 2015010547 
5525 Oakdale Avenue, #410 STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 DISCIPLINARY ORDER 
Marriage and Family Therapist License No. 
MFC 8301 

Respondent. 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES · 

1. Kim Madsen (Complainant) is the Executive Officer of the Board of Behavioral 

Sciences. She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in this matter 

by Kamala D. Harris, Attorney General of the State of California, by M. Travis Peery, Deputy 

Attorney General. 

2. Respondent Paul Anthony Gabrinetti is represented in this proceeding by attorney A. 

Steven Frankel, Ph.D., J.D., whose address is: 

3527 Mount Diablo Boulevard, Suite 2690 

Lafayette, CA 94549 
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3. On or about September 27, 1976, the Board of Behavioral Sciences issued Marriage 

and Family Therapist License No. MFC 8301 to Paul Anthony Gabrinetti (Respondent). The 

Marriage and Family Therapist License was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the 

charges brought in Accusation No. 200 2014 723 and will expire on March 31, 2016, unless 

renewed. 


JURISDICTION 


4. Accusation No. 200 2014 723 was filed before the Board of Behavioral Sciences 

(Board), Department of Consumer Affairs, and is currently pending against Respondent. The 

Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were properly served on Respondent on 

October 28, 2014. Respondent timely filed his Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation. 

5. A copy ofAccusation No. 200 2014 723 is attached as exhibit A and incorporated . 


herein by reference. 


ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 


6. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the 


charges and allegations in Accusation No. 200 2014 723. Respondent has also carefully read, 

fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects ofthis Stipulated Settlement and 

Disciplinary Order. 

7. Respondent is fully aware ofhis legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine 

the witnesses against him; the right to present evidence and to testify on his own behalf; the right 

to the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance ofwitnesses and the production of 

documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other 

rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

8. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and 

every right set forth above. 
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CULP ABILITY 

9. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in Accusation 


No, 200 2014 723. 


10. Respondent agrees that his Marriage and Family Therapist License is subject to 


discipline and he agrees to be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in the 


Disciplinary Order below. 


CONTINGENCY 


11. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board of Behavioral Sciences. 

Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board of 

Behavioral Sciences may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and 

settlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent or his counsel. By signing the 

stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that he may not withdraw his agreement or seek 

to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails 

to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary 

Order shall be ofno force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal 

action between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having 

considered this matter. 

12. The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile 

copies of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including Portable Document Format 

(PDF) and facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals. 

13. .This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is intended by the parties to be an 

integrated writing representing the complete, final, and exclusive embodiment of their agreement. 

It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, discussions, 

negotiations, and commitments (written or-0ral). This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary 

Order may not be altered, amended, modified, supplemented, or otherwise changed except by a 

writing executed by an authorized representative of each of the parties. 
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1 14. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 

the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following 

Disciplinary Order: 

DISCIPLINARY ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Marriage and Family Therapist License No. MFC 8301 

issued to Respondent is revoked. However, the revocation is stayed and Respondent is placed on 

probation for four (4) years on the following terms and conditions. 

1. Supervised Practice 

Within 30 days of the effective date of this decision, respondent shall submit to the Board 

or its designee, for its prior approval, the name and qualification of one or more proposed 

supervisors and a plan by each supervisor. The supervisor shall be a current California licensed 

practitioner in respondent's field ofpractice, who shall submit written reports to the Board or its 

designee on a quarterly basis verifying that supervision has taken place as required and including 

an evaluation of respondent's performance. The supervisor shall be independent, with no prior 

business, professional or personal relationship with respondent. 

Ifrespondent is unable to secure a supervisor in his or her field ofpractice due to the 

unavailability ofmental health care professionals in the area, then the Board may consider the 

following options for satisfying this probationary term: 

(1) Permitting the respondent _to receive supervision via videoconferencing; or, 

(2) Permitting respondent to secure a supervisor not in the respondent's field of practice. 

The forgoing options shall be considered and exhausted by the _Board in the order listed 

above. The Board may require that respondent provide written docwnentation ofhis or her good 

. faith attempts to secure face-to-face supervision, supervision via videoconferencing or to locate a 

mental_health professional that is licensed in the respondent's field ofpractice. 

Failure to file the required reports in a timely fashion shall be a violation ofprobation. 

Respondent shall give the supervisor access to respondent's fiscal and client records. Supervision 

obtained from a probation supervisor shall not be used as experience gained toward licensure. 

If the supervisor is no longer available, respondent shall notify the Board within 15 days 
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and shall not practice until a new supervisor has been approved by the Board. All costs of the 

supervision shall be borne by respondent. Supervision shall consist of at least one (1) hour per 

week in individual face-to-face meetings. The super\risor shall not be the respondent's therapist. 

2. Education 

Respondent shall take and successfully complete the equivalency of two semester units in 

the following areas: boundaries and/or transference. All course work shall be taken at the 

graduate level at an accredited or approved educational institution that offers a qualifying degree 

for licensure as a marriage and family therapist, clinical social worker, educational psychologist, 

or professional clinical counselor or through a course approved by the Board. Classroom 

attendance must be specifically required. Course content shall be pertinent to the violation and all 

course work must be completed within one year from the effective date of this Decision. 

· ·Within 90 days of the effective date of the decision respondent shall submit a plan for prior 

Board approval for meeting these educational requirements . . All costs of the course work shall be 

paid by the respondent. Units obtained for an approved course shall not be used for continuing 

education units required for renewal of licensure. 

3. Obey All Laws 

Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all statutes and regulations 

governing the licensee, and remain in full compliance with any court ordered criminal probation, 

payments and other orders. A full and detailed account of any and all violations of law shall be 

reported by the respondent to the Board or its designee in writing within seventy-two (72) hours 

ofoccurrence. To permit monitoring of compliance with this term, respondent shall ·submit 

fingerprints through the Department of Justice and Federal Bureau of Investigation within 30 days 

of the effective date of the decision, unless previously submitted as part of the licensure 

application process. Respondent shall pay the cost associated with the firigerpri..nt process. 

4. File Quarterly Reports 

Respondent shall submit quarterly reports, to the Board or its designee, as scheduled on the 

"Quarterly Report Form" (rev. 01/12/01). Respondent shall state under penalty ofperjury 

whether he/she has been in compliance with all the conditions ofprobation. Notwithstanding any 
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1 provision for tolling of requirements of probation, during the cessation ofpractice respondent 


shall continue to submit quarterly reports under penalty of perjury. 


5. · Comply with Probation Program 


Respondent shall comply with the probation program established by the Board and 


cooperate with representatives of the Board in its monitoring and investigation of the respondent's 

compliance with the program. 

6. Comply w·ith Board of Psychology Probation 

Respondent shall comply with all terms and conditions contained in the Decision and Order 

in Case No. IF-2011-220530 before the Board of Psychology. (Decision and Order is attached as 

Exhibit Bandis incorporated herein by reference). IfRespondent violates any term of the Board 

of Psychology's Decision and Order it is deemed to be a violation of this stipulated settlement. 

7. Interviews with the Board 

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or its designee upon 

request at various intervals and with reasonable notice. 

8. Failure to Practice 

In the event respondent stops practicing in California, respondent shall notify the Board or 

its designee in writing within 30 calendar days prior to the dates ofnon-practice and return to 

practice. Non-practice is defined as any period of time exceeding thirty .calendar days in which 

respondent is not engaging in any activities defined in Sections 4980.02, 4989.14', 4996.9, or 

4999.20 of the Business and Professions Code. Any period of non-practice, as defined in this 

condition, will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term and will relieve respondent of 

the responsibility to comply with the probationary terms and conditions with the exception of this 

condition and the following terms and conditions ofprobation: Obey All Laws; File Quarterly 

Reports; Comply With Probation Program; Maintain Valid License/Registration; and Cost 

Recovery. Respondent's license/registration shall be automatically cancelled if respondent's 

period ofnon-practice total two years. 
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1 9. Change of Place ofEmployment or Place of Residence 

Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in writing within 30 days of any change 

ofplace of employment or place of residence. The written notice shall include the address, the 

telephone number and the date of the change. 

10. Supervision of Unlicensed Persons 

While on probation, respondent shall not act as a supervisor for any hours of supervised 

practice required for any license issued by the Board. Respondent shall terminate any such 

supervisorial relationship in existence on the effective date of this Decision. 

11. Notification to Clients 

Respondent shall notify all clients when any term or condition of probation will affect their 

therapy or the confidentiality of their records, including but not limited to supervised practice, 

suspension, or client population restriction. Such notification shall be signed by each client prior 

to continuing or commencing treatment. Respondent shall submit, upon request by the Board or 

its designee, satisfactory evidence of compliance with this term of probation. 

12. 'Notification to Employer 

Respondent shall provide each of his or her current or future employers, when performing 

services that fall within the scope ofpractice ofhis or her license, a copy ofthis Decision and the 

Statement oflssues or Accusation before commencing employment. Notificat1on to the 

respondent's current employer shall occur no later than the effective date of the Decision or 

inunediately upon commencing employm.ent. Respondent shall submit, upon request by the · 

Board or its designee, satisfactory evidence of compliance with this term of probation. 

.13 . Violationof Probation 


If respondent violates the conditions ofhis/her probation, the Board, after giving respondent ·

notice C!Jld the opportunity to be heard, may set aside the stay order and impose the discipline. 


(revocation/suspension) of respondent 's license [or registration] provided in the decision. 


Ifduring the period of probation, an accusation, petition to revoke probation, or statement 


of issues has been filed against respondent's license [or registration] or application for licensure, 


or the Attorney General's office has been requested to prepare such an accusation, petition to 
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revoke probation, or statement of issues, the probation period set forth in this decision shall be 

automatically extended and shall not expire until the accusation, petition to revoke probation, or 

statement of issues has been acted upon by the Board. Upon successful completion ofprobation, 

respondent's license shall be fully restored. 

14. Maintain Valid License 

Respondent shall, at all times while on probation, maintain a current and active license with 

the Board, including any period during which suspension or probation is tolled. Should 

respondent's license, by operation oflaw or otherwise, expire, upon renewal respondent's license 

shall be subject to any and all tenns of this probation not previously satisfied. 

15. License Surrender 

Following the effective date of this decision, ifrespondent ceases practicing due to 

retirement or health reasons, or is otherwise unable to satisfy the terms and conditions of 

probation, respondent may voluntarily request the surrender ofhis/her license to the Board. The 

Board reserves the right to evaluate the respondent's request and to exercise its discretion whether 

to grant the request or to take any other action deemed appropriate and reasonable under the 

circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, respondent shall within 30 calendar 

days deliver respondent's license and certificate and if applicable wall certificate to the Board or 

its designee and respondent shall no longer engage in any practice for which a license is required. 

Upon formal acceptance of the tendered license, respondent will no longer be subject to the terms 

and conditions ofprobation. 

· Voluntary surrender of respondent's license shall be considered to be a disciplinary action 

and shall become a part of respondent's license history with the Board. Respondent may not 

petition the Board for reinstatement of the surrendered license. Should respondent at any time 

·after voluntary surrender ever reapply to the Board for licensure respondent must meet all current 

requirements for licensure including, but not limited to, filing a current application, meeting all 

current educational' and experience requirements, and taking and passing any and all examinations 

required of new applicants. 
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1 16. Instruction of Course Work Qualifying for Continuing Education 

Respondent shall not be an instructor of any course work for continuii:g education credit 

required by any license issued by the Board. 

17. Notification to Referral Services 

Respondent shall immediately send a copy of this decision to all referral services registered 

with the Board in which respondent is a participant. While on probation, respondent shall send a 

copy of this decision to all referral services registered with the Board that respondent seeks to 

JOlll. 

18. Reimbursement of Probation Program 

Respondent shall reimburse the Board for the costs it incurs in monitoring the probation to 

ensure compliance for the duration of the probation period. Reimbursement costs shall be 

$1,200.00 per year. 

19. Cost Recovery 

Respondent shall pay the Board $1,509 .11 as and for the reasonable costs of the 

investigation and prosecution of Case No. 200 2014 723. Respondent shall make such payments 

pursuant to a payment plan outlined by the Board. Respondent shall make the check or money 

order payable to the Board of Behavioral Sciences and shall indicate on the check or money order 

that it is the cost recovery payment for Case No. 200 2014 723. Any order for payment of cost 

recovery shall remain in effect whether or not probation is tolled. Probation shall not terminate 

until full payment has been made. Should any part of cost recovery not be paid in accordance 

with the outlined payment schedule, respondent shall be considered to be in violation of 

probation. A period ofnon-practice by respondent shall not relieve respondent ofhis or her 

obligation to reimburse the Board for its costs. 

Cost recovery must be completed six months prior to the termination ofprobation. A 

payment plan authorized by the Board may be extended at the discretion of the Enforcement 

Manager based on good cause shown by the probationer. 
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ACCEPTANCE 


I have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order. and nave fully 

discussed it with my attorney, A. Steven Frankel, Ph.D., J.D.. I understand the stipulation and the 

effect it "Nill have on my Marriage and Family Therapist License. I enter into this Stipulated 

Settlement and Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently~ and agree to be 

bound by the Decision and Ord~ ofthe Boa.rd ofBehavioral Sciences. 


DATED:«/ ;Jo1S--~ A~,..
~
· 

· -~~ 
Re!<pondent 

I have read and fully· discussea 'with Rcsp0ndcot Paul Anthony Gabrioctti the terms and 

. cooditions aod other m·~r;s con..f.Wp~~ i,l th~ !1bqve.St!pplat~d Settl~eµt and Disciplinary Order. . .. : . . . . . . 

I approve its form and content. 

DATED: '-(('[/I l~ 

I 

A. Steven Frankel, Ph.D., J.D. 

Attorney for Respondent 


J;}WORSEMENT 

. The for.egoing StiJ>Ula.ted Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully 

submitted for consideJ:ation by the Board of Behavio:i:al Sciences. 

Dated: q _/~ -IS" Respectfully ~ubmitled,

KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney Genci:al ofCalifomja 
·TuoMAS L. RINALDI 
Supeniising D"'"~~""""l' 

M. TRAVTS PEERY 
Deputy Attorney Gel:I~
Attorneysfor Complainant 
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Exhibit A 


Accusation No. 200 2014 723 




1 KAMALA D. HARRJS 
Attorney General of California 
ARMANDO ZAMBRANO 
Supervisi11g Deputy Attorney General 
LINDAL. SUN 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 207108 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Telephone: (213) 897-6375 
Facsi11ule: (213) 897-2804 

Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BERAVIORAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

. . 
· In the Matter ofthe Accusation Against: Case No. 200 2014 723 · 

PAUL ANTHONY GABRINETTI 
5525 O:;ikdale Avenue, #410 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 . ACCUSATION 

Marriage and Family Therapist License No. 
 MFC 8301 

Respondent. 

Complainant alleges: 

 PARTIES 

 1. Steve Sodergren (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in his official capacity as 

 the Acting Executive Officer of the Board of Behavioral Sciences (Board), Department of 

 Consumer Affairs. 
".,... _.. .. 

 2. On or about Septembe; 27, 1976, the Board issued Marriage and Family Therapist'"' · 

 License Number MFC 8301 to Paul Anthony Gabrinetti (Respondent). The Marriage and Family 

 TlJei:.1!-pist Licepse was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein 

 . and will expirn on March 31, 201 6" ulll.ess renewed.. 

 JURISDICTION 
' . .;· .- .... : 

 3. This· Accusation is brought before the Board under the authority ofthe followillg law's. 

 All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise iri.dicated. 
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STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

4. Section 4982.25 states: 

"The board may deny any application, or may suspend or revoke any license or registration 

issued under this chapter, for any of tbe following: 

11(a) Denial oflicensure, revocation, suspension, restriction, or any other disciplinary action 

in1posed by another state or territory or possession of the United States, or by any other 

governmental agency, on a license, certificate, or registration to practice marriage and family 

therapy, or any other healing art, shall constitute unprofessional conduct. A certified copy of the 

·disciplinary action decision or judgment shall l;>e conclusive evidence of that action." 


. COST RECOVERY PROVISION 


·· · 5. · Section 125 .3 of the Code provides, in pertinent -part, that the Board may request the 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have connnitted a violation or violations of 

the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and 

enforcement ofthe. case. 

CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Discipline by Another Agency) 

6. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 4982.25, subdivision 

 (a) in that be was disciplined by the Board ofPsychology. The circumstanc_es are as follows: 

7. In Case Number IF-2011-220530 "In the Matter ofthe Accusation Against Paul 

 Anthony Gabrinetti, ·Pli.D..", the Board ofPsychology issued a decision pursuant to a stipulated 

' 	 settlement revoking RE;:spondent's Psychologist License Number PSY 9076: However, the 

 revocation. was stayed, and Respondent's license was placed on probation for five (5) years, with 

terms and conditions. That Decision became effective on January 11, 2014. The circumstances 

 · 	 sunounding the discipline are that Respondent committed gross negligence, repeated acts of 

 negligence, and violated rules· ofprofessional conduct associating with his treatment and 

 relationship with M.T. 
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PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that following the hearing, the Board of Behavioral Sciences issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Marriage and Family Therapist License Number MFC 8301, 


issued to Paul Anthony Gabrinetti; 


2. Ordering Paul Anthony Gabrinetti to pay the Board ofBehavioral Sciences the 

reasonable costs ofthe investigation and.enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 125.3; 

3. Taking such other and further acti?n as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: _ _/t-+-~-;Z.-i_lf __
Acting Executive Officer 
Board ofBehavioral Sciences 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant 

LA2014512131 
51575540.doc 
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Exhibit B 


Decision and Order in Board of Psychology Case No. IF-2011-220530 




.BEFORE THE 
. BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY 

PEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: CaseNo. IF-2011-220530 

PAUL ANT-HONY GABRINETTI, Ph.D. OAH No. 2013040768 

5525 Oakdale Avenue, Suite 410 
Woodland J:-lills, Cali F9mia 91364 

Ps)1chologist License Number PSY 9076 

Respondent. 

"DECISION AND ORDER 

The .attache.d ·Stipl)l~ted Settl.~1.nent. ~nd D'isciplinary .Or,der is hereby .adopted by the Board 

.of Psycho.logy, Department .ofConsl)mer Affa.ir~, as ·its.P.eCisi on in thls ·m.atter. 

. . .h ll r. . ffi . . January U, 2014This D·.ec1s10ffs a :uecorne e ec.t1v.e-0.11 ___· _. ------ ­
Dec,ernber 12, 2·01:3· ll:is. so ORDERED 
--------~ 

FOR THE :BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY 
PEPARTMENT OF·CONSUMER AFFAi RS 
MICHAEL ERICKSON, PH.~-, , PRES.IDENT 

.,., 

AG-DISC - 00003 


http:ec.t1v.e-0.11


KAMALA 0. HARRIS 
Attorney General ofCa.lifornia 

ROBERT MCK1M ~ELL 

Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

TANN. TRAN 
Deputy Attorney General 

State Bar No. 197775 


300 So. Spring Street, Suite J702 

Los Angeles, CA 90013 

Telephone: (213) 897-6793 

Facsimile: (213) 897-9395 


Allorneysfor Complainanl 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

. ' ·' . 

ln the Matter ·ofthe Accusation Against: Case No. IF-2011-220530

PAUL ANTHONY GABRINETT1, Ph.D. OAH N.o. 2013040768

5525 OakdaJe Avenue, Suite410 STIPULATED .SETTLEMENT AND
Woodland Hills, California 91364 DISCIPLINARY ORDER 

PsychoJogist L.ic9nse Number ·PSY 9.07.6 

1---------------' 


. IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by-and betw.ee.n the _parties to the above­

entitled proceedings_that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES 

1. Thomas S. O'Connor (Complainanr) .is·the.l11tedm .Executive Officer oftl1e ·Board of 

Psych9logy .C.Boar.d). He brought this action $Ole ly in his officfol capac.ity and is repr:esented in 

this matter by Kamala.D. Harri~, A~tprn~y a·en~.ral -ofthe Stat~ of California, by Tan N. Tran, 

Deputy Attorney General. 

2. R9Spondcnt Pa4) Anthc;my Qabrinetti, .Ph.D. (Respondent) is represented in this 

proceeding .by .attorney A. Steven f.rankel, Ph.D" J.D., whose address is; 3527 Mt. Diabl_o Bl\id,. 

#269, Lafayette, CA 94549. 
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3. On or about July 29, 1985, the Board issued Psychologist License No. PSY 9076 to 

Respondent. The Ucense was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought 

in Accusation No. 1 F-20 I 1-220530 and will expire on May 31, .20 I 5 unless renewed . 

JURISDJCTJON 


4. Accusation No. 1 F-2011-220530 was filed before the Board of Psychology (Board), 

Dep.artment of Consumer Affairs, and is.currently pending against Respondent. The Accusation 

and all oth~r statutorily required d_ocuments were properly served on Respondent on March 20, 

2013. Rcspond_ent timely filed his Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation. 

5. A copy of Accusation No. lF-2011-220530 is attached as exhibit A and incorporated

herein by reference. · 


ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 


6. Respondent.has carefully read, folly discussed .w-ith counsel_, and understands the 

charges.and allegations in Accu-sation No. 1 F-20~ ·l-220530. Respondenthas a]so careful ~y read,· 

fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects ofthis Stipulated Settlement and 

Disciplinary Order. 

7. Respol')dent is fully aware ofhis legal r.ights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the .charnes and allegations in t~e Acc.us~tion; the dghl t.o \;ie repr~sented by .counsel at . 

. his own expense;. ~he :dght to confront .and cross-,examine.th.e wiJ.nesses against him; the r.ight io 

pres~nt eyidence.ang to testify on his. o"vn behalf; the .r'ight-to the issuance of subpoenas t() .compel 

the attendance ofwitness~s an<! :th_e pr.o.du.ction ofdocuments; the right to reconsideration and 

court review of an adverse. decision; and ~IJ .other rights acc.orded 'by th~ California 

Administrative Procedure Act and other applicaple Jaws. 

8. Res_pondent voluntarily., knowirtgiy, and intelligently waives and gives up each and· 

. every rightset fo1th above. 


CULPABILITY 

9. - .Respondent.doernot contest .that at .an administrative hear.ing, complainant could 

establish a primafacie case with respect to the charges and allegations contained in Accusation 
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No. l F-20} l-2205 30, and tha.t he has thereby subjected his Psychologist License }lo. PSY 9076 

to disciplinary action. 

10. Respondent agrees that his Psychologist License is subject to discipline and he agrees 

to be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in the Disciplinary Order below. 

RESERVATION 

11. The admissions made by Respondent herein are only for the purposes of this 

proceeding, o.r any other proceedings in which the Board of Psychology or other professional 

licensing agency is involved, and shall not be admissible in any other criminal or civil 

proceeding. 

CONTINGENCY 

[2. This stipulation· shall ·be subje~t to approval by the Board of Psychology. Respo.ndent 

understands and agrees that co:unsel for .Complainant and the staff.of the Board .of'Psychology 

ma)' comm1,micate directly wjth .the Bo.ard regatd.ing this stipulation and settlementA withotJt 

notice to or participation by Respondent .or nis counsel. By signing the stipulation, Respondent 

unaerstands and agrees .tbat ·he may not withdraw his -agreement or seek to re.scind tbe stipulatiort 

prior to the time the Boa.rd considers and acts upon it. lfthe Board fails to adopt this stipulation 

· as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated.Settlement and Disciplinary Order shall be of no forc.e:or 

¢ffect, ex.cept for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action between the .parties, 

and the.Boar:d ·shall not be disq1,1alified from fµrther a,ctio.n by"havlng considered tjlis matter. 

13. Th.e·parties understan.d and agree .that Portable Docl)ment Format (PDF) and ·facsimile 

copies of this S~ipulated Settlement and Di.sdplinary Ord.er, inc.Juding Portable Document Format · 

(PDFJ and facsimile signa.tures .thereto, shall have the i;ame fqrce and effect as the originals. 

14. ln consid~ration Of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties ~gree that 

tbe Board may; without further notice'.or formal proceedii1g, i.ssue and enter the following 

Disciplinary Order: 
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DISCIPLINARY ORDE'R 


IT JS HEREBY ORDERED that Psychologist License No. PSY 9076 .issued to Respondent 

Paul Antony Gabrinetti, Ph.D. is revoked. However, the revocation is stayed and. Respondent is 


placed on probation for fi ve (5) years on the following terms and conditions. 

1. PSYCHOLOGlCAL EVALUATION Within 90 days of the effective date of this 


Decisio.n and on a period ic basis thereafter as may be required by the Board or its designee, 


respondent shall undergo a_psycbological evaluation (and psychological testing, ifdeemed 


necessary) by a Board-appointed Californi a-licGnsed psychologist. Respondent shall sign a 


.release which authorizes the evah,iator to furnish the Board a current DSM JV diagnosis and a 

written r.epor.t regarding the respondent'.s judgrne.v! and/or ability to function. indepcndertly as a 

psycho'logisl with safoty to ·the _public, and whatever other information the Board deems relevant 

to the-case, The completed eyaluation is fhe sole ·pi·operty o.f the Bo.::ird . The evaluation should 

not :be disc'losed·to anyone not.authorized by the Board or by .court order. 

lfth~ Boar.cl concludes from the ·results of the evaluation that respondent is unable to 

practice independently and .safely, r.espondent shall immediately cease accepting new patients 

and, in accordance with pi·ofessiona.J standards, shall appropriately ·refer/terminate ex1sti.ng 

patients \vithin 30 days and shall not resume practice until a Board-appointed evaluator 

deten')71ines that .resppnden~ is .safe to practice. Dl.!r:il')g:this suspension p!!riod,· probation will .be 

tolled and will not.commence again until th!! suspensfon is concluded. 

Jfongoing p~ychotherapy ·is r.ecommended in -the psycholo'gical evaluation, the Bo.ard will 

notify respon.d.ent in writing to submit to such th~rapy and to select a psychotherapist for approval 

by the Board or its designec within 30 days <if such notification .. The therapist .shaH 1) be a 

{;alifomia:_.licensed psychologist with a clear and c\lrrent license; 2) have no previous busines~, 
. 	 . 

professional, personal or other relationshi)J with responde11t; and 3) not be the same person as 


respondent'·s practice monitor. Frequency'of psychotherapy shall be determined upon 


recommendaiion ofthe treating psychotherapist with approval by the Board or its designee; 


 however, psychotherapy shall, at a minimum, consist of one one~hour session per week. 

Respondent shall continue psychotherapy until r~leased by the approved psychologist and 
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approved by the Board or its designee. The Board OJ Hs designee may order a re-evaluation upon 

receipt of the therapist's recommendation. 


Respondent shall execute a release authorizing the therapist to provide to the Board any 

information the Board or its designee deems appropriate, including quarterly reports of 

respondent's therapeutic progress. Respondent shall furnish a copy of this Decision l'o the 

therapist. If the therapist detennin.es the respondent cannot continue to independently render 

psychological services, with safety to-the-public, he/she shall notify the Board immediately. 

Respondent shall pay all costs associated with the psycholog.ical evaluation and ongoing 

psychotb~rapy . Fai lure to pa)' costs will be considered a violation of the probation order. 

2. PRACTICE MONITOR Within 90·dqys .ofthe .effective date of this Decision, 
. . 

respondent shall submit to.the Board or its designee for prior approval, the name and 

qualifications of a .ps,ycho'Jo,gistwho·bas.agreed to serve as a practice monitor. The monitor shall 

1) be a C~li:fomia-licensed psychologist with a clear .and curreot license; 2) h?lve no prior 

business, professional, pcrson\11or other rel!!-tio.nship with re.~po.ndent; a.nd 3) not be·the same 

person as respondent's 1hentpist. The m~ni.tor' s~~ucation and experJence sbaJl .be in the same 

·field of practiee as that of.the respondent. 

Once approve~, the monitor shall ·submit-to'the Board or its designee a plan by which 

:i;espondent'spi:actice shall be-.mouitored . . Monitoring-shall consist ofa ·least .one hour per we.ck .of

individual face ·to face meetings and shall continue du.ring the eh.tire·'probationary period. The 

respondent shall provide the monitor -with· a popy ofthis Decision and access to resµon.de.nt's 

fiscal and/or patient records. Respondent shall obtain any necessary patient releases to enable the 

. monitor to r.eview records and to make direct contact v•ith patients. Respondent shnll execute a 

re~a.s,e authorizing the moni.tor to divulge any infonnation that tbe J3om-d may n,~qlly$1. It sball be 

respondent's responsibility to assure that the.monito.r submits written reports to the Board or its 

designee qn aquarter.ly basis verifying that monitoring has taken pface and _providing an 

evaluation of respondent's performance. 

Respondent shall notify all current and potential patients ~~any term or condition of 

probation which will affect theirtherapy or the confidentiality oftheir records (such as this 
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'coodition which requires a practice monitor/billing monitor). Such notifications shall be signed 


by each patieot prior to continuing or commencing treatment. 


If the monitor quits or is otherwise no longer available, respondent shall obtain approval 


from th'e Board for a new monitor within 30 days. If no new monitor is approved within 30 days, 

respondent shall not practice until a new monitor has been approved by the Board or its designee. 

During this period of non-practice, probation will be tolled and wi II not commence again until the 

period of non-practice is completed. Respondent shall pay al l costs associated with this 

monitoring requirement. Failure to pay these .costs shall be considered a violation of probation. 
. .. 

The practice monitor is required for a mi nimum period ofone year. Thereafter, the practice 

monitoring.requirement may be disconti.nued upon :~written recommendation :from s~i.d rnqnitsi.r . 

that nwn itoring of Respondent-i s no longer necessary. 

3. EXAMINA TJON(S) Respondent shal I take the CPLEE within 90 days of the 

effective <late of the: deci$ion. If respon9~nt fai)s such e:Xaf.11'ination, responderitshall immediately 

cease accepting ne\V .patients ·and, ip .accordance wi.th professional slandard,s, shall appropriately 

·refer/terminate .existing·patients within 30 days and shall not·resume ·practice until the re­

examination has been successfulJy passed, .as ·evidenced by written notice to respondent from the. 

Board or its designee. During this period of non-practice, .probation shall be tolled .and w ill not 

.commence again unt il the suspension is completed·. leis respondent's responsibility to contact.the 

Board in writing to make arrangements for such examination. Respondent shall pay the 

established .examination fee(s). 

4. COURSEWORK Respondent shall take anq successfully comp'lete not 'less than 

twenty (20) hoµrs each year of proi>ation. Type/Area ofCoursework mqst be preapproved by the 

Board· or its designe~. All 99ursework shall be.taken .at the grad1,1ate leveLat an accredited 

educational instittHion or by an approved continuing education provider. Classroom a ttendance .is 

specifically required; ·correspondence or home shjdy coursework shall not count toward meeting 

this -requirement. . The coursework must:be in addition to any continuing education courses that 

may ·be required for license renewal. 

Within 90 days ofthe effective date o'rthis Decision, respondent shall submit to the Board 
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or its designee for its prior approval a plan for meeting the educational requirements. All costs of 

the coursework shall be paid by the respondent . 

5. ETHICS COURSE Within 90 days of the effective date of this Decision, respondent 

shall submit to the Board or its designeo for pr.ior approval a course in laws and ethics as they 

.relate to the practice of psycho logy. Said course must be successfu lly completed at an accredited 

educational institution or through a provider approved by the Board's accreditation agency for 

continuing education credit. Said course must be taken and completed within one year ,from the 

effective date of this Decision. The cost associated. with tbe law and ethics course shall be paid 

by the respondent. 

· "6. · PSYCHOTHERAPY Within 90 days.of the effective date ofthis Decision, a 

tberapist shall be selected by ~he respondent for approval by the Board. The therapist shall .l) be a 

Californ~ia-:l icensed psychologist with a c'.le<!r and current-license; 2) have no previou$ busine~s, 

professional, personal, or other relationship w ith respondent; <\Ild 3) not be the same person <is 

respondent's monitor. Re·spondent shall fumjsh a·.copy of this .Decision to the therapist. 

-Psychotherapy shall, at a min"itmiin, consist ofone h"ciur per week over a per"iod of2(5 weeks after 

, ··which it may continue or terminate upon the written recommendation :of thet herapist \Vith 

.approval by t he Board or its designee. The Board or .its designee may order a re~eva:luation upon 

rec,ejpt.of the -therap:ist's rccoi:nmen9ation. 

Respo_ndent shall execute a release authorizing the therap"ist to provide to the ·Board or its· 

designe~ any information the Board deems appropriate; including quarterly reports of · 

respondent's thera_peutic progress. 1t $ha! 1-b.e respondent's responsibility ·to assure that the 

reqL\ired quarterly repo~s are fl.led by the therapist in a time1y manner. If the therapist notifies the 

Board theyt the therapist believ.es the resp_ondent(:annot 0continue to safely render psycbological 
. . 

services, respondent shall .immediately cease accepting-new patients and, in accordance with 

professional standards, shall app.ropriatdy refer/ti!rmiuate existing patients within 30 days and 

s·hall not resume practice until a Board-appointed evaluator. determines that respondent is again 

safe to practice. During this period of non-practice, probation shall be tolled and wil l not 

~ommence again until the period ofnon-practice is-completed. 
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lf, prior to the termination of probation, respondent is found not to b~ mentally fit to resume 

the.practice of psychology without restrictions, the Board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over 

the respondent's license and the period of probation shall be extended until the Board or its 

designee determines that the respondent is mentally fit to resume the practice of psychology 

without restrictions. 


Cost ofpsychotherapy is to be paid by the respondent. 


7. TNYESTIGATfON/EN FORCEMENT COST RECOVERY Respondent shall pay 

the Board its costs of investigation and enforcement in the amount of $7 ,080.00 within the first 

year of proba~on. Such costs shall b_e payable to the Board of Psychology and are to be paid 

r~gard.less ofwhether the probation is to.iled,·,Failure. to pay such costs shall be considered a 

violation ofprobation. 

The filing-of bankruptcy by respondent shall not relieve respond~nt ofthe responsibility to 

repay investigation and -enforc.ement costs. 

8. PROBATION COSTS Respondent shall pay the costs -associated with probation 


monitoring each and every year ofprcibatiob. Such .costs shall be payable to the Board of 


Psychology .at t1ie end ofeach fiscal year (June 30). . Failure to.pay such .costs shall he considered . 


a violation ofprobation. 


The filing of bankruptcy .by :respondent ·shall ,not relicv.e .respondent ofthe responsibility to 


repay probation monitoring cost,.~. 


9. OBEY ALL LAWS Respondent shall obey all federal, state, and local laws and .al l 


regulations governing the pn1ctice ofpsych0logy in Cal.ifomia including the eth'ical guidelines of 


the American Psychologi~al Association. A full and detailed account of any and all violations of 


law shall be reported by the respondent t() the Board or its designee i11 writing within sev.enty-two 


(72) _hours ofoccurrence. 


I0. QUARTERLY REPORTS Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations under 

penalty of perjury on-forms p·rovided.by the Board or·its designee, stating whether !here has been · 

compliance with al l the cond.itions of p.robation. Quarterly reports attesting to non-practice status 

are to be sub1uitted lf probation 'is .tolled. 
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11. PROBATION COMPLIANCE Respondent shall comply with the Board's probation 

program and shall, upon reasonable notice, report to the Board of Psychology probation monitor. 

Respondent shall contact the assigned .Probation monitor regarding any qL1estions specifi c to the 

probation order. Respondent shall not have any unsolicited or unapproved contact with l) 

complainants associated witl1 the case; 2) Board members or members of its staff; or 3) persons 

serving.the Board as expert evalL1ators. 

12. INTERVIEW WITH BOARD OR ITS DESIGNEE Respondent shall appear in 

person for interviews with the Boarq or its designee upon request at various intervals and with 

reaso.ni:ible noti.cc. 

13. CHANGES OF EMPLOYMENT · Respondent shall notify the Boa~? 'in writin~. 

through the assigned probation monitor, oi'an~· a.nd illl 9hanges of employment, location, and 

address within 30 days ofsuch change. 

14. TOLLJNG FOROUT-OF-'STATE ,PRACTICE, RESTDENCE OR IN­

STATE NON-PRACTICE fo the .event·respohdent should leave California to reside or to 

practi-ce .butside:.the State, or for any r.eason sho.uld-respondent·slop practicing psychology 

in California, respondent,shall ·rtotify :the Board or its designee in writing '¥.itbin ten·days of 

the ·dCJ.tes ofdeparture:and retllrn or .the dates of non..practice within California. Non­

prae:tice is define~fas any pet-iod oftime.exceed.ing thirty days in which respondent is not 

.engaging 'i.n <;1ny .activlties.d.e:fined in Sectiqn.s 2902 and 2903 of the. Business and 

P.rofessions ·Cod.e. D1:1i:ing periodH)f·non-practice, the probationary period .is tolled an9 

responc!enCs license or registration .shall :be placed Gin ina~tive s.tatus. The probat1on.ary 

period wil.! not <;ommence agaiC\ until respondent activates his or her license and r.esumes 

practicing .psychology i.n the-st!j.te ofCalifornia .. However, the Board may require 

respondentlo complete certain terms of probation that are not associated with active 

practice and respondent witl be required to pay cost recovery' and restitution as ordered. 

15. EMPLOYMENT AND SUPERVlSJON OF TRAINEES If respondent is licensed as 

a psychologist, he/she shall not employ or supervise or apply to employ or supervise 

. · psycho,logiC:al. ~ssistants, interns ortrainees ,during the.course of this probation . .Any such 
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supervisorial relationship in existence on the effective date of this probation shall be terminated 

by respondent and/or the Board. 

16. FUTURE REGISTRATION OR LICENSURE If respondent is registered as a 

psychological assistant or registered psychologist and subsequent ly obtains other psychofogical 

assistant or registered psychologist registrations or becomes.l icensed as a psychologist during the 

course .of this probationary order, this Decision shall remain in full force and effect un ti l the 

probationary period is succt;ssfully terminated. Future registrations or 1icensure shall not.be 

approved, however, un~il respondent is currently in compliance with all of the terms and 

conditio(1s of probation. 

,. 17. · VIOLATION OF PRO~ATIO'N · lf r~spondent viol11tes probation ii1 any respect, the. 
. . . 

Board may, .aftergivio,g .respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, revoke probation and 

carry out.the disciplinary order that was stayed. -Ifan Accusation or Petition to Rev.eke Probation 

is tiled against respondent during probati-on, the Board shall have continuing jurisdiction until lhe 

matter is final, and the period ofprobation .shall be extended until the matter is fina l. No Petition 

fo r Mod.ification or Termination pf Probation :shall ·be considered wbile there is an Accusati0n or 

:Petition to Revoke Probation pending against tesp.ondent. 

18. COMPLETION OF PROBATION Upo.n successful.completion ufprobation, 

r.espoodenfs· license . s~aU beJu,lly res(ored. 

l~. LICEN SE SURRENDER. Following the effective date ofthis Decision, if 

Respondent ceases .pr\icticing due to .retirement or. ·heal~h .reasons or ·is otherwise unabl~ to satisfy 

the terms and conditions of probation, Resp.ondent may reql.Jes! to su rrender his or her li.c~nse. 

The Board reserves the right to evaluate Respondent's request and to exercise its discreti.qn in 

detenninin~ whether or not to -grant the r.equest, or .to take any other action deemed appropriate 

and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance ofthe surrender, Respondent 

shall within 15 calendar days deliver Respondent's wallet and wall certificate to the Board or its 

designee and Respondent.shall no longer practir;e medicine. Respondent will no longer be subject 

to the terms and conditions of probation. If Respondent re-applies for a psychologist license, the 

appljcation shall be treate9 as a-petition for reinstatement Df a revoked certificate.· 
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p.2 D.ec0613 i2:32p Frankel PhD JDf'r'oung MO 925-S.44-8889 

ACCEPTANCE 

l have c2.refiilly Te:ad the above Stipulaled Settlement and Disciplfoary Order and have fully 

discussed it with my anomcy, A- Steven Frankel, Ph.D., J.D.. 1 understand the stipulation and the 

dTecl it will h?-ve on my Psychologist License:. I enter into this Stipulated Settlement and 

Disciplinary O rder voluntmily, knowingly, 

,
and ihtelllgehtly, and agr-ce to be bound by1be · 

Decision a;1d :Order of the Board -0fPsychology.
.... ···--. 

pAT£.D: /.~fr,, !woes. 
.r / ... 

-~··~~~--··--=--12~·~_:__0_;_,-""~---~~--~
P.aUJ • · .abrinct!:i, PH.I:{
Respondent . ' ­

[ have read and fully discussed :with Respondent Paul A. Gabrinetti, Ph.D. the terms and 

condirl ons and other matters·contained in the above Stipulated Settlement a.Dd Disciplinary Order. 

 rapprove .itS form and cotttcnt. 


DATED: t2 ////J 

A. Ste\leo Frankel, Pb.D:, J.D. 

... .Attorney for Respondent

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
... ' . : . 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 .

15 

16 

17 Ill 

. 18 Ill 

19 :11 


20 Iii 


21 Ill 


22 Ill 


23 /// 


24 Ill 


25 Ill 


;26 Ill 


27 111 


28 Ill 


11 

~TIPULATED SEITLEMENT (lF-2011-220530) 

AG-DISC - 00014 


I 



ENDORSEMENT 

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfu lly 

submitted for consideration by the Board of Psychology of the Department ofConsumer Affairs. 

Dated: 
 Respectfully submitted, 

KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
ROBERT MCKIM B ELL 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

- .? 

~

. ·TAN N. TRAN 
· :._. Deputy Attorn~y. General 

··· Aaorneysfm· Complainant 
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J(_t>,MALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
ROBERT M CK1M BELL 
Supervisi:ng Deputy Attorney General 
TANN. TRAN 

FILED 
Deputy Altomey General STATE OF CALIFORl~IA 
State .Bar No. 197775 BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY 

California Department of Ju.stice SACRAM],NTO f3 

300 South Spriug Street, S.uite l 702 BY ( 
Ldf!/;J;n;;?

~Ad&Jl//r _.,,
Los Angel·es, California 90013 (/ 

Telephone: (2 l 3) 897-6793 
Facsimile: (2 13) 897-9395 

Attorneys for Complainanr 

BEFORE THE

noAPJ) OF PSYCHOLOGY 


DEl'ARTMENT. OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation ,A.gainsJ: Case ·No. lF-201 1-220530 

PAU~ ANTHONY GA.BRD\TETTI, Pb..D. A C C 'U S AT I 0 .N 

5525 Oakdale.Avenue, Suite 410 
Woodland Hills, California 91364 

·Psychologist Lioense. Numb~r PSY 9076, 

. Respoudent. 

Complai1rnnt alleges: 

PARTIES. 

1. , Robert 1. Kahane, J~D. (Complaimmt) brings this Accllsation solely in his official 

capacity as the Ex.ecubve Offi.cer of the California B.oai·d of Psychology (B.oard). 

2. On or about July 29, 1985, tbe B.oard issued Psychologist License number PSY 9076 

lo Paul Anthony Gabrinetti, Ph.D. {Respondent). That license was ·n1 full forc~ .and effect at a]] 

t imes relevant .to the charges brought herein and will expire on May 3 1, 2013, unJess renewed. 
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.TURISDlCTION 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board of Psychology (Board)
1 

Depa11n1ent of

Consumer Affairs, tmder the authority of the following laws. All section references are to the

Busi11ess and Professions Code ·unless otherwise indicated.


4. Section 2960 of the Code slate.s:

"The board m<iy refuse lo issue any registration OT license, or may issue a

registration or license ·with ten11S and conditions, or may suspend or revoke the 

registrntion or.Jic~nse of any regislranl or licensee ifthe applicant, registrant, or licensee 

has been gu ilty of unprofessional conduct.. Unprofessional co1;dqc1. shall include, but nol 

·be limited to: : . . 

" 

1 "(h) Willful, una:utborized con11urn}icatfon of infonnatioi1 l:eceived in professional 


confidence. 


"(i) VioJating.any rule ofprofes·sjonal 001iduct_pto111ulgated by the hoar~ and set 


forth in regulatio·ns dttly adopted under this chapter. 


"(j) Befo.g grossly negligent in the practice ofhis or her profession. 


" 

·"(n) ·The commission. ofany dishonest, corrupt, or fraudulent aot. 

'!(o} Any act of sexual.abuse, ·or sexua} relations with.a patient or fom1eT patient 

within 1.wo years fo11owing tem1ination o(therapy, or sex:-ual mfoconduct that is 

substantially re1at~d to the qualifications, functions or duties ofa psychologist or 

psychological assistant or registered psychologist. 


"(r) Repeat.ed acts of negligence. 

· 5. Section 29.64.6 ofthe Code provid"es that, if an adi:nini.slrative disciplinary 

decision imposes tenns of probati.ou, ·such terms may include, amoDg ot11er things, a 

requirement that tbe licensee wl10 is beiug placed on pi.:obation pay the monetary costs 
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25 

associated with monitoring the probation. 

6. Secti.on 125.3 of the Code states, in pertinent part, that the Board ma)'

request the administrative Jaw judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a

violation or violations of the Jicensin.g act to pay a sum nol to exceed the reasonable cost 

oft11e investigation and enforcement of the case. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Gross Negligence) 

7. Respondent is subject.to disciplinary actio.n under Code section 2960U), in that he 

was grossly Degli gent in the practice ofhis·pr.o.fession..Thefacts and circumslm1ces ~re as 
'I I ,

, ; ~ 

follows:. 

8. Respondent was M.T.'s p·sychologist a:nd treated M.T. for depression, inability to 

functiol'l adequately, marital problems, anxiety and seli-esteem issu~.s from about November 2005 · 

tbrough·August 2008.1
. M.T. claims that during this time period, Respondent would often hold 

h;:r lian.d h:1 session, 1mgged her, told her.fl:rnJ she wa.s special compared to o.the,r patients, ap.d t11at 

 he feit intensely ab.out her in and 'Out ofsessions. Tl)e fonnal psychoiogist-patient relationship 

:between Respondent and M.T. terrnil1ated ii) August 2008. 

 9. D.espite thi~ tem1inatipn, therelationshipb.etween Respondent and M.T. contim.1ed 
 

oh..a social/collegial basis beginning.around October 2008 ·and extended almost three years 

thereafter, .during i.vhicl1 Lime:both Respo11dent and M.T. w~uld meet in coffee shops, parks, in 

Resportdenf·s office, in M.T. 's office. After the psy.chologist-patient relationship between 

Respondent and M.T. tenninated in August 2008, Resp011dent and M.T. also coJ1tinued to 

exchange telephonic and ernalJ comnmn.ications; and they eve11attended therapy sessions 

together. 




.1 Q_ For exa1nple, in June 2010, Respondent and M.T. m~t with Richard Baker, M.D. 

ln Dr. Baker's treatment summary, he states that Respondent and M.T. sought treatment due to 

1· The Respon.dent has stated tbal the init.ial .~911su.1.tauon w.as in.rela\ion to \:iringing "clusW'c" between·M.T. 
and J1er previ.ous therapist.
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"'umesolved issues that got .in the way" of their rela1ionship post-therapy. Dr. Baker also states 

tba1 Respondent did oot 1mderstand the power differential that was evoked by him appreciating 

M.T. M.T. also had one inclividual session ·with Dr. Baker to cla1ify what had transpired during 

and after the joint sessio11. 

11.. 111 January 2011; Respondent and M.T. also had a session ·with Monis Eagle, 

Ph.D. Ds. Eagle stated ti1al hc :was aware th_at both Respondent and M.T. were his patients, and 

that the pUJ])OSe of the session was to ''c1arify t11e nature of [Respondent's and M.T. 's] 

relationship." 

12. · h1 March 201 1, Resp011de.nt.and M.T. ·had two sessions .with Wendy Gregson, . 

MFT, in order to address :unresolved issues M.T. had bad with Responde~t. ·or. Gregson-stated in 

her summary that Respondent .admitted that he bad held hands with M.T. and .bad acted on his 

feel~ngs of attraction t0w.a.r.ds M.T. while Responde1it ai1d M.T. were in a doctor-patient 

re1ationship. 

13. Re~pondent"Was grossly neg1igeRt in the practice· of.his professi011 for stepping out 

ofhis profr~ssio~1al role' and co~1fusipg M,T. about the 11a.tµre.ofthein:e~ationship, specificaUy for 

seeing M.T. on a.social .basis outside of-the-office after the therapeutic relationship was 

teni1i11ated. 

SECOND CAUSEFORDT.SCIPLINE 

(Repeated Acts ofNegligence) 

14. ·By rea·son ofthe ma~ters set forlh ~bove in·paragra,phs 6 through .9, Respondent is 

subject to disciplinary action under Code section 2960(r), for repeated .acts of negligence in the 

practice ofb'is profession. The fads .and:circumst<1n~es alleged it1 paragraphs 8-13 are 

incorp·orated as thotigb set forth fully. 

THffi.D CAUSE FOR DlSC1PLlNE 

(Violation of Rules .ofProfessional Conduct) 

15. Respondent is.subject to disciplinary action under Code section 29.60(i), in that he 

violated a rule of.professional cond,uct promulgated by the .Board. The facts and circumstances 
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a·11eged in parag:raphs 8-13 are incorporated as l110ugh set forth fu1Jy. Additional facts and 

cfrcumstances are as follows: 

A. The applicable standards of conduct for psychologists at the time in 

guestion was that a psychologist fake reasonabl_e steps to avoid harming their 

clientsipatients -and to minimize ham1 where it is foreseeable and avoidable. (APA Ethical 

Principles of Psy<;.hologists and Code. of Conduct 3.04 - Avoiding Ham1). AJ>A codes 

3.05 (Multiple Relationships) and.3.08 (Exploitative Relationships). 

B . Respondent violateo APA Ethics code section 3 .04, in that he stepped out 

. of his professio11al role and confosed MT about U1e nature of tbeir.relationship, 

spe6ifically for seeing M.T. on a social ])asis bL~tside ofthe offi~e .after the tl1erapeutic ·

relationship was tenninated, especially wl1e11 M.T. had issues with her previous therapist 

regardi,ng "closur¢" issues.. In so doin:g, RespGnderit also violated APA code sections 3.05 

and·.3.08, which proh.ibits.mu111ple/dual relationships and/or exploitative relationships. 

c. Respondent also violated MA Ethics code sections 6.01 (Documentation 

. ofprofession~ and scientific work and inaintenance pf records)1 and 6.02 (Maintenance, 

dissemination, and disposal of confideqtial records ofprofessional and scientific work). 

TI1e circwnstances·are as fqllows: 

D. When M.T. requested her medicaJ recor.ds, Responde1it claims he co.uld 11ol 

produce them due to wa,ter damage. hr Respondent, he ·moved his personal residence and 

a box of files from his. office to a public storage fa~i1ity. He states this was the first time 

he. had a storage unit ai'ld the first lirne he had moved records out of b.is office. He further 

states that he 1eft one box of con'fidenti.al ·pallei1t information outside &nd 11nattenO.ed while

11e was moving articlqs from his personal residence. From Respondent's account, a 

rainsto.rm ha,ppen~d. hi the 30 minutes that be was gone and wate.r poured into tbe 

m1attended reco1ds. Respondent did i10.l contact a records. restoratiop service. He did not 

call his ma)practice agene:y to discuss t11e loss of these records, 11or did be contact.patients 

to indicate 1hatrecords had been 1ost, nor did he document w11ich records wer.e 10.st. 
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PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held OD the matters herein 

alleged, and thaf following the hearing, tlie Board jssue a decision: 


l . Revoking or suspending Psychologist's ·License Number PSY 9076 issued to Paul 

Gabrinetti, Pl1.D.; 


2. Ordering J1im to pay the reasonable costs of the investigaLion and enforcement of 


this case, and, ifplaced on probation, the costs of probation monitoring; 


3. T~ng such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

. .: .L. ·" . DAT~P: March 20, 2{)13 ,, 

. . . . . ~ . . . . .
~··· 

·. ·: ' .. 
. . : . 

l . 

. ., ·. 

ROBERT I. KAflA.NE, J.D.
Executive Officer 
California Bo_ard ofPsychology 

Complainant 
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