
BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

ST A TE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Statement of Issues Case No. : 2002014000833 
Against : 

OAHNo.: 2014121003 
ALTAMARA TAMI MINIX, 

Respondent. 

DECISION 

Pursuant to Government Code section 11517 (c)(2)(C), the attached Proposed Decision is hereby 
Adopted by the Board of Behavioral Sciences as the final Decision in the above-entitled matter 
with the following technical changes: 

• 	 On page 4, the first sentence in the ORDER section is changed to read: "Respondent 
Altamara Tami Minix shall be issued a Registration as a Marriage and Family Therapist 
Intern"; 

• 	 On page 5, paragraph 5, 4908.02 is changed to 4980.02; 

• 	 On page 8, paragraph 15, the language is changed to read: "Respondent shall reimburse 
the Board for the costs it incurs in monitoring the probation to ensure compliance for the 
duration of the probation period, in the amount of $1,200 per year." 

This Decision shall be effective on July 15. 2015. 

It is so ORDERED June 15, 2015. 

FOR THE BOARD Of BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 



BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Statement of Issues 

Against: Case No. 2002014000833 

ALTAMARA TAMI MINIX, OAH No. 2014121003 

Marriage and Family Therapist Intern 

Registration Applicant 

Respondent. 

PROPOSED DECISION 

Kirk E. Miller, Administrative Law Judge, Office of Administrative Hearings, heard 
this matter on April 14, 2015 in Oakland, California. 

Tim McDonough, Deputy Attorney General, appeared on behalf of complainant Kim 
Madsen, Executive Officer of the Board of Behavioral Sciences (Board), Department of 
Consumer Affairs, State of California. 

Respondent Altamara Tami Minix appeared and represented herself. 

The record was again closed and the matter was submitted on April 14, 2015. 

FACTUAL FINDINGS 

1. Kim Madsen (Complainant) filed the Statement of Issues in her official capacity. 

2. On February 21, 2014, Altamara Tami Minix (respondent) filed an application with 
the Board for a Registration as a Marriage and Family Therapist Intern. On her application, 
respondent disclosed that she had previously been convicted of a misdemeanor. As a result of 
the conviction, on June 13, 2014, the Board denied respondent's application. Respondent 
appealed the denial, and this hearing followed. 

Respondent's Conviction 

3. On December 5, 2013, in the Superior Court of California, County of Solano, on a 
plea of no contest, respondent was convicted of a violation of Penal Code section 415(2) 



(disturbing another person by loud or unreasonable noise), a misdemeanor. Imposition of 
sentence was suspended, and respondent was placed on one year of court probation, with terms 
and conditions that included completing an anger management class and paying various fines 
and fees. 

The facts and circumstances underlying the conviction are that on December 16, 
2012, respondent was backing up her car in a parking lot, and nearly hit a pedestrian who 
was walking while speaking on a cell phone. The two became involved in an argument, 
during which time respondent used harsh language and brandished a golf club at the victim. 

Respondent's Evidence 

4. Respondent described the circumstances under which the confrontation occurred. 
She stated that the car backing incident caused her to loudly utter an explicative. The car 
window was open, and her words were overheard by the victim, who then approached 
respondent's car and did not leave. Respondent testified that she felt threatened, and as a result 
she picked up the golf club she had in the car and extended it in the victim's direction. 

5. Following the incident, respondent got out of the car with her son and went into a 
restaurant to eat. In the meantime, the victim called the police and respondent was arrested, in 
front of her son, when she came out of the restaurant. Respondent credibly testified she regrets 
the incident and the use of profanity in front of her son. She testified that she was wrong, and it 
has been embarrassing, expensive and a learning experience that she wishes she had avoided. 

6. Respondent testified that she completed the court ordered anger management class 
at Kaiser and found it helpful. It involved role play, journaling and group feedback. She 
learned techniques as simple as "breathing before reacting," and she is using what she learned in 
her own work with others. She was the only woman in a class of 16 men. Respondent testified 
that she has completed all of the requirements of her probation. 

7. Respondent's goal is to become a licensed marriage and family therapist (MFT). 
She completed a bachelor's degree in criminal justice in 1995, at California State University 
Hayward, and received her master's degree in clinical psychology from John F. Kennedy 
University in 2011. She has started the class work for a doctorate degree and she expects to do 
her dissertation on trauma and healing. 

8. In order for respondent to be eligible for licensure as an MFf, respondent must 
have a Registration and work as a supervised intern for 3,000 hours. Respondent was serving as 
an intern at New Pathways Counseling in Vallejo, until her Registration was denied. 

9. Respondent is presently working for the YMCA , which has a contract with the 
City and County of San Francisco Human Services Agency, to provide support to families 
receiving public assistance. She directs the family resource center, which provides services 
such as parenting skills and housing support to a disadvantaged population in need of this 
service. 
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10. Since her offense, respondent has taken several continuing education classes 
which are directly related to marriage and family therapy. 

11. Donita D. Carter, Ed.D, MSW, is a social worker at the Department of Human 
Services, Department of Aging and Adult Services, of the City and County of San Francisco, 
and who has worked with respondent in connection with the services this agency provides. She 
indicates in her letter that she has known respondent professionally for nine years, and states: 

. . . [Respondent] is exceptionally proficient in providing clinical 
insight and services to a population that has been underserved and 
apprehensive about admitting and disclosing their traumas. 
[Respondent's] professionalism and superb ability to provide a 
safe environment for the clients that she has served, has allowed 
many families within our Agency to reunify and continue in a 
clinical milieu within their own community where they are 
comfo1iable and where the clinicians "look like them." 

[Respondent] has the ability to set limits and maintain boundaries 
with the most difficult clients, while remaining empathetic. 
[Respondent] has served the Bayview Hunters - Point community 
in several different capacities; however, her best work will 
definitely be within the clinical realm, where she has proven that 
she has the skills and the acumen to execute effective therapeutic 
services with notable outcomes. It is for this reason that I 
recommend her for acceptance as an MFT intern, as she will be an 
asset not only to our agency but to the entire community. 

12. Colleen MacAdam, LMFT, from New Pathways Counseling, where respondent 
started her internship, stated the following in a letter dated February 10, 2015: 

I am writing this letter of support for [Respondent] as a trainee for 
New Pathways Counseling of Catholic Charities of Solano 
County. I was the individual and group supervisor for 
[Respondent] from October 2012 through June 2014 .... 

Throughout her time at Catholic Charities, [Respondent] 
demonstrated solid boundaries, strong alliance building with 
clients, and great clinical work with clients. [Respondent] 
displayed professional demeanor with clientele, peers, and agency 
staff. [Respondent] demonstrated leadership through taking 
initiative on projects, and she provided orientation and guidance to 
newer trainees. [Respondent] was an asset to the agency. 
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LEGAL CONCLUSIONS 

1. Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 4982, subdivision (a), the 
Board may deny a license or registration, if the licensee or the registrant has been convicted of a 
crime substantially related to the qualification, functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant. 
By reason ofFinding 3, cause exists to deny respondent's registration. 

2. In cases where a licensee has been convicted of one or more offenses 
substantially related to the duties, functions and qualifications of a licensee, the Board has 
adopted regulations to assist in considering whether the licensee has demonstrated sufficient 
rehabilitation to warrant licensure. 1 The criteria include: (a) The nature and severity of the 
act(s) or crime(s) under consideration as grounds for denial; (b) Evidence of any act(s) 
committed subsequent to the act(s) or crirne(s) under consideration as grounds for denial; (c) 
The time that has elapsed since commission of the act(s) or crime(s); ( d) The extent to which 
the applicant has complied with any terms of probation, parole, restitution, or any other 
sanctions lawfully imposed against the applicant; and, ( e) Evidence, if any, of rehabilitation 
submitted by the applicant. 

3. Respondent has one misdemeanor conviction in which an angry and 
unnecessary exchange of words and a threatening gesture occurred with a stranger. Her 
actions showed a lack of judgment and her conduct was inconsistent with that of a licensed 
professional counselor. However, since the time of this event, respondent has completed the 
terms of her probation; she has taken a lengthy anger management class; and there has been 
no subsequent convictions or other misconduct. She has also continued her graduate work in 
counseling, having started a doctorate program. She is working successfully in a closely 
related field and her work is well regarded. Those who have observed her both as an intern 
and as a program director believe she can be an excellent counselor, and her interest is in 
\Vorking with an underserved population. Respondent's evidence of rehabilitation is 
substantial and sufficient to warrant the issuance of a Registration. 

ORDER 

Respondent Altamara Tami Minix shall be issued a Registration as a Marriage and 
Family Therapist. Said Registration shall be revoked. The revocation will be stayed and 
respondent placed on three years' probation with the following terms and conditions. 
Probation shall continue on the same terms and conditions if respondent is granted a 
subsequent registration, becomes licensed, or is granted another registration or license 
regulated by the Board during the probationary period. 

1 The regulations are found at California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1813 et seq. 
The criteria contained in the regulations refer to licensees, but the consideration can be 
appropriately applied to registrants. 
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1. Obey All Laws 

Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all statutes and 
regulations governing the licensee, and remain in full compliance with any 
court ordered criminal probation, payments and other orders. A full and 
detailed account of any and all violations of law shall be reported by 
respondent to the Board or its designee in writing within seventy-two (72) 
hours of occurrence. To permit monitoring of compliance with this term, 
respondent shall submit fingerprints through the Department of Justice and 
Federal Bureau of investigation within 30 days of the effective date of the 
decision, unless previously submitted as part of the licensure application 
process. Respondent shall pay the cost associated with the fingerprint process. 

2. File Quarterly Reports 

Respondent shall submit quarterly reports, to the Board or its designee, as 
scheduled on the "Quaiierly Report Fann" (rev. 01112/01 ). Respondent shall 
state under penalty of perjury whether she has been in compliance with all the 
conditions of probation. Notwithstanding any provision for tolling of 
requirements of probation, during the cessation of practice respondent shall 
continue to submit quarterly reports under penalty of perjury. 

3. Comply with Probation Program 

Respondent shall comply with the probation program established by the Board 
and cooperate with representatives of the Board in its monitoring and 
investigation of respondenfs compliance with the program. 

4. Interviews with the Board 

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or its 
designee upon request at various intervals and with reasonable notice. 

5. Failure to Practice 

In the event respondent stops practicing in California, respondent shall notify 
the Board or its designee in writing within 30 calendar days prior to the dates 
of non-practice and return to practice. Non-practice is defined as any period of 
time exceeding thirty calendar days in which respondent is not engaging in any 
activities defined in Sections 4908.02, 4989.14, 4996.9, or 4999.20 of the 
Business and Professions Code. Any period of non-practice, as defined in this 
condition, will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term and will 
relieve respondent of the responsibility to comply with the probationary terms 
and conditions with the exception of this condition and the following terms 
and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws; File Quarterly Reports; Comply 
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With Probation Program; Maintain Valid License/Registration; and Cost 
Recovery. Respondent's license/registration shall be automatically cancelled 
ifrespondent's period of non-practice total t\vo years. 

6. Change of Place of Employment or Place of Residence 

Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in writing within 30 days of 
any change of place of employment or place of residence. The written notice 
shall include the address, the telephone number and the date of the change. 

7. Supervision of Unlicensed Persons 

While on probation, respondent shall not act as a supervisor for any hours of 
supervised practice required for any license issued by the Board. Respondent 
shall terminate any such supervisorial relationship in existence on the effective 
date of this Decision. 

8. Notification to Clients 

Respondent shall notify all clients when any term or condition of probation 
will affect their therapy or the confidentiality of their records, including but 
not limited to supervised practice, suspension, or client population restriction. 
Such notification shall be signed by each client prior to continuing or 
commencing treatment. Respondent shall submit, upon request by the Board 
or its designee, satisfactory evidence of compliance with this term of 
probation. (Respondent should seek guidance from Board staff regarding the 
appropriate application of this condition.) 

9. Notification to Employer 

Respondent shall provide each of her current or future employers, when 
performing services that fall within the scope of practice of her 
license/registration, a copy of this Decision and the Statement of Issues before 
commencing employment. Notification to respondent's cmTent employer shall 
occur no later than the effective date of the Decision or immediately upon 
commencing employment. Respondent shall submit, upon request by the 
Board or its designee, satisfactory evidence of compliance with this term of 
probation. 

10. Violation of Probation 

If respondent violates the conditions of her probation, the Board, after giving 
respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, may set aside the stay order 
and impose the discipline (revocation/suspension) of respondent 's license/ 
registration provided in the decision. 
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If during the period of probation, an accusation, petition to revoke probation, 
or statement of issues has been filed against respondent's registration or 
application for licensure, or the Attorney General's office has been requested 
to prepare such an accusation, petition to revoke probation, or statement of 
issues, the probation period set forth in this decision shall be automatically 
extended and shall not expire until the accusation, petition to revoke probation, 
or statement of issues has been acted upon by the board. Upon successful 
completion of probation, respondent's registration shall be fully restored. 

11. Maintain Valid License/Registration 

Respondent shall, at all times while on probation, maintain a current and active 
license/registration with the Board, including any period during which 
suspension or probation is tolled. Should respondent's license/registration, by 
operation of law or othenvise, expire, upon renev.rnl respondent's 
license/registration shall be subject to any and all terms of this probation not 
previous! y satisfied. 

12. License/Registration Surrender 

Following the effective date of this decision, if respondent ceases practicing 
due to retirement or health reasons, or is otherwise unable to satisfy the terms 
and conditions of probation, respondent may voluntarily request the surrender 
of her license/registration to the Board. The Board reserves the right to 
evaluate respondent's request and to exercise its discretion whether to grant 
the request or to take any other action deemed appropriate and reasonable 
under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, respondent 
shall within 30 calendar days deliver respondent's license and certificate and if 
applicable wall certificate to the Board or its designee and respondent shall no 
longer engage in any practice for which a license/registration is required. 
Upon formal acceptance of the tendered license/registration, respondent will 
no longer be subject to the terms and conditions of probation. 

Voluntary sunender ofrespondent's license/registration shall be considered to 
be a disciplinary action and shall become a pai1 of respondent's license history 
with the Board. Respondent may not petition the Board for reinstatement of the 
surrendered license/registration. Should respondent at any time after voluntary 
surrender ever reapply to the Board for licensure respondent must meet all 
current requirements for licensure including, but not limited to, filing a current 
application, meeting all current educational and experience requirements, and 
taking and passing any and all examinations required of new applicants. 
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13. Instruction of Coursework Qualifying for Continuing Education 

Respondent shall not be an instructor of any coursework for continuing 
education credit required by any license issued by the Board. 

14. Notification to Referral Services 

Respondent shall immediately send a copy of this decision to all referral 
services registered with the Board in which respondent is a participant. While 
on probation, respondent shall send a copy of this decision to all referral 
services registered with the Board that respondent seeks to join. 

15. Reimbursement of Probation Program 

Respondent shall reimburse the Board for the costs it incurs in monitoring the 
probation to ensure compliance for the duration of the probation period, in an 
amount determined by the Board. 

DATED: April 27, 2015 

KIRK E. MILLER 
Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 
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KAMALA 0. HARRIS 


Attorney General of California 

DlANN SOKOLOFF 

Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

TIMOTHY I. MCDONOUGH 

Deputy Attorney General 

State Bar No. 235850 


1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor 

P.O. Box 70550 

Oakland, CA 94612-0550 

Telephone: (510) 622-2134 

Facsimile: (510) 622-2270 

E-maiJ: Tim.McDonough@doj.ca.gov 


Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Statement ofissues Case No. 2002014000833 
Against: 

ALTAMARA TAMI MINIX 
STATEMENT OF ISSUES 

Marriage and Family Therapist Intern 
Registration Applicant 

Respondent.

Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

I. Kim Madsen (Complainant) brings this Statement of Issues solely in her official 

capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board ofBehavioral Sciences, Department of Consumer 

Affairs. 

2. On or about February 21, 2014, the Board of Behavioral Sciences, Department of 

Consumer Affairs received an application for a Marriage and Family Therapist Intern Registration 

from Altamara Tami Minix (Respondent). On or about February 17, 2014, Altamara Tami Minix 

certified under penalty of perjury to the truthfulness of all statements, answers, and 

representations in the application. The Board denied the application on June 13, 2014. 
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JURISDICTION 


3. This Statement oflssues is brought before the Board of Behavioral Sciences (Board), 

Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. All section 

references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. 

4. Section 118 of the Code states, in relevant part: 

1'(a) The withdrawal of an application for a license after it has been filed with a board in the 

department shall not, unless the board has consented in writing to such withdrawal, deprive the 

board of its authority to institute or continue a proceeding against the applicant for the denial of 

the license upon any groWld provided by law or to enter an order denying the license upon any 

such ground." 

STATUTORY/ REGULATORY PROVISIONS 

5. Section 4982 states: 


''The board may deny a license or registration or may suspend or revoke the license or 


registration of a licensee or registrant if he or she has been guilty of unprofessional conduct. 


Unprofessional conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

"(a) The conviction of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties 

of a licensee or registrant under this chapter. The record of conviction shall be conclusive 

evidence only of the fact that the conviction occurred. The board may inquire into the 

circumstances surrounding the commission of the crime in order to fix the degree of discipline or 

to determine if the conviction is substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a 

licensee or registrant under this chapter. A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction following a 

plea of no lo contendere made to a charge substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or 

duties of a licensee or registrant under this chapter shall be deemed to be a conviction within the 

meaning of this section. The board may order any license or registration suspended or revoked, or 

may decline to issue a license or registration when the time for appeal has elapsed, or the 

judgment of conviction has been affinned on appeal, or, when an order granting probation is 

made suspending the imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent order under Section 

1203 .4 of the Penal Code allowing the person to withdraw a plea of guilty and enter a plea of not 
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guilty, or setting aside the verdict of guilty, or dismissing the accusation, infonnation, or 

indictrnent." 

6. California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1812 states: 

Hfor purposes of denial, suspension, or revocation of a license or registration pursuant to Division 

1.5 {commencing with Section 4 75) of the Code, a crime or act shall be considered to be 

substantially related to the qualifications, functions or duties of a person holding a license under 

Chapter 17 of Division 3 and Chapter 4 of Part 3 of Division 7 of the Code if to a substantial 

degree it evidences present or potential unfitness of a person holding a license to perform the 

functions authorized by his or her license in a manner consistent with the public health, safety or 

welfare." 

CAUSE FOR DENIAL OF APPUCA TION 
(Substantially Related Conviction) 

(Bus. & Prof. Code, § 4982, subd. (a)) 

7. Respondent has subjected her application for a Marriage and Family Therapist Intern 

Registration to denial under Code sections 4982, subdivision (a), in that on or about December 5, 

2013, in a criminal proceeding entitled People of in the State of California vs. Altamara Tami 

Minix, in Solano County Superior Court, Case Number FCR297694, Respondent was convicted 

by plea of no contest to maliciously and willfully disturbing another person by loud and 

W1feasonable noise, a misdemeanor (Pen. Code, § 4 I 5, subd. (2)). The Court sentenced 

Respondent to one year of summary probation and ordered her to complete a 16 hour anger 

management program. The circumstances underlying the conviction are as follows: 

8. On or about December 16, 2012, while driving in a parking lot in Fairfield California, 

Respondent became involved in a verbal altercation with another women who was walking in the 

parking lot. Fairfield police officers (officers) responded to the incident. Respondent admitted to 

an officer that she had been in a verbal altercation with the other woman. Respondent further 

admitted that she grabbed a golf club from her car and extended it outside the car while she was 

arguing with the other women. 
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PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters alleged in this 

Statement oflssues, and that following the hearing, the Board of Behavioral Sciences issue a 

decision: 

1. Denying the application of Altamara Tami Minix for a Marriage and Family Therapist 

Intern Registration; 

2. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 


DATED: November 6, 201 4 


Executive Officer 

Board of Behavioral Sciences 

Department of Consumer A ffairs 

State of California 
Complai11anr
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