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KAMALA D. H ARRJS 
Attorney General of California 
LINDAL. SUN 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
ANTONIO LOPEZ, JR. 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 206387 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 

Los Angeles, CA 90013 

Telephone: (213) 897-2536 

Facsimile: (21 3) 897-2804 


Attorneysfor Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BERAVI ORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Petition to Revoke Case No. 2002015000115 
Probation Against: 

DEFAULT DECISION AND ORDER 
JESSICA LIN JOHNSON 
PO Box 199 
Ventura, CA 93002-0199 [Gov. Code, §11 520] 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 
License No. LMFT 78185 

Respondent. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. On or about October 23, 20 14, Complainant Steve Sodergren, in his official capacity 

as the Acting Executi ve Officer of the Board of Behavioral Sciences, filed Petition to Revoke 

Probation No. 200201500011 5 against Jessica Li n Johnson (Respondent) before the Board. The 

Petition to Revoke Probation is attached as Exhibit A. 

2. On or about December 26, 201 3, the Board issued Licensed Marri age and Fami ly 

Therapist License No. LMFT 78 185 to Respondent. The Licensed Marriage and Family 

Therapi st License was in fu ll force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in 
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Peti tion to Revoke Probati on No. 200201500011.5, expired on June 30, 2015, and has not been 

renewed. 

3. On or about October 29, 2014, Respondent was served by Certifi ed and F irst Class 

Mail copies of the Petitio n to Revoke Probation No . 2002015000115, Statement to Respondent, 

Notice of Defense, Request for Discovery, and Discovery Statutes (Government Code sections 

11507.5, 11507.6, and 11507.7) at Respondent's address of record which, pursuant to Business 

and Profess ions Code section 136, is required to be repo1ted and maintained with the Board. 

Respondent's address of record was and is: 

P.O. Box 199 

Ventura, CA 93002. 

4. Service of the Petition to Revoke Probation was effective as a matter of law under the 

provisions of Government Code section 11505, subdi vision (c) and/or Business & Professions 

Code section 124. 

5. Government Code section 11506 states, in pettinent part : 

(c) The respondent shal 1be entitled to a hearing on the merits if the respondent 
files a notice of defense, and the notice shall be deemed a specific denial of all parts 
of the accusation not expressly admitted. Failure to fi le a notice of defense shall 
constitute a waiver of respondent's ri ght to a hearing, but the agency in its discretion 
may neverthe less grant a hearing. 

6. Respondent failed to file a Notice ofDefense within 15 days after serv ice upon her of 

the Petition to Revoke Probation, and therefore waived her right to a hearing on the merits of 

Petitio n to Revoke Probation No. 20020 15 0001 15. 

7. California Government Code section 11520 states, in pertinent part: 

(a) If the respondent either fails to file a notice of defense or to appear at the 
hearing, the agency may take action based upon the respondent's express admissions 
or upon other evidence and affidavits may be used as evidence with out any notice to 
respondent. 

8. Pursuant to its authority under Government Code section 11520, the Board finds 

Respondent is in default. The Board wil l take action without fu1ther hearing and, based on the 

relevant evidence contained in the Default Decision Evidence Packet in thi s matter, as well as 

taking officia l notice of a ll the investigatory reports, exhib its and statements contained therein on 
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file at the Board's offices regarding the allegations contained in Petition to Revoke Probation No. 

2002015000115, find s that the charges and allegati ons in Petition to Revoke Probation No. 

20020 15000 115 , are separately and severally, fou nd to be true and correct by clear and 

convincing ev idence. 

9. Taking official notice of its own interna l records, pu rsuant to Bu siness and 

Professions Code section 125.3, it is hereby determined that the reasonable costs for Investigation 

and Enforcement is $2,067.50 as of May 27, 20 15. 

DETERMJNATION OF ISSUES 

1. Based on the foregoing findings of fact, Respondent Jessica Lin Johnson has 

subj ected her Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist License No. LMFT 7818 5 to discipline. 

2. The agency has jurisd icti on to adjudicate this case by defau lt. 

3. The Board is authorized to revoke Respondent's Licensed Marriage and Family 

Therapist License based upon the following vio lations alleged in the Petition to Revoke Probation 

which are supported by the evidence contained in the Default Decision Evidence Packet in this 

case: 

a. Violation of probation terms and conditions by testing positi ve fo r the presence of a 

contro lled substance during mandatory biol ogical fluid testing on June 11 , 2014; 

b. Failure to comply with probation terms and conditions requiring Respondent to 

absta in from the use of controll ed substances; and 

c. Failure to comply with probation terms and conditions by not submitting to biological 

fluid testing when instructed. 

ORDER 

IT IS SO ORDERED that Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist License No. LMFT 

78 I 85, heretofore issued to Respondent Jessica Lin Johnson, is revoked. 

Pursuant to Government Code section 11 520, subdivision (c), Respondent may serve a 

written motion requesting that the Decision be vacated and stating the grounds reli ed on within 

seven (7) days after service of the Decision on Respondent. The agency in its discretion may 

vacate the Decision and grant a hearing on a showing of good cause, as defin ed in the statute. 
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This Decision shall become effective on October 1 6, 20 1 5 


It is so ORDERED September 1 6 . 2.0 1 5 


FOR THE BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

Attachments: 

Exhibit A: Petition to Revoke Probation 

Default Decision Evidence Packet 
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(DEFAULT DECISION - JESSICA JOHNSON - Case No. 20020 15000115) 
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KAMALA D. H ARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
ARMANDO ZAMBRANO 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
ANTONlO LOPEZ, JR. 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 206387 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Telephone: (2 13) 897-2536 
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 

Attorneysfor Complainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUJVIER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

ln the Matter of the Petition to Revoke Case N o. 2002015000115 
Probation Against: 

JESSICA LIN JOHNSON PETITION TO REVOKE PROBATION 
P.O. Box 199 
Ventura, CA 93002 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 
License No. LMFT 78185 

Respondent. 

Compla inant alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. Steve Sodergren (Complainant) brings this Petition to Revoke Probation solely in his 

official capacity as the Acting Executive Officer of the Board ofBehavioral Sciences (Board), 

Depa1tment of Consumer Affairs. 

2. On or about December 26, 2013, the Board issued Licensed Marriage and Family 

Therapist license No. LMFT 78185 to Jessica Lin Johnson (Respondent). The Licensed Marriage 

and Family Therapist license was in effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and 

will expire on June 30, 2015, unless renewed. 

3. Tn a disciplinary action entitled "In the Matter ofStatement ofIssues Against Jessica 

Lin Johnson," Case No. AP-201 1-1879, the Board, issued a Decision, effective December 25, 
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2013, in which Respondent's Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist license was issued and 

immediately revoked. Hov,1ever, the revocation was stayed and Respondent' s Licensed Marriage 

and Family Therapist license was placed on probation for a period of three (3) years with certain 

terms and conditions. A copy of that Decision is attached as Exhibit A and is incorporated by 

reference. 

JURISDICTION 

4 . This Petition to Revoke Probation is brought before the Board under the authori ty of 

the Board's Decision and Order. 

5. Condition 16 of the Decision and Order, entitl ed "Violation of Probation," states: 

If Respondent violates the conditions of his probation, the Board, after giving Respondent 

notice and the opportunity to be heard, may set aside the stay order and impose the 

di scipline of Respondent's license [or registration] provided in the decision. 

Ifduring the period of probation, an accusation, petition to revoke probation, or statement 

of issues has been filed against Respondent's license [or registration] or application for 

licensure, or the Attorney General's office has been requested to prepare such an 

accusation, petition to revoke probation, or statement of issues, the probation period set 

fo1th in this decision shall be automatical ly extended and shall not expire until the 

accusation , petition to revoke probation, or statement of issues has been acted upon by the 

board. Upon successful completion of probation, Respondent's license [or registration]

shall be fully restored. 

6. Grounds exist to revoke Respondent's probation under the authority of Condition 16 

of the Dec ision and Order. Respondent did not comply with the terms and conditions of her 

probation, as more particularly set fo1th below. 

FIRST CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

(Failure to Abstain from Controlled Substances/Submit to Biological F luid Testing) 

7. At all times after the effective date of Respondent's proba.tion, Condition 8 stated: 

Respondent shall completely abstain from the use of or possession of controlled or illegal 

substances unless lawfully prescribed by a medical practitioner for a bona fide illness. 
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Respondent shall immediately submit to biological fluid testing, at Respondent's cost, upon 

request by the Board or its designee. The length oftirne and frequency will be determined by the 

Board. There will be no confidentiality in test results. Any confirmed positive finding will be 

immediately reported to the Respondent's current employer and shall be a violation of probation. 

8. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because Respondent failed to comply 

with Probation Condition 8, referenced above. On or about June 11, 2014, Phamatech 

Laboratories analyzed the sample Respondent provided that resulted in a positive reading for 

Marijuana. On or about June 20, 2014, the Board sent Respondent a probation violation letter. 

Respondent provided a response admitting use of the illegal substance. On or about July 1 and 3, 

20 14, Respondent was se lected to subm it to biologica l fluid testing and failed to do so. Due to 

Respondent's positive biological fluid test result, the Board ordered Respondent to immediately 

cease practice effective July 22, 2014, pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 315.2. 

SECOND CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

(Failure to Comply with Board's Probation Program) 

9. At all times after the effective date ofRespondent's probation, Condition 6 stated: 

Respondent shall comply with the probation program established by the Board and cooperate with 

representatives of the Board in its monitoring and investigation of the Respondent's compliance 

with the program. 

10. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because Respondent failed to comply 

with the Board's probation program. Complainant refers to and by this reference incorporates the 

allegations set forth above in paragraphs 7-8, inclusive, as though set forth fully. 
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PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that follO\ving the hearing, the Board issue a decision: 

1. Revoking the probation that was granted by the Board in Case No. AP-2011-1879 and 

imposing the disciplinary order that was stayed thereby revoking Licensed Marriage and Family 

Therapist license No. LMFT 78185 issued to Jessica Lin Johnson; 

2. Revoking or suspending Licensed Marriage and Fami ly Therapist license No. LMFT 

78185, issued to Jessica Lin Johnson; and 


...


.) . Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper . 

DATED: _/t_'!J_,__;2_· s._,_0_J'-/_· __

Acting Executive Officer 
Board of Behavioral Sciences 
Depa1iment of Consumer Affairs 
State ofCalifornia 
Complainant 
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Exhibit A 

Decision and Order; Statement oflssues 

Board of Behavioral Sciences Case No. AP-2011-1879 
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BEFORE THE 
. BOARD OF BERAVIORAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
. STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter ofthe Statement of Issues Case No. AP-2011-1879 
Against: 

JESSICA LIN JOHNSON 
P.O. Box 199 
Ventura, CA 93002-0199 

Marriage and Family Therapist Initial 
License Application 

Respondent. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted by the Board 

as its Decision in this matter. 
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1 KAMALA D. HARRIS 

Attorney General of California 

MARC D. GREENBAUM 

Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

ANTONIO LOPEZ, JR. 

Deputy Attorney General 

State Bar No. 206387 


300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 

Los Angeles, CA 90013 

Telephone: (213) 897-2536 

Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 


Attorneysfor Complainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BERAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUJVIERAFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORJ\11.A 


In the Matter ofthe Statement of Issues Case No. AP-2011-1879 
Against: 

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND 
JESSICA LIN JOHNSON DISCIPLINARY ORDER 
P.O. Box199 
Ventura, CA 93002-0199 

Marriage and Family .Therapist Initial · 
License Application

Respondent. 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to .the above

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES 

1. Kim Madsen (Complainant) is the Executive Officer of the Board ofBehavioral 

Sciences. She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in this matter 

.by Kamala D. Harris, Attorney General ofthe State of California, by Antonio Lopez, Jr., Deputy 

Attorney General. 

2. · Respondent Jessica Lin Johnson (Respondent) is represented in this proceeding by 

attorney Christopher Zopatti, whose· address is: 2601 Main Street, Suite 800 

Irvine, CA 92614 
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3. . On or about January 5, 2011, Respondent filed an application dated December27, 

2010, with the Board to obtain a Marriage and Family T~erapist Initial License. 


. JURISDICTION 


4. Statement ofissues No. AP-2011-1879 was filed before the Board and is currently 

pending against Respondent. The Statement of Issll:es and all other statutorily required 

documents were properly served on Respond~nt on May 18, 2012. 

5. A copy of Statement oflssues No. AP-2011-1879 is attached as exhibit A and 

incorporated herein by reference. 


ADVISEMENT A.l\1U WAIVERS 


6. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the 

 	 charges a.lld allegations in Statement·of Issues No. AP-2011-1879. Respondent has also carefully 

read, fully discussed-with counsel, ~d understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and · 

Disciplinary Order. 

7. Respondent is fully aware ofher legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the charges and allegations in the Statement of Issues; the right to be represented by 

~ol.,lllSel at her own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her; the 

right to present evidence and to testify on her ovm behalf; the right to the issuance ofsubpoenas 

to compel the attendance ofwitnesses and the production ofdocuments; the right to 

reconsiderati.on and court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded b"y the 

California Administrative Procedure Act and· other applicable laws. · 

8. Respondent voluntarily; knowingly, and intelligently w~ives and gives up each and 

every right set forth above. 


CULP ABILITY 


 9. Respondent admits the truth of each and every_ charge and allegation in Statement of 

Issues No. AP-2011-1879. 

 10. Respondent agrees that her Marriage and Family Therapist Initial License Ap_plication 

 is subject to denial and she agrees to be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in 

the Disciplinary Order below, 

.
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CONTINGENCY 


11. The parties understand and agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated Settlement 

and Disciplinary Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force and 

·effect as the originals. 

12. This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is intended by the parties to be an 

integrated writing representing the complete, ·final, and exclusive embodiment oftheir agreement. 

It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, discussions, 

negotiations, .and commitments (written or oral). This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary 

Order may not be altered, amended, modified, supplemented, or otherwise cl:J.anged except by a 

v.rriting executed by an authorized representative of each ofthe parties. 

13 . . In consideration ofthe foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 

'the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following 

Disciplinary Order: 

DISCIPLINARY ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a Marriage and Falil.ily Therapist License will be ISSVJ3D 

to Jessica Lin Johnson. The license is immediately revoked ~d will be placed on PROBATION 

for a period of th.J:ee (3) years under the follmving terms and conditions. Probation shall continue 

on the same terms and conditions if Respondent is issued another license by tj:ie Board. 

1. Psychotherapy. Respondent shall participate in ongoing psychotherapy with a 

California licensed mental health professional who has been approved by the Board. Within 60 

days ofthe effective date ofthis decision, respondent shall submit to the Bo'.1fd or its designee for 

its prior approval the n~e and qualifications of one o+ more therapists ofrespondent's choice. 

Such therapist shall possess a valid California license to practice and shall have had no prior 

business, professional, or personal relationship with respondent, and shall not be the respondent's 

supervisor. Counseling shall be at least once a week unless otherwise determined by the Board. 

Respondent shall continue in such therapy at the Board's discretion. Cost of such therapy is to be 

borne by respondent. 

Respondent may, after receiving the Board's written permission, receive therapy via 

· 	
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1 videoconferencing if respondynt's good faith.attempts to secure face-to-face counseling are 

unsuccessful due to the unavailability of qualified mental health caie professionals in the area. 

The Board may require that respondent provide written documentation ofhis or her good faith 

attempts to secure counseling via videoconferencing. 

Respondent shall provide the therapist with a CO?Y of the Board's decision no later than the 

first counseling session. Upon approval by the Board, respondent shall undergo and contu;,ue 

treatment until the Board or its designee deterrnin~s that no further psychotherapy is necessary. 

Respondent shall take all necessary steps to ensure that the treating psychotherapist submits 

quarterly written reports to the Board concerning respondent's fitness to practice, progress in 

treatment, and to provide such other informa~ion as may be required by the Board. Respondent 

shall execute a Release of Information authorizing the therapist to divulge information to the 
. . 

Board. 
. . 

If the treating psychotherapist finds that respondent-cannot practice saf~ly or independently
1 

the psychotherapist shall notify the Board within three (3) working day~. Upon notification by 

the Board, respondent shall immediately ceaie practice and shall not resume practice until 

notified by the Board or its designee that respondent n;i.ay do so. Respondent shall not thereafter 

engage in any practice for which a license issued by th~ Board is required until the Board or its 

designee.has notified respondent that heishe may resume pra.ctice. Respondent shall document 

compliance with this condition in the mannei: required. by the Board. 

2. Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) Meetings. Respondent shall attend Alcoholics 

Anonymous (AA) Meetings at the ~ate of tyvo meetings per week and must keep records of s.uch 

meetings for compliance review by the Board Probation Monitor. 

3. Reimbursement of Probation Pi:-ogram. Respondent shall reimblirse the Board for 

the hourly costs it incurs in monitoring the probation to ensure compliance for the duration of the 

proba~ibn period in the amount of $1,200.00 per year. 

4.. Obey All Laws. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all statutes 

and regulations governing the licensee, and remain in full compliance \Vi.th any ~ourt ordered 

criminal pr.obation, payments and other order.s. A full.and detailed account ofany and all 
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violations of law shall be reported by the respondent to the Board or its designee in writing within 

seventy-two (72) hours of occurrence. To permit monitoring of compliance with this term, 

respondent shall submit fingerprints through the Department of Justice and Federal Bureau of

Investigation within 30 days ofthe effective date of the decision, unless previously submitted as 

part of the licensure application process. Respondent shall pay the cost associated with the 

fingerprint process. 

5. File Quarterly Reports: Respondent ·shall submit quarterly reports, to the Board 

or its designee, as scheduled on the "Quarterly Report Form"(rev. 01/12/01). Respondent shall 

state under penalty ofperjury whether she has been in compliance with all the conditions of 

probation. Notwithstanding any provision for tolling ofrequirements ofprobation, during the 

cessation ofpractice Respondent shall continue to submit quarterly reports under penalty of 

perjury. 

6. · Comply with Probation Program. Respondent shall comply with the probation 

program established by the Board and ~ooperate_ with representatives ofthe Board in its 

monitoring an~ investigation of:the Respondent'.s ·complianc~·with the program. 

7. Interviews with The Board. Respondent shall appear in person for interviews 

with the Board or its designee upon request at various intervals and with reasonable notice. 

8. - Abstain from Controlled Substances I Submit to Biological F luid Testing and 

Samples. Respondent shall completely abstlfu1 from the use or possession of controlled or illegal 

substances unless lawfully pre~cribed by a medical practitioner for a bona fide illness. 

Respondent shall immediately submit to biologi<;:al fluid testing, at respondent's cost, upon 

request by the Board or its designee. The length' oftime and rrequency will be determined by the 

Board. There will be no confidentiality in test results. Any con.finned positive finding will be 

immediately reported to respondent's current employer and shall be a violation ofprobation. 

9. Abstain from Use of Alcohol I Submit to Biological Fluid Testing and 

Samples. Respondent shall completely abstain from the use of alcoholic beverages during the 

period ofprobation. 

Respondent shall immediately submit to biologi".al fluid testing; at respondent's cost, upon 
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1 request by the Board or its designee. The length of time and frequency will be determined by the 

Board. There will be no confidentiality in test results. Any confirmed psisitive finding will be 

immediately reported to the respondent's current emp~oyer and shall be a violation ofprobation. 

10. Residing ~r Practicing Out of State. In the event respondent should leave the 

State ofCalifornia to reside or to practice, respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in 

writiµg 30 calendar days prior to the dates of dep?Uture and return. Non-practice is defined as any 

period oftime exceeding thirty calendar days in which respondent is not engaging in any 

activities defined in Sections 4980.02, 4989.14, 4996.9, or 4999.20 o'fthe Business and 

Professions Code. 

All time spent in an intensive training program outside the State of California which has 

been approved by the Board or its designee shall be considered ·as time spent in practice within 

the State. A Board-ordered suspension ofpractice shall not be considered as a period ofnon

practice. Periods of temporary or permanent residence or practice outside Califoniia will not 

apply to the reduction of the probationary term: Periods of temporary or permanent residence or 

practice outside California will relieve resp'ondent ofthe responsibility to ~omply with the · 

probationary terms and conditions with the exception ofthis condition and the following terms 

and conditions ofprobation: Obey All Laws; Probation Unit Compliance; and Cost Recovery. 

Re~pondent' s license shall be auto;natically cancelled if respondent's periods of temporary. 

or permanent residence or practice outside California total two years. However, respondent's 

license sh~l not be cancelled as long as respondent is residing and practicing in another state of 
. . 

the United States and is on active probation with the licensin~ authority of that state, in which 

case the mro year period shall begin ~n the date probation is completed or terminated in that state. 

11. Failure to Practice-Californi,a Reside~t. In the event respondent resides in the 

State of California and for any reason respondent stops practicing in California, respondent shall 

notify the Board or its designee in writing within 30 calendar days prior to the dates ofnon

practice and return to practice. Any period of non-practice.within California, as defined in this 

condition, will not apply to the reduction ofthe probationary t~rm and does not relieve respondent 

ofthe responsibility to comply with the terms and conditions ofprobation. Non-practice is 
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defined as any period oftime exceeding thirty calendar days in which respondent is not engaging 

in any .activities defined in Sections 4980.02, 4989.14, 4996.9, or 4999.20 oftb.e Business and 

Professions Code . 

12. . Change of Place .of Employment or Place of Residence. Respondent shall notify 

the Board or its designee in writing within 3 0 days of any change ofplace of employment or 

place Of residence. The VvTitten notice shall inclu4e the address, ~e telephone number and the 

date of the change. 

13. Supen:ision of Unlicensed ·Persons. While on probation, Respondent shall not 

act as a supervisor for any hours of supervised practice required for any license issued by the 

Board. Respondent shall terminate any such supervisorial.relationship in existence on.the 

effective date of this Decision. 

14. N otifi.cation to Clients. Respondent shall notify all clients when any term or 

condition cif probation will affect their therapy or the confidentiality of their records, including 

but not limited to superviSed practice, suspension, or client population restriction. Such 

notification shall be signed by each client prior to continuing or commencing treatment. 

Respondent shall submi~, upon request by the Board or its designee, satisfactory evidence of 

compliance with this tei:ia. ofprobation. · 

15. Notification to Employer. Respondent shall provide each ofher current or :future 

employers; when·performing services that fall within the scope ofher practice; a copy of this 

Deci~ion and the Statement ofissues or Accusation before· commencing employment. 

Notific~tion to th~ respondent's current employer shall occur no later that the effective date of the 

Decision or immediately commencing employment. Respondent .shall submit, upon request by 

the Board or its designee, satisfactory evidenye of compliance with this term ofJ?robation. 

16. Violation of Probation. IfRespondent violates the conditions ofher probation, 

the Board,.after giving Respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, may set aside the stay 

order and irD.pose the discipline ofRespondent's license [or registration] provided in the decisiop. 

If during the period ofprobation, an accusation, petition to revoke probation, or statement 

of issues has been filed against Respondent's 'license [or registration] or application for licensure, 
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1 or the Attorney General's office has been requesteq to prepare such an accusation, petition to 

revoke probation, or statement of issues, the probation period set forth in this decision shall be 

automatically ext~nded and shall not expire until the accusation, petition to revoke probation, or 

statement of issues has been acted upon by the board. Upon successful completion of probation, 

Respondent's license [or registration] shall be fully restored. 

17. Maintain Valid License. Respondent shall, at all times while on probation, 

maintain a current and active license with the Board, including any period during which 

suspension or probation is tolled. Should Respondent's license, by operation oflaw or otherwise, 

expire,.upon renewal Respondent's license shall be subject to any and all terms of this probation 

not previously satisfied. · 

18. License Surrender. Following the effective date ofthis decision, ifRespondent 

ceases practicing. due to retirement or.health rea.sons, or is otherwise unable to satisfy the terms 

and conditio. ns ofprobation, Respondent may voluntarily surrender her license to the Board. The . 

Board reserves the right to evaluate the respondent's request and to exercise its discretion whether 

to grant the request or to take any other actio·n deemed appropriate and reasonable under the 

circumstances. Upoµ formal acceptance of the surrender, ~espondent shall within 30 calendar 

days deliver respondent's license and certificate and ifapplicable wall certificate to the Board or 

its d~signee and respondent shall no longer engage in any practice for which a license is required. 

Upon formal acceptance ofthe tendered license, resp~mdent will no longer be subject to the terms 

and conditions ofprobation. 

Voluntary surrender ofrespondent's license shall be considered to be a disciplinary action 

·and shall beco:cp.e a part ofrespondent's license history with the Board. Respondent may not 

petition the Board for reinstatement of the sunendered license. Should respondent at any ti.me 

after voluntary sun-ender-ever reapply to the Board for licensure respondent must meet all current 

requirements for licensure including, but not limited to; filing a current application, meeting all 

current educational requirements, and taking and passµig any and all exarn.ina,tions required of 

new applicants. 
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19. Instruction of Coursework Qualifying for Continuing Education. Respondent 

shall not be an instructor of any coursework for continuing education credit required by any 

license issued by the·Bo~d.

20. Notification to Referral Services. Respondent shall immediately send a copy of

this decision to all referral services registered, with the Board in which Respondent is a 

participant. While on probation, Respondent shall send a copy of this decision to all referral 

services registered with the Board that Respondent seeks to join. 
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1 ACCEPTANCE 

I have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplillary Order and have fully 

discussed itwith my attorney, Christopher Zopatti. I understand the stipulation and the effect it 

will have on my Marriage and Family Therapist License Application, and Marriage and Family 

Therapist Intern Registration. I enter into this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order 

voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound by the Decision and Order ofthe 

Board. 

DATED: 

Respondent 

I have r_ead and fully discussed with Respondent Jessica Lin Johnson the terms and 

conditions· and other matters contained in the above Stipulated. Settlement and Disciplinary Order. 

I approve its form and content. 

DATED: 3-1 \" t> 

ENDORSEMENT 

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully 

-submitted for consideration by the Board. 

Dated: . Respectfully submitted, 

NIO lJ PEZ, JR. 
Dep_uty Attorney General 

, . .Attorneys for Complainant 

LA201°1601233 
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i 	 KAJv1ALA D. HARRlS

Attorney General of California 
MAR.CD. GREENBAUM 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
ANTONIO LOPEZ, JR. 

Deputy A ttomey General 

State Bar No. 206387 


300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 

Lo~ Angeles, CA 90013 · 

Telephone: (213) 897-2536 

Facsimile: (213) .897-2804 · 

Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA , . 

In the Matter ofthe Accusation Against: Case No. AP-2011-1879 · 

JESSICA LIN JOHNSON 
P.O. Box 199 
Ventura, CA 93002 STATEMENT OF ISSUES 

Applicant 

Respondent. 


Complainant alleges: 


PARTIES 


1: Kim Madsen (Complainant) brings this Statement of.Issues solely in her official 

capacity as the Executive Officer ofthe Board of Behavioral Sciences, Department of Consumer 

Affairs. 

2. On or about January 5, 2011, the Board of ~ehavioral Sciences, Departrpent of 

·Consumer Affairs (Board) received an application for a Marriage and Family Initial License 

Issuance from Jessica Lin Johnson (Respondent) . On or about December 27, 2010, Jessica Lin 

Johnson certified under penalty of perjury to the truthfulness of all statements, answers, and 

representations in the· application. The Board denied the application on June 9, 2011. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

2 
I 

3 	

4 

6 

7 	

8 

9 

11 

12 

n 

14 

. 16 


17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 I II 

28 I II 

1 

STA TEMENT OF ISSUES 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

,, .. ._ , ___) 

JURISDICTION 


3. This Statement ofissues is brought before the ~oard, under the authority of the 


following laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise 

indicated. 


. STATUTORY PROVISIONS 


4. Section 480 states: 


11 (a) A board may deny a license regulated by this code· on the grounds that the applicant 


has one of the following: 


11(1) Been convicted of a crime. A conviction within the meaning of this section means a

plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction following a plea of nolo contendere. Any action that a 

board is per:rp.i.tted to take following the establishment of a conviction may be taken when the 

time for appeal has elal?~ed, or the judgment of conviction has been affirmed . on appeal, or when 
~ 

an order granting probation is made suspending the imposition ofsentence, im~spective of a 


subsequent order under the provisions of Section 1203.4 ofthe Penal Code. 


11(2) Done any act involving dishonesty, fraud, or deceit with the intent to substantially 

benefit himself or herself or another, or substantially injure another. 

"(~) (A) Done any act that if done by a licentiate ofthe business or profession in question, . 

would .be grounds for suspension or revocation of license. 

'.'CB) The board may deny a license pursuant to this subdivision only if the crime or act is 

substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties ofthe business or profession for 


which application is made." 


5. Section 4982 states: 


"The board may deny a license or registration or may s.uspend or revoke the license or 


registration of a licensee or registrant ifhe or she has been guilty of unprofessional conduct. 


Unprofessional conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

"(a) The conviction of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or 

duties of a licensee or registrant under this chapter. The record ofconviction shall be conclusive 

evidence only of the fact that the conviction occurred. The board may inquire into the 
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1 circumstances surrounding the commission of the crime in order to fix the degree of discipline or 

to determine ifthe conviction is substantially related to the qualific~.tions, functions, or duties of a . 

licensee or registrant under this chapter. A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction following a 
plea of nolo contendere made to a charge substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or 

duties of a licensee or registrant under this chapter shall be deemed to be a conviction within the 

meaning of this section. The board may order any license or registration suspended or revoked, or 

may decline to is·sue a license or registration.when thefone for appeal has elapsed, or the 

judgment of conviction has been affirmed on appeal, or, when an order granting probation is 

made suspending the imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent order under Section 

1203 .4 of the Penal Code allowing the person to withdraw a plea of guilty and enter a plea ofnot 

guilty, or setting aside the verdict-of guilty, or dismissing the accusation, information, or 

indictment. 

11 (c) Administering to himself or herself any controlled substance or using of any ofthe 
. . . 

dangerous drugs specified in Section 4022, -or ofany alcoholic beverage to the extent, or in a 

manner, as to be dangerous or injurjous to the person applying for a registration or 1icense or 

holding a registration or license under this chapter, or to any other person, or to the public, or, to 

the extent that the use impairs the .ab_ility ofth~ person applying for or holding a registration or 

license to conduct with safety to the public the practice authorized by the-registration or license. 

The board shall deny an application for a registration or license or revoke the license or 

registration of any person, other than one who is licensed as a physician and surgeon, who uses or 

offers to use drugs in the cqurse ofperfo~ming marriage and family therapy services." 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DENIAL OF APPLICATION 

 (Criminal Convictions) 

6. Respondent's application is subject to denial under section 480, subdivisjon (a)( l), in 

 conjunction with section 4982, subdivision (a), in that Respondent was convicted of crimes 

 substantially related to the qualifications, functions or duties ofa Marriage and Family Therapist 

 License, as follows: 
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1 a. On or about March 4, 2011, after found guilty by jury, Respondent was convicted of 

.'two misdemeanor counts ofviolating Vehlcle Code section 23 l 52(a) [driving under the influence 

of alcohol] and 23152(b) [driving whlle having blood alcohol content greater than 0.8%), in the 

criminal proceeding entitled The People ofthe State ofCalifornia vs. Jessica Lin Johnson (Super. 

Ct. County ofVentura, 2011, No. 2010041625). Tl!e Court sentenced Respondent to 30 days in 

custody and ordered her to attend two alcohol classes per week and to pay fines, and placed her 

on probation for a period of60 months with certain terms and conditions. The circumstances 

surrounding the convictions are that on or about November 21, 2010, officers of the Ventura 

Police Department arrested Respondent for driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

·b. On or about February 1, 2.0~8, after pleading guilty, Respondent was convicted of one 

misdemeanor count ofviolating Vehicle Code section 23152(b) [driving while having blood 

alcohol content greater than 0.8%], in the criminal proceeding entitled The People ofthe State of 

California vs. Jessica Lin Johnson (Super. Ct. County ofVentura, 2008, No. 2007037125). The 

Court sentenced Respondent to 5 days in custody and ordered ·her to attend a 90 day First 

Offender Alcohol Program and to pay fines. In addition, Respondent was placed on probation for 

a period of3 6 months with certain terms and conditions. The circumstances surrounding the 

conviction are that on or about September 28, 2007, officers of the Ventura Police Department 

arrested Respondent for driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

.SECOND CAUSE FOR DENIAL OF APPLICATION 

(Dangerous Use of Alcohol) 

7. Respondent's application is subject to denial under se~tion Code section 4982, 

subdivision (c), on the grounds of unprofessional conduct, in that Respondent used alcoholic 

beverages to an extent or in a manner dangerous or injurious to herself, to any person, or the 

public. Complainant refe~s to, and by this reference incorporates, the allegations set forth in 

-paragraph 6, subparagraph (a) and (b ), as though set forth fully herein. 
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PRAYER 

\VHEREFORE, Complainant requests that' ahearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that follo'wing the hearing, the Board issue a decision: 

1. Denying the application of Jessica Lin Johnson for a Marriage and Family Therapist 

. Initial License Issuance; and 

2. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: April. 25 , 2012 

KIM MADSEN 
Executive Officer 
Board of Behavioral Sciences 
Department ofConsumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant

LA20i 1601233 
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