
BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

Case No. IM-2012-836 
Edward J. Peterson 
13064 Cantaloma Lane OAH No. 2014061187 
Victorville, CA 92392 

Respondent. 

ORDER GRANTING RECONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF STIPULATION 

Complainant having requested reconsideration of the decision in the above
entitled matter, and good cause appearing , IT IS HEREBY ORDERED GRANTED and 
the Stipulation of the parties signed on July 1, 2015 is hereby adopted as the decision of 
the Board in this matter. The prior order dated June 15, 2015 is hereby rendered void. 

This Decision shall become effective on July 23, 2015. 
IT IS SO ORDERED July 10, 2015. 

Christina Wong, Chair 
Board of Behavioral Sciences 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
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KAMALA D. H ARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
JAMES M. LEDAKIS 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
MARICHELLE S. T AHIMIC 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 147392 

l l 0 West "A" Street, Suite 1100 
San Diego, CA 92101 
P.O. Box 85266 
San Diego, CA 92186-5266 
Telephone: (619) 645-3154 
Facsimile: (619) 645-2061 

Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 
Case No. IM-2012-836 

EDWARD J . PETERSON 
13064 Cantaloma Lane OAH No. 2014061187 
Victorville, CA 92392 

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND 
Marriage and F amily Therapist Intern DISCIPLINARY ORDER 
Registration No. IMF 60050 

Respondent. 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES 

1. Kim Madsen ("Complainant") is the Executive Officer of the Board of Behavioral 

Sciences. She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in this matter 

by Kan1ala D. Harris, Attorney General of the State of California, by Marichelle S. Tahimic, 

Deputy Attorney General. 

2. On or about May 21, 2009, the Board of Behavioral Sciences issued Marriage and 

Family Therapist Intern Registration No. IMF 60050 to Edward J. Peterson (Respondent). The 

Marriage and Family Therapist Intern Registration was in full force and effect at all times 

relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. IM-2012-836 and expired on May 31, 2015. 
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JURISDICTION 

3. Accusation No. IM-2012-836 was filed before the Board of Behavioral Sciences 

(Board), Depcutment of Consmner Affairs, and is currently pending against Respondent. The 

Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were properly served on Respondent on 

February 24, 20 14. Respondent timely filed his Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation. 

4. A copy of Accusation No. lM-2012-836 is attached as exhibit A and incorporated 


herein by reference. 


ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 


5. Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine 

the witnesses against him; the right to present evidence and to testify on his own behalf; the right 

to the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of 

documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other 

rights acco rded by the Cal ifornia Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

6. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and 

every right set forth above. 

CULPABIUTY 

7. Respondent understands and agrees that the charges and allegations in Accusat ion 

No. IM-2012-836, if proven at a hearing, constitute cause for imposing discipline upon his 

Marriage and Family Therapist Intern Registration. 

8. For the purpose of resolving the Accusation without the expense and uncertainty of 

further proceedings, Respondent agrees that, at a hearing, Complainant could establish a factual 

basis for the charges in the Accusation, and that Respondent hereby gives up his right to contest 

those charges. 

9. Respondent agrees that his Marriage and Fcunily Therapist Intern Registration is 

subject to discipline and he agrees to be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in 

the Disciplinary Order below. 
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l 0. Respondent submitted an application for a new Marriage and Family Therapist Intern 

Registration on or about May 11, 20 15, which is pending before the Board. Respondent agrees 

that if he is issued a new Marriage and Farn i ly Therapist Intern Registration, the Disciplinary 

Order below will apply to any new or subsequent registration or license regulated by the Board. 

CONTINGENCY 

11. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board of Behavioral Sciences. 

Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board of 

Behavioral Sciences may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and 

settlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent. By signing the stipulation, 

Respondent understands and agrees that he may not withdraw his agreement or seek to rescind the 

stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. lithe Board fails to adopt this 

stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order shall be of 

no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action between 

the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having considered this 

matter. 

12. The parties understand and agree that Portable Docmnent Format (PDF) and facsimile 

copies of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including Portable Document Format 

(PDF) and facsimi le signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals. 

13. This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is intended by the parties to be an 

integrated writing representing the complete, final, and exclusive embodiment of their agreement. 

Tt supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, discussions, 

negotiations, and commitments (written or oral). This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary 

Order may not be altered, amended, modified, supplemented, or otherwise changed except by a 

writing executed by an authorized representative of each of the parties. 

14. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 

the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following 

Disciplinary Order: 
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DISCIPLINARY ORDER 


IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Marriage and Family Therapist Intern Registration No. 

IMF 60050 issued to Respondent Edward J. Peterson (Respondent) is revoked. However, the 

revocation is stayed and Respondent is placed on probation for three (3) years on the following 

ten11S and conditions. 

IT IS ALSO HEREBY ORDERED THAT Respondent Edward J. Peterson \Vill be issued a 

Marriage and Family Therapist Intern Registration; said Registration will be immediately 

revoked. The revocation will be stayed and respondent placed on three (3) years probation with 

the following terms and conditions. Proba6on shall continue on the same terms and conditions if 

Respondent is granted a subsequent registration, becomes licensed, or is granted another 

registration or license regulated by the Board during the probationary period. 

1. Supervised Practice 

Within 30 days of the effective date of this decision, respondent shall submit to the Board 

or its designee, for its prior approval, the name and qualification of one or more proposed 

supervisors and a plan by each supervisor. The supervisor shall be a current California licensed 

practitioner in respondent's field of practice, who shall submit written reports to the Board or its 

designee on a quarterly basis verifying that supervision has taken place as required and including 

an evaluation of respondent's performance. The supervisor shall be independent, with no prior 

business, professional or personal relationship with respondent. 

If respondent is unable to secure a supervisor in his or her field of practice due to the 

unavailability of mental health care professionals in the area, then the Board may consider the 

fol!O\ving options for satisfying this probationary term: 

(!) Permitting the respondent to receive supervision via videoconferencing; or, 

(2) Pem1itting respondent to secure a supervisor not in the respondent's field ofpractice. 

The forgoing options shall be considered and exhausted by the Board in the order listed 

above. The Board may require that respondent provide VvTitten documentation of his or her good 

faith attempts to secure face-to-face supervision, supervision via videoconferencing or to locate a 

mental health professional that is licensed in the respondent's field of practice. 
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Failure to fi le the required reports in a timely fashion shall be a violation of probation. 

Respondent shall give the supervisor access to respondent's fiscal and client records. Supervision 

obtained fro m a probation supervisor shall not be used as experience gained toward licensure. 

ff the supervisor is no longer available, respondent shall notify the Board within 15 days 

and shall not practice unti l a new supervisor has been approved by the Board. All costs of the 

supervision shall be borne by respondent. Supervision shall consist of at least one (1) hour per 

week in individual face-to-face meetings. The supervisor shall not be the respondent's therapist. 

2. Education 

Respondent shall take and successfully complete the equivalency of two semester units in 

Boundaries and Dual Relationships. All course work shall be taken at the graduate level at an 

accredited or approved educational institution that offers a qualifying degree for licensure as a 

marriage and family therapist, clinical social worker, educational psychologist, or professional 

clinical counselor or through a course approved by the Board. Classroom attendance must be 

specifically required. Course content shall be pertinent to the violation and all course work must 

be completed within one year from the effective date of this Decision. 

Within 90 days of the effective date of the decision respondent shall submit a plan for prior 

Board approval for meeting these educational requirements. All costs of the course work shall be 

paid by the respondent. Units obtained for an approved course shall not be used for continuing 

education units required for renewal of licensure. 

.)"' . Law and Ethics Course 

Respondent shall take and successfully complete the equivalency of two semester units in 

law and ethics. Course work shall be taken at the graduate level at an accredited or approved 

educational institution that offers a qualifying degree for licensure as a marriage and family 

therapist, clinical social worker, educational psychologist, professional clinical counselor as 

defined in Sections 4980.40, 4996. 18, 4999.32 or 4999 .33 of the Business and Professions Codes 

and Section 1854 ofTitle 16 of the California Code of Regulations or through a course approved 

by the Board. Classroom attendance must be specifically required. Within 90 days of the effective 

date of this Decision, respondent shall submit a plan for prior Board approval for meeting this 
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educational requirement. Said course must be taken and completed within one year from the 

effective date of this Decision. The costs associated wilh the law and ethics course shall be paid 

by the respondent. Units obtained fo r an approved course in law and elhics shaJ I not be used for 

continuing education units required for renewal or licensure. 

4. Obey All Laws 

Respondent shall obey all federal , state and local laws, all statutes and regulations 

governing the licensee [or registration], and remain in full compliance with any court ordered 

criminal probation, payments and other orders. A full and detailed account of any and all 

violations of law shall be reported by the respondent to the Board or its designee in writing within 

seventy-two (72) hours of occurrence. To permit monitoring of compliance with this tenn, 

respondent shaJI submit fingerprints through the Department of Justice and Federal Bureau of 

Investigation with in 30 days of the effective date of the decision, unless previously submitted as 

part of the licensure application process. Respondent shall pay the cost associated with the 

fingerprint process. 

5. File Quarterly Reports 

Respondent shall submit quarterly reports, to the Board or its designee, as scheduled on the 

"Quarterly Report Form" (rev. 01 / 12/01 ). Respondent shall state under penalty of perjury 

whether he/she has been in compliance with all the conditions of probation. Notwithstanding any 

provision for to! ling of requirements of probation, during the cessation of practice respondent 

shall continue to submit quarterly reports under penalty of perjury. 

6. Comply with Probation Program 

Respondent shaJl comply with the probation program established by the Board and 

cooperate with representatives of the Board in its monitoring and investigation of the respondent's 

compliance with the program. 

7. Interviews with the Board 

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews v.rith the Board or its designee upon 

request at various intervals and with reasonable no tice. 
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8. Failure to Practice 

In the event respondent stops practicing in CaJifornia, respondent shall notify the Board or 

its designee in writing within 30 calendar days prior to the dates of non-practice and return to 

practice. Non-practice is defined as any period of time exceeding thirty calendar days in which 

respondent is not engaging in any activities defined in Sections 4980.02, 4989.14 , 4996.9, or 

4999.20 of the Business and Professions Code. Any period of non-practice, as defined in this 

condition, will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term and will rel ieve respondent of 

the responsibility to comply with the probationary tem1s and conditions with the exception of this 

condition and the following terms and conditions ofprobation: Obey All Laws; File Quarterly 

Reports; Comply With Probation Program; Maintain Valid License/Registration; and Cost 

Recovery. Respondent's license/registration shall be automatically cancelled if respondent's 

period of non-practice total two years. 

9. Change of Place of Employment or Place of Residence 

Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in vvriting within 30 days of any change 

of place of employment or place of residence. The written notice shall include the address, the 

telephone number and the date of the change. 

10. Supervision of Unlicensed Persons 

While on probation, respondent shall not act as a supervisor for any hours of supervised 

practice required for any license issued by the Board. Respondent shall terminate any such 

supervisorial relationship in existence on the effective date of this Decision. 

l J. Notification to Clients 

Respondent shall notify all clients when any term or condition of probation will affect their 

therapy or the confidentiality of their records, including but not limited to supervised practice, 

suspension, or client population restriction. Such notification shall be signed by each client prior 

to continuing or commencing treatment. Respondent shall submit, upon request by the Board or 

its designee, satisfactory evidence of compliance with this tenn of probation. 
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12. Notification to Employer 

Respondent shall provide each of his or her current or future employers, when performing 

services that fall within the scope of practice of his or her license [or registration], a copy of this 

Decision and the Statement of Issues or Accusation before commencing employment. 

Notification to the respondent's current employer shall occur no later than the effective date of 

the Decision or immediately upon commencing employment. Respondent shall submit, upon 

request by the Board or its designec, satisfactory evidence of compliance with this term of 

probation. 

13. Violation of Probation 

If respondent violates the conditions of his/her probation, the Board, after giving respondent 

notice and the opportunity to be heard, may set aside the stay order and impose the discipline 

(revocation) of respondent's license [or registration] provided in the decision. 

If during the period ofprobation, an accusation, petition to revoke probation, or statement 

of issues has been filed against respondent's license [or registration] or application for licensure, 

or the Attorney General's office has been requested to prepare such an accusation, petition to 

revoke probation, or statement of issues, the probation period set forth in this decision shall be 

automatically extended and shall not expire until the accusation, petition to revoke probation, or 

statement of issues has been acted upon by the Board. Upon successful completion of probation, 

respondent's registration shall be fully restored. 

14. Maintain Valid License 

Respondent shall, at all times while on probation, maintain a current and active license [or 

registration] with the Board, including any period during which suspension or probation is tolled. 

Should respondent's license (or registration], by operation of law or othervvise, expire, upon 

renewal respondent's license [or registration] shall be subject to any and all terms of this 

probation not previously satisfied. 

15. License Surrender 

Following the effective date of this decision, if respondent ceases practicing due to 

retirement or health reasons, or is othervvise unable to satisfy the terms and conditions of 
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probation, respondent may voluntarily request the surrender of his/her license [or registration] to 

the Board. The Board reserves the right to evaluate the respondent's request and to exercise its 

discretion whether to grant the request or to take any other action deemed appropriate and 

reasonable under the ci rcumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, respondent shall 

within 30 calendar days deliver respondent's license [or registration] and certifi cate and if 

applicable wall certificate to the Board or its designee and respondent shall no longer engage in 

any practice for which a l icense [or registration] is required. Upon fo1mal acceptance of the 

tendered license [or registration], respondent will no longer be subject to the terms and conditions 

ofprobation. 

Voluntary smTender of respondent's license [or registration] shall be considered to be a 

discipli nary action and shall become a part of respondent's license history with the Board. 

Respondent may not petition the Board for reinstatement of the surrendered license [or 

registration]. Should respondent at any time after volui1tary sun-ender ever reapply to the Board 

fo r licensure respondent must meet all current requirements for licensure including, but not 

limited to, filing a current application, meeting all current educational and experience 

requirements, and taking and passing any arid all examinations required ofnew applicants. 

16. Instruction of Course work Qualifying for Continuing Education 

Respondent sha11 not be an instructor of any course work for continuing education credit 

required by any license issued by the Board. 

17. Notification to Referral Services 

Respondent shall immediately send a copy of this decision to all referral services registered 

with the Board in which respondent is a participant. While on probation, respondent shall send a 

copy of this decision to all referral services registered with the Board that respondent seeks to 

join. 

18. Reimbursement of Probation Program 

Respondent shall reimburse the Board for the costs it incurs in monitoring the probation to 

ensure compliance for the duration of the pro~ation period. Reimbursement costs shall be 

$1,200.00 per year. 
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19. Cost Recovery 


Respondent shJtll pay the Bo!II'd $3,680.00 a!! e.n.d for the roosonablo <:QstB ofthe 


investigation and prosecutlon of Caso No. IM~201Z..836. Rtspondeot shall ipe.kc the eh.eek or 


money ordor payable to tbo Boetd ofBehavioral Soicmocs tnd shall indicate fan the check or 


money order tllllt it ia the co9't r~ovory payment for Caso No. IM-2012-836~ A!J.y order for 


j
I 

payment of cost recovery shfill remain iD crueot whether or not probation ie tj>lkd. Probation shall 


not terminate Ulltil full pa.ymont hl!8 beon mado. Sbould atlY part ofoost recpvi:.ty not be paid in 


o.ccordam:e wlth the outlined payment sohedulc, reBPondent s.lutll be considc~ to be In violation 


ofprobation. Apl;ll'fod ofnon-practlce by respoodent ahnll not rcli~e respopdcnt ofhis or her 


obligation to re1mburse the Bollt'd for lts com. 

Cost recovery must be completed sbt mo:atbs prior to the teml.inatio.o. Jrprobation. A 

:peymeot plan euthorizmi by tho Board may be ~ded at th.e discretion of~ Epforceme.nt 

M!l.nl!ger based an good C11.USe Bhown by the probationer. 

ACC;EPTANCE. 

I enter into this Stipulated Set1Iomcnt a:Qd Dlscrlpllnary Order voluntatjly, knowingly, and 

intelligently, llt1d agree to be bound by the Decision and Order oftill: Board PfBelmvioral 

Smcnccs. 

I h!No read end fully dfsCU'lsed with ReSJi(lndent Edwari;l 1. Petot11on ~e terms and 

conditiomi and other J:lllittl:rn omrtRined in. tho above Stipulatcid Settlement ~d Dleclplinn.ry O.rd.er, 

I approve its form and c.otdeDt. 

 DATED' 1/, IlP\5 
J I 

/// 
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ENDORSEMENT 

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully 

submitted for consideration by the Board of Behavioral Sciences. 

Dated: , J.· . Respectfull y submitted, 

KAMALA 0. HARRIS 
Attorney General of Califo rnia 
JAMES M. LEDAKIS 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

I • ,.... 
I / .,/ / 1".,,. Ji 

I c ~-~ , .__. - t ,~ \ .... ..... /1 I ~- ' ..... ~ 

MARJCHELLE S. TAH IMIC 
Deputy Attorney General 
Attorneys for Complainant 
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Exhibit A 


Accusation No. IM-2012-836 
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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General ofCalifornia 
.ARMANDO ZAMBRANO 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
KIMBER.LEED. KING 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 141813 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Telephone: (213) 897-2581 
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 

Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF BERAVIORAL SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter ofthe Accusation Against: Case No. IM-2012-836 

EDWARD J. PETERSON 
2211704 La Condesa Drive 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 ACCUSATION 

Marriage and Family Therapist Intern 
Registration No. Th1F 31217 

Respondent. 

Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. Kim Madsen (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely i.n her official capacity as 

the Executive Officer of the Board ofBehavioral Sciences, Department of Consumer Affairs. 

2. On or about May 21, 2009, the Board ofBehavioral Sciences issued Marriage and 

Family Therapist Intern Registration Number IMF 60050 to Edward J. Peterson (R~spondent) . 

The Marriage and Family Therapist Intern Registration was in full force and effect at all times 

relevant to the charges brought herein and ·will expire on May 31, 2014, unless renewed. 

JURISDICTION 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board ofBehavioral Sciences (Board), 

Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. All section 

references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. 

Accusation 
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4. Section 4982 states: 

"The board may deny a license or registration or may suspend or revoke the license or 

registration of a licensee or registrant if he or she has been guilty ofunprofessional conduct. 

Unprofessional conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

( d) Gross negligence or incompetence in the performance ofmarriage and family therapy. 

(e) Violating, attempting to violate, or conspiring to violate any of the provisions of this 

chapter or any regulation adopted by the board." 

COST RECOVERY 

5. Section 125.3 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request the 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations of 

the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and 

enforcement of the case. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Gross Negligence and/or Incompetence) 

6. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 4982, subdivision ( d) of the 

Code on the grounds of unprofessional conduct for committing acts of gross negligence and/or 

incompetence as follows: 

a. As a marriage and family therapist registered intern, Respondent is responsible for 

maintaining professional boundaries between his private and personal life and that ofhis patients. 

From October, 2011 until about December, 2011, Respondent rendered therapy to T.H., a minor, 

during the absence ofhis regular therapist, Cheryl Goldberg-Diaz, at SELPA, a public health 

agency, and was Respondent's supervisor notv.iithstanding the fact that Respondent had a 

personal relationship with both the father and stepmother of T.H. Moreover, the stepmother was 

the Director of SELPA, and therefore, a superior ofMs. Goldberg-Diaz and Respondent. These 

p~rsonal relationships were not disclosed to T.H.'s biological/custodial mother. 

b . Although Respondent denied having a personal or social relationship with T.H. 's 

father, the Board investigation revealed that Respond.ent attended diooer at father/stepmother's 
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home, attended the wedding of the father and stepmother in July, 2011, and resided in the borne 

ofthe father and stepmother in May and June of2012. 

On January 26, 2012, the San Bernardino Superior Court granted the birth/custodial 

mother's Motion to have Ms. Goldberg-Diaz recuse herself as T.H.' s therapist. The court also 

ordered that the father and birth/custodial mother select a new therapist not associated with 

SELPA. 

c. As set forth above, Respondent improperly engaged in a dual relationship ·with T.H. 

under circumstances wherein Respondent knew or should have lmown that his patient was in a 

potentially emotional and vulnerable position. Respondent should have discussed the possibility 

of conflicts ofinterest with his supervisors as well as both of T.H.'s custodial parents, recused 

himself as a service provider, and worked with the parents to transfer T.H. to an appropriate 

provider. Respondent failed to maintain professional goals, boundaries and appropriate behavior 

in rendering therapy to T.H. under the ·aforementioned circumstances. Respondent's conduct with 

T.H. is an extreme departure from the standard ofpractice for a marriage and family therapist. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that following the hearing, the Board of Behavioral Sciences issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Marriage and Family Therapist Intern Registration Number 

IMF 60050, issued to Edward J. Peterson 

2. Ordering Edward J. Peterson to pay the Board of Behavioral Sciences the reasonable 

costs ofthe investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and Professions 

Code section 125.3; 
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3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: February 4,2014 

KJMJ\1ADSEN 

Executive Officer 
Board of Behavioral Sciences 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant 
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