CONTINUING EDUCATION LAWS & REGULATIONS
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

GENERAL CONTINUING EDUCATION LAW

Business & Professions Code (BPC) Section 166

The director shall, by regulation, develop guidelines to prescribe components for mandatory
continuing education programs administered by any board within the department.

(a) The guidelines shall be developed to ensure that mandatory continuing education is used as
a means to create a more competent licensing population, thereby enhancing public protection.

The guidelines shall require mandatory continuing education programs to address, at least, the

following:

(1) Course validity.

(2) Occupational relevancy.
(3) Effective presentation.
(4) Actual attendance.

(5) Material assimilation.
(6) Potential for application.

(b) The director shall consider educational principles, and the guidelines shall prescribe
mandatory continuing education program formats to include, but not be limited to, the following:

(1) The specified audience.

(2) Identification of what is to be learned.

(3) Clear goals and objectives.

(4) Relevant learning methods (participatory, hands-on, or clinical setting).

(5) Evaluation, focused on the learner and the assessment of the intended learning outcomes
(goals and objectives).

(c) Any board within the department that, after January 1, 1993, proposes a mandatory
continuing education program for its licensees shall submit the proposed program to the director
for review to assure that the program contains all the elements set forth in this section and
complies with the guidelines developed by the director.

(d) Any board administering a mandatory continuing education program that proposes to amend
its current program shall do so in a manner consistent with this section.

(e) Any board currently administering a mandatory continuing education program shall review
the components and requirements of the program to determine the extent to which they are
consistent with the guidelines developed under this section. The board shall submit a report of
their findings to the director. The report shall identify the similarities and differences of its
mandatory continuing education program. The report shall include any board-specific needs to
explain the variation from the director's guidelines.



(f) Any board administering a mandatory continuing education program, when accepting hours
for credit which are obtained out of state, shall ensure that the course for which credit is given is
administered in accordance with the guidelines addressed in subdivision (a).

(g9) Nothing in this section or in the guidelines adopted by the director shall be construed to
repeal any requirements for continuing education programs set forth in any other provision of
this code.

LMFT CONTINUING EDUCATION LAW

BPC Section 4980.54

LEGISLATIVE INTENT

(a) The Legislature recognizes that the education and experience requirements in this chapter
constitute only minimal requirements to assure that an applicant is prepared and qualified to
take the licensure examinations as specified in subdivision (d) of Section 4980.40 and, if he or
she passes those examinations, to begin practice.

(b) In order to continuously improve the competence of licensed marriage and family therapists
and as a model for all psychotherapeutic professions, the Legislature encourages all licensees
to regularly engage in continuing education related to the profession or scope of practice as
defined in this chapter.

LMFT REQUIREMENTS

(c) Except as provided in subdivision (e), the board shall not renew any license pursuant to this
chapter unless the applicant certifies to the board, on a form prescribed by the board, that he or
she has completed not less than 36 hours of approved continuing education in or relevant to
the field of marriage and family therapy in the preceding two years, as determined by the
board.

(d) The board shall have the right to audit the records of any applicant to verify the completion
of the continuing education requirement. Applicants shall maintain records of completion of
required continuing education coursework for a minimum of two years and shall make these
records available to the board for auditing purposes upon request.

(e) The board may establish exceptions from the continuing education requirements of this
section for good cause, as defined by the board.

ACCEPTABLE SOURCES OF CE FOR LMFTs
(f) The continuing education shall be obtained from one of the following sources:

(1) An accredited school or state-approved school that meets the requirements set forth in
Section 4980.36 or 4980.47. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed as requiring
coursework to be offered as part of a regular degree program.
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(2) Other continuing education providers, including, but not limited to, a professional marriage
and family therapist association, a licensed health facility, a governmental entity, a continuing
education unit of an accredited four-year institution of higher learning, or a mental health
professional association, approved by the board.

(g9) The board shall establish, by regulation, a procedure for approving providers of continuing
education courses, and all providers of continuing education, as described in paragraphs (1)
and (2) of subdivision (f), shall adhere to procedures established by the board. The board may
revoke or deny the right of a provider to offer continuing education coursework pursuant to this
section for failure to comply with the requirements of this section or any regulation adopted
pursuant to this section.

CE COURSE CONTENT FOR LMFTs

(h) Training, education, and coursework by approved providers shall incorporate one or more
of the following:

(1) Aspects of the discipline that are fundamental to the understanding or the practice of
marriage and family therapy.

(2) Aspects of the discipline of marriage and family therapy in which significant recent
developments have occurred.

(3) Aspects of other disciplines that enhance the understanding or the practice of marriage
and family therapy.

(i) A system of continuing education for licensed marriage and family therapists shall include
courses directly related to the diagnosis, assessment, and treatment of the client population
being served.

BBS ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

(i) The board shall, by regulation, fund the administration of this section through continuing
education provider fees to be deposited in the Behavioral Sciences Fund. The fees related to
the administration of this section shall be sufficient to meet, but shall not exceed, the costs of
administering the corresponding provisions of this section. For purposes of this subdivision, a
provider of continuing education as described in paragraph (1) of subdivision (f) shall be
deemed to be an approved provider.

(k) The continuing education requirements of this section shall comply fully with the guidelines
for mandatory continuing education established by the Department of Consumer Affairs
pursuant to Section 166.

LEP CONTINUING EDUCATION LAW

BPC Section 4989.34



LEP REQUIREMENTS

(a) To renew his or her license, a licensee shall certify to the board, on a form prescribed by the
board, completion in the preceding two years of not less than 36 hours of approved continuing
education in, or relevant to, educational psychology.

ACCEPTABLE SOURCES OF CE FOR LEPs

(b) (1) The continuing education shall be obtained from either an accredited university or a
continuing education provider approved by the board.

(2) The board shall establish, by regulation, a procedure for approving providers of continuing
education courses, and all providers of continuing education shall comply with procedures
established by the board. The board may revoke or deny the right of a provider to offer continuing
education coursework pursuant to this section for failure to comply with the requirements of this
section or any regulation adopted pursuant to this section.

CE COURSE CONTENT FOR LEPs

(c) Training, education, and coursework by approved providers shall incorporate one or more of
the following:

(1) Aspects of the discipline that are fundamental to the understanding or the practice of
educational psychology.

(2) Aspects of the discipline of educational psychology in which significant recent developments
have occurred.

(3) Aspects of other disciplines that enhance the understanding or the practice of educational
psychology.

(d) The board may audit the records of a licensee to verify completion of the continuing education
requirement. A licensee shall maintain records of the completion of required continuing education
coursework for a minimum of two years and shall make these records available to the board for
auditing purposes upon its request.

BBS ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

(e) The board may establish exceptions from the continuing education requirements of this
section for good cause, as determined by the board.

() The board shall, by regulation, fund the administration of this section through continuing
education provider fees to be deposited in the Behavioral Sciences Fund. The amount of the fees
shall be sufficient to meet, but shall not exceed, the costs of administering this section.

(g) The continuing education requirements of this section shall comply fully with the guidelines for
mandatory continuing education established by the Department of Consumer Affairs pursuant to
Section 166.



LCSW CONTINUING EDUCATION LAW

BPC Section 4996.22

LCSW REQUIREMENTS

(a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (c), the board shall not renew any license pursuant to
this chapter unless the applicant certifies to the board, on a form prescribed by the board, that
he or she has completed not less than 36 hours of approved continuing education in or relevant
to the field of social work in the preceding two years, as determined by the board.

(2) The board shall not renew any license of an applicant who began graduate study prior to
January 1, 2004, pursuant to this chapter unless the applicant certifies to the board that during
the applicant's first renewal period after the operative date of this section, he or she completed
a continuing education course in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and
intervention strategies, including community resources, cultural factors, and same gender
abuse dynamics. On and after January 1, 2005, the course shall consist of not less than seven
hours of training. Equivalent courses in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and
intervention strategies taken prior to the operative date of this section or proof of equivalent
teaching or practice experience may be submitted to the board and at its discretion, may be
accepted in satisfaction of this requirement. Continuing education courses taken pursuant to
this paragraph shall be applied to the 36 hours of approved continuing education required
under paragraph (1).

(b) The board shall have the right to audit the records of any applicant to verify the completion of
the continuing education requirement. Applicants shall maintain records of completion of
required continuing education coursework for a minimum of two years and shall make these
records available to the board for auditing purposes upon request.

(c) The board may establish exceptions from the continuing education requirement of this
section for good cause as defined by the board.

ACCEPTABLE SOURCES OF CE FOR LCSWs
(d) The continuing education shall be obtained from one of the following sources:

(1) An accredited school of social work, as defined in Section 4991.2, or a school or
department of social work that is a candidate for accreditation by the Commission on
Accreditation of the Council on Social Work Education. Nothing in this paragraph shall be
construed as requiring coursework to be offered as part of a regular degree program.

(2) Other continuing education providers, including, but not limited to, a professional social
work association, a licensed health facility, a governmental entity, a continuing education unit
of an accredited four-year institution of higher learning, and a mental health professional
association, approved by the board.



(e) The board shall establish, by regulation, a procedure for approving providers of continuing
education courses, and all providers of continuing education, as described in paragraphs (1)
and (2) of subdivision (d), shall adhere to the procedures established by the board. The board
may revoke or deny the right of a provider to offer continuing education coursework pursuant to
this section for failure to comply with the requirements of this section or any regulation adopted
pursuant to this section.

CE COURSE CONTENT FOR LCSWs

(f) Training, education, and coursework by approved providers shall incorporate one or more of
the following:

(1) Aspects of the discipline that are fundamental to the understanding, or the practice, of
social work.

(2) Aspects of the social work discipline in which significant recent developments have
occurred.

(3) Aspects of other related disciplines that enhance the understanding, or the practice, of
social work.

(g) A system of continuing education for licensed clinical social workers shall include courses
directly related to the diagnosis, assessment, and treatment of the client population being
served.

BBS ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

(h) The continuing education requirements of this section shall comply fully with the guidelines
for mandatory continuing education established by the Department of Consumer Affairs
pursuant to Section 166.

(i) The board may adopt regulations as necessary to implement this section.

() The board shall, by regulation, fund the administration of this section through continuing
education provider fees to be deposited in the Behavioral Science Examiners Fund. The fees
related to the administration of this section shall be sufficient to meet, but shall not exceed, the
costs of administering the corresponding provisions of this section. For purposes of this
subdivision, a provider of continuing education as described in paragraph (1) of subdivision (d)
shall be deemed to be an approved provider.

LPCC CONTINUING EDUCATION LAW

BPC Section 4999.76

LPCC REQUIREMENTS



(a) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) and subdivision (c), the board shall not renew any
license pursuant to this chapter unless the applicant certifies to the board, on a form prescribed
by the board, that he or she has completed not less than 36 hours of approved continuing
education in or relevant to the field of professional clinical counseling in the preceding two
years, as determined by the board.

(2) Except as provided in subdivision (c), the board shall not renew a license issued pursuant
to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.54 unless the applicant certifies to the
board, on a form prescribed by the board, that he or she has completed not less than 18
hours of approved continuing education in or relevant to the field of professional clinical
counseling in the preceding year, as determined by the board. This paragraph shall become
inoperative on January 1, 2018.

(b) The board shall have the right to audit the records of any applicant to verify the completion
of the continuing education requirement. Applicants shall maintain records of completed
continuing education coursework for a minimum of two years and shall make these records
available to the board for auditing purposes upon request.

(c) The board may establish exceptions from the continuing education requirement of this
section for good cause, as defined by the board.

ACCEPTABLE SOURCES OF CE FOR LPCCs
(d) The continuing education shall be obtained from one of the following sources:

(1) A school, college, or university that is accredited or approved, as defined in Section
4999.12. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed as requiring coursework to be offered
as part of a regular degree program.

(2) Other continuing education providers, including, but not limited to, a professional clinical
counseling association, a licensed health facility, a governmental entity, a continuing
education unit of a four-year institution of higher learning that is accredited or approved, or a
mental health professional association, approved by the board.

(e) The board shall establish, by regulation, a procedure for approving providers of continuing
education courses, and all providers of continuing education, as described in paragraphs (1)
and (2) of subdivision (d), shall adhere to procedures established by the board. The board may
revoke or deny the right of a provider to offer continuing education coursework pursuant to this
section for failure to comply with the requirements of this section or any regulation adopted
pursuant to this section.

CE COURSE CONTENT FOR LPCCs

(f) Training, education, and coursework by approved providers shall incorporate one or more of
the following:

(1) Aspects of the discipline that are fundamental to the understanding or the practice of
professional clinical counseling.



(2) Significant recent developments in the discipline of professional clinical counseling.

(3) Aspects of other disciplines that enhance the understanding or the practice of
professional clinical counseling.

(g9) A system of continuing education for licensed professional clinical counselors shall include
courses directly related to the diagnosis, assessment, and treatment of the client population
being served.

BBS ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

(h) The board shall, by regulation, fund the administration of this section through continuing
education provider fees to be deposited in the Behavioral Sciences Fund. The fees related to
the administration of this section shall be sufficient to meet, but shall not exceed, the costs of
administering the corresponding provisions of this section. For the purposes of this
subdivision, a provider of continuing education as described in paragraph (1) of subdivision (d)
shall be deemed to be an approved provider.

(i) The continuing education requirements of this section shall fully comply with the guidelines
for mandatory continuing education established by the Department of Consumer Affairs
pursuant to Section 166.

CONTINUING EDUCATION REGULATIONS

CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS (CCR) TITLE 16

§1816. RENEWAL FEES
())The biennial renewal fee for a board-approved continuing education provider is two hundred

dollars ($200.00).

§1816.7. DELINQUENT FEES
(NThe delinquency fee for the continuing education provider approval shall be one hundred
dollars ($100).

§1819.1. CONTINUING EDUCATION PROVIDER FEES

The application fee for board approval as a continuing education provider is two hundred dollars
($200.00). This fee also covers the issuance of the initial two-year continuing education provider
approval.

81887. DEFINITIONS
As used in this article:

(a) A continuing education "course" means a form of systematic learning at least one hour in
length including, but not limited to, academic studies, extension studies, lectures, conferences,
seminars, workshops, viewing of videotapes or film instruction, viewing or participating in other
audiovisual activities including interactive video instruction and activities electronically
transmitted from another location which has been verified and approved by the continuing
education provider, and self-study courses.



(b) A "self-study course" means a form of systematic learning performed at a licensee's
residence, office, or other private location including, but not limited to, listening to audiotapes or
participating in self-assessment testing (open-book tests that are completed by the member,
submitted to the provider, graded, and returned to the member with correct answers and an
explanation of why the answer chosen by the provider was the correct answer).

(c) A continuing education "provider" means an accredited or approved school, or an
association, health facility, governmental entity, educational institution, individual, or other
organization that offers continuing education courses and meets the requirements contained in
this article.

(d) An “initial renewal period” means the period from issuance of an initial license to the
license’s first expiration date.

(e) A “renewal period” means the two-year period which spans from a license’s expiration date
to the license’s next expiration date.

§1887.1. LICENSE RENEWAL REQUIREMENTS
(a) Except as provided in Section 1887.2, a licensee shall certify in writing, when applying for

license renewal, by signing a statement under penalty of perjury that during the preceding
renewal period the licensee has completed thirty-six (36) hours of continuing education credit as
set forth in Sections 4980.54, 4989.34,-4996.22, and 4999.76 of the Code.

(b) A licensee who falsifies or makes a material misrepresentation of fact when applying for
license renewal or who cannot verify completion of continuing education by producing a record
of course completion, upon request by the board, is subject to disciplinary action under Sections
4982(b), 4989.54 (b), 4992.3(b), and 4999.90(b) of the Code.

(c) Licensed educational psychologists shall be subject to the license renewal requirements of
this section as specified:

(1) Beginning January 1, 2012 and through December 31, 2012 licensees shall certify in
writing, when applying for license renewal, by signing a statement under penalty of
perjury that during the preceding renewal period the licensee has completed eighteen
(18) hours of continuing education.

(2) On and after January 1, 2013 licensees shall meet all of the requirements of
subdivisions (a) and (b).

§1887.2. EXCEPTIONS FROM CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS
(a) A licensee in his or her initial renewal period shall complete at least eighteen (18) hours of

continuing education, of which no more than nine (9) hours may be earned through self-study
courses, prior to his or her first license renewal.

(b) A licensed educational psychologist that renews his or her license beginning January 1,
2012 and through December 31, 2012 shall complete at least eighteen (18) hours of continuing
education prior to his or her license renewal.



(c) A licensee is exempt from the continuing education requirement if his or her license is
inactive pursuant to Sections 4984.8, 4989.44, 4997 or 4999.112 of the Code.

(d) A licensee may submit a written request for exception from, or reasonable accommodation
for, the continuing education requirement, on a form entitled “Request for Continuing Education
Exception — Licensee Application,” Form No. 1800 37A-635 (Rev 3/10), hereby incorporated by
reference, for any of the reasons listed below. The request must be submitted to the board at
least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration date of the license. The board will notify the licensee,
within thirty (30) working days after receipt of the request for exception or reasonable
accommodation, whether the exception or accommodation was granted. If the request for
exception or accommodation is denied, the licensee is responsible for completing the full
amount of continuing education required for license renewal. If the request for exception or
accommodation is approved, it shall be valid for one renewal period.

(1) The Board shall grant an exception if the licensee can provide evidence, satisfactory to the
board that:

(A) For at least one year during the licensee’s previous license renewal period the licensee was
absent from California due to military service;

(B) For at least one year during the licensee’s previous license renewal period the licensee
resided in another country; or

(2) The board may grant a reasonable accommaodation if, for at least one year during the
licensee's previous license renewal period, the licensee or an immediate family member,
including a domestic partner, where the licensee is the primary caregiver for that family
member, had a physical or mental disability or medical condition as defined in Section 12926 of
the Government Code. The physical or mental disability or medical condition must be verified
by a licensed physician or psychologist with expertise in the area of the physical or mental
disability or medical condition. Verification of the physical or mental disability or medical
condition must be submitted by the licensee on a form entitled “Request for Continuing
Education Exception — Verification of Disability or Medical Condition,” Form No. 1800 37A-636
(New 03/10), hereby incorporated by reference.

81887.3. CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSE REQUIREMENTS

(a) During each renewal period, a licensee shall accrue at least thirty-six (36) hours of
continuing education coursework as defined in Section 1887.4. A licensee may accrue no more
than eighteen (18) hours of continuing education earned through self-study courses during each
renewal period.

(b) A marriage and family therapist and clinical social worker licensee who started graduate
study prior to January 1, 1986, shall take a continuing education course in the detection and
treatment of alcohol and other chemical substance dependency during their first renewal period
after the adoption of these regulations. The course shall be at least seven (7) hours in length
and its content shall comply with the requirements of Section 29 of the Code. This is a one-time
requirement for those licensees specified above. Equivalent alcohol and other chemical
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substance dependency courses taken prior to the adoption of these regulations, or proof of
equivalent teaching or practice experience, may be submitted to the board upon request in lieu
of this requirement; however, this coursework or experience shall not be credited as hours
towards the continuing education requirements.

(c) Pursuant to Section 32 of the Code, a marriage and family therapist and clinical social
worker licensee shall take a continuing education course in the characteristics and methods of
assessment and treatment of people living with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and
acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) during their first renewal period after the adoption
of these regulations. The course shall be at least seven (7) hours in length and its content shall
comply with the requirements of Section 32 of the Code. This is a one-time requirement for all
licensees. Equivalent HIV and AIDS courses taken prior to the adoption of these regulations, or
proof of equivalent teaching or practice experience, may be submitted to the board upon
request in lieu of this requirement; however, this coursework or experience shall not be credited
as hours towards the continuing education requirements.

(d) Any person renewing his or her license on and after January 1, 2004 shall complete a
minimum of six (6) hours of continuing education in the subject of law and ethics for each
renewal period. The six (6) hours shall be considered part of the thirty-six (36) hour continuing
education requirement.

(e) If a licensee teaches a course, the licensee may claim credit for the course only one time
during a single renewal period, receiving the same amount of hours of continuing education
credit as a licensee who attended the course.

(f) A licensee may not claim the same course more than once during a single renewal period for
hours of continuing education credit.

(g) A licensee who takes a course as a condition of probation resulting from disciplinary action
by the board may not apply the course as credit towards the continuing education requirement.

(h) Provisions of this section shall apply to licensed educational psychologists as follows:

(1) Beginning January 1, 2012 and through December 31, 2012 licensees shall complete at
least eighteen (18) hours of continuing education prior to his or her license renewal, in
accordance with subdivision (d) through (g).

(2) On and after January 1, 2013, licensees shall meet the requirements of subdivision (a)
through (g).

§1887.4. CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSE CONTENT
(a) A provider shall ensure that the content of a course shall be relevant to the practice of

marriage and family therapy, educational psychology, professional clinical counselor, or clinical
social work and meet the requirements set forth in Sections 4980.54, 4989.34, 4996.22, and
4999.76 of the Code. The content of a course shall also be related to direct or indirect
patient/client care.

11



(1) Direct patient/client care courses cover specialty areas of therapy (e.g., theoretical
frameworks for clinical practice; intervention techniques with individuals, couples, or groups).

(2) Indirect patient/client care courses cover pragmatic aspects of clinical practice (e.g., legal or
ethical issues, consultation, recordkeeping, office management, insurance risks and benefits,
managed care issues, research obligations, supervision training).

(b) A provider shall ensure that a course has specific objectives that are measurable.

(c) Upon completion of a course, a licensee shall evaluate the course through some type of
evaluation mechanism.

§1887.5. HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT
(a) One hour of instruction is equal to one hour of continuing education credit.

(b) One academic quarter unit is equal to ten (10) hours of continuing education credit.

(c) One academic semester unit is equal to fifteen (15) hours of continuing education credit.

81887.6. CONTINUING EDUCATION PROVIDERS
A continuing education course shall be taken from:

(a) an accredited or approved postsecondary institution that meets the requirements set forth in
Sections 4980.54(f)(1), 4989.34, 4996.22(d)(1), or 4999.76(d) of the Code; or

(b) a board-approved provider with a valid, current approval as provided in Section 1887.7.

§1887.7. BOARD-APPROVED PROVIDERS
(a) A continuing education provider must meet the board’s course content and instructor

gualifications criteria, as provided under this article, to qualify to become a board-approved
provider.

(b) A continuing education provider shall submit a completed Continuing Education Provider
Application (Form no. 1800 37A-633, Rev. 03/10), hereby incorporated by reference, remit the
appropriate fees, and obtain a continuing education provider number from the board to become
a board-approved provider.

(c) A provider may not apply for a new provider approval number within one year of an existing
approval’s expiration unless the provider has undergone a change of ownership.

(d) A provider approval issued under this section shall expire on the last day of the twenty-fourth
month after the approval issue date. To renew an unexpired provider approval, the provider
shall, on or before the expiration date of the approval, pay the two-year renewal fee set forth in
Section 1816 of these regulations.

(e) When a provider’s approval is expired, the provider may not present a course for continuing
education credits for licensees of the Board of Behavioral Sciences.

(f) Board-approved provider numbers are non-transferable.
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(g9) The Board shall send a renewal notice, at least thirty (30) days prior to the expiration, to any
continuing education provider approved by the Board, to the address of record for such
provider.

§1887.8. REVOCATION AND DENIAL OF BOARD-APPROVED PROVIDER STATUS
(a) The board may revoke its approval of a provider or deny a provider application for good

cause. Good cause includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(1) a provider is convicted of a felony or misdemeanor offense substantially related to the
activities of a board-approved provider;

(2) a provider, who is a licensee of the board, fails to comply with any provisions of Chapters
13, 13.5, 14 and 16 of the Business and Professions Code or Title 16, Division 18 of the
California Code of Regulations; or

(3) a provider makes a material misrepresentation of fact in information submitted to the
board.

(b) After a thorough case review, should the board decide to revoke or deny its approval of a
provider, it shall give the provider written notice setting forth its reasons for revocation or denial.
The provider may appeal the revocation or denial in writing, within fifteen (15) days after receipt
of the revocation or denial notice, and request a hearing with the board’s designee. The
revocation is stayed at this point. Should the board’s designee decide to uphold the revocation
or denial, the provider may appeal the decision of the board’s designee in writing, within seven
(7) days after receipt of the decision of the board’s designee, and request a hearing with a
continuing education appeals committee appointed by the board chairperson. The hearing will
take place at the next regularly scheduled board meeting, provided the appeal is received
before the meeting is noticed to the public. It is at the discretion of the board’s designee whether
to stay the revocation further.

The continuing education appeals committee shall contain three board members, one public
member and two members representing two of the three license types regulated by the board.
The decision of the continuing education appeals committee is final.

81887.9. COURSE ADVERTISEMENTS
A provider shall ensure that information publicizing a continuing education course is accurate

and includes the following:
(a) the provider's name;
(b) the provider number, if a board-approved provider;

(c) the statement "Course meets the qualifications for hours of continuing education
credit for MFTs, LPCCs, LEPs and/or LCSWs as required by the California Board of Behavioral
Sciences";

(d) the provider's policy on refunds in cases of non-attendance by the registrant; and
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(e) a clear, concise description of the course content and objectives.

81887.10. COURSE INSTRUCTOR QUALIFICATIONS
(a) A provider shall ensure that an instructor teaching a course has at least two of the following

minimum qualifications:

(1) a license, registration, or certificate in an area related to the subject matter of the course.
The license, registration, or certificate shall be current, valid, and free from restrictions due
to disciplinary action by this board or any other health care regulatory agency;

(2) a master's or higher degree from an educational institution in an area related to the
subject matter of the course;

(3) training, certification, or experience in teaching subject matter related to the subject
matter of the course; or

(4) at least two years' experience in an area related to the subject matter of the course.

(b) During the period of time that any instructor has a healing arts license that is restricted
pursuant to a disciplinary action in California or in any other state or territory, that instructor shall
notify all approved continuing education providers for whom he or she provides instruction of
such discipline before instruction begins or immediately upon notice of the decision, whichever
occurs first.

§1887.11. RECORDS OF COURSE COMPLETION
Upon completion of a course, a provider shall issue a record of course completion to a licensee

(e.g., letters of verification of attendance, certificates, gradeslips, transcripts) containing the
following information:

(a) name of licensee and license number or other identification number;
(b) course title;

(c) provider name and address;

(d) provider number, if a board-approved provider;

(e) date of course;

(f) number of hours of continuing education credit; and

(9) signature of course instructor, provider, or provider designee.

§1887.12. LICENSEE AND PROVIDER COURSE RECORDS
(a) A licensee shall maintain records of course completion for a period of at least two (2) years

from the date of license renewal for which the course was completed.

(b) A provider shall maintain records related to continuing education courses for a period of at
least four (4) years. Records shall include:
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(1) syllabi for all courses;

(2) the time and location of all courses;
(3) course advertisements;

(4) course instructors’ vitaes or resumes;

(5) attendance rosters with the names and license numbers of licensees who attended the
COourses;

(6) sign-in sheets; and
(7) records of course completion issued to licensees who attended the courses.

(c) The board may audit the course records of a provider to ensure compliance with the board’s
continuing education requirements.

1887.13 RENEWAL OF EXPIRED APPROVAL
A provider approval that has expired may be renewed at any time within one (1) year after its

expiration upon all of the following:

(a) Filing an application for renewal on a form prescribed by the board.

(b) Payment of the renewal fee in effect on the last regular renewal date.

(c) Payment of the delinquency fee in effect on the last regular renewal date.

(d) Submission of a letter stating that no courses were presented while the provider's approval
status was expired. If a course was presented during that time, the letter shall state that all
participants have been notified that the provider’s approval status at the time of completion of
the continuing education was expired and that continuing education hours will not be disallowed
by the Board if the provider renews within one (1) year after its expiration.

1887.14 TIME LIMIT FOR RENEWAL OF APPROVAL AFTER EXPIRATION; NEW
APPROVAL

A provider approval that is not renewed within one year of its expiration date may not be
renewed, reinstated, or reissued thereafter, but the provider may apply for and obtain a new
approval if:

(a) No fact, circumstance, or condition exists that, if the approval were issued, would justify its
revocation; and

(b) The applicant pays the fees that would be required if applying for approval for the first time.
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SCOPES OF PRACTICE

LMFT SCOPE OF PRACTICE — BPC Section 4980.02
For the purposes of this chapter, the practice of marriage and family therapy shall mean that

service performed with individuals, couples, or groups wherein interpersonal relationships are
examined for the purpose of achieving more adequate, satisfying, and productive marriage and
family adjustments. This practice includes relationship and pre-marriage counseling.

The application of marriage and family therapy principles and methods includes, but is not limited
to, the use of applied psychotherapeutic techniques, to enable individuals to mature and grow
within marriage and the family, the provision of explanations and interpretations of the
psychosexual and psychosaocial aspects of relationships, and the use, application, and integration
of the coursework and training required by Sections 4980.36, 4980.37, and 4980.41.

LEP SCOPE OF PRACTICE — BPC Section 4989.14
The practice of educational psychology is the performance of any of the following professional

functions pertaining to academic learning processes or the educational system or both:

(a) Educational evaluation.
(b) Diagnosis of psychological disorders related to academic learning processes.

(c) Administration of diagnostic tests related to academic learning processes including tests of
academic ability, learning patterns, achievement, motivation, and personality factors.

(d) Interpretation of diagnostic tests related to academic learning processes including tests of
academic ability, learning patterns, achievement, motivation, and personality factors.

(e) Providing psychological counseling for individuals, groups, and families.

(f) Consultation with other educators and parents on issues of social development and behavioral
and academic difficulties.

(g) Conducting psychoeducational assessments for the purposes of identifying special needs.
(h) Developing treatment programs and strategies to address problems of adjustment.

(i) Coordinating intervention strategies for management of individual crises.

LCSW SCOPE OF PRACTICE — BPC Section 4996.9
The practice of clinical social work is defined as a service in which a special knowledge of social

resources, human capabilities, and the part that unconscious motivation plays in determining
behavior, is directed at helping people to achieve more adequate, satisfying, and productive social
adjustments. The application of social work principles and methods includes, but is not restricted
to, counseling and using applied psychotherapy of a nonmedical nature with individuals, families,
or groups; providing information and referral services; providing or arranging for the provision of
social services; explaining or interpreting the psychosocial aspects in the situations of individuals,
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families, or groups; helping communities to organize, to provide, or to improve social or health
services; or doing research related to social work.

Psychotherapy, within the meaning of this chapter, is the use of psychosocial methods within a
professional relationship, to assist the person or persons to achieve a better psychosocial
adaptation, to acquire greater human realization of psychosocial potential and adaptation, to
modify internal and external conditions which affect individuals, groups, or communities in respect
to behavior, emotions, and thinking, in respect to their intrapersonal and interpersonal processes.

LPCC SCOPE OF PRACTICE — BPC Section 4999.20
(a) (1) “Professional clinical counseling” means the application of counseling interventions and

psychotherapeutic techniques to identify and remediate cognitive, mental, and emotional
issues, including personal growth, adjustment to disability, crisis intervention, and psychosocial
and environmental problems. “Professional clinical counseling” includes conducting
assessments for the purpose of establishing counseling goals and objectives to empower
individuals to deal adequately with life situations, reduce stress, experience growth, change
behavior, and make well-informed rational decisions.

(2) “Professional clinical counseling” is focused exclusively on the application of counseling
interventions and psychotherapeutic techniques for the purposes of improving mental health,
and is not intended to capture other, nonclinical forms of counseling for the purposes of
licensure. For the purposes of this paragraph, “nonclinical” means nonmental health.

(3) “Professional clinical counseling” does not include the assessment or treatment of
couples or families unless the professional clinical counselor has completed all of the
following additional training and education, beyond the minimum training and education
required for licensure:

(A) One of the following:

(i) Six semester units or nine quarter units specifically focused on the theory and
application of marriage and family therapy.

(i) A named specialization or emphasis area on the qualifying degree in marriage and
family therapy; marital and family therapy; marriage, family, and child counseling; or
couple and family therapy.

(B) No less than 500 hours of documented supervised experience working directly with
couples, families, or children.

(C) A minimum of six hours of continuing education specific to marriage and family therapy,
completed in each license renewal cycle.

(4) “Professional counseling” does not include the provision of clinical social work services.

(b) “Counseling interventions and psychotherapeutic techniques” means the application of
cognitive, affective, verbal or nonverbal, systemic or holistic counseling strategies that include
principles of development, wellness, and maladjustment that reflect a pluralistic society. These
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interventions and techniques are specifically implemented in the context of a professional
clinical counseling relationship and use of a variety of counseling theories and approaches.

(c) “Assessment” means selecting, administering, scoring, and interpreting tests, instruments,
and other tools and methods designed to measure an individual’s attitudes, abilities, aptitudes,
achievements, interests, personal characteristics, disabilities, and mental, emotional, and
behavioral concerns and development and the use of methods and techniques for
understanding human behavior in relation to coping with, adapting to, or ameliorating changing
life situations, as part of the counseling process. “Assessment” shall not include the use of
projective techniques in the assessment of personality, individually administered intelligence
tests, neuropsychological testing, or utilization of a battery of three or more tests to determine
the presence of psychosis, dementia, amnesia, cognitive impairment, or criminal behavior.

(d) Professional clinical counselors shall refer clients to other licensed health care
professionals when they identify issues beyond their own scope of education, training, and
experience.

LAW & ETHICS COURSE

As referenced in CCR Section 1887.3(d)

Any person renewing his or her license on and after January 1, 2004 shall complete a minimum
of six (6) hours of continuing education in the subject of law and ethics for each renewal period.
The six (6) hours shall be considered part of the thirty-six (36) hour continuing education
requirement.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY COURSEWORK FOR LPCCs

The law specifies certain continuing education requirement for an LPCC who wishes to treat
couples or families and/or supervise an MFT intern: (As referenced in BPC Section 4999.20 and
CCR Section 1820.5)

BPC Section 4999.20 (a)(3)

“Professional clinical counseling” does not include the assessment or treatment of couples or
families unless the professional clinical counselor has completed all of the following
additional training and education, beyond the minimum training and education required for
licensure:

(A) One of the following:

(i) Six semester units or nine quarter units specifically focused on the theory and
application of marriage and family therapy.

(i) A named specialization or emphasis area on the qualifying degree in marriage and
family therapy; marital and family therapy; marriage, family, and child counseling; or
couple and family therapy.
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(B) No less than 500 hours of documented supervised experience working directly with
couples, families, or children.

(C) A minimum of six hours of continuing education specific to marriage and family therapy,
completed in each license renewal cycle.

CCR Title 16 Section 1820.5

§1820.5 EXPERIENCE WORKING DIRECTLY WITH COUPLES, FAMILIES, OR CHILDREN

(a) Professional clinical counselor interns and clinical counselor trainees shall be exempt from
Section 4999.20 (a)(3) of the Code if the intern or trainee meets both of the following
requirements:

(1) Is gaining supervised experience to comply with 4999.20(a)(3)(B), 4999.32(c)(3)(l), or
4999.33(c)(3)(K) of the Code; and,

(2) The supervised experience is gained under the direct supervision of a marriage and
family therapist or a licensed professional clinical counselor who meets all requirements
specified in Section 4999.20 (a)(3) of the Code.

(b) A licensed professional clinical counselor shall be exempt from Section 4999.20 (a)(3) of the
Code if the licensee meets all of the following requirements:

(1) Is gaining supervised experience to comply with Section 4999.20(a)(3)(B) of the Code;

(2) The supervised experience is gained under the direct supervision of a marriage and
family therapist or a licensee who meets all requirements specified in Section 4999.20 (a)(3) of
the Code.

(3) The licensed professional clinical counselor gaining the hours of supervised work
experience to comply with Section 4999.20(a)(3) of the Code meets both of the following
requirements:

(A) Has completed, beyond the minimum training and education, six semester units or
nine quarter units specifically focused on the theory and application of marriage and family
therapy or a named specialization or emphasis area on the qualifying degree in marriage and
family therapy; marital and family therapy; marriage, family, and child counseling; or couple and
family therapy.

(B) Completes a minimum of six hours of continuing education specific to marriage and
family therapy, completed in each renewal cycle.
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SPOUSAL OR PARTNER ABUSE COURSE

As referenced in BPC Sections 4980.57 and 4996.22

A licensee who began graduate study prior to January 1, 2004, must take a one-time continuing
education course during his or her first renewal period after this date covering the following topics:

e Spousal or partner abuse assessment,
e Detection,

¢ Intervention strategies, including community resources, cultural factors, and same gender
abuse dynamics.

On and after January 1, 2005, the course must be at least seven hours in length.

AGING & LONG TERM CARE COURSE

As referenced in BPC Sections 4980.395 and 4996.26
For LMFT and LCSW who began graduate study prior to January 1, 2004:

¢ Required completion of a three-hour continuing education course in aging and long-term care
during his or her first renewal period. The course shall include, but is not limited to, the
biological, social, and psychological aspects of aging.

ALCOHOL & OTHER CHEMICAL SUBSTANCE DEPENDENCY COURSE

As referenced in CCR Section 1887.3 & 1810

CCR Section 1887.3: (b) A marriage and family therapist and clinical social worker licensee
who started graduate study prior to January 1, 1986, shall take a continuing education course in
the detection and treatment of alcohol and other chemical substance dependency during their
first renewal period after the adoption of these regulations. The course shall be at least seven
(7) hours in length and its content shall comply with the requirements of Section 29 of the Code.
This is a one-time requirement for those licensees specified above. Equivalent alcohol and other
chemical substance dependency courses taken prior to the adoption of these regulations, or
proof of equivalent teaching or practice experience, may be submitted to the board upon
request in lieu of this requirement; however, this coursework or experience shall not be credited
as hours towards the continuing education requirements.

(h) Provisions of this section shall apply to licensed educational psychologists as follows:

(1) Beginning January 1, 2012 and through December 31, 2012 licensees shall complete at
least eighteen (18) hours of continuing education prior to his or her license renewal, in
accordance with subdivision (d) through (g).



(2) On and after January 1, 2013, licensees shall meet the requirements of subdivision (a)
through (g).

CCR Section 1810: (d) A licensed educational psychologist that renews his or her license on or
after January 1, 2012 shall receive not less than fifteen (15) hours of instruction and training in
alcoholism and other chemical substance dependency that shall include classroom training or
coursework in each of the following areas:

(1) The definition of alcoholism and other chemical dependency, and the evaluation of the
abuser.

(2) Medical aspects of alcoholism and other chemical dependency.

(3) Current theories of the etiology of substance abuse.

(4) The role of persons and systems that support or compound the abuse.
(5) Major treatment approaches to alcoholism and chemical dependency.
(6) Legal aspects of substance abuse.

(7) Knowledge of certain populations at risk with regard to substance abuse.

(8) Community resources offering assessment, treatment and follow-up for the abuser and
family.

(9) The process of referring affected persons.

(10) Education concerning and prevention of substance abuse.

HIV/AIDS COURSE

As referenced in CCR Section 1887.3

(c) Pursuant to Section 32 of the Code, a marriage and family therapist and clinical social
worker licensee shall take a continuing education course in the characteristics and methods of
assessment and treatment of people living with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and
acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) during their first renewal period after the adoption
of these regulations. The course shall be at least seven (7) hours in length and its content shall
comply with the requirements of Section 32 of the Code. This is a one-time requirement for all
licensees. Equivalent HIV and AIDS courses taken prior to the adoption of these regulations, or
proof of equivalent teaching or practice experience, may be submitted to the board upon
request in lieu of this requirement; however, this coursework or experience shall not be credited
as hours towards the continuing education requirements.

CHILD ABUSE ASSESSMENT COURSE
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As referenced in CCR Section 1807.2

§1807.2. CHILD ABUSE ASSESSMENT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

In addition to all other requirements for licensure, all persons applying for a license as a marriage

and family therapist, clinical social worker, or professional clinical counselor or renewal of a
license as an educational psychologist shall in addition to all other requirements for licensure,
have completed coursework or training in child abuse assessment and reporting and shall submit
documentation to the board. The coursework or training in child abuse assessment and reporting
shall consist of not less than 7 classroom hours and shall include training in each of the subject
areas described in Section 28 of the Code. The coursework or training shall be:

(a) Obtained at an educational institution, or in an extension course offered by an institution which
is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges, or approved by the Bureau for
Private Postsecondary Education, pursuant to Sections 94802 and 94887 of the Education Code;
or

(b) Obtained from a statewide professional association representing the professions of
psychology, social work or marriage and family therapy; or

(c) Obtained from or sponsored by a local, county, state or federal governmental entity, or
licensed health facility; or

(d) Obtained from a continuing education provider approved by the board.
(e) Completed after January 1, 1983.

(H A licensed educational psychologist shall meet the requirements of this section prior to
applying for his or her first license renewal on or after January 1, 2012.
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