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MEMORANDUM 
DATE January 23, 2026 
TO Board Members 
FROM Dawn Herrera, Examination Manager 
SUBJECT Examination Report 

Examination Pass Rates 

The table below reflects the examination totals of all exams for the current and prior 
quarters as well as the first-time test takers with the percentage of those who passed. A 
total of 5,998 exams       were administered in the 2nd quarter of fiscal year (FY) 
2025/2026. This represents an approximate 13.8% decrease in exam administrations 
from the 1st quarter of FY 2025/2026. For a detailed view of the school pass rate, 
please see Attachment A-Exam School Report 2nd Quarter FY 2025-2026. 

1st QTR FY 2025/2026 2nd QTR FY 2025/2026 
Total Pass 

% 
TOTAL 

1st Time 
Pass % 
1st Time 

Total Pass 
% 

TOTAL 
1st Time 

Pass % 
1st Time 

LMFT 
Law & 
Ethics 1,586 73% 1,251 77% 1,443 74% 1,036 83% 

Clinical 1,133 71% 853 81% 1,087 70% 767 84% 
LCSW 
Law & 
Ethics 1,686 58% 1,276 62% 1,302 76% 813 84% 

ASWB 1,446 49% 742 69% 1,217 52% 653 73% 
LPCC 
Law & 
Ethics 729 66% 551 69% 619 82% 425 86% 

NCMHCE 307 67% 206 76% 260 61% 189 75% 
LEP 

LEP 73 73% 51 82% 70 74% 50 82% 
TOTALS 

Total 6,960 5,998 
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The table below reflects the examination totals of the endorsed/out-of-state applicants 
for the current and prior quarters as well as the first-time test takers with the percentage 
of those who passed. 

These totals are included in Attachment A-Exam School Report 2nd Quarter FY 2025-
2026.   

The 1st quarter of FY 2025/2026 totals are included in Attachment B-Exam School 
Report 1st Quarter FY 2025-2026 Endorsed Out-of-State. 

Endorsed/Out-of-State Applicants 
1st QTR FY 2025/2026 2nd QTR FY 2025/2026 

Total Pass 
% 

TOTAL 
1st Time 

Pass % 
1st Time 

Total Pass 
% 

TOTAL 
1st Time 

Pass % 
1st Time 

LMFT 
Law & 
Ethics 18 94% 17 94% 14 100% 13 100% 
Clinical 1 100% 1 0% 2 100% 2 100% 
LCSW 
Law & 
Ethics 137 86% 130 78% 131 96% 116 95% 
ASWB 1 0% 0 0% 1 100% 1 100% 
LPCC 
Law & 
Ethics 136 83% 121 77% 106 88% 76 87% 
NCMHCE 1 0% 0 0% 5 60% 5 60% 
TOTALS 
Total 294 259 

Staff of the Office of Professional Examination Services (OPES) concluded their 
analysis to identify potential factors contributing to the lower pass rates on the California 
LPCC Law and Ethics Examination. The review examined candidate data spanning a 
five-year period, including demographics, educational background, and examination 
history. Based on the information available, no statistically significant or specific factors 
were identified that could explain the observed lower pass rates. 

Examination Development 

Between October 1, 2025, and December 31, 2025, a total of 5 workshops were 
conducted. Two workshops were held in person at OPES, and three were conducted at 
remote locations. 

The workshops covered the following: 
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• LEP Item Writing 
• LMFT-C Exam Construction 
• LCSW Occupational Analysis 
• LPCC Occupational Analysis (2) 

The Board continues its ongoing collaboration with OPES to support the recruitment of 
qualified Subject Matter Experts (SME) for Board administered examinations. In fact, 
staff are currently finalizing a recruitment article for inclusion in the February Newsletter. 
The article provides an overview of participation opportunities, outlines the various 
workshop types, and details the required qualifications and applicable compensation. 
The goal is to secure additional qualified professionals that bring perspectives to the 
exam process, helping ensure that exam content is relevant, fair, and reflective of real-
life practice across the profession.   

American Association of Social Work Board (ASWB)-Clinical Exam 

In August 2026, ASWB will launch updated exams as part of their ongoing commitment 
to meeting and exceeding industry standards. 

The 2026 exams will feature a new structure centering candidates’ experiences and a 
renewed focus on applied knowledge rather than simple recall of information. 

The new exams will: 

• Test three content areas rather than four, reflecting the consolidation of 
knowledge statements as determined through the practice analysis 

• Feature fewer questions overall, reducing the number of both scored and pretest 
questions 

• Increase the proportion of three-option multiple choice questions 
• Include a higher proportion of questions that rely on the application of 

professional knowledge through the use of problem-solving and reasoning 
• Retain the four-hour time limit to complete an exam 
• Continue to follow psychometric standards for valid, reliable, and fair exams 

In spring 2026, ASWB will provide additional information about the updates to the 
exams. This will include updated exam resources and a revised ASWB Examination 
Guidebook.   

Pearson Vue 

The Pearson VUE name is evolving and will soon be known simply as Pearson as part 
of a broader, company-wide rebrand. The Board will share additional details and 
communicate these changes to candidates as more information becomes available. 

As part of the Pearson VUE (PV) Migration and Modularization initiative, PV is 
modernizing the candidate web experience to enhance usability and streamline key 
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workflows. The first phase of this effort- an updated Candidate Account Management 
system scheduled for rollout in January will feature a cleaner interface, improved 
navigation, and more efficient workflows, making it easier for candidates to manage 
their account information. 

Throughout the coming year, PV will continue to roll out enhancements across other 
areas of the candidate web experience, including scheduling and registration. These 
improvements are designed to provide a seamless, intuitive process for candidates 
when booking and managing exams. 

Additionally, Pearson VUE has established a group email address for state agency 
clients. This inbox will be monitored by a designated team responsible for reviewing 
inquiries and responding directly when possible, or forwarding them to the program 
manager if further assistance is required. This approach is intended to ensure all 
inquiries are addressed as promptly as possible. 

Finally, exam staff are currently reviewing the candidate handbook and will submit 
updates and minor revisions for publication in February. 

Examination Emails Received 

2nd 
Quarter 
FY 24/25 

2nd 
Quarter 
FY 25/26 

Percent 
Change 

Examination Emails 
Received 

Exams 2,668 3,395 27.25% 
Subject Matter Expert 173 123 -28.90% 
Accommodations N/A 261 N/A 
Cashiering 3,507 4,490 28.03% 
Total 6,348 8,269 30.26% 

Attachments 

Attachment A: Exam School Report 
Attachment B: Exam School Report (Endorsed/Out-of-State Applicants) 
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ATTACHMENT A 
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Board of Behavioral Sciences 

EXAM RESULTS BY SCHOOL 

EXAM DATES: Jul 1, 2025 THROUGH Sep 30, 2025 

Endorsed/Out-Of-State Applicants 

Exams Applicants First Timers 

Exam Description TAKING PASSED PASSED FAILED FAILED FIRST FIRST FIRST PASSED FIRST FIRST FAILED 

EXAM PERCENT PERCENT TAKING PASSED PERCENT FAILED PERCENT 

EXAM 

LCSW Clinical Exam 0 0% 100% 0 0 0 

(ASWB) 

LCSW Law and Ethics 137 118 86% 19 14% 130 102 78% 28 22% 

LMFT Clinical Exam 100% 0 0% 0 0% 100% 

LMFT Law and Ethics 18 17 94% 6% 17 16 94% 6% 

LPCC Law and Ethics 136 113 83% 23 17% 121 93 77% 28 23% 

NCMHCE Exam 0 0% 100% 0 0 0 

Jan 22, 2026 

ATTACHMENT B 
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