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MEMORANDUM 
DATE April 22, 2026 
TO Board Members 
FROM Dawn Herrera, Examination Manager 
SUBJECT Examination Report 

Examination Pass Rates 
The table below reflects the examination totals of all exams for the current and prior 
quarters as well as the first-time test takers with the percentage of those who passed. 

A total of 6,205 exams were administered in the 3rd quarter of FY 2025/2026. This 
represents an approximate 3.45% increase in exam administration from the 2nd quarter 
of FY 2025/2026. For a detailed view of the school pass rate, please see Attachment A-
Exam School Report 3rd Quarter FY 2025-2026. 

All Examination Candidates 
2nd QTR FY 2025/2026 3rd QTR FY 2025/2026 

Total Pass 
% 

TOTAL 
1st Time 

Pass % 
1st Time 

Total Pass 
% 

TOTAL 
1st Time 

Pass % 
1st Time 

LMFT 
Law & 
Ethics 1,443 74% 1,036 83% 1,451 71% 1,089 78% 
Clinical 1,087 70% 767 84% 1,057 65% 742 80% 

LCSW 
Law & 
Ethics 1,302 76% 813 84% 1,256 73% 893 79% 

ASWB 1,217 52% 653 73% 1,389 55% 816 72% 
LPCC 

Law & 
Ethics 619 82% 425 86% 693 75% 480 81% 

NCMHCE 260 61% 189 75% 300 68% 217 77% 
LEP 

LEP 70 74% 50 82% 59 86% 49 90% 
TOTALS 

Total 5,998 6,205 
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The table below reflects the examination totals of the endorsed/out-of-state applicants 
for the current and prior quarters as well as the first-time test takers with the percentage 
of those who passed. 

These totals are included in Attachment A-Exam School Report 3rd Quarter FY 2025-
2026. 

Endorsed/Out-of-State Applicants 
2nd QTR FY 2025/2026 3rd QTR FY 2025/2026 

Total Pass 
% 

TOTAL 
1st Time 

Pass % 
1st Time 

Total Pass 
% 

TOTAL 
1st Time 

Pass % 
1st Time 

LMFT 
Law & 
Ethics 14 100% 13 100% 21 90% 18 89% 

Clinical 2 100% 2 100% 2 50% 2 50% 
LCSW 

Law & 
Ethics 131 96% 116 95% 160 91% 143 92% 

ASWB 1 100% 1 100% 3 67% 2 100% 
LPCC 

Law & 
Ethics 106 88% 76 87% 111 91% 93 94% 

NCMHCE 5 60% 5 60% 6 67% 4 100% 
TOTALS 

Total 259 303 

Office of Professional Examination Services (OPES) 
During the first quarter of FY 2025-26, there was an atypical and temporary dip in the 
LCSW Law and Ethics pass rate. OPES consistently monitors statistical performance of 
the overall examination and individual items on an ongoing basis, and the lower pass 
rate prompted additional analyses. All items included as scoreable items have historical 
statistics, and analyses showed performance during this time were consistent with 
previous administrations. The overall difficulty of the examination and passing score 
were also consistent with the previous exam administrations. While pass rates during 
this quarter demonstrated greater fluctuation than would be expected, the overall pass 
rate did return to and currently remains consistent with what is more typically observed.   

It is important to note that extraneous variables can impact pass rates during a given 
period of time and anomalous situations do occur. OPES monitors exam performance to 
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ensure validity and integrity of the examination is maintained and immediately 
addresses any situations that require attention. 

Examination Development 
Between January 1, 2026, and March 31, 2026, a total of 6 workshops were conducted. 
Three workshops were held in person at OPES, and three were conducted at remote 
locations. 

The workshops covered the following: 
• LCSW Occupational Analysis 
• LEP Exam Construction 
• LEP Item Review 
• LMFT-LE Item Writing 
• LMFT-LE Item Review 
• LPCC Exam Construction 

To broaden the pool of qualified professionals contributing diverse perspectives to the 
exam development process, and to help ensure exam content remains relevant, fair, and 
reflective of actual practice, the Board published an article in its February 2026 Newsletter 
encouraging Subject Matter Expert (SME) participation. That outreach resulted in an 
increase of 12 qualified SMEs to date. The Board continues to receive inquiries, and each 
application is reviewed and processed in accordance with established procedures. 

Association of Social Work Board (ASWB) 
To evaluate whether the ASWB Clinical Examination pass rates present any cause for 
concern, Board staff contacted ASWB directly for data. The 2025 pass rate summary is 
not yet available. ASWB released the 2024 pass/fail summary in August 2025, so the 
Board anticipates receiving the 2025 results around August 2026. The 2024 state-level 
ASWB examination pass rate data is included in Attachment B. 

The Board observed a slight increase in the overall pass rate from the second to the 
third quarter of FY 2025–26. First-time pass rates provide a more reliable indicator, as 
the overall pass rates combine first-time and repeat attempts, which can obscure 
performance trends. 

First-time pass rates offer a more accurate measure of candidate readiness, as they 
directly reflect the effectiveness of initial academic preparation, supervised experience, 
and exam study. 

On March 23, 2026, ASWB began a pilot program to offer the option of online proctored 
exams for select candidates. 

During the trial period, candidates who live 100 miles or more from the nearest Pearson 
VUE test center or have approval for online proctoring as a nonstandard testing 
arrangement due to a medical disability or health condition which makes in-person 
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testing unsafe, may be offered the opportunity to participate in the pilot program. These 
candidates must also meet technical and environmental requirements that help 
safeguard examination security. 

Upon completion of the pilot program, ASWB will confirm whether remote proctoring will 
uphold exam security standards and reduce barriers for candidates with extenuating 
circumstances. 

Pearson Professional Assessments (Pearson) 
Pearson VUE has rebranded and is now known as Pearson Professional Assessments 
(Pearson).  

Last September, Pearson announced plans to allow digital IDs and to eliminate the 
requirement for a signature on IDs. Since then, Pearson has assessed global digital ID 
standards and regulations and has determined that more time is needed to design and 
implement a robust, scalable solution. At this time, Pearson does not expect to make 
any policy changes and will provide an update in late 2026. In the event changes occur 
sooner, Pearson will provide at least 60 days’ notice before any policy changes take 
effect. 

The addition of security scanning (wanding) at candidate check-in started rolling out at 
all Pearson Professional Centers (PPC) on April 20, 2026. Pearson estimates having all 
Americas sites fully launched by the end of May 2026, and the remaining PPC network 
completed by the end of December 2026. Once implemented, there will be a zero-
tolerance policy regarding the possession and/or use of unauthorized electronic devices 
in the testing area.   

The policy mandates that all non-approved electronic devices are strictly forbidden 
inside the testing area. Candidates will be instructed to power off and store all electronic 
devices before checking in with the exam proctor. Candidates who fail to do so will not 
be permitted to take the test and will forfeit their exam fee. There will be a six-month 
transition period for candidates to decline the additional scanning. Post-launch, all 
candidates at PPCs must be scanned during check-in. Those with medical or religious 
reasons may seek a waiver from Pearson using the established accommodation 
process. The estimated transition period is scheduled to be completed in October 2026. 
This additional scanning policy will be incorporated into the updated exam candidate 
handbook. 

The exam candidate handbook revisions have been submitted to Pearson. Once the 
updates are finalized, the handbook will be posted for candidate review. The revisions 
include clarifying the distinction between the exam time and the allotted time shown on 
the scheduling confirmation. The exam time reflects the actual exam time, while the 
allotted time represents the total seat time, which includes the NDA review, instructions, 
and the end-of-exam survey. Additional edits clarify the difference between the exam 
eligibility end date and the accommodation end date. This clarification is essential, as 
applicants for licensure must test within one year of initial exam approval or within one 
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year of a failed attempt, in accordance with California Code of Regulations Section 
1806. 

To support the Board’s future statistical reporting on both ESL and non-ESL 
accommodations, Pearson has introduced a new ESL accommodation code. This code 
was implemented on April 15, 2026, and Board staff began using it immediately. 

Examination and Cashiering Unit Emails 

Examination 
and 
Cashiering 
Unit Emails 
Received 

3rd Quarter 
FY 24/25 

3rd Quarter 
FY 25/26 

Percentage 
Difference 

Exams 3,396 3,348 -1.41% 
SMEs 249 142 -42.97% 

Accommodations N/A 230 N/A 
Cashiering 4,124 4,216 2.23% 

Total 7,769 7,936 2.15% 

The rise in SME emails last fiscal year was primarily due to the renewal cycle for 
several SME contracts. Since SME agreements remain valid for three years once 
executed, the Board encountered an unusually large number of contracts expiring at the 
same time during the 3rd quarter of FY 2024-25. This resulted in increased 
communication with the subject matter experts. 

Attachments 
Attachment A: Exam School Report 3rd Quarter FY 2025-2026 
Attachment B: 2024 ASWB Examination pass rates 
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Total Examinations Pass Percent Pass Percent 

Alabama 418 210 50.2% 151 64.5% 
Alaska 81 55 67.9% 46 82.1% 
Arizona 339 253 74.6% 217 82.2% 
Arkansas 284 153 53.9% 115 72.3% 
California 4,719 2,498 52.9% 2,008 73.6% 
Colorado 626 419 66.9% 335 83.5% 
Connecticut 831 461 55.5% 370 70.5% 
Deleware 116 47 40.5% 36 62.1% 
District of Columbia 248 145 58.5% 110 71.9% 
Florida 2,192 820 37.4% 504 58.5% 
Georgia 654 330 50.5% 231 67.2% 
Hawaii 156 78 50.0% 63 71.6% 
Idaho 235 162 68.9% 129 78.2% 
Illinois 1,802 1,044 57.9% 911 65.7% 
Indiana 648 468 72.2% 395 78.8% 
Iowa 207 153 73.9% 136 83.4% 
Kansas 242 179 74.0% 162 85.3% 
Kentucky 549 344 62.7% 274 74.7% 
Louisiana 451 222 49.2% 165 70.2% 
Maine 269 202 75.1% 180 85.3% 
Maryland 1,171 719 61.4% 583 76.9% 
Massachusetts 1,195 862 72.1% 733 82.4% 
Michigan 2,078 934 44.9% 646 70.1% 
Minnesota 662 497 75.1% 437 81.8% 
Mississippi 163 66 40.5% 43 58.1% 
Missouri 496 378 76.2% 331 84.4% 
Montana 177 132 74.6% 115 73.9% 
Nebraska 176 102 58.0% 80 72.7% 
Nevada 295 188 63.7% 150 73.9% 
New Hampshire 117 83 70.9% 63 80.8% 
New Jersey 909 583 64.1% 460 76.3% 
New Mexico 316 182 57.6% 141 70.1% 
New York 3,261 2,046 62.7% 1,676 77.7% 
North Carolina 1,497 756 50.5% 591 68.6% 
North Dakota 62 46 74.2% 40 87.0% 
Ohio 1,151 715 62.1% 563 74.6% 
Oklahoma 331 187 56.5% 131 71.2% 
Oregon 508 363 71.5% 332 84.7% 
Pennsylvania 933 675 72.3% 572 83.0% 

First Time All Test Takers 

2024 ASWB Examination Totals by State, Province, and Territory 

Attachment B 
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Total Examinations Pass Percent Pass Percent 

Rhode Island 160 107 66.9% 91 73.4% 
South Carolina 270 162 60.0% 128 77.1% 
South Dakota 64 52 81.2% 44 88.0% 
Tennessee 374 245 65.5% 203 84.2% 
Texas 2,140 1,358 63.5% 1,081 74.2% 
Utah 460 378 82.2% 349 88.6% 
Vermont 92 75 81.5% 70 94.6% 
Virginia 990 521 52.6% 401 72.3% 
Washington 1,043 733 70.3% 668 81.8% 
West Virginia 102 65 63.7% 51 69.9% 
Wisconsin 401 289 72.1% 246 81.5% 
Wyoming 58 35 60.3% 32 76.2% 

Alberta 62 47 75.8% 41 83.7% 
Brittish Columbia 18 14 77.8% 13 86.7% 
Guam 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Manitoba 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
New Brunswick 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Newfoundland and Labrador 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
New Mariana Islands 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Northern Mariana Islands 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Nova Scotia 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Prince Edward Island 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Quebec 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Saskatchewan 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Virgin Islands 2 1 50.0% 1 50.0% 

Totals: 36,801 21,839 59.3% 17,644 47.9% 

All Test Takers First Time 

2024 ASWB Examination Totals by State, Province, and Territory 
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