
 

                 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

 
   

   

     
   

   
   

   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
         

         
 

 
         

         
 

 
         

         
 

         
 

   

1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

(916) 574-7830 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

Gavin Newsom, Governor, State of California | Business and Consumer Services Agency | Department of Consumer Affairs 

MEMORANDUM 
DATE October 27, 2026 
TO Board Members 
FROM Steve Sodergren 
SUBJECT Examinations Report 

Examination Pass Rates 
The table below reflects the examination totals of all exams for the current and prior 
quarters as well as the first-time test takers with the percentage of those who passed. 

A total of 8,085 exams were administered in the 1st quarter of FY 2026/2027.  This 
represents an approximate 19.92% increase in exam administrations from the 4th 
quarter of FY 2025/2026.  For a detailed view of the school pass rate, please see 
Attachment A-Exam School Report 1st Quarter FY 2026-2027. 

4th QTR FY 2025/2026 1ST QTR FY 2026/2027 
Total Pass 

% 
TOTAL 

1st Time 
Pass % 
1st Time 

Total Pass 
% 

TOTAL 
1st Time 

Pass % 
1st Time 

LMFT 
Law & 
Ethics 1,370 78% 1,038 84% 1,708 71% 1,319 76% 

Clinical 1,123 72% 840 85% 1,487 77% 1,089 88% 
LCSW 

Law & 
Ethics 1,775 77% 1,347 82% 1,970 63% 1,391 66% 

ASWB 1,378 57% 845 73% 1,644 58% 882 74% 
LPCC 

Law & 
Ethics 736 80% 533 83% 858 78% 683 82% 

NCMHCE 291 67% 196 79% 339 71% 238 81% 
LEP 

LEP 69 72% 45 82% 79 52% 63 56% 
TOTALS 

Total 6,742 8,085 
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All Examination Candidates 

The table below reflects the examination totals of the endorsed/out-of-state applicants 
for the current and prior quarters as well as the first-time test takers with the percentage 
of those who passed. 

These totals are included in Attachment A-Exam School Report 1st Quarter FY 2026-
2027. 

Endorsed/Out-of-State Applicants 
4th QTR FY 2025/2026 1ST QTR FY 2026/2027 

Total Pass 
% 

TOTAL 
1st Time 

Pass % 
1st Time 

Total Pass 
% 

TOTAL 
1st Time 

Pass % 
1st Time 

LMFT 
Law & 
Ethics 18 75% 17 100% 14 86% 14 86% 

Clinical 3 67% 2 100% 5 80% 4 100% 
LCSW 

Law & 
Ethics 151 95% 139 95% 133 82% 120 82% 

ASWB 1 100% 1 100% 1 0% 1 0% 
LPCC 

Law & 
Ethics 109 85% 94 88% 117 93% 102 94% 

NCMHCE 8 75% 6 67% 4 100% 2 100% 
TOTALS 

Total 290 274 

Exam Workshops – Subject Matter Experts 

Between July 1, 2026 and September 30, 2026, a total of 11 workshops were 
conducted.  Six workshops were held in person at OPES and five were conducted at 
remote locations. 

The workshops covered the following: 
• LCSW Item Writing 
• LCSW Item Review 
• LCSW Occupational Analysis 
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• LCSW Exam Construction 
• LEP Item Writing 
• LEP Item Review 
• LEP Exam Construction 
• LMFT Clinical Exam Construction 
• LMFT Law & Ethics Exam Construction 
• LPCC Item Writing 
• LPCC item Review 

Pearson Professional Assessments (Pearson) 

Palm vein scanning is used as a security measure during test check-ins and breaks to 
verify candidate identity.  The Board has worked with Pearson to provide examination 
candidates for the LCSW, LMFT, and LPCC law and ethics examinations, LEP written 
examinations, and LMFT clinical examinations to opt out of the palm vein scanning. 
Separate security measures for identification will be used for these candidates during 
check-ins and breaks. 

Section 139 Report 

BPC § 139 requires DCA programs to submit information about their licensure 
examinations each fiscal year. This data is published in DCA’s Annual Report to 
the Legislature.  Exam staff completed this report and forwarded to OPES for 
fiscal year 2025/2026. 

Examiniation and Cashiering Unit Emails Received 

Emails 
Received 

1st Quarter 
2025/26 

1st Quarter 
2026/27 

Percentage
Difference 

Exams 3,388 3,630 7.14% 
SMEs 126 540 328.57% 
Accommodations 219 243 10.96% 
Cashiering 5,119 5,147 .55% 
Total 8,852 9,560 7.99% 

The increase in SME-related emails during the first quarter of FY 2026/27 can be 
attributed to the Board’s recruitment effort to onboard new Subject Matter Experts. 

Attachments 

Attachment A: Exam School Report 1st Quarter FY 2026-2027 
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Exams 

Exam Description TAKING 

EXAM 

LCSW Clinical Exam 

(ASWB) 

LCSW Law and Ethics 133 

LMFT Clinical Exam 5 

LMFT Law and Ethics 14 

LPCC Law and Ethics 117 

NCMHCE Exam 4 

Board of Behavioral Sciences 

EXAM RESULTS BY SCHOOL 

EXAM DATES: Jul 1, 2026 THROUGH Sep 30, 2026 

Endorsed/Out-Of-State Applicants 

Applicants 

PASSED PASSED FAILED FAILED FIRST FIRST 

PERCENT PERCENT TAKING PASSED 

EXAM 

0 0% 100% 0 

109 82% 24 18% 120 98 

4 80% 20% 4 4 

12 86% 2 14% 14 12 

109 93% 8 7% 102 96 

4 100% 0 0% 2 2 

First Timers 

FIRST PASSED FIRST FIRST FAILED 

PERCENT FAILED PERCENT 

0% 100% 

82% 22 18% 

100% 0 0% 

86% 2 14% 

94% 6 6% 

100% 0 0% 
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