
  

 

  
 

 
    

 
   
  
 

    
  

   
   

 
 
      

 
  

 
    

      
         

 
 

   
        

    
  

 
   

       
         

        
      

 
   

      
      

 
     

      
 

 
  

      
       

  

I. 

II. Introductions* 

III. 

Day Rule 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

and 4999.100 

VIII. 

Agenda amended 10/5/17 

AMENDED 

POLICY AND ADVOCACY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE 

October 20, 2017 
8:30 a.m. 

Department of Consumer Affairs 
Hearing Room 

1625 North Market Blvd., #S-102 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

Call to Order and Establishment of Quorum 

Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Business and Professions 
Code Section 4980.43(h) (granting of qualifying master’s degree program 
or doctoral degree) and 4999.96 (d) (granting of qualifying degree), 90-

Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Proposed Amendments to 
Assembly Bill 93 (Medina) – Healing Arts: Marriage and Family 
Therapists, Clinical Social Workers, Professional Clinical Counselors: 
Required Experience and Supervision 

Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Proposed Technical and Non-
Substantive Amendments to Business and Professions Code Sections 27, 
337, 728, 865, 2290.5, 4999.30, 4999.14, 4999.22, 4999.48, 4999.100, 
4980.78, 4980.79, 4999.62, 4999.63, 4992, 4996.17, 4999.60, 4980.37, 
4980.39, 4980.41, 4999.32, and Family Code Section 6924 

Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Education Requirements to 
Obtain a Subsequent Registration Number, Business and Professions 
Code Sections 4984.01, 4996.28, 4999.45, and 4999.100 

Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Renewal of an Expired 
Registration Business and Professions Code Sections 4984.01, 4996.28, 

Discussion and Possible Recommendation Regarding Proposed 
Rulemaking to Add California Code of Regulations, Title 16, Section 
1805.06 – Rescoring of Examinations Taken Via Paper and Pencil; and to 
Delete Section 1816.3 – Examination Rescoring Fees 
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IX. Discussion and Possible Recommendation Regarding Proposed Rulemaking to Amend 
California Code of Regulations, Title 16, Section 1806 – Abandonment of Application 

X. Discussion and Possible Recommendation Regarding Proposed Rulemaking to Amend 
California Code of Regulations, Title 16, Section 1856 – Experience Equivalent to Three 
(3) Years Full-Time Experience as Credentialed School Psychologist 

XI. Discussion and Possible Recommendation on Proposed Rulemaking to Amend Title 16, 
CCR Section 1816.1 - Add Fee for Subsequent Professional Clinical Counselor Intern 
Registrations 

XII. Status on Board-Sponsored Legislation, Board-Supported Legislation, and Board-
Monitored Legislation 

a. Assembly Bill 93 (Medina) - Healing Arts: Marriage and Family Therapists, Clinical 
Social Workers, Professional Clinical Counselors: Required Experience and 
Supervision 

b. Senate Bill 800 - Proposed Technical and Non-Substantive Amendments to 
Business and Professions Code Sections 801, 801.1, 802, 4980.09, 4999.12.5, 
4980.44, 4984.7, 4999.32, 4999.42, 4999.53, 4999.62, 4999.63, 4999.120, 4984.4, 
4984.7, 4996.3, 4996.6, 4999.32, 4999.33, 4999.60, 4999.61, 4984.9, 4992.8, 
4989.46, 4999.18, 4980.72, 4996.17, 4999.53; Evidence Code Section 1010(f)(o); 
and Penal Code Section 11165.7(a)(25) and (a)(40) 

c. Assembly Bill 191 (Wood) - Mental Health: Involuntary Treatment 

d. Assembly Bill 456 (Thurman) – Healing Arts: Associate Clinical Social Workers 

e. Assembly Bill 508 (Santiago) – Health Care Practitioners: Student Loans 

f. Assembly Bill 1116 (Grayson) – Peer Support and Crisis Referral Services Act 

g. Assembly Bill 1188 (Nazarian) – Health Professions Development: Loan Repayment 

h. Assembly Bill 1372 (Levine) – Health Professions Development: Loan Repayment 

i. Assembly Bill 1591 (Berman) – Medi-Cal: Federally Qualified Health Centers and 
Rural Health Center: Licensed Professional Clinical Counselors 

j. Senate Bill 27 (Morrell) – Professions and Vocations: Licensees: Military Service 

k. Senate Bill 355 (Lara) – Privacy: Agencies: Personal Information 

l. Senate Bill 374 (Newman) – Health Insurance: Discriminatory Practices: Mental 
Health 

m. Assembly Bill 89 (Levine) – Psychologists: Suicide Prevention Training 

n. Assembly Bill 700 (Jones-Sawyer) – Public Health: Alcoholism or Drug Abuse 
Recovery: Substance Use Disorder Counseling 

o. Assembly Bill 767 (Quirk-Silva) – Master Business License Act 

p. Senate Bill 715 (Newman) – Department of Consumer Affairs: Regulatory Boards: 
Removal of Board Members 

q. Senate Bill 762 (Hernandez) – Healing Arts License: License Activation Fee Waiver 
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XIII. Status of Board Rulemaking Proposals 

a. Enforcement: Amend Title 16, California Code of Regulations Sections 1823, 1845, 
1858, 1881, 1886.40, 1888 and Uniform Standards Related to Substance Abuse and 
Disciplinary Guidelines 

b. Application Processing Times and Registrant Advertising: Amend Title 16. California 
Code of Regulations, Sections 1805.1 and 1811 

c. Contact Information; Application Requirements; Incapacitated Supervisors: Amend 
Title 16. California Code of Regulations, Sections 1804, 1805 and 1820.7; Add 
Section 1815.8 

XIV. Suggestions for Future Agenda Items 

XV. Public Comment for Items not on the Agenda 

XVI. Adjournment 

*Introductions are voluntary for members of the public. 

Public Comment on items of discussion will be taken during each item. Time limitations will be determined 
by the Chairperson. Times and order of items are approximate and subject to change. Action may be 
taken on any item listed on the Agenda. 

This agenda as well as Board meeting minutes can be found on the Board of Behavioral Sciences website 
at www.bbs.ca.gov. 

NOTICE: The meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities. A person who needs a disability-related 
accommodation or modification in order to participate in the meeting may make a request by contacting 
Christina Kitamura at (916) 574-7835 or send a written request to Board of Behavioral Sciences, 1625 N. 
Market Blvd., Suite S-200, Sacramento, CA 95834. Providing your request at least five (5) business days 
before the meeting will help ensure availability of the requested accommodation. 
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1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 574-7830, (916) 574-8625 Fax 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

To: Committee Members Date: October 3, 2017 

From: Rosanne Helms 
Legislative Analyst 

Telephone: (916) 574-7897 

Subject: Discussion of the 90-Day Rule 

Under current law, an applicant for registration as an associate marriage and family therapy 
(AMFT) or associate professional clinical counselor (APCC) may count supervised experience 
hours gained in between his or her degree award date and the date the Board issues the intern 
registration, if he or she applies for registration within 90 days of the date the qualifying degree 
was granted (Business and Professions Code (BPC) §§ 4980.43(g), 4999.46(d)). This allowance 
in the law is commonly referred to as “the 90-day rule.” 

There is no 90-day rule for applicants for associate social worker (ASW) registration. They may 
not gain supervised experience hours until registered as an ASW (BPC § 4996.23(f)). However, 
AB 456 (Thurmond), proposed this year but now a 2-year bill, would have granted the 90-day rule 
to ASW applicants. When discussing AB 456 at its May 2017 meeting, the Board noted it had 
some concerns about the 90-day rule, but supported the concept of parity for applicants across its 
license types. 

Background 

The 90-day rule has been included in LMFT licensing law for many years. Research by Board 
staff indicates that this law has been in effect since at least 1984. When the LPCC licensure act 
was created, it was modeled after LMFT law and included the 90-day rule. 

Historically, the purpose of the rule has been to assist recent graduates in obtaining some of their 
supervised experience hours during the time they are waiting for their registration number. 
Currently, the Board strives to keep its registration processing times to under 30 days. However, 
in the past due to high seasonal application volumes, budget constraints, or furloughs, processing 
times were higher. In addition, before fingerprint processing was done electronically, there could 
be up to a 3-month wait for the FBI and the Department of Justice to perform their required 
background checks. (With electronic fingerprints today, that wait time has been reduced to 
approximately 3 to 7 days.) 
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Application of the 90 Day Rule 

The 90-day rule works as follows: 

• Post-degree hours of experience gained under the 90-day rule are ONLY applied 
retroactively toward licensure if the BBS ultimately grants the applicant a BBS number. An 
applicant whose application is denied is not permitted to count any post-degree hours 
towards licensure. An applicant may not say he or she is registered with the Board until a 
registration number is issued. 

• The 90-day rule does not affect the ability of agencies to hire interns in an exempt setting, 
because a license or registration is not required to work in an exempt setting. Exempt 
settings maintain their own independent protocols regarding interviews and background 
checks for applicants. Most individuals who utilize the 90-day rule to retroactively count 
hours toward licensure have been working for weeks, months, or even years at their 
current exempt agency, often during practicum placements prior to graduation. During the 
work of the Supervision Committee, Board staff conducted a survey of supervisees 
(interns/registrants) in an effort become better informed about the supervision experience. 
One key take-away from that survey is that out of the approximately 400 supervisees who 
responded, most of the respondents gained their hours in a public, non-profit agency or 
government agency (exempt settings). Again, the law does not require a license or 
registration to work in these settings. 

• All applicants for a registration are prohibited from working in a private practice until they 
have been granted an intern registration number by the Board. 

Previous Concerns Regarding the 90-Day Rule 

In 2012, the Board pursued legislation to eliminate the 90-day rule for LMFT and LPCC 
applicants. This was due to concerns that the 90-day rule could potentially be used to practice 
unlicensed and outside the Board’s jurisdiction while temporarily bypassing the Board’s 
enforcement process. 

Ultimately, the Board was unable to find an author for the proposal to eliminate the 90-day rule, 
due to stakeholder opposition and a lack of specific cases where such a situation compromised 
consumer protection. 

Current Issue 

While reviewing AB 93, the Board’s supervision bill, the Legislature raised a public protection 
concern about the 90-day rule, which is contained in two of the code sections AB 93 is amending. 
Specifically, the concern is that the 90-day rule allows unregistered individuals to provide mental 
health services without a fingerprint clearance. 

Data from Other States 

Staff contacted several other states to see if any had components of their law like the 90-day rule. 
Although states’ licensing processes do have some variations, no component like the 90-day rule 
was found. Attachment A shows findings from some other states. 

6



 

   
 

    
             

          
        

             
            

         
 

         
           

           
               

   
 

       
           

              
  

 
 

 
            

       
            

 
          

           
 

          
            

    
 

            
            

        
           

            
              

         
   

 
          

       
         

  
 

         
          

             

Other DCA Boards 

Psychology Board: Supervised professional experience can be gained both pre-and post-
doctorate. Registration with the board (and fingerprinting with the board) is not required if the 
hours being accrued is in a pre-doctoral internship accredited by certain specified institutions 
such as the American Psychological Association, an exempt setting (an academic institution, 
public school, or government agency), or via a Department of Mental Health waiver. However, if 
hours are accrued in another setting, registration with the board is required, and this triggers the 
fingerprint requirement. Attachment B outlines the Psychology Board’s pathways to licensure. 

Occupational Therapy Board: This board does not have post-degree experience requirements. 
Experience is gained while in the degree program under the supervision of the school. The board 
does have a limited permit that allows recent graduates to work under supervision while waiting to 
take the national exam. Fingerprints are required for a limited permit. The permit cancels if the 
exam is failed. 

Acupuncture Board: This board does not have a registration category for pre-licensed 
individuals; it only issues licenses. Schools run clinics where students gain experience. The 
board does not require persons in school to get printed, but they can submit for quicker 
processing. 

Possible Solutions 

1. Eliminate the 90-day Rule Entirely: With this option, a phase-out date would be needed 
in current law, so that those planning to count hours already gained while the 90-day rule 
was in the law would not be adversely affected. (Hours are good for six years.) 

2. Allow the Counting of Non-Clinical Hours Only: With this option, only non-clinical hours 
would count under the 90-day rule. A phase-out date for clinical hours would be needed. 

3. Allow the 90-Day Rule if Supervisor Certifies the Applicant was Fingerprinted: With 
this option, the 90-day rule would only apply if the employer certified that they had run a 
fingerprint background check on the applicant. 

4. Narrow the Window that the 90-Day Rule Applies: Currently, if an applicant applies 
within the 90-day rule, he or she has up to a year to remediate any deficiencies and submit 
the final information before the application is abandoned. (Most applicants do not take this 
long to remediate.) During that time, hours count because the 90-day rule was followed. 
One suggestion is to only allow hours to be gained under the 90-day rule for a limited 
period, for example, 30 or 60 days. However, this solution likely does not address the 
Legislature’s concerns, because the individual is still counting hours while possibly not 
having a fingerprint clearance. 

5. Register Trainees: Under this option, the Board would register and oversee all trainees 
while in their master’s degree program. In this situation, the Board would have disciplinary 
authority over trainees, and it would eliminate part of the waiting period between 
graduation and registration. 

The Board previously registered marriage and family therapist trainees for approximately 
3-4 years in the early 1990’s. However, the trainee registration was repealed via 
legislation as of January 1, 1994, due to several concerns. Attachment C shows the 
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Senate Committee on Business and Professions’ July 1993 analysis of AB 1885, which 
was the bill that eliminated trainee registrations. This document outlines the key concerns 
at the time. These concerns, and current staff concerns, include the following: 

• Public confusion over the trainee’s role and experience. 
• Inability of the Board to ensure that a trainee stays in school once registered. 
• Unclear consequences of failing to register as a trainee or renew that registration 

(would practicum, which may not be remediated post-degree, not count?) 
• Significant additional resources would be needed to implement this new 

registration type, including new staff and Breeze programming costs. 

Attachments 

Attachment A: Licensure Process in other States for Marriage and Family Therapy Applicants 

Attachment B: California Board of Psychology Pathways to Licensure Flowchart 

Attachment C: Senate Committee on Business and Professions Bill Analysis for AB 1885 (July 
12, 1993) (This bill removed trainee registrations) 
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Attachment A 
Licensure Process in Other States for Marriage and Family Therapy Applicants 

State Are Applicants Allowed to Gain Hours Toward Licensure Before an Intern/Associate Registration is Issued? 

Arizona 

Florida 

Massachusetts 

Minnesota 

Nevada 

New York 

Oregon 

Texas 

Washington 

Has a temporary license category for graduates who have not yet taken the exams. 

No - must have an intern registration to gain hours. 

No - do not have a registration category to gain hours. Must get permission to take exam, can accrue experience while in exam process. 

Applicants do not need a registration to gain hours. Need to have applied to take national exam within six months of beginning to gain hours. 

No - must be intern to gain hours. 

No - must be under a limited permit to gain hours unless enrolled in a COAMFTE school or graduated and working in an exempt setting. 

No - must be registered to gain hours 

Must be registered to gain hours, but allows some pre-degree practicum hours. 

No - must be registered as an associate to gain hours. 

Arizona - Must be a licensed associate to gain hours, and associates may not work in private practice. They do have a temporary license for those who have 
not yet taken the exams (or if they are coming as licensees from another state). There is no limit on number of years someone can be 
a licensed associate. The state does not register pre-degree trainees. 

Florida - Must have an intern registration to gain hours. The intern registration is good for 5 years, and then it may not be renewed unless the applicant passes the Theory & Practice Exam for licensure. 
The state does not register anyone still in school. The state does not fignerprint applicants for licensure or intern registration. 

Massachusetts - They do not have a registration to gain hours. The board does not fingerprint its licensees or applicants. Applicants must send in degree coursework to the board to get permission to take the 
exam, and they can accrue experience while in exam process. No age limit on required experience, but must re-do criminal history question after 5 years. The board 
does not register individuals still in school or allow experience to be gained while still in school. 

Minnesota - Applicants do not need to register with the board in order to gain hours. After graduation, they can start gaining post-degree supervised experience under an approved supervisor. Must apply to 
take the national exam within six months of beginning to gain hours. The board does not allow counting of pre-degree hours. As of October 1, 2017, the board is going to 
begin to require fingerprints for first-time applicants and for individuals with expired licenses wanting an active license. 

Nevada - Must be intern to gain hours; no grace period. They do not register trainees or anyone still in school. An intern registration is good for 3 years. 
They may renew the intern one time for another 3 years (total of 6 years). After that must submit a completely new application. 

New York - There are two ways to gain hours. If attending a COAMFTE program, can gain some hours as part of that program. Otherwise, need to graduate and obtain a limited permit from the state to 
gain hours. The only exception is a limited permit is not needed to gain hours if working in an exempt facility. There is no grace period to gain hours while waiting for a limited 
permit. The state does not fingerprint its applicants or licensees. 

Oregon - Must be registered to gain hours. They do not register trainees - only post degree individuals. Registrations are good for 5 years. After 5 years, 
they can re-apply for a new number. No special requirements then, just check supervisor info. They can work in a private practice with a subsequent 
registration number. No limit on number of subsequent registration numbers; however, if you are gone for two many years, then you will need to meet current education 
requirements. The state keeps records for 5 years, so if you are gone for 5 years, your records are gone and then you must meet current requirements. 

Texas - must be a registered associate to gain hours (except a limited amount of practicum hours). Associates must have passed required exams. 
A registration is valid 2 years, and can be renewed bienially for up to 6 years. After that, if hours not gained, must wait at least 2 years to reapply. Exams may be taken 
while still a student with proof the applicant is in his/her graduate internship and in good standing in the program. 

Washington - must be registered as an associate to gain hours. No exception or grace period. They do not register trainees or anyone who has not graduated with transcripts. 
Associate registration can only be renewed 6 times. Almost everyone gets it within that time, so its not really an issue. If they don't, they would register as a similar 
license type (i.e. they have a mental health counselor license, other very similar licenses ) and gain the hours under that registration, then likely qualify for both later. 
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PATHWAYS TO LICENSURE FLOWCHART 
PRE-DOCTORAL SUPERVISED 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE (SPE): 
(1387(a)(1)(A)-(D) of Title 16, California Code of Regulations (CCR)) 
Maximum 1,500 Hours 
(within 30 consecutive months) 

No Registration 
With the Board 

Registration 
With the Board 

Pre-Doctoral Internship (2911 BPC*) Accredited by the American Psychological Assn., Association 
of Psychology Postdoctoral and Internship Centers, or the CA Psychology Internship Council 

Exempt Setting 
(2910 BPC) Academic Institution, Public School, Governmental Agency 

Department of Mental Health Waiver 
(5751.2 Welfare and Institution Code (WIC)) Issued by the county and not to exceed 5 years 

Registered Psychological Assistant 
(2913 BPC) Issued by the Board and not to exceed 72 consecutive months 

POST-DOCTORAL SPE: 
(1387(a)(2)(A)-(E) CCR) 
Minimum 1,500 Hours 
(within 30 consecutive months) 

Formal Post-Doctoral Internship (2911 BPC) Accredited by American Psychological Assn., 
Association of Psychology Postdoctoral and Internship Centers, or the CA Psychology Internship Council 

No Registration 
With the Board 

Exempt Setting 
(2910 BPC) Academic Institution, Public School, Governmental Agency 

Department of Mental Health Waiver 
(5751.2 Welfare and Institution Code (WIC)) Issued by the county and not to exceed 5 years 

Registration 
With the Board Registered Psychological Assistant 

(2913 BPC) Issued by the Board and not to exceed 72 consecutive months 

Registered Psychologist 
(2909.5 BPC) Issued by the Board, non-renewable and not to exceed 30 consecutive months 

11 *BPC = Business and Professions Code 

ATTACHMENT B 
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  BILL ANALYSIS 

http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/93-94/bill/asm/ab_1851-1900/ab_1885_cfa_93... 
ATTACHMENT C 

9/5/2017, 12:52 PM 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON  BILL NO.:  AB 1885 
BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS  AUTHOR:  V. Brown 
Senator Daniel Boatwright, Chairman       As Amended:  7/7/93 

HEARING DATE:  July 12, 1993    FISCAL:  Yes 

SUBJECT:  Board of Behavioral Science Examiners:  Marriage, 
family, and child counselors (MFCCs); licensure. 

DIGEST: 

Existing law provides for the licensing and regulation of 
approxi-mately 23,200 licensed MFCCs, and the registration of 
approximately 1,560 MFCC trainees and 13,590 MFCC interns by the 
Board of Behavioral Science Examiners (BBSE) of the Department of 
Consumer Affairs. 

Existing law requires applicants for licensure to complete 3,000 
šhours of supervised experience as a registered trainee and/or 
šintern, including 1,500 hours supervised experience prior to 
šcompletion of the specified graduate degree program.  The law 
šprovides that a trainee or intern must have at least one hour of 
šdirect supervision for each week of experience claimed. 

Existing law provides that an applicant for MFCC license must 
špossess a master's or doctorate degree with specified instruc- 
štional units from an academic institution accredited by the 
šWestern Association of Schools and Colleges, the Northwest 
šAssociation of Secondary and Higher Schools, or their equivalent, 
šas determined by the Board of Behavioral Science Examiners (BBSE) 
šor approved by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Existing law also exempts from MFCC licensure certain 
šindividuals, including priests and licensed attorneys, and 
šindividuals employed to provide certain services by a govern-
šmental entity, school, college, university or nonprofit and 
šcharitable corporation. 

Existing law also provides that an MFCC intern is an unlicensed 
šperson with a master's or doctorate degree in marriage, family 
šand child counseling or specified related field and provides that 
šan MFCC trainee is one who is enrolled in a master's or doctorate 
šdegree program in marriage, family and child counseling or 
šspecified related field. 

Existing law requires MFCC interns and trainees to register with 
šthe BBSE prior to providing counseling services.  A registered 
šintern or trainee is authorized to gain the required practical 
šexperience in a private practice setting or as an employee of a 
šgovernmental or school entity or nonprofit and charitable 
šcorporation. 

  AB 1885
  Page 2 

Existing law requires the supervisor of an intern or trainee to 
šhave been licensed for at least 2 years and hold a current 
šlicense not under suspension or probation.  The BBSE is 
šauthorized to impose additional requirements by regulation. 

Existing law also requires an applicant for MFCC licensure to 
šcomplete training in the law and ethics relevant to marriage, 
šfamily and child counseling. 

This bill would repeal the requirement that trainees register 
šwith the BBSE and the requirement that trainees and interns 
šnotify the BBSE of employment or termination of employment. 

This bill also would specify that an MFCC trainee must be 
šcurrently enrolled in a designated graduate degree program and 
šhave completed at least 12 semester or 18 quarter units of course 
šwork. 

This bill would repeal the requirement that an MFCC trainee 
šregister with the board and instead provides that the trainee: 

1. Must complete a minimum of 150 hours, but not more than 750 
šhours, of counseling and direct supervised client contact prior 
što the granting of the necessary graduate degree to become an 
šMFCC intern. 

2. Perform the supervised counseling at a site approved by the 
trainee's school and under a written agreement between the 
šschool and site.  The written agreement must include details 
šfor the supervision of the trainee and regular evaluation 
šreports of the trainee's performance. 

3. Is limited to field work at an exempt setting upon 
approval by the school. 

4. Expands unprofessional conduct to include the violation of 
šany laws or regulations governing the supervision of trainees and 
šinterns. 

5. Deletes an incorrect reference to the Superintendent of 
šPublic Instruction and substitutes the Council for Private 
šPostsecondary and Vocational Education. 

6. Clarifies that the law and ethics training for MFCCs should 
šbe part of the qualifying degree program for interns, not a 
šseparate requirement for licensure application. 

This bill would clarify that a qualifying supervisor shall not 
šinclude an individual who has provided therapeutic services to 
šthe registrant. 

  AB 1885
  Page 3 

This bill would allow individuals who possessed a degree which 
šwould have qualified them for intern registration prior to 
December 31, 1987, but failed to apply or qualify for that 
šregistration, to obtain such additional education as is necessary 
što meet current educational requirements and to register as an 
šintern, so long as the additional education is reviewed and 
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http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/93-94/bill/asm/ab_1851-1900/ab_1885_cfa_93... 

9/5/2017, 12:52 PM 

šapproved by a WASC-accredited institution. 

This bill would add as unprofessional conduct by licensees 
šemploying, directly or indirectly, any unlicensed or unregistered 
šperson to engage in conduct for which a license is required. 

This bill would increase the amount of direct supervisor contact 
šwith registrants to include an additional average of 1 hour of 
šsupervisor contact for every 5 hours of experience hours for 
štrainees and an additional average of 1 hour of supervisor 
šcontact for every 10 hours of experience hours for interns, which 
šare obtained in each setting claimed. 

FISCAL EFFECT 

Unknown.  This is a fiscal bill. 

COMMENTS 

1.  This bill is sponsored by the Board of Behavioral Science 
Examiners (BBSE) in order to strengthen the experience and 
šsupervision requirements for those seeking licensure as marriage, 
šfamily and child counselors.  The proposed changes focus on 
štrainees, who have not yet received their required master's or 
šdoctorate degrees for licensure as an MFCC. 

The BBSE believes the bill is needed to ensure adequate 
šsupervision of MFCC trainees and interns and to limit the level 
šof services being provided to clients by these unlicensed 
šindividuals.  The bill reflects recommendations made to the Board 
šat a series of public hearings in the past 2 years.  According to 
šthe BBSE, many trainees are floundering in the absence of clear 
šdirection by academic institutions or their supervisors.  The 
šBBSE states that the current program emphasizes the crediting of 
šhours of field work experience, rather than the quality of the 
špractical experience.  The BBSE believes that this should be 
šchanged. 

2.  Licensees of the BBSE. 

The Board licenses and regulates approximately 22,000 MFCCs who 
šprovide counseling services to individuals, couples or groups 
šthat examine interpersonal relationships for the purpose of 
šachieving more adequate, satisfying and productive marriage and 
šfamily adjustments.  The BBSE has registered some 13,000 MFCC 
š
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interns and 5,000 trainees. 

3.  Trainees required to complete 1 semester. 

This bill requires that an MFCC trainee be currently enrolled in 
šan MFCC program and complete at least 1 semester of relevant 
šcoursework before engaging in direct client counseling.  The BBSE 
šnotes that a trainee presently may provide counseling services 
šimmediately upon registration with the BBSE.  Without the 
šchanges, a graduate student could register as an MFCC trainee and 
šcontinue working indefinitely without attending classes. 

4.  Trainee field work supervision. 

Currently, MFCC trainees must complete specified academic course 
šwork and a minimum of 1,500 hours of supervised practical 
šexperience.  The practical experience must include at least 1 
šhour of direct supervision for each week of experience claimed. 
šA trainee must register with the Board of Behavioral Science 
šExaminers prior to any client counseling. 

This bill requires that any training site be approved by the 
šgraduate school of the student.  This bill also requires that the 
šschool and the site enter into a written agreement detailing such 
šthings as the methods of trainee supervision and the need for 
šregular reports and evaluations of student performance.  The 
šrequirement for school approval and a written agreement would 
šapply to practical counseling experience gained as an employee of 
ša governmental entity, school, college, university or nonprofit 
šand charitable corporation, where counseling services are 
šotherwise outside the Board's jurisdiction. 

The bill also specifies that a trainee have a minimum of 150 
šhours of counseling and direct client contact in the degree 
špractice, but limits to 750 hours the amount of direct counseling 
šand direct supervised contact that may be obtained prior to 
šearning the graduate degree necessary for MFCC licensure. 

The BBSE states that the current program allows up to 1,500 hours 
šof supervised counseling experience prior to completion of the 
šdegree program and does not always produce adequate supervision 
šof trainees.  The Board is concerned that consumers are being 
šmisled by the current pre-license status of trainees and that 
šfalse expectations are created by the system for the trainees. 

5.  Supervisor contact. 

The bill increases the amount of direct supervisor contact 
šrequired for interns and trainees.  The BBSE believes that the 
šcurrent requirement of 1 hour of individual or 2 hours of group 
šsupervisor contact per week of experience claimed, regardless of 
šthe number of experience hours supervised, does not adequately 
š

  AB 1885
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relate the supervisor contact to the amount of experience hours 
šbeing supervised.  The BBSE believes relating the direct 
supervisor contact to a ratio number of experience hours claimed 
šis more appropriate as it provides more adequate monitoring of 
šthe services provided by an unlicensed individual. 

6.  Unprofessional conduct. 

A supervisor of an intern is required to have been licensed in 
šCalifornia for at least 2 years and hold a current license not 
šunder suspension or probation.  This bill would make violation of 
šany law or regulation governing the supervision of trainees and 
šinterns unprofessional conduct by the MFCC supervisor.  The BBSE 
šbelieves this will bolster the level and quality of supervision 
šgiven to MFCC interns and trainees. 

7.  Course authorization. 
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Applicants for MFCC licensure are required to have a master's or 
šdoctorate degree with specified instructional units from an 
šacademic institution accredited by the Western Association of 
šSchools and Colleges, the Northwest Association of Secondary and 
šHigher Schools, or their equivalent, as determined by the Board 
šof Behavioral Science Examiners or approved by the Superintendent 
šof Public Instruction.  This bill substitutes the Council for 
šPrivate Postsecondary and Vocational Education for the Superin- 
štendent of Public Instruction.  The council is a state agency 
šthat licenses and evaluates private postsecondary and vocational 
šeducation schools.  It previously was a part of the state 
šDepartment of Education. 

8.  Post-qualifying degree work. 

This bill would allow an individual who, prior to December 31, 
š1987, met the educational requirements for intern registration, 
šbut failed to register or qualify for that registration, to have 
šthat education reviewed by a WASC-accredited institution which 
šwould certify to the Board the coursework necessary for 
šcompletion to meet current educational requirements.  The 
šindividual would then be able to complete such coursework 
špost-degree and subsequently register and qualify for intern 
šregistration.  The BBSE has identified this method of post-degree 
šcompletion of coursework as appropriate and is based on a model 
šutilized by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing.  This would 
šeliminate the need for these individuals to obtain a completely 
šnew qualifying degree which meets current educational 
šrequirements. 

9.  Related legislation. 

AB 3535 (Speier) of 1992 would have prohibited non-resident or 
šcorrespondence courses in any phase of the MFCC degree program, 
š
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except for clinical experience.  The bill was sponsored by the 
šBoard of Behavioral Science Examiners to also require review of 
accredited schools by the Council for Private Postsecondary and 
šVocational Education, rather than the Superintendent of Public 
šInstruction.  The bill also proposed clarifying that the law and 
šethics training for MFCCs should be part of the qualifying degree 
šprogram for interns, not a separate requirement for licensure 
šapplication.  AB 3535 was held by the Senate Business and 
šProfessions Committee. 

10.  Possible amendments. 

The California Association of Marriage and Family Therapists 
š(CAMFT) has expressed some concern with the current amendments in 
šthis bill relating to the exact wording or phrases used therein. 

The CAMFT has not expressed opposition to this bill. 

Support and Opposition: 

Support:     Board of Behavioral Science Examiners (sponsor)
   California Association for Counselor Education & 

  Supervision 

Opposition:  None received (7/6/93) 

Consultant:  Michael G. Gomez 
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1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 574-7830, (916) 574-8625 Fax 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

To: Committee Members Date: October 3, 2017 

From: Rosanne Helms 
Legislative Analyst 

Telephone: (916) 574-7897 

Subject: Proposed AB 93 Amendments 

Background 

AB 93 (Medina) is sponsored by the Board and represents the work of the Supervision 
Committee. The bill seeks to strengthen the quality of supervision, by focusing on supervisor 
responsibilities, types of supervision that may be provided, and acceptable work settings for 
supervisees. The bill also strives to make the Board’s supervision requirements more consistent 
across its licensed professions. 

The original bill proposal was approved by the Board at its November 2016 meeting. Minor 
technical amendments to the bill were approved at the Board’s March 2017 meeting. 

AB 93 passed through the Assembly. However, it became a 2-year bill in the Senate due to 
consumer protection concerns about the 90-day rule, and requests for other substantive changes 
to the language in the code sections being amended. 

Staff has worked extensively with the Senate Committee on Business, Professions, and 
Economic Development (Senate Committee) to develop amendments that strike a balance of 
preserving the original intent of the bill, while making some clean-up changes that address the 
Senate Committee’s concerns. 

Attachment A shows AB 93 with the Senate Committee’s proposed amendments. Amendments 
differing from language the Board originally approved are shown in italics (for new language) and 
strikeout (for language being deleted). This version is a preliminary draft and is not in print yet. It 
needs the approval of the Board to move forward. 

Recommendation 

Conduct an open discussion of the proposed draft of AB 93 shown in Attachment A. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 93 

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 21, 2017 

CALIFORNIA LBGISLATURE-2017-18 REGULAR SESSION 

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 93 

Introduced by Assembly Member Medina 

January 9, 2017 

An act to amend Sections 728,4980.01,4980.03,4980.35, 4980.397, 
4980.399, 4980.40, 4980.42, 4980,43, 4980.44, 4980.50, 4980.78, 
4980.79, 4982, 4982.15, 4984.01, 4984.7, 4992.05, 4992.09, 4992.3, 
4996.17, 4996.18, 4996.23, 4999.12, 4999.36, 4999.42, 4999.46, 
4999.50, 4999.51, 4999.52, 4999.55, 4999.62, 4999.63, and 4999.90 
of, to amend and renumber Section 4980.45 of, to add Sections 
4980.43.1, 4980.43.2, 4980.43.3, 4980.43.4, 4980.43.6, 4996.20, 
4996.21, 4996.23.1, 4996.23.2, 4996.23.3, 4999.46.1, 4999.46.2, 
4999.46.3, 4999.46.4, and 4999.46.5 to, and to repeal Sections 4996.24, 
4999.34, 4999.44, 4999.45, 4999.455, and 4999.47 of, the Business 
and Professions Code, and to amend Section 124260 of the Health and 
Safety Code, relating to healing arts. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSBL)S DIGEST 

AB 93, as amended, Medina. Healing arts: marriage and family 
therapists: clinical social workers: professional clinical counselors: 
required experience and supervision. 

Existing law provides for the licensure and regulation of marriage 
and family therapists, clinical social workers, and professional clinical 
counselors by the Board of Behavioral Sciences, which is within the 
Department of Consumer Affairs. Existing law requires trainees, interns, 
and applicants for licensure in those professions to comply with specified 
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educational and experience requirements, including, but not limited to, 
hours of supervised experience, and sets forth terms, conditions, and 
limitations for those hours of experience, including required supervision, 
as specified. Existing law also requires individuals seeking licensme 
in those professions to register with the board in order to gain experience 
hours. Under existing law, a violation of any of the requirements of the 
licensing acts for marriage and family therapists, clinical social workers, 
and professional clinical cow1selors is pooishable as a misdemeanor. 

This bill would revise and recast those supervised experience 
requirements, as specified. The bill would place new requirements on 
supervisors of trainees, associates, and applicants for licensure and 
place new requirements on trainees, associates, and applicants for 
licensure who are ooder supervision, as specified. The bill would make 
conforming changes. By placing new requirements on trainees, 
associates, applicants for licensure, and their supervisors, a violation 
of which would be a crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated 
local program. 

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local 
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. 
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement. 

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act 
for a specified reason. 

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. 
State-mandated local program: yes. 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

Page 2 1 SECTION 1. Section 728 of the Business and Professions Code 
2 is amended to read: 
3 728. (a) Any psychotherapist or employer of a psychotherapist 
4 who becomes aware through a patient that the patient had alleged 
5 sexual intercomse or alleged sexual contact with a previous 
6 psychotherapist during the course of a prior treatment shall provide 
7 to the patient a brochure promulgated by the department that 
8 delineates the rights of, and remedies for, patients who have been 
9 involved sexually with their psychotherapists. Further, the 

I 0 psychotherapist or employer shall discuss with the patient the 
11 brochure prepared by the department. 
12 (b) Failure to comply with this section constitutes unprofessional 
13 conduct. 
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14 (c) For the purpose of this section, the following definitions 
15 apply: 

I (I) "Psychotherapist" means a physician and surgeon 
2 specializing in the practice of psychiatry or practicing 
3 psychotherapy, a psychologist, a clinical social worker, a marriage 
4 and family therapist, a licensed professional clinical counselor, a 
5 psychological assistant, an associate marriage and family therapist 
6 or marriage and family therapist trainee, an associate professional 
7 clinical counselor or professional clinical counselor trainee, as 
8 specified in Chapter 16 (commencing with Section 4999.10), or 
9 an associate clinical social worker. 

11 (2) "Sexual contact" means the touching of an intimate part of 
12 another person. 
13 (3) "Intimate part" and "touching" have the same meaning 
14 meanings as defined in subdivisions (g) and (e), respectively, of 
15 Section 243.4 of the Penal Code. 
16 ( 4) "The course of a prior treatment" means the period of time 
17 during which a patient first commences treatment for services that 
18 a psychotherapist is authorized to provide under his or her scope 
19 of practice, or that the psychotherapist represents to the patient as 
20 being within his or her scope of practice, until the 
21 psychotherapist-patient relationship is terminated. 
23 SEC. 2. Section 4980.01 of the Business and Professions Code 
24 is amended to read: 
25 4980.01. (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
26 constrict, limit, or withdraw the Medical Practice Act, the Social 
27 Work Licensing Law, the Nursing Practice Act, the Licensed 
28 Professional Clinical Counselor Act, or the Psychology Licensing 
29 Act. 
30 (b) This chapter shall not apply to any priest, rabbi, or minister 
31 of the gospel of any religious denomination when performing 
32 counseling services as part of his or her pastoral or professional 
33 duties, or to auy person who is admitted to practice law in the state, 
34 or who is licensed to practice medicine, when providing counseling 
35 services as part of his or her professional practice. 
36 (c) (I) This chapter shall not apply to an employee working in 
37 auy of the following settings if his or her work is performed solely 
38 under the supervision of the employer: 
39 (A) A governmental entity. 
40 (B) A school, college, or university. 
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1 (C) An institution that is both nonprofit and charitable. 
2 (2) This chapter shall not apply to a volunteer working in any 
3 of the settings described in paragraph (1) if his or her work is 
4 perfonned solely under the supervision of the entity, school, or 
5 institution. 
6 (d) A marriage and family therapist licensed under this chapter 
7 is a licentiate for purposes of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of 
8 Section 805, and thus is a health care practitioner subject to the 
9 provisions of Section 2290.5 pursuant to subdivision (b) of that 

10 section. 
11 (e) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b) and (c), all persons 
12 registered as associates or licensed under this chapter shall not be 
13 exempt from this chapter or the jurisdiction of the board. 
15 SEC. 3. Section 4980.03 of the Business and Professions Code 
16 is amended to read: 
17 4980.03. (a) "Board," as used in this chapter, means the Board 
18 of Behavioral Sciences. 
19 (b) "Associate;' as used in this chapter, means an unlicensed 
20 person who has earned his or her master's or doctoral degree 
21 qualifying him or her for licensure and meets tJ!l:e tJfthe ftJlltJ wing: 
+ is registered with the board as an associate. 

22 (1) The individttal is registered with the btJard as an asstJeiate. 
23 (2) The individual's degree·,. as awarded and the board receives 
24 his or her applieatitJn ftJr registratitJ!l: as l:l!l: asstJeiate with the btJard 
25 within 90 days tJfthe degree avoard date. 
26 (c) "Trainee," as used in this chapter, means an unlicensed 
27 person who is currently enrolled in a master's or doctoral degree 
28 program, as specified in Sections 4980.36 and 4980.37, that is 
29 designed to qualify him or her for licensure under this chapter, and 
30 who has completed no less than 12 semester units or 18 quarter 
31 units of coursework in any qualifying degree program. 
32 (d) "Applicant for licensure," as used in this chapter, means an 
33 unlicensed person who has completed the required education and 
34 required hours of supervised experience for lieensttl'e as specified 
3 5 in this ehapter. licensure. 
36 (e) "Advertise," as used in this chapter, includes, but is not 
3 7 limited to, any public communication, as defined in subdivision 
38 (a) of Section 651, the issuance of any card, sign, or device to any 
39 person, or the causing, permitting, or allowing of any sign or 
40 marking on, or in, any building or structure, or in any newspaper 
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or magazine or in any directory, or any printed matter whatsoever, 
with or without any limiting qualification. Signs within religious 
buildings or notices in church bulletins mailed to a congregation 
shall not be constmed as adve1iising within the meaning of this 
chapter. 

(f) "Experience," as used in this chapter, means experience in 
interpersonal relationships, psychotherapy, marriage and family 
therapy, direct clinical counseling, and nonclinical practice that 
satisfies the requirements for licensure as a marriage and family 
therapist pmsnant to Section 4980.40. therapist. 

(g) "Supervisor," as used in this chapter, means an individual 
who meets all of the following requirements: 

(I) Has been aetiv·ely lieensed in this state or has held an aeti-ve 
eE[nivalent license in any other state as a lieensed professional 
elinieal eotlllselor, licensed marriage and family therapist, lieensed 
elinieal psy ehologist, licensed elinieal soeial "o!ker, or lieensed 
physician and stll'geon who is eertitied in psychiatry by the 
Ameriean Board of Psychiatry and Nettrology, f()r at least hvo 
years ofthe past ti,e years immediately prior to eommeneing any 
snpet 'ision. held an active license for at least two years within 
the five year period immediately preceding any supervision as 
either: 

(A) A licensed professional clinical counselor; licensed marriage 
and family therapist, licensed psychologist, licensed clinical social 
worker, or equivalent out-of-state license. 

(B) A physician and surgeon who is certified in psychiatry by 
the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology or an out-of-state 
licensed physician and surgeon who is certified in psychiatry by 
the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology. 

(2) If the supervisor is a licensed professional clinical counselor, 
he or she-meets has completed the additional training and education 
requirements specified in subparagraphs (A) to (C), inclusive, of 
paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.20. 

(3) Has-For at least two years within the five-year period 
immediately preceding any supervision, has either practiced 
psychotherapy or provided direct clinical supervision of 
psychotherapy performed by marriage and family therapist trainees, 
associate marriage and family therapists, associate professional 
clinical counselors, or associate clinical social wotkets, iftho 
perform psy ehotherapy, fBI at least h; o years "ithin the ti, e year 
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30 period immediately preeeding any st~pernswn. workers. 
31 Supervision of soeial work students enrolled in an aeeredited 
+ master's or doetoral prGgram or psychotherapy performed by a 

32 social work intern or a professional clinical counselor trainees, 
33 who perform psyeheJtherapy, trainee shall be accepted towatd the 
34 reqttired hvo years if the supervision provided to the students is 
35 substantially equivalent to the supervision required for registrants. 
36 ( 4) Has receivedprofussionaltraining in supervision as specified 
3 7 in this chapter and by regulation. 
38 (5) Has not provided therapeutic services to the supervisee. 
3 9 ( 6) Has and maintains a current and active Califomia license 
+ as a marriage and family therapist, professional clinical counselor, 
+ marriage and family therapist, licensed psychologist, or physician 
+ and surgeon who is certified in psychiatry by the American Board 

40 of Psychiatry and Neurology that is not under suspension or 
+ probation. 
1 (7) Complies "itb supef\i ision 1 eqttiremeii!s established by this 
2 ehapter and by beJarrl regulatieJns./s not a spouse, domestic partner, 
+ or relative of the supervisee. 
+ (8) Does not currently have or previously had a personal, 
+ professional, or business relationship with the supervisee that 
+ undermines the authority or effectiveness of the supervision. 
3 (h) "Client centered advocacy," as used in this chapter, includes, 
4 but is not limited to, researching, identifying, and accessing 
5 resources, or other activities, related to obtaining or providing 
6 services and supports for clients or groups of clients receiving 
7 psychotherapy or counseling services. 
9 SEC. 4. Section 4980.35 of the Business and Professions Code 

10 is amended to read: 
11 4980.35. (a) The Legislature acknowledges that the basic 
12 obligation to provide a complete and accurate application for a 
13 marriage and family therapist license lies with the applicant. At 
14 the same time, the Legislature recognizes that an effort should be 
15 made by the board to ensure that persons who enter degree 
16 programs and supervisorial training settings that meet the 
17 requirements of this chapter are enabled to discern the requirements 
18 for licensing and to take the examination when they have completed 
19 their educational and experience requirements. 
20 (b) In order that the board, the educational institutions, and the 
21 supervisors who monitor the education and experience of applicants 

98 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

RN 17 19690 19 
09/11/17 09:11AM 
SUBSTANTIVE 

Amendment 12 

Amendment 13 
Amendment 14 
Amendment 15 

Amendment 16 

Amendments 17 & 18 

Amendment 19 

RN 17 19690 19 09/11117 
24



Page 6 

Page7 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
-7- AB93 

22 may develop greater cooperation, the board shall do all of the 
23 following: 
24 (1) Apply a portion of its limited resources specifically to the 
25 task of communicating information about its activities, the 
26 requirements and qualifications for licensure, and the practice of 
27 marriage and family therapy to the relevant educational institutions, 
28 supervisors, professional associations, applicants, trainees, 
29 associates, and the consuming public. 
30 (2) Develop policies and procedures to assist educational 
31 institutions in meeting the curricula requirements of Sections 
32 4980.36 and 4980.37 and any regulations adopted pursuant to those 
33 sections, so that those educational institutions may better provide 
34 assurance to their students that the curriculum offered to fulfill the 
3 5 educational requirements for licensure will meet those requirements 
3 6 at the time of the student's application for licensure. 
37 (3) Notify applicants in the application procedure when 
3 8 applications are incomplete, inaccurate, or deficient, and inform 
39 applicants of any remediation, reconsideration, or appeal 
40 procedures that may be applicable. 

1 ( 4) Undertal<e, or cause to be undertaken, further comprehensive 
2 review, in consultation with educational institutions, professional 
3 associations, supervisors, associates, and trainees, of the 
4 supervision of associates and trainees, which shall include, but not 
5 be limited to, the following, and shall propose regulations regarding 
6 the supervision of associates and trainees that may include, but 
7 not be limited to, the following: 
8 (A) Supervisor qualifications. 
9 (B) Continuing education requirements of supervisors. 

I 0 (C) Registration or licensing of supervisors, or both. 
11 (D) Responsibilities of supervisors in general. 
12 (E) The board's authority in cases of noncompliance or 
13 negligence by supervisors. 
14 (F) The associate's and trainee's need for guidance in selecting 
15 well-balanced and high quality high-quality professional training 
16 opportunities within his or her community. 
17 (G) The role of the supervisor in advising and encouraging his 
1 8 or her associate or trainee regarding the necessity or value and 
19 appropriateness of the associate or trainee engaging in personal 
20 psychotherapy, so as to enable the associate or trainee to become 
21 a more competent maniage and family therapist. 
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23 SEC. 5. Section 4980.397 of the Business and Professions 
24 Code is amended to read: 
25 4980.397. (a) Effeethe ht!ltlary 1, 2016, a A registrant or an 
26 applicant for licensure as a marriage and family therapist shall 
27 pass the following two examinations as prescribed by the board: 
28 (1) A California law and ethics examination. 
29 (2) A clinical examination. 
3 0 (b) Upon registration with the board, an associate marriage and 
31 family therapist shall, within the first year of registration, take an 
32 examination on California law and ethics. 
33 (c) A registrant or an applicant for licensure may take the clinical 
34 examination only upon meeting all of the following requirements: 
36 (I) Completion of all required supervised work experience. 
37 (2) Completion of all education requirements. 
38 (3) Passage of the California law and ethics examination. 
39 (d) This seetion shall beeome operative on Janttary 1, 2016. 

1 SEC. 6. Section 4980.399 of the Business and Professions 
2 Code is amended to read: 
3 4980.399. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 
4 4980.398, each applicant and registrant shall obtain a passing score 
5 on a board-administered California law and ethics examination in 
6 order to qualify for licensure. 
7 (b) A registrant shall participate in a board-administered 
8 California law and ethics examination prior to his or her registration 
9 renewal. 

10 (e) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), an applieant who holds a 
11 registration eligible for renewal, vdth an expiration date no later 
12 than Jttne 30, 2016, and who applies fur renewal ofthat registration 
13 between Janttary 1, 2016, and Jttne 30, 2016, shall, if eligible, be 
14 allowed to renew the registration without first partieipating in the 
15 Califomia law and ethies examination. These applieants shall 
16 partieipate in the Califemia law and ethies examinatiem in the next 
17 rene" a! ey ele, and shall pass the examination prim te lieensctre er 
18 issuanee of a subseq-ttent regis!l:a'.ien number, as speeified in this 
19 seetien. 
20 (d) 
+ (c) If an applicant fails the California law and ethics 

21 examination, he or she may retake the examination, upon payment 
22 of the required fees, without further application except as provided 
23 in subdivisionie:)7 (d). 
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24 teJ 
+ (d) If a registrant fails to obtain a passing score on the California 

25 law and ethics examination deseribed ift subdivision (a) within his 
26 or her renewal period on or after the operative date of this section, 
27 he or she shall complete, at a minimnm, a 12-hour course in 
28 California law and ethics in order to be eligible to participate in 
29 the California law and ethics examination. Registrants shall only 
30 take the 12-hour California law and ethics course once during a 
31 renewal period. The 12-hour law and ethics course required by 
32 this section shall be taken through a continuing education provider 
33 as specified by the board by regulation, a county, state or 
34 governmental entity, or a college or university. 
35 ff7 
36 (e) The board shall not issue a subsequent registration number 
37 unless the applicant has passed the California law and ethics 
+ examination. 

3 8 (g) Natv.ithstanding sttbdi .isian (f), an applieant wha holds or 
3 9 has held a regis !ration, "ith an expiration date no later than Jant~ary 
40 1, 2017, and who applies for a subse(jllent ngistratiBit ntmlber 

1 beh;veen Janl!atjl 1, 2016, and JatiDary 1, 2017, shall, if eligible, 
2 be a!lo .. ed ttl tJbtain the subse(jllent registratiBn llttnlbet withottt 
3 first passing the Califumia Ia-;; and ethies examinatian. These 
4 applieants shall pass the California la-N and ethies examination 
5 dttring the next renewal periBd m prim to lieenstll'e, 'Nhiehever 
6 aeetJrs first. 
7 (h) This seetion shall beeome operative on Jant~ary 1, 2016. 
8 SEC. 7. Section 4980.40 of the Business and Professions Code 
9 is amended to read: 

10 4980.40. To qttalify for a lieense, an applieant shall have An 
11 applicant for licensure shall satisfY all of the following 
+ qualifications: 

12 (a) Meet the educational requirements of Section 4980.36 or 
13 both Sections 4980.37 and 4980.41, as applicable. 
14 (b) Be at least 18 years of age. 
15 (c) Have at least two years of supervised experience that meet 
16 the req11irements Bf this ehapter and those speeified b] the board 
17 in reg11lation. as specified in this chapter and its corresponding 
+ regulations. 

18 (d) Effeetive Janttat) 1, 2016, Slleeessfuley Successfully pass a 
19 California law and ethics examination and a clinical examination. 
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Page 9 20 An applicant who has successfully passed a previously 
21 administered written examination may be subsequently required 
22 to take and pass another written examination. 
23 (e) Not have committed acts or crimes constituting grounds for 
24 denial of licensure under Section 480. The board shall not issue a 
25 registration or license to any person who has been convicted of a 
26 crime in this or another state or in a territoty of the United States 
27 that involves sexual abuse of children or who is required to register 
28 pursuant to Section 290 of the Penal Code or the equivalent in 
29 another state or territory. 
30 (f) This seetion shall beeorne operative on January 1, 2016. 
31 SEC. 8. Section 4980.42 of the Business and Professions Code 
32 is amended to read: 
33 4980.42. (a) Trainees performing services in any work setting 
34 specified in Section 4980.43.4 may perform those activities and 
35 services as a trainee, provided that the activities and services 
36 constitute part of the trainee's supervised course of study and that 
3 7 the person is designated by the title "trainee." 
39 (b) Trainees subject to Section 4980.37 may gain hours of 
40 experience and counsel clients outside of the required practicum. 

Page 10 1 This subdivision shall apply to hours of experience gained and 
2 client counseling provided on and after January 1, 2012. 
3 (c) Trainees subject to Section 4980.36 may gain hours of 
4 experience outside of the required practicum but must be enrolled 
5 in a practicum course to counsel clients. Trainees subject to Section 
6 4980.36 may counsel clients while not enrolled in a practicum 
7 course if the period oflapsed enrollment is less than 90 calendar 
8 days, and if that period is immediately preceded by enrollment in 
9 a practicum course and immediately followed by enrollment in a 

10 practicum course or completion of the degree program. 
11 (d) All hours of experience gained pursuant to subdivisions (b) 
12 and (c) shall be subject to the other requirements ofthis chapter. 
13 (e) All hours of experience gained as a trainee shall be 
14 coordinated between the school and the site where the hours arc 
15 being accmcd. The school shall approve each site and shall have 
16 a written agreement with each site that details each party's 
17 responsibilities, including the methods by which supervision shall 
18 be provided. The agreement shall provide for regular progress 
19 reports and evaluations of the student's performance at the site. If 
20 an applicant has gained hours of experience while enrolled in an 
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institution other than the one that confers the qualifying degree, it 
shall be the applicant's responsibility to provide to the board 
satisfactory evidence that those hours of trainee experience were 
gained in compliance with this section. 

SEC. 9. Section 4980.43 ofthe Bttsiness and Pr0fcssions Codeis 
amended to read: 

4980.43. (a) To CJtlalif) fm licensure as specified in Section 
4980.40, each applicant shall complete experience telated to the 
practice 6f marriage and family therapy tmder a supervisor who 
meets the Cjtlalifieati6ns set f6rth in Seeti6n 4980.03. The 
experience shall e6mply with the fullowing. 

(I) A minimum of 3,000 h6ms of supetvised experience 
e6mpleted clm·ing a peiiod of at least I 04 weeks. 

(2) A maximmn 6f 40 hotlfs in any seven consecutive deys. 
(3) A minimum of I, 700 hm1rs obtained after the Cjtlalifying 

mastet's or doetmal degree was awarded. 
(4) A maximum of I ,300 homs obtained pri6r t6 the award date 

0fthe ([ttalifying master's m doctoral degree. 

(5) A maxiffitllll 6f750 homs ofeomseling and direct supet, ism 
eontaet prim to the award date of the Cjtlalifying master's 6f 
doetmal degwe. 

(6) N6 huurs of experience mey be gained pli6r t6 wmpleting 
either 12 semester ttnits m 18 quarter units of gt aclttate instrueti6n. 

(7) Hours of experience shall n6t be gained more than six years 
pri6r !6 the date the applieati6n for lieenstlfe was received by the 
boatd, except that up t6 500 hours 6f clinical experience gained 
in the supervised praetietllll re([uired by stibdi' isitm (e) 6f Seeti6n 
4980.37 and subparagraph (B) 6fparagraph (1) 6fsttbdivisi6n (d) 
6fSeeti6n 4980.36 shall be exempt fr6m this six year re([ttirement. 

(8) A miniffitllll 6fl, 75 0 h6 m s 6f direct clinical emmseling v.ith 
indi' iclttals, groups, C6ttples, 6r families, that includes n6t less than 
500 total h6crrs of experience in diagnosing and treating eottples, 
families, and children. 

(9) A maxirmrrn of I ,250 hottrs 6f Mnelinieal prae1iee, 
consisting of diree~ sup en is6r e6ntaet, administering and 
evaluating psyeh616gieal tests, writing clinical repmts, writing 
progress or process notes, client centered ad' Beaey·, and worksh6ps, 
seminars, training sessimts, or conferences diteetly tela~ed t6 
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maniage and family therapy that ha1e been apprelled by the 
applieant's supervisor. 

(I 0) It is antieipated and eneouraged that hottis of ~erienee 
will inelude ,orking .. ith eldets and dependent adults ,ho ha1e 
physieal or mental limitations that resttiet theit ability to earry mit 
normal aethities or protect their rights. 

This subdh ision shall only apply to ho ttrs gained on and after 
January I, 2010. 

(b) An indhidttal .. ho submits an applieatioo for licensure 
bet .. een January I, 2016, and Deeember 31, 2020, may 
altemath ely qttaliey ttnder the ~erienee reqttirements of this 
section that were in plaee on Janttary I, 2015. 

SEC. 9. Section 4980.43 of the Business and Professions Code 
is amended to read: 

4980.43. (a) 'fe-tjualiey for lieensure as speeified in Seetion 
4980.40, eaeh applicant shall complete experienee related to the 
praetiee of marriage and family therapy ttnder a supen isor "ho 
meets the qttalifieations set forth in Seetion 4980.03. The 
experienee shall All applicants shall have an active associate 
registration with the board in order to gain postdegree hours of 
supervised experience. 

(b) Supervised experience that is obtained for purposes of 
qualifYing/or licensure shall be related to the practice of marriage 
and family therapy and comply with the following: 

(1) A minimum of 3,000 hours of sepervised experience 
completed during a period of at least 104 weeks. 

(2) A maximum of 40 hours in any seven consecutive days. 
(3) A minimum of 1,700 hours obtained after the qualifying 

master's or doctoral degree was awarded. 
( 4) A maximum of 1,300 hours obtained prior to the award date 

of the qualifying master's or doctoral degree. 
( 5) A maximum of750 hours of counseling and direct supervisor 

contact prior to the award date of the qualifying master's or 
doctoral degree. 

(6) No hours of experience m!!J Hours of experience shall not 
be gained prior to completing either 12 semester units or 18 quarter 
units of graduate instmction. 

(7) No hours of experience may Hours of experience shall not 
be gained more than six years prior to the date the application for 
elffiinination eligibility "as filed, licensure was received by the 
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+ board, except that up to 500 hours of clinical experience gained 
+ in the supervised practicurn required by subdivision (c) of Section 
+ 4980.37 and subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) 
+ of Section 4980.36 shall be exempt from this six-year requirement. 
+ (8) A minimum of 1, 750 hours of direct clinical counseling with 
+ individuals, groups, couples, or families, that includes not less than 
+ 500 total hours of experience in diagnosing and treating couples, 
+ families, and children. 
+ (9) A maximum of I ,250 hours of nonclinical practice, 
+ consisting of direct supervisor contact, administering and 
+ evaluating psychological tests, writing clinical reports, writing 
+ progress or process notes, client centered advocacy, and workshops, 
+ seminars, training sessions, or conferences directly related to 
+ marriage and family therapy that have been approved by the 
+ applicant's supervisor. 
+ (1 0) It is anticipated and encouraged that hours of experience 
+ will include working with elders and dependent adults who have 
+ physical or mental limitations that restrict their ability to carry out 
+ normal activities or protect theirrights. 
+ This subdivision shall only apply to hours gained on and after 
+ January 1, 2010. 
+ fb7 
+ (c) An individual who submits an application for examintrtion 
+ eligibiliey licensure between January 1, 2016, and December 31, 
+ 2020, may alternatively qualify under the experience requirements 
+ of this section that were in place on January 1, 2015. 
+ te]-All tf]'lpliemtts, trainees, and registrl:l!lls shall be a! all times 
+ tmder the super vision of a sttpenisor who shall be responsible fur 
+ ensl!l'ing thtrt the exietrt, kind, l:l!ld f]tlality of eotttiseling performed 
+ is consistent with the training and experience of the person being 
+ sttpen ised, and icho shall be responsible to the borud fut 
+ eomplil:l!lee .tith all IM s, !tiles, l:l!ld regulations go~ eming the 
+ practice of marriage l:l!ld family thertt]'ly. Supervised experience 
+ shall be gained by an intern or trainee only as an employee m as 
+ a vo!tmteer. The ref]tlirements of this chapter regarding gaining 
+ hems of expelienee-ttnd supenision rue appliettble ef]tlally to 
+ employees l:l!ld vo!tmteers. Assoeitrtes l:l!ld tminees shall not be 
+ employed as independent eontraelors, ru1d shall not gain experience 
+ fer \lliork perfurmed as an independent eontraetor, reported on an 
+ IRS Form I 099, or both. 
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+ f±-) If empltl) ed, an intem shall prtl'tide the btJard "ith etJpies 
+ tJf the etJrrespending W 2 tax forms fer each year tlf experience 
+ claimed nptln applieatitJn fer lieenstlfe. 
+ (2) If v tJ!nnteering, an intern shall prtl , ide the btJard with a letter 
+ tftlm his er her empleyer verifying the intern's empltl)ment as a 
+ velnnteer npen applieatien for licensure. 
+ (d) Eli'eept fm experience gained by attending •;verksheps, 
+ seminars, training sessitJns, tlr wnferenees as described in 
+ paragraph (9) efsttbdivisien (a), snpeftisien shall inelnde at least 
+ tlne hettr ef direct Stlflei vistJr eentaet in .each week fer v.hieh 
+ experience is credited in each wmk setting, as specified. 
+ (I) A trainee shall reeei, e an average ef at least ene htJttr tJf 
+ direct snperviser eentaet fer every five hems ef client etJntaet in 
+ each setting. Ne mere than sili' ootn·s ef snpervision, whether 
+ individual or grettp, shall be credited dttring all] single week. 
+ (2) An individual snpervised after being granted a qt~alieying 
+ degree shall receive at least tlne additional hottr ofdireet sapervisor 
+ eontaet fot evei)i week in which mm·e tHan 10 hems of client 
+ etJntaet is gained in each setting. No more than six htJttrs tJf 
+ snper visitJn, whether individual tlf gronp, shall be credited dttring 
+ any single wee!<; 
+ (3) FtJr pttrpeses tJf this section, "one lwnr tJf direct snpen ism 
+ etJntaet" means ene hem per vteek of fitee to face eontaet en an 
+ indh idual basis or twtl htJttrs pei "eek tlf fitee to face etJntaet in 
+ a gmnp. 
+ (4) Direct sttpeuisor contact shall eeenr within the same week 
+ as the hettrs claimed. 
+ (5) Direct snpcrvisor eentaet pm, ided in a gronp shall be 
+ pmvided in a gmnp tJf ntJt mtJre than eight snper v isees and in 
+ segments lasting ne less than one eentinneus heur. 
+ (6) Notwithstanding patagtaph (3), an intern wtlrking in a 
+ gevernmental entity, a sehoel, a eellege, or a nniversiey, er an 
+ insti!ntitJn that is beth nenprefi · · · 
+ reqt~ired weekly direct snpeniser eontaet via hoe way, real time 
+ videeetJnfeteneing. The saper.istJr shall be responsible for eirsttring 
+ that client etJnfidentialiey is tlflheld. 
+ (7) All Cli'perienee gained by a trainee shall be menitored by the 
+ snpervisor as specified by regttlatien. 
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+ (8) The six htJurs tJf supervision that may be eietiiteel elttring 
+ MY single .. eek purwant ttJ paragraphs (I) and (2) shall apply ttJ 
+ wpef'; isitJn htJttrs gained en er after Jannary I, 2009-; 
+ (e) (!) A trainee may be ereeliteel with supef';iseel experience 
+ eompleteel in any setting that meets all ef the felltJ wing: 
+ (A:) Lav;d\:tlly and regularly pre v ides mental health counseling 
+ er psy ehethetapy. 
+ (B) PrtJvieles oversight te ensure that the trainee's work at the 
+ setting meets the experience anelsuper;ision requirernertts set furth 
+ in this ehaptet and is "ithin the seepe efpraetiee fur the prefessien 
+ as defined in SeetitJn 4980.02. 
+ (C) Is net a private practice ewneel by a licensed marriage and 
+ family therapist, a licensed prefessienal clinical eetmseler, a 
+ licensed psyche legist, a licensed eliniealseeial .,, orker, a licensed 
+ physician and surge@, m a professional eerptJration tJf any tJf 
+ thtJse licensed prtJfessiens;-
+ (2) Experience may be gained by the trainee stJle!y as patt tJf 
+ the posititJn ftJr "hieh the trainee vtJ!unteers tJr is empley eel. 
+ (f) (I) An inter1'1 may be ereeliteel "ith supervised experience 
+ eempleteel in aiiJ setting that meets btJth tJf the fulltJ" ing. 
+ (A:) Lawfully and regulat ly provides mental health counseling 
+ or psyehtJtherapy. 
+ (B) Provides oversight ttl ensure that the intern's wtJrk at the 
+ setting meets the experience anelsupervisitJn requiremertts set furth 
+ in this chapter and is withifi the seepe efpraetiee fer the prefessien 
+ as defined i~ 
+ (2) An applicant shall net be emp!tlyeel tlf volunteer in a private 
+ practice, as defined in subparagraph (C) tJf paragraph (1) tJf 
+ subdi. isiem (e), until registered as an intem. 
+ (3) While an intem may be either a paid employee tlr a 
+ vtllunteer, empltlyets are eneeurageel te pre vide fait temtmetation 
+ te in:terns. 
+ (4) Except fer periods eftime during a supervisor's ~aeatien tlr 
+ sick leave, an intern whtl is empleyed er ·velunteering in private 
+ practice shall be under the direct superv isien efa licensee that has 
+ satisfied subdivision (g) of Seetien 4980.03. The supervising 
+ lieemee shall either be empleyed by and practice at the same site 
+ as the intern's empleyer, er shall be an tJvmer m shareholder ef 
+ the private practice. Alternative saper visien may be an anged elttrmg 
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+ a sttpet .ism's oaeatien er siek leaoe if the sttpei .isien meets the 
+ requirements ef this seetien. 
+ (5) Experienee may be gained by the intern selely as part efthe 
+ pesitien fer ,hieh the intem oelunteers er is empleryed. 
+ (g) Exeept as provided in st!bdhisien (h), all perseus shall 
+ register v;ith the beard as an intern te be etedited fer pestdegree 
+ heurs efsttper vised experienee gained tewardlieenstlre. 
+ (h) Pestclegree heurs ef experienee shall be eredited tevoard 
+ lieenstli'e se le11g as the applieant applies fm the i11tem registration 
+ vtithin 90 days efthe granting efthe qnalifyi11g mash:t 's er deeteral 
+ degt ee and is thet eafter granted the intern registration by the beard. 
+ An applieant shall net be employed et 'elunteer in a pri vale 
+ praetiee tllltil registered as an intern by the bmud. 
+ (i) Trainees, interns, and applieants shall net reeeh e any 
+ ren11meratien from patients er elients, and shall enly be paid by 
+~ 
+ (j) Trainees, interns, and applieants shallenly perform serviees 
+ at the plaee vthere their empley ers reg11larly eendctet business, 
+ whieh may inelt!deperforming seniees at ethe1leeatiens, seleng 
+ as the seroiees rue performed tinder the direetien and eentrel ef 
+ their employer and supervisor, and in eemplianee with the laws 
+ and regnlatiens pettaining te supen isien. Fer purposes ef 
+ paragraph (3) ef subdioisien (a) ef Seetien 2299.5, intems and 
+ trainees y,erking tlllder lieensed sttpenisien, eensistent with 
+ subdivision (e), may provide serviees via telehealth within the 
+ seepe authorized by this ehapter and iu aeeordanee with any 
+ regulations ge, erning the use of telehealth premt~lgated by the 
+ beard. Trainees a:11d interns shall haoe ne proprietary interest in 
+ their employers' businesses and shall net lease m Ie!It spaee, pay 
+ fer furnishings, eqt!ipment, er sttpplies, er in any ethet way pay 
+ fer the obligations of their employers. 
+ (k) Trainees, interns, er applieants who previde veltmteered 
+ ser.iees er ethel seroiees, and whe reeei.e ne meie than a tetal, 
+ fmm all "ork settings, eflio e hmtdred dollars ($500) per menth 
+ as reimburserr.ent for expenses aetrially ineurred by those trainees, 
+ interns, or applieants fur seniees rrndered in aay lavoful "mk 
+ setting other than a pri' ate praetiee shall-be eonsidered employees 
+ a11d not indeprndent eo11traetors. The bean! may at1dit applieants 
+ whe1eeeioe reimbursemrntfor expenses, and the applieants shall 
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ha, e the btH'den of demonstrating that the payments reeei, ed "ere 
for reirrrbtH'sement of expenses aetnally inettl'fed. 

f:lt-Eaeh edtteational institution preparing applieants for lieensure 
p ttrsuant to this ehapter shall eonsider requiring, l:lfid shall 
eneomage, its students to undergo indi. idual, marital or eonjoint, 
family, or group eottnseling 01 psyehotherap:y, as appropriate. Eaeh 
supervisor shall eonsider, ad.ise, l:lfid eneourage his or her intems 
l:lfid hainees regarding the ad.isabilit:y oftlildertaking indhidual, 
ml:lfital or eonjoint, family, or group eounseling or ps:yehotherapy, 
!:IS appropriate. lnsofiu as it is deemed appropriate l:lfid is desired 
b:y the appliel:lfit, the edtteational institution and super, isors l:lfe 
eneotH'aged to assist the appliel:lfit in loeating that eotmseling or 
psyehotherap:y at a reasonable eost. 

SEC. 10. Section 4980.43.1 is added to the Business and 
Professions Code, to read: 

4980.43.1. (a) All trainees, associates, and applicants for 
licensure shall be at all times under the supervision of a supervisor 
as speeified in this ehapter l:lfid b:y regulation. at all times. 

(b) As used in this chapter, the term "supervision" means 
responsibility for, and control of, the quality of mental health 
services beiftgprovided by the supervisee. Consultation or peer 
discussion shall not be considered supervision and shall not qualifY 
as supervised experience. 

EeJ- experience. Supervision includes, but is not limited to, all 
of the following: 

(1) Ensnring-fhttt the extent, kind, and quality of counseling 
performed is consistent with the education, training, and experience 
of the supervisee. 

(2) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee's assessment, 
diagnosis, and treatment decisions and providing regular feedback. 

(3) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee's ability to provide 
services at the site or sites where he or she will be is practicing 
and to the particular clientele being served. 

( 4) Monitoring-fof and addressing clinical dynamics, including, 
but not limited to, countertransference-, intrapsychic-, 
interpersonal-, or trauma-related issues that may affect the 
supervisory or-the practitioner-patient relationship. 

(5) Ensuring the supervisee's compliance with laws and 
regulations governing the practice of marriage and family therapy. 

98 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

RN 17 19690 19 
09/11/17 09:11 AM 
SUBSTANTIVE 

Amendment 34 
Amendment 35 

Amendments 36 & 37 

Amendment 38 

Amendment 39 

Amendment 40 

Amendment 41 

Amendment 42 

RN 17 19690 19 09/11/17 35



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
AB93 -18-

Page 12 22 (6) Reviewing the supervisee's progress notes, process notes, 
23 and other patient treatment records, as deemed appropriate by the 
24 supervisor. 
25 (7) With the client's written consent, providing direct 
26 observation or review of audio or video recordings of the 
27 supervisee's counseling or therapy, as deemed appropriate by the 
28 superv1sor. 
30 SEC. 11. Seetion 4980.43.2 is added to the Business tlftd 
31 Professions Code, to read: 
32 4980.43.2. (a) Before applying fur lieenstJre with the board, 
33 all appliettnts fut lieensrne as a lieensed ffitti'fiage tlftd family 
34 thmapist shall first satisfy the reqtJired st~pet dsed experienee. 
35 (b) Exeept as provided in subdhision (e), all appliettnts shall 
36 have tift aetive assoeiate registrtttion with the board in order to gain 
37 postdegree hotll's of Stl['>er.ised experienee. 
3 8 (e) Postdegree hotll's of experienee shall be eredited to" ard 
39 lieenstll'e so long as the appliettiit applies for the assoeiate 
40 registmtion tlftdthe board1eeeives the applieation within 90 days 

Page 13 1 of the grttnting ofthe qtJalieying degree and he 01 she is thmeafte1 
2 grttnted the assoeiate registration by the board. An app!ietlftt shall 
3 not be employed or ·tolnnteer in a private praetiee tlfttil he or she 
4 has been issued tift assoeiate regisliation by the board. 
6 SEC. 12. 
+ SEC. 11. Section 4980.43.3 is added to the Business and 
7 Professions Code, to read: 
8 4980.43.3. (a) Except for experience gained by attending 
9 workshops, seminars, training sessions, or conferences, as 

10 described in paragraph (9) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.43, 
11 St!pOI vision shall ineltJde at least one hotJr of direet snpm visor 
12 eontaet in eaeh "eek for "hieh experie11ee is eredi!ed in eaeh "ork 
13 setting as f0llo~;s: direct supervisor contact shall occur as follows: 
+ (1) Supervision shall include at least one hour of direct 
+ supervisor contact in each week for which experience is credited 
+ in each work setting. 

14 EB 
+ (2) A trainee shall receive an average of at least one hour of 

15 direct supervisor contact for every five hours of direct clinical 
16 counseling that is performed each week in each setting. -No For 
+ experience gained on or after January 1, 2009, no more than six 
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hours of supervision, whether individual or group, shall be credited 
during any single week. 

R1 
(3) An associate gaining experience who has more than 10 hours 

of direct clinical counseling experience in a week in any setting 
shall receive at least one additional hour of direct supervisor contact 
in eaeh week fur which more than 10 hotJIS of direet elinieal 
eotmseling h perfurmed in eaehfor that setting.-Ntl For experience 
gained on or cifter January 1, 2009, no more than six hours of 
supervision, whether individual or group, shall be credited during 
any single week. 

(4) An applicant for licensure shall receive at least one hour 
per week of direct supervisor contact that is individual, triadic, or 
a combination of both for a minimum of 52 weeks. 

(b) For purposes of this chapter, "one hour of direct supervisor 
contact" means aoy of the following: 

(1) Individual supervision, which meaos one hour of face-to-face 
contact between one supervisor and one supervisee. 

(2) Triadic supervision, which means one hour of face-to-face 
contact between one supervisor and two supervisees. 

(3) Group supervision, which means two hours of face-to-face 
contact between one supervisor aod no more than eight supervisees. 
Segments of group supervision may be split into no less than one 
continuous hour. A supervisor shall ensure that the amount and 
degree of supervision is appropriate for each supervisee. 

(c) Direct supervisor contact shall occur within the same week 
as the hours claimed. 

(d) An applicant for licensure shall have received at least one 
hour per "'eek of direet st~pervisor eontaet that is individual, triadic, 
or a combination ofboth, as specified in paragraphs (1) or (2) of 
subdivision (b), for a minimtml of 52 weeks. 

(e) When eondueting grot!p st~penision, as specified in 
paragraph (3) of subdivision (b), the supet visor shall ensure that 
the amount and degree of st~penision is appropriate fur eaeh 
st~per dsee. 

ffl 
(d) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), an associate working in a 

governmental entity,-tt school,-tt college,-tt university, or an 
institution that is--beth nonprofit and charitable may obtain the 
required weekly direct supervisor contact via two-way, real-time 
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videoconferencing. The supervisor shall be responsible for ensuring 
compliance with state and federal law federal and state laws 
relating to confidentiality of patient health information. 

(g) All experience gained by a trainee m associate shall be 
mt'mite>red by the supei vism as specified by this chapter and 
Iegttlatie>n. 

(h) The six he ttl's ef super visien that may be credited dtuing 
any single week, pttrsttant te paragraphs (I) and (2) efsttbdivisien 
(a), shall apply te super. isien he>ttrs gained on e>I after January I, 
WB9" 

(iJ 
(e) Notwithstanding any other law, once the required number 

of experience hours are gained, associates and applicants for 
licensure shall receive a minimum of one hour of direct supervisor 
contact per week for each practice setting in which direct clinical 
counseling is performed. Once the required number of experience 
hours are gained, further supervision for nonclinical practice, as 
defined in paragraph (9) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.43, 
shall be at the supervisor's discretion. 

SEC. B. 
SEC. 12. Section 4980.43.4 is added to the Business and 

Professions Code, to read: 
4980.43.4. (a) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure 

shall only perform mental health services as an employee or-as-ft 
velunteer. volunteer; and not as an independent contractor. The 
requirements of this chapter regarding gaining hours of experience 
and supervision shall apply equally to employees and volunteers. 
A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall not perform 
any services or gain any experience within the scope of practice 
of the profession, as defined in Section 4980.02, as an independent 
contractor. While an associate may be either a paid employee or 
a volunteer, employers are encouraged to provide fair 
remuneration. 

(1) If employed, an associate shall provide the-boofd board, 
upon application for licensure, with copies of the ee>riespe>nding 
W-2 tax forms for each year of experience claimed ttpen 
applieatie>n for licensure. claimed. 

(2) If volunteering, an associate shall provide the board board, 
upon application for licensure, with a letter from his or her 
employer verifying the associate's status as a volunteer during the 
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Page 15 10 dates the experience was gained. This leitet shall be pw, ided te 

Page 16 

+ the b(lard ttpen applieati(lll fer lieensure. 
11 (b) flt-A trainee shall net perferrn seF;iees in a private praetiee. 
12 A trainee may be credited with supervised experience completed 
13 in-aey a setting that meets all of the following: 
+ 

14 
(I) Is not a private practice. 
tAl 

+ (2) Lawfully and regularly provides mental health counseling 
15 or psychotherapy. 
16 tB7 
+ (3) Provides oversight to ensure that the trainee's work at the 

17 setting meets the experience and supervision requirements in this 
18 chapter and is within the scope of practice for the profession, as 
19 defined in Section 4980.02. 
20 (C) Is not a private praetiee owned by a lieensed marriage and 
21 family therapist, a lieensed ptefussienal elinieal eounselor, a 
22 lieensedpsyehologist, a lieensed eliniealseeial worker, a lieensed 
23 physieian and stlfgeen, or a profussitmai eorporation of any of 
24 these lieensed profussions. 
25 ~ 
+ (4) Only experience gained in the position for which the trainee 

26 volunteers or is employed shall qualify as supervised experience. 
27 (c) flt-An associate may be credited with supervised experience 
28 completed in any setting that meets both of the following: 
29 w 
+ (I) Lawfully and regularly provides mental health counseling 

30 or psychotherapy. 
31 tB7 
+ (2) Provides oversight to ensure that the associate's work at the 

32 setting meets the experience and supervision requirements in this 
33 chapter and is within the scope of practice for the profession, as 
34 defined in Section 4980.02. 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

1 
2 
3 

(2) While an assoeiate may be either a paid ell'lJlleyee or a 
volunteer, ell'lJlloyers are encouraged to pmvide fair remunetatien. 

(3) Only experience gained in the position for which the 
associate volunteers or is employed shall qualify as supervised 
experience. 

( 4) An applicant for registration as an associate shall not be 
employed or volunteer in a private practice until he or she has been 
issued an associate registration by the board. 
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(d) Any experience obtained under the supervision of a spouse, 
relative, or domestic partner shall not be credited toward the 
required hours of supervised experience. Any experience obtained 
under the supervision of a supervisor with whom the applicant has 
had or currently has a personal, professional, or business 
relationship that undermines the authority or effectiveness of the 
supervision shall not be credited toward the required hours of 
supervised experience. 

(e) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall not 
receive any remuneration from patients or clients and shall only 
be paid by his or her employer. employer, if an employee. 

(f) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall have no 
proprietary interest in his or her employer's business and shall not 
lease or rent space, pay for furnishings, equipment, or supplies, or 
in any other way pay for the obligations of his or her employer. 

(g) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure who provides 
voluntary services in any lawful work setting other than a private 
practice and who only receives reimbursement for expenses 
actually incurred shall be considered an employee and not an 
independent eontraetor. employee. The board may audit an 
applicant for licensure who receives reimbursement for expenses 
and the applicant for licensure shall have the burden of 
demonstrating that the payment received was for reimbursement 
of expenses actually incurred. 

(h) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure who receives 
a stipend or educational loan repayment from a program designed 
to encourage demographically underrepresented groups to enter 
the profession or to improve recmitment and retention in 
underserved regions or settings shall be considered an employee 
and no~ an independent eontraetor. employee. The board may audit 
an applicant who receives a stipend or educational loan repayment 
and the applicant shall have the burden of demonstrating that the 
payment received was for the specified purposes. 

(i) For pmposes of paragraph (3) of sttbdiv ision (a) of Seetion 
2990.5, an An associate or a trainee ·working under a lieensed 
sttpervisor, eons is tent "ith this ehtlpter; may provide services via 
telehealth within the seope attfuorized by this ehapter and in 
aeeordanee "ith any regulations go veflling the nse of telehealth 
promulgated by the board. that are in the scope of practice outlined 
in this chapter. 
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(j) Each educational institution preparing applicants pursuant 
to this chapter shall consider requiring, and shall encourage, its 
students to undergo individual, marital, conjoint, family, or group 
counseling or psychotherapy, as appropriate. Each supervisor shall 
consider, advise, and encourage his or her associates and trainees 
regarding the advisability of undertaking individual, marital, 
conjoint, family, or group counseling or psychotherapy, as 
appropriate. Insofar as it is deemed appropriate and is desired by 
the applicant, educational institutions and supervisors are 
encouraged to assist the applicant in loeating that to locate 
counseling or psychotherapy at a reasonable cost. 

SEC.14. 
SEC. 13. Section 4980.43.6 is added to the Business and 

Professions Code, to read: 
4980.43.6. The board shall have the right t<J may audit the 

records of any supervisor to verify the completion of the supervisor 
qualifications specified by this chapter and by regulation. A 
supervisor shall maintain records of completion of the required 
supervisor qualifications for a peritld of seven years after 
termination of the supervision and shall make these records 
available to the board for auditing purposes upon request. 

SEC. 15. 
SEC. 14. Section 4980.44 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4980.44. An llltlieetlsed associate marriage and family therapist 

employed under this chapter shall comply with the following 
requirements: 

(a) Possess, at a minimttm, a master's degree as speeified in 
Seetiou 4980.36 or 4980.37, as applieable. 

(b) Registe1 "ith the board prior to performing any dttties, 
exeept as otherwise pmvided in subdivision (e) tlf Seetitln 
4980.43.2. 

(e) Pritlr 
(a) Inform each client or patient prior to performing any 

professional seniees, inftlrm eaeh elient or patient mental health 
services that he or she is an unlicensed registered associate 
marriage and family therapist, provide his or her registration 
number and the name of his or her employer, and indicate whether 
he or she is under the supervision of a licensed man-iage and family 
therapist, licensed clinical social worker, licensed professional 
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clinical counselor, licensed psychologist, or a licensed physician 
and surgeon certified in psychiatry by the American Board of 
Psychiatry and Neurology. 

fd7 
(b) (1) Any advertisement by or on behalf of a registered 

associate marriage and family therapist shall include, at a 
minimum, all of the following information: 

(A) That he or she is a registered associate marriage and family 
therapist. 

(B) The associate's registration number. 
(C) The name of his or her employer. 
(D) That he or she is supervised by a licensed person. 
(2) The abbreviation "AMFT" shall not be used in an 

advertisement unless tbe title "registered associate marriage and 
family therapist" appears in the advertisement. 

SEC.l6. 
SEC. 15. Section 4980.45 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended and renumbered to read: 
4980.43.5. (a) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure 

shall only perform mental health services at the place where his 
or her employer regularly conducts business and ser viees, Hhieh 
may inelttde per funning seniees at ether leeatiens as !eng as the 
set v iees are perfermed ttnder the direetien and eerrtrel ef his er 
her empleyei and his er her Stlper viser and in eemplianee witb tbe 
laws and regulatim>S pertaining te sttpervisien. services. 

(b) Exeept fur perieds eftime during a Stlpef'l iser's 'aeatien er 
siek leave, an An associate who is employed or volunteering in a 
corporation or a private practice shall be tmder tbe direct 
Stlpervisien ef a Stlperv ism supervised by an individual who is 
either empley ed by, either: 

(1) Employed by, and practices at tbe same site as, the associate's 
employer or is an owner or shareholder of tbe private practice. 

(2) Employed foil time by the marriage and family therapy 
corporation and is actively engaged in performing professional 
services at and for the marriage and family therapy corporation. 

(c) A licensed prefcssienal in private praetiee vvhe has satisfied 
the requirements ef subdivisien (g) ef Seetim.t 4980.03 may 
sttpenflse er empley, supervisor at a private practice or a 
corporation may supervise at any one time, no more than a tetal 
ef three indi, idttals registered as an asseeiate maniage and family 

98 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

RN 17 19690 19 
09/11/17 09:11AM 
SUBSTANTIVE 

Amendment 99 

Amendment 100 

Amendment 101 

Amendment 102 
Amendment 103 

Amendment 104 
Amendment 105 
Amendment 106 
Amendment 107 

Amendment 108 

Amendment 109 

Amendment 110 

Amendment 111 

RN 17 19690 19 09/11/17 42



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

Page 18 35 
36 
+ 
+ 
+ 

37 
38 
39 
40 

Page 19 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
25 
26 
27 
28 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

29 

-25- AB93 

therapist, an asseeiate prefessienal elinieal eonnseler, m an 
asseeiate eliniealseeial werker in that pfi v ate praetiee. supervisees. 
Supervisees may be an associate marriage and family therapist, 
an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate 
clinical social worker. 

(d) All eHhe felleY" ing limits shall apply te marriage and family 
therapy eerpe1atiens: 

(1) A mar~iage and family therapy eerperatien may retain, at 
any ene time, ne mere than a tetal efthree employees, volunteers, 
m a emnbinatien ef employees and veltmteers, 1egister.ed as an 
asseeiate maniage and family therapist, an asseeiate p1efessienal 
elinieal emmseler, er an asseeiate elinieal seeial werker fer eaeh 
snper vising employee m shareholder ~~<he has satisfied the 
reqt~irements ef subdivision (g) ef Seetien 4980.03. 

(2) In ne e v ent shall any maHiage and family therapy 
eerperatien 1etain, at any ene time, mere than a tetal ef 15 
empley ees, veltmteers, er a eembinatien ef employees and 
~eltmteers, registered as an asseeiate marriage and fitmily therapist, 
an asseeiate p1efessienal elinieal eetmseler, er an asseeiate elinieal 
seeial "erke1. 

(3) In ne event shall any snperviser sctpe! vise, at any ene time, 
mere than a tetal efthree employees, Yelnnteers, era emnbinatien 
ef employees and velcmteers, registered as either an asseeiate 
marriage and family therapist, an asseeiate prefessienal elinieal 
eounselor, or an assoeiate elinieal soeial vtorker. A person vd.~o 

snpen ises an employee er volunteer registered as either !Ill 
asseeiate marriage and family therapist, an assoeiate prefessienal 
elinieal emmselor, er an asseeiate elinieal soeial "orker shall be 
employed full time by the mar~iage and family therapy eerperatien 
and shall be aetively engaged in perferming prefessienal serviees 
at and for the marriage and family therapy eorporation. 

(4) Employment and snpervisien vvithin a marriage and family 
therapy eerpmatien shall be sttbjeet te alllavvs and regulations 
ge·,erning experienee and snpenisien gained in a private praetiee 
setting. 

(I) In no event shall a private practice retain, at any one time, 
more than three supervisees. 

(2) In no event shall any marriage and family therapy 
corporation retain more than 15 supervisees at any one time. 

fe) 
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(d) In a setting that is not a private pntetiee, tt .. Jittenpractice: 
(1) A written oversight agreement, as specified by regulation, 

shall be executed between the supervisor and employer when the 
supervisor is not employed by the supervisee's employer or is a 
volunteer. 

(f) In any setting that is not a private plttetiee, a sttpervisor 
(2) A supervisor shall evaluate the site or sites where a trainee 

or associate will be gaining hours of experience toward lieensure 
and shall determine both of the following. to determine that the 
site or sites comply with the requirements set forth in this chapter. 

(1) That the site or sites provide experienee that is ,.ithin the 
seope ofpraetiee of a marriage and family therapist. 

(2) That the experienee is in eomplianee "ith the reqttirements 
set forth in this ehapter and regttlation. 

(g) 
(e) Alternative supervision may be arranged during a 

supervisor's vacation or sick leave if the alternative supervision 
meets the requirements in this chapter and regulation. 

SEC. 17. 
SEC. 16. Section 4980.50 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4980.50, Effuetiv·e Janttary 1, 2016, the following shall apply: 
(a) Eoery 
4980.50. (a) Every applicant who meets the educational and 

experience requirements and applies for a license as a marriage 
and family therapist shall be examined by the board. The 
examinations shall be as set forth in subdivision (d) of Section 
4980.40. The examinations shall be given at least twice a year at 
a time and place and under supervision as the board may determine. 
The board shall examine the candidate with regard to his or her 
lmowledge and professional skills and his or her judgment in the 
utilization of appropriate techniques and methods. 

(b) The board shall not deny any appliea:tt!, applicant who has 
submitted a complete application for examination, admission to 
the licensure examinations required by this section if the applicant 
meets the educational and experience requirements of this chapter, 
and has not committed any acts or engaged in any conduct that 
would constitute grounds to deny licensure. 

(c) The board shall not deny any applicant, whose application 
for licensure is complete, admission to the clinical examination, 
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Page 20 24 nor shall the board postpone or delay any applicant's clinical 
25 examination or delay informing t11e candidate of the results of the 
26 clinical examination, solely upon the receipt by the board of a 
27 complaint alleging acts or conduct that would constitute grounds 
28 to deny licensure. 
29 (d) If an applicant for examination who has passed the California 
30 law and ethics examination is the subject of a complaint or is under 
31 board investigation for acts or conduct that, if proven to be true, 
32 would constitute grounds for the board to deny licensure, the board 
33 shall permit the applicant to take the clinical examination for 
34 licensure, but may withhold the results of the examination or notifY 
35 the applicant that licensure will not be granted pending completion 
36 of the investigation. 
37 (e) Notwithstanding Section 135, tlle board may deny any 
38 applicant who has previously failed either the California law and 
39 ethics examination or the clinical examination permission to retake 
40 either examination pending completion of the investigation of any 

Page 21 1 complaints against the applicant. Nothing in this section shall 
2 prohibit the board from denying an applicant admission to any 
3 examination, withholding the results, or refusing to issue a license 
4 to any applicant when an accusation or statement of issues has 
5 been filed against the applicant pursuant to Sections 11503 and 
6 11504 of the Government Code, respectively, or the applicant has 
7 been denied in accordance with subdivision (b) of Section 485. 
8 (f) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the board may 
9 destroy all examination materials two years following the date of 

10 an examination. 
11 (g) Effective January 1, 2016, an An applicant for licensure shall 
12 not be eligible to participate in the clinical examination if he or 
13 she fails to obtain a passing score on tlle clinical examination 
14 within seven years from his or her initial attempt, unless he or she 
15 takes and obtains a passing score on the current version of tlle 
16 California law and etllics examination. 
17 (h) A passing score on the clinical examination shall be accepted 
18 by the board for a period of seven years from the date the 
19 examination was taken. 
20 (i) An applicant for licensure who has qualified pursuant to tllis 
21 chapter shall be issued a license as a marriage and family therapist 
22 in t11e form that the board deems appropriate. 
23 fjJ-This seetien shall beeome eperative en Jaftllat) 1, 2ltM-: 
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Page 21 25 SEC. 18. 
+ SEC. 17. Section 4980.78 of the Business and Professions Code 

26 is amended to read: 
27 4980.78. (a) This section applies to persons who apply for 
28 licensure or registration en er after January 1, 2016, and who do 
29 not hold a license as described in Section 4980.72. 
30 (b) For purposes of Section 4980.74, education is substantially 
31 equivalent if aU of the following requirements are met: 
32 (I) The degree is obtained from a school, college, or university 
33 accredited by a regional or national institutional accrediting agency 
34 that is recognized by the United States Department of Education 
35 and consists of, at a minimum, the folJowing: 
36 (A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within 
37 the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4980.36, the 
3 8 degree shall contain no less than 60 semester or 90 quarter units 
39 of instruction. 

Page 22 I (ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter m1its of instruction may be 
2 remediated, if missing from the degree. The remediation may occur 
3 while the applicant is registered as an associate. 
4 (B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the 
5 timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4980.37, the 
6 degree shall contain no less than 48 semester units or 72 quarter 
7 units of instruction. 
8 (C) Six semester or nine quarter units ofpracticum, including, 
9 but not limited to, a minimum of 150 hours of face-to-face 

I 0 experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups, 
11 and an additional 75 hours of either face-to-face experience 
12 counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups or client 
13 centered advocacy, or a combination of face-to-face experience 
14 counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups and client 
15 centered advocacy. 
16 (D) Twelve semester or 18 quarter units in the areas of marriage, 
17 family, and child counseling and marital and family systems 
18 approaches to treatment, as specified in subparagraph (A) of 
19 paragraph (I) of subdivision (d) of Section 4980.36. 
20 (2) The applicant shall complete coursework in California law 
21 and ethics as follows: 
22 (A) An applicant who completed a course in law and 
23 professional ethics for marriage and family therapists as specified 
24 in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) ofSection4980.81, that did not 
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Page 22 25 contain instruction in California law and ethics, shall complete an 
26 18-hour course in California law and professional ethics. The 
27 content of the course shall include, but not be limited to, 
28 advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of 
29 minors, confidentiality, dangerous patients, psychotherapist-patient 
30 privilege, recordkeeping, patient access to records, state and federal 
31 laws relating to confidentiality of patient health information, dual 
32 relationships, child abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online 
33 therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil liability, disciplinary 
34 actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical 
35 standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family 
36 law, therapist disclosures to patients, differences in legal and ethical 
37 standards in different types of work settings, and licensing law 
38 and licensing process. This coursework shall be completed prior 
39 to registration as an associate. 

Page 23 1 (B) An applicant who has not completed a course in law and 
2 professional ethics for marriage and family therapists as specified 
3 in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81 shall 
4 complete this required coursework. The coursework shall contain 
5 content specific to California law and ethics. This coursework shall 
6 be completed prior to registration as an associate. 
7 (3) The applicant completes the educational requirements 
8 specified in Section 4980.81 not already completed in his or her 
9 education. The coursework may be from an accredited school, 

10 college, or university as specified in paragraph ( 1 ), from an 
11 educational institution approved by the Bureau for Private 
12 Postsecondary Education, or from a continuing education provider 
13 that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4980.54. 
14 Undergraduate courses shall not satisfy this requirement. 
15 (4) The applicant completes the following coursework not 
16 already completed in his or her education from an accredited 
17 school, college, or university as specified in paragraph (1) from 
18 an educational institution approved by the Bureau for Private 
19 Postsecondary Education, or from a continuing education provider 
20 that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4980.54. 
21 Undergraduate courses shall not satisfy this requirement. 
22 (A) At least three semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction 
23 regarding the principles of mental health recove1y-oriented care 
24 and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice 
25 environments, including stmctured meetings with various 
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Page 23 26 consumers and family members of consumers of mental health 
27 services to enhance understanding of their experience of mental 
28 illness, treatment, and recovery. 
29 (B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that 
3 0 includes an understanding of various California cultures and the 
31 social and psychological implications of socioeconomic position. 
32 (5) An applicant may complete any units and course content 
33 requirements required under paragraphs (3) and ( 4) not already 
34 completed in his or her education while registered as an associate, 
35 unless otherwise specified. 
36 (6) The applicant's degree title need not be identical to that 
37 required by subdivision (b) of Section 4980.36. 
39 SEC. 19. 
+ SEC. 18. Section 4980.79 of the Business and Professions Code 

40 is amended to read: 
Page 24 1 4980.79. (a) This section applies to persons who apply for 

2 lieenstue or regis!ntlion on or afterJanttttty I, 2016, and who hold 
3 a license as described in Section 4980.72. 
4 (b) For purposes ofSection4980.72, education is substantially 
5 equivalent if all of the following requirements are met: 
6 (1) The degree is obtained from a school, college, or university 
7 accredited by a regional or national institutional accrediting agency 
8 recognized by the United States Department of Education and 
9 consists of, at a minimum, the following: 

10 (A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within 
11 the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4980.36, the 
12 degree shall contain no less than 60 semester or 90 quarter units 
13 of instruction. 
14 (ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be 
15 remediated, if missing from the degree. The remediation may occur 
16 while the applicant is registered as an associate. 
17 (B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the 
18 timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4980.37, the 
19 degree shall contain no less than 48 semester or 72 quarter units 
20 of instruction. 
21 (C) Six semester or nine quarter units of practicum, including, 
22 but not limited to, a minimum of 150 hours of face-to-face 
23 experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups, 
24 and an additional 75 hours of either face-to-face experience 
25 counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups or client 
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Page 24 26 centered advocacy, or a combination of face-to-face experience 
27 counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups and client 
28 centered advocacy. 
29 (i) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for at least 
30 two years in clinical practice, as verified by the board, is exempt 
31 from this requirement. 
32 (ii) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for less 
33 than two years in clinical practice, as verified by the board, who 
34 does not meet the practicum requirement, shall remediate it by 
35 obtaining 150 hours of face-to-face experience counseling 
36 individuals, couples, families, or groups, and an additional 75 
3 7 hours of either face-to-face experience counseling individuals, 
38 couples, families, or groups or client centered advocacy, or a 
39 combination of face-to-face experience counseling individuals, 
40 couples, families, or groups and client centered advocacy. These 

Page 25 1 hours are in addition to the 3,000 hours of experience required by 
2 this chapter, and shall be gained while registered as an associate. 
3 (D) Twelve semester or 18 quarter units in the areas of marriage, 
4 family, a11d child counseling and marital and family systems 
5 approaches to treatment, as specified in subparagraph (A) of 
6 paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 4980.36. 
7 (2) An applicant shall complete coursework in California law 
8 and ethics as follows: 
9 (A) An applicant who completed a course in law and 

10 professional ethics for marriage and family therapists as specified 
11 in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81 that did not 
12 include instruction in California law and ethics, shall complete ar1 
13 18-hour course in California law and professional ethics. The 
14 content of the course shall include, but not be limited to, 
15 advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of 
16 minors, confidentiality, dangerous patients, psychotherapist-patient 
17 privilege, recordkeeping, patient access to records, state and federal 
18 laws relating to confidentiality of patient health information, dual 
19 relationships, child abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online 
20 therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil liability, disciplinary 
21 actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical 
22 standards, termination of therapy, stmdards of care, relevant family 
23 law, therapist disclosures to patients, differences in legal and ethical 
24 standards in different types of work settings, and licensing law 
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Page 25 25 and licensing process. This coursework shall be completed prior 
26 to registration as an associate. 
27 (B) An applicant who has not completed a course in law and 
28 professional ethics for marriage and family therapists as specified 
29 in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81 shall 
30 complete this required coursework. The coursework shall include 
31 content specific to California law and ethics. An applicant shall 
32 complete this coursework prior to registration as an associate. 
33 (3) The applicant completes the educational requirements 
34 specified in Section 4980.81 not already completed in his or her 
3 5 education. The coursework may be from an accredited school, 
36 college, or university as specified in paragraph (1 ), from an 
3 7 educational institution approved by the Bureau for Private 
3 8 Postsecondary Education, or from a continuing education provider 
39 that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4980.54. 
40 Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy this requirement. 

Page 26 l ( 4) The applicant completes the following coursework not 
2 already completed in his or her education from an accredited 
3 school, college, or university as specified in paragraph (1) above, 
4 from an educational institution approved by the Bureau for Private 
5 Postsecondary Education, or from a continuing education provider 
6 that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4980.54. 
7 Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy this requirement. 
8 (A) At least three semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction 
9 pertaining to the principles of mental health recovery-oriented care 

10 and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice 
11 environments, including structured meetings with various 
12 consumers and family members of consumers of mental health 
13 services to enhance understanding of their experience of mental 
14 illness, treatment, and recovery. 
15 (B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that 
16 includes an understanding of various California cultures and the 
17 social and psychological implications of socioeconomic position. 
18 (5) An applicant's degree title need not be identical to that 
19 required by subdivision (b) of Section 4980.36. 
20 ( 6) An applicant may complete any units and course content 
21 requirements required under paragraphs (3) and (4) not already 
22 completed in his or her education while registered as an associate, 
23 unless otherwise specified. 
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SEC. 20. 
SEC. 19. Section 4982 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4982. The board may deny a license or registration or may 

suspend or revoke tl1e license or registration of a licensee or 
registrant if he or she has been guilty of unprofessional conduct. 
Unprofessional conduct includes, but is not limited to, the 
following: 

(a) The conviction of a crime substantially related to fue 
qualifications, functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant under 
this chapter. The record of conviction shall be conclusive evidence 
only of the fact fuat fue conviction occurred. The board may inquire 
into fue circumstances surrounding fue commission of the crime 
in order to fix the degree of discipline or to determine if fue 
conviction is substantially related to the qualifications, functions, 
or duties of a licensee or registrant under fuis chapter. A plea or 
verdict of gnilty or a conviction following a plea of nolo contendere 
made to a charge substantially related to fue qualifications, 
functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant under this chapter 
shall be deemed to be a conviction wifuin the meaning of fuis 
section. The board may order any license or registration suspended 
or revoked, or may decline to issue a license or registration when 
the time for appeal has elapsed, or the judgment of conviction has 
been affirmed on appeal, or, when an order granting probation is 
made suspending the imposition of sentence, irrespective of a 
subsequent order under Section 1203.4 of the Penal Code allowing 
the person to withdraw a plea of gnilty and enter a plea of not 
guilty, or setting aside the verdict of guilty, or dismissing the 
accusation, information, or indictment. 

(b) Securing a license or registration by fraud, deceit, or 
misrepresentation on any application for licensure or registration 
submitted to the board, whether engaged in by an applicant for a 
license or registration, or by a licensee in support of any application 
for licensure or registration. 

(c) Administering to himself or herself any controlled substance 
or using of any of the dangerous drugs specified in Section 4022, 
or of any alcoholic beverage to the extent, or in a manner, as to be 
dangerous or injurious to the person applying for a registration or 
license or holding a registration or license under this chapter, or 
to any other person, or to the public, or, to the extent fuat the use 
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Page 27 24 impairs the ability of the person applying for or holding a 
25 registration or license to conduct with safety to the public the 
26 practice authorized by the registration or license. The board shall 
27 deny an application for a registration or license or revoke the 
28 license or registration of any person, other than one who is licensed 
29 as a physician and surgeon, who uses or offers to use drugs in the 
30 course of performing marriage and family therapy services. 
31 (d) Gross negligence or incompetence in the performance of 
32 marriage and family therapy. 
33 (e) Violating, attempting to violate, or conspiring to violate any 
34 of the provisions of this chapter or any regulation adopted by the 
35 board. 
36 (f) Misrepresentation as to the type or status of a license or 
3 7 registration held by the person, or otherwise misrepresenting or 
38 permitting misrepresentation of his or her education, professional 
39 qualifications, or professional affiliations to any person or entity. 

Page 28 I (g) Impersonation of another by any licensee, registrant, or 
2 applicant for a license or registration, or, in the case of a licensee, 
3 allowing any other person to use his or her license or registration. 
4 (h) Aiding or abetting, or employing, directly or indirectly, any 
5 unlicensed or unregistered person to engage in conduct for which 
6 a license or registration is required Ullder this chapter. 
7 (i) Intentionally or recklessly causing physical or emotional 
8 harm to any client. 
9 G) The commission of any dishonest, corrupt, or fraudulent act 

I 0 substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a 
II licensee or registrant. 
12 (k) Engaging in sexual relations with a client, or a former client 
13 within two years following termination of therapy, soliciting sexual 
14 relations with a client, or committing an act of sexual abuse, or 
15 sexual misconduct with a client, or committing an act punishable 
16 as a sexually related crime, if that act or solicitation is substantially 
17 related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a marriage and 
18 family therapist. 
19 (l) Performing, or holding oneself out as being able to perform, 
20 or offering to perform, or permitting any trainee, registered 
21 associate, or applicant for licensure under supervision to perform, 
22 any professional services beyond the scope of the license authorized 
23 by this chapter. 
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Page 28 24 (m) Failure to maintain confidentiality, except as otherwise 
25 required or permitted by law, of all information that has been 
26 received from a client in confidence during the course of treatment 
27 and all information about the client that is obtained from tests or 
28 other means. 
29 (n) Prior to the commencement of treatment, failing to disclose 
30 to the client or prospective client the fee to be charged for the 
31 professional services, or the basis upon which that fee will be 
32 computed. 
33 ( o) Paying, accepting, or soliciting any consideration, 
34 compensation, or remuneration, whether monetary or otherwise, 
3 5 for the referral of professional clients. All consideration, 
36 compensation, or remuneration shall be in relation to professional 
37 counseling services actually provided by the licensee. Nothing in 
3 8 this subdivision shall prevent collaboration among two or more 
39 licensees in a case or cases. However, no fee shall be charged for 

Page 29 1 that collaboration, except when disclosure ofthe fee has been made 
2 in compliance with subdivision (n). 
3 (p) Advertising in a manner that is false, fraudulent, misleading, 
4 or deceptive, as defined in Section 651. 
5 (q) Reproduction or description in public, or in any publication 
6 subject to general public distribution, of any psychological test or 
7 other assessment device, the value of which depends in whole or 
8 in part on the naivete of the subject, in ways that might invalidate 
9 the test or device. 

10 (r) Any conduct in the supervision of any registered associate, 
11 trainee, or applicant for licensure by any licensee that violates 
12 this chapter or any rules or regulations adopted by the board. 
14 (s) Performing or holding oneself out as being able to perform 
15 prefessienal mental health services beyond the scope of one's 
16 competence, as established by one's education, training, or 
17 experience. This subdivision shall not be construed to expand the 
18 scope of the license authorized by this chapter. 
19 (t) Permitting a trainee, registered associate, or applicant for 
20 licensure under one's supervision or control to perform, or 
21 permitting the trainee, registered associate, or applicant for 
22 licensure to hold himself or herself out as competent to perform, 
23 prefessienal mental health services beyond the trainee's, registered 
24 associate's, or applicant's applicant for licensure's level of 
25 education, training, or experience. 
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Page 29 26 (u) The violation of any statute or regulation governing the 
27 gaining and supervision of experience required by this chapter. 
28 (v) Failure to keep records consistent with sound clinical 
29 judgment, the standards of the profession, and the nature of the 
30 services being rendered. 
31 (w) Failure to comply with the child abuse reporting 
32 requirements of Section 11166 of the Penal Code. 
33 (x) Failure to comply with the elder and dependent adult abuse 
34 reporting requirements of Section 15630 of the Welfare and 
3 5 Institutions Code. 
36 (y) Willful violation of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 
37 123100) of Part 1 of Division 106 of the Health and Safety Code. 
38 (z) Failure to comply with Section 2290.5. 
39 (aa) (1) EngaginginanactdescribedinSection261,286,288a, 
40 or 289 of the Penal Code with a minor or an act described in 

Page 30 1 Section 288 or 288.5 of the Penal Code regardless of whether the 
2 act occurred prior to or after the time the registration or license 
3 was issued by the board. An act described in this subdivision 
4 occurring prior to the effective date of this subdivision shall 
5 constitute unprofessional conduct and shall subject the licensee to 
6 refusal, suspension, or revocation of a license under this section. 
7 (2) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that protection of 
8 the public, and in particular minors, from sexual misconduct by a 
9 licensee is a compelling governmental interest, and that the ability 

10 to suspend or revoke a license for sexual conduct with a minor 
11 occurring prior to the effective date of this section is equally 
12 important to protecting the public as is the ability to refuse a license 
13 for sexual conduct with a minor occurring prior to the effective 
14 date of this section. 
15 ( ab) Engaging in any conduct that subverts or attempts to subvert 
16 any licensing examination or the administration of m1 examination 
17 as described in Section 123. 
19 SEC. 21. 
+ SEC. 20. Section 4982.15 of the Business and Professions Code 

20 is amended to read: 
21 4982.15. (a) The board may place a license or registration on 
22 probation under the following circumstances: 
23 (1) In lieu of, or in addition to, any order of the board suspending 
24 or revoking the license or registration of any licensee or associate. 
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(2) Upon the issuance of a license to an individual who has been 
guilty of unprofessional conduct, but who had otherwise completed 
all education and training and experience required for licensure. 

(3) As a condition upon the reissuance or reinstatement of any 
license that has been suspended or revoked by the board. 

(b) The board may adopt regulations establishing a monitoring 
program to ensure compliance with any terms or conditions of 
probation imposed by the board pursuant to subdivision (a). The 
cost of probation or monitoring may be ordered to be paid by the 
licensee, registrant, or applicant. 

(c) The board, in its discretion, may require any licensee or 
registrant who has been placed on probation, or whose license or 
registration has been suspended, to obtain additional professional 
training, and to pass an examination upon completion of that 
training, and to pay any necessary examination fee. The 
examination may be written, oral, or a practical or clinical 
examination. 

SEC. 22. 
SEC. 21. Section 4984.01 ofthe Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4984.01. (a) The associate marriage and family therapist 

registration shall expire one year from the last day of the month 
in which it was issued. 

(b) To renew the registration, the registrant shall, on or before 
the expiration date of the registration, complete all ofthe following 
actions: 

(1) Apply for renewal on a form prescribed by the board. 
(2) Pay a renewal fee prescribed by the board. 
(3) Participate in the California law and ethics examination 

pursuant to Section4980.399 each year until successful completion 
of this examination. 

( 4) Notify the board whether he or she has been convicted, as 
defined in Section 490, of a misdemeanor or felony, and whether 
any disciplinary action has been taken against him or her by a 
regulatory or licensing board in this or any other state subsequent 
to the last renewal of the registration. 

(c) The registration may be renewed a maximum of five times. 
No registration shall be renewed or reinstated beyond six years 
from the last day of the month during which it was issued, 
regardless of whether it has been revoked. When no further 
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Page 31 26 renewals are possible, an applicant may apply for and obtain a 
27 subsequent associate registration number if the applicant meets 
28 the educational requirements for registration in effect at the time 
29 of the application for a subsequent associate registration number 
30 and has passed the California law and ethics examination described 
31 in Section 4980.399. An applicant who is issued a subsequent 
32 associate registration number pursuant to this subdivision shall 
33 not be employed or volunteer in a private practice. 
34 (d) This section shall become opetalive on htntlttl) I, 2016. 
36 SEC. 23. 
+ SEC. 22. Section 4984.7 of the Business and Professions Code 

37 is amended to read: 
38 4984.7. (a) The board shall assess the following fees relating 
39 to the licensure of marriage and family therapists: 

Page 32 1 (1) The application fee for an associate registration shall be 
2 seventy-five dollars ($75). 
3 (2) The renewal fee for an associate registration shall be 
4 seventy-five dollars ($75). 
5 (3) The fee for the application for examination eligibility shall 
6 be one hundred dollars ($1 00). 
7 (4) The fee for the clinical examination shall be one hundred 
8 dollars ($100). The fee for the California law and ethics 
9 examination shall be one hundred dollars ($100). 

10 (A) An applicant who fails to appear for an examination, after 
11 having been scheduled to take the examination, shall forfeit the 
12 examination fee. 
13 (B) The amount of the examination fees shall be based on the 
14 actual cost to the board of developing, purchasing, and grading 
15 each examination and the actual cost to the board of administering 
16 each examination. The examination fees shall be adjusted 
17 periodically by regulation to reflect the actual costs incurred by 
18 the board. 
19 ( 5) The fee for rescoring an examination shall be twenty dollars 
20 ($20). 
21 ( 6) The fee for issuance of an initial license shall be a maximum 
22 of one hundred eighty dollars ($180). 
23 (7) The fee for license renewal shall be a maximum of one 
24 hundred eigbty dollars ($180). 
25 (8) The fee for inactive license renewal shall be a maximum of 
26 ninety dollars ($90). 
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(9) The renewal delinquency fee shall be a maximum of ninety 
dollars ($90). A person who permits his or her license to expire is 
snbject to the delinquency fee. 

(1 0) The fee for issuance of a replacement registration, license, 
or certificate shall be twenty dollars ($20). 

(11) The fee for issuance of a certificate or letter of good 
standing shall be twenty-five dollars ($25). 

(12) The fee for issuance of a retired license shall be forty dollars 
($40). 

(b) With regard to license, examination, and other fees, the 
board shall establish fee amounts at or below the maximum 
amounts specified in this chapter. 

(e) This seetion shall beeome operative Oft Jaftttary 1, 2016. 
SEC. 24. 
SEC. 23. Section 4992.05 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4992.05. (a) Effective January 1, 2016, a A registrant or an 

applicant for licensure as a clinical social worker shall pass the 
following two examinations as prescribed by the board: 

(l) A California Jaw and ethics examination. 
(2) A clinical examination. 
(b) Upon registration with the board, an associate clinical social 

worker registrant shall, within the first year of registration, take 
an examination on California law and ethics. 

(c) A registrant or an applicant for licensure may take the clinical 
examination only upon meeting all of the following requirements: 

(1) Completion of all education requirements. 
(2) Passage of the California law and ethics examination. 
(3) Completion of all required supervised work experience. 
(d) This seetion slrall beeome operative oft Janttaty 1, 2016. 
SEC. 25. 
SEC. 24. Section 4992.09 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4992.09. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 

4992.07, an applicant and registrant shall obtain a passing score 
on a board-administered California law and ethics examination in 
order to qualify for licensure. 

(b) A registrant shall participate in a board-administered 
California law and ethics examination prior to his or her registration 
renewal. 
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(e) Ne>twithstaneling sttbelhisie>n (b), an applieant whe> he>lels a 
registratie>n eligible for renewal, vdth an expiratie>n elate no later 
than June 30, 2016, and w he> applies for renewal e>fthat registratie>n 
between Jaffilary I, 2016, and Jtme 30,2016, shall, if eligible, be 
alle> w eel te> renew the registration "ithe>nt first participating in the 
Califurnia Ia.. and ethies examinatie>n. These applieants shall 
participate in the Califumia law and ethies examination in the next 
renewal eyele, and shaH pass the examinatie>n ptie>t te> lieensure or 
issnanee e>f a snbseq-uent tegistration number, as specified in this 
seetie>n. 

(el) 
(c) If an applicant fails the California law and ethics 

examination, he or she may retake the examination, upon payment 
of the required fees, without further application except for as 
provided in subdivision# (d). 

fe} 
(d) If a registrant fails to obtain a passing score on the California 

law and ethics examination deset·ibeel in sttbelh·isie>n (a) within his 
or her renewal period on or after the operative date of this section, 
he or she shall complete, at a minimum, a 12-hour course in 
California law and ethics in order to be eligible to participate in 
the California law and ethics examination. Registrants shall only 
take the 12-hour California law and ethics course once during a 
renewal period. The 12-hour law and ethics course required by 
this section shall be taken through a continuing education provider, 
as specified by the board by regulation, a county, state or 
governmental entity, or a college or university. 

0'} 
(e) The board shall not issue a subsequent registration number 

unless the applicant has passed the California law and ethics 
examination. 

(g) Ne>hvithstaneling subdivision (f), an applieant whe> lmlels m 
has held a registration, with an expiration date no latet· tban Jatmary 
I, 2017, and whe> applies fm a snbsequent tegistratie>ll lltlmber 
between January 1, 2016, a1tel Jannary I, 2017, shall, if eligible, 
be allowed to obtain the snbseq-uent registration nnmber withe>ut 
first passing ~he California law and ethies examination. These 
applicants shall pass the Califumia Ia w and etbies examination 
elm·illg tbe llext renewal perie>el m prim te> lieensnre, whiehevei 
oeenrs first. 
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Page 34 24 
26 

(h) This seetien shall beeerne eperative en Jtttmttry 1, 2016. 
SEC. 26. 

+ SEC. 25. Section 4992.3 of the Business and Professions Code 
27 is amended to read: 
28 4992.3. The board may deny a license or a registration, or may 
29 suspend or revoke the license or registration of a licensee or 
30 registrant if he or she has been guilty of unprofessional conduct. 
31 Unprofessional conduct includes, but is not limited to, the 
32 following: 
33 (a) The conviction of a crime substantially related to the 
34 qualifications, functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant under 
35 this chapter. The record of conviction shall be conclusive evidence 
36 only of the fact that the conviction occurred. The board may inquire 
37 into the circumstances surrounding the commission of the crime 
38 in order to fix the degree of discipline or to determine if the 
39 conviction is substantially related to the qualifications, functions, 
40 or duties of a licensee or registrant under this chapter. A plea or 

Page 35 I verdict of guilty or a conviction following a plea of nolo contendere 
2 made to a charge substantially related to the qualifications, 
3 functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant under this chapter 
4 is a conviction within the meaning of this section. The board may 
5 order any license or registration suspended or revoked, or may 
6 decline to issue a license or registration when the time for appeal 
7 has elapsed, or the judgment of conviction has been affirmed on 
8 appeal, or, when an order granting probation is made suspending 
9 the imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent order under 

10 Section 1203.4 of the Penal Code allowing the person to withdraw 
11 a plea of guilty and enter a plea of not guilty, or setting aside the 
12 verdict of guilty, or dismissing the accusation, information, or 
13 indictment. 
14 (b) Securing a license or registration by fraud, deceit, or 
15 misrepresentation on any application for licensure or registration 
16 submitted to the board, whether engaged in by an applicant for a 
17 license or registration, or by a licensee in support of any application 
18 for licensure or registration. 
19 (c) Administering to himself or herself any controlled substance 
20 or using any of the dangerous drugs specified in Section 4022 or 
21 any alcoholic beverage to the extent, or in a manner, as to be 
22 dangerous or injurious to the person applying for a registration or 
23 license or holding a registration or license under this chapter, or 
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to any other person, or to the public, or, to the extent that the use 
impairs the ability of the person applying for or holding a 
registration or license to conduct with safety to the public the 
practice authorized by the registration or license. The board shall 
deny an application for a registration or license or revoke the 
license or registration of any person who uses or offers to use drugs 
in the course of performing clinical social work. This provision 
does not apply to any person also licensed as a physician and 
surgeon under Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 2000) or the 
Osteopathic Act who lawfully prescribes drugs to a patient under 
his or her care. 

(d) Incompetence in the performance of clinical social work. 
(e) An act or omission that falls sufficiently below the standard 

of conduct of the profession as to constitute an act of gross 
negligence. 

(f) Violating, attempting to violate, or conspiring to violate this 
chapter or any regulation adopted by the board. 

(g) Misrepresentation as to the type or status of a license or 
registration held by the person, or otherwise misrepresenting or 
permitting misrepresentation of his or her education, professional 
qualifications, or professional affiliations to any person or entity. 
For purposes of this subdivision, this misrepresentation includes, 
but is not limited to, misrepresentation of the person's 
qualifications as an adoption service provider pursuant to Section 
8502 of the Family Code. 

(h) Impersonation of another by any licensee, registrant, or 
applicant for a license or registration, or, in the case of a licensee, 
allowing any other person to use his or her license or registration. 

(i) Aiding or abetting abetting, or employing, directly or 
indirectly, any unlicensed or unregistered person to engage in 
conduct for which a license or registration is required under this 
chapter. 

(j) Intentionally or recklessly causing physical or emotional 
harm to any client. 

(k) The commission of any dishonest, corrupt, or fraudulent act 
substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a 
licensee or registrant. 

(T) Engaging in sexual relations with a client or with a former 
client within two years from the termination date of therapy with 
the client, soliciting sexual relations with a client, or committing 
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an act of sexual abuse, or sexual misconduct with a client, or 
committing an act punishable as a sexually related crime, if that 
act or solicitation is substantially related to the qualifications, 
functions, or duties of a clinical social worker. 

(m) Performing, or holding oneself out as being able to perform, 
or offering to perform or permitting, any registered associate, 
trainee, or applicant for licensure under supervision to perform 
any professional services beyond the scope of the license authorized 
by this chapter. 

(n) Failure to maintain confidentiality, except as otherwise 
required or permitted by law, of all information that has been 
received from a client in confidence during the course of treatment 
and all information about the client that is obtained from tests or 
other means. 

( o) Prior to the commencement of treatment, failing to disclose 
to the client or prospective client the fee to be charged for the 
professional services, or the basis upon which that fee will be 
computed. 

(p) Paying, accepting, or soliciting any consideration, 
compensation, or remuneration, whether monetary or otherwise, 
for the referral of professional clients. All consideration, 
compensation, or remuneration shall be in relation to professional 
cotmseling services actually provided by the licensee. Nothing in 
this subdivision shall prevent collaboration among two or more 
licensees in a case or cases. However, no fee shall be charged for 
that collaboration, except when disclosure of the fee has been made 
in compliance with subdivision ( o ). 

( q) Advertising in a manner that is false, fraudulent, misleading, 
or deceptive, as defined in Section 651. 

(r) Reproduction or description in public, or in any publication 
subject to general public distribution, of any psychological test or 
other assessment device, the value of which depends in whole or 
in part on the naivete of the subject, in ways that might invalidate 
the test or device. A licensee shall limit access to that test or device 
to persons with professional interest who are expected to safeguard 
its use. 

(s) Any conduct in the supervision of any registered assoeiate 
el:iaieal soeia1 "orkei, asstleiate, tlf trainee by tl:ft)' lieeJtsee 
associate, trainee, or applicant for licensure by any licensee that 

98 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

RN 17 19690 19 
09/11/17 09:11AM 
SUBSTANTIVE 

Amendment 152 

Amendment 153 

RN 17 19690 19 09/11/17 61



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
AB93 -44-

Page 37 21 violates this chapter or any rules or regulations adopted by the 
22 board. 
23 (t) Performing or holding oneself out as being able to perform 
24 prefussienal mental health services beyond the scope of one's 
25 competence, as established by one's education, training, or 
26 experience. This subdivision shall not be construed to expand the 
27 scope of the license authorized by this chapter. 
28 (u) Permitting an applicant for licensure, trainee, or registrant 
29 under one's supervision or control to perform, or permitting the 
30 supervisee to hold himself or herself out as competent to perform, 
31 prefussienal mental health services beyond the supervisee's level 
32 of education, training, or experience. 
33 (v) The violation of any law tli regulation governing the gaining 
34 or supervision of experience required by this chapter. 
35 (w) Failure to keep records consistent with sound clinical 
36 judgment, the standards of the profession, and the nature of the 
3 7 services being rendered. 
38 (x) Failure to comply with the child abuse reporting 
39 requirements of Sectionlll66 of the Penal Code. 

Page 38 1 (y) Failure to comply with the elder and dependent adult abuse 
2 reporting requirements of Section 15630 of the Welfare and 
3 Institutions Code. 
4 (z) Willful violation of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 
5 1231 00) of Part 1 of Division 106 of the Health and Safety Code. 
6 (aa) Failure to comply with Section 2290.5. 
7 (ab) (1) EngaginginanactdescribedinSection261,286,288a, 
8 or 289 of the Penal Code with a minor or an act described in 
9 Section 288 or 288.5 of the Penal Code regardless of whether the 

10 act occurred prior to or after the time the registration or license 
11 was issued by the board. An act described in this subdivision 
12 occulTing prior to the effective date of this subdivision shall 
13 constitute unprofessional conduct and shall subject the licensee to 
14 refusal, suspension, or revocation of a license under this section. 
15 (2) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that protection of 
16 the public, and in particular minors, from sexual misconduct by a 
17 licensee is a compelling governmental interest, and that the ability 
18 to suspend or revoke a license for sexual conduct with a minor 
19 occurring prior to the effective date of this section is equally 
20 impmiant to protecting the public as is the ability to refuse a license 
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for sexual conduct with a minor occurring prior to the effective 
date of this section. 

( ac) Engaging in any conduct that subverts or attempts to subvert 
any licensing examination or the administration ofthe examination 
as described in Section 123. 

SEC. 27. 
SEC. 26. Section 4996.17 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4996.17. (a) (1) Experience gained outside of California shall 

be accepted toward the licensure requirements if it is substantially 
the equivalent of the requirements of this chapter. 

(2) Cemmeneing Jttnt~ary 1, 2014, tm An applicant with 
education gained outside of California shall complete an 18-hour 
course in California law and professional ethics. The content of 
the course shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 
advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of 
minors, confidentiality, dangerous patients, psychotherapist-patient 
privilege, recordkeeping, patient access to records, state and federal 
laws related to confidentiality of patient health information, dual 
relationships, child abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online 
therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil liability, disciplinary 
actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical 
standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family 
law, therapist disclosures to patients, differences in legal and ethical 
standards in different types of work settings, and licensing law 
and process. 

(b) The board may issue a license to any person who, at the time 
of application, holds a valid active clinical social work license 
issued by a board of clinical social work examiners or 
co!Tesponding authority of any state, if the person passes, or has 
passed, the licensing examinations as specified in Section4996.1 
and pays the required fees. Issuance of the license is conditioned 
upon all of the following: 

(1) The applicant has supervised experience that is substantially 
the equivalent of that required by this chapter. If the applicant has 
less than 3,000 hours of qualifying supervised experience, time 
actively licensed as a clinical social worker shall be accepted at a 
rate of I 00 hours per month up to a maximum of 1,200 hours. 

(2) Completion of the following coursework or training in or 
out of this state: 
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Page 39 21 (A) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework 
22 in child abuse assessment and reporting as specified in Section 28, 
23 and any regulations promulgated thereunder. 
24 (B) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training or coursework 
25 in human sexuality as specified in Section 25, and any regulations 
26 promulgated thereunder. 
27 (C) A minimum of 15 contact hours of training or coursework 
28 in alcoholism and other chemical substance dependency, as 
29 specified by regulation. 
30 (D) A minimum of 15 contact hours of coursework or training 
31 in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention 
32 strategies. 
33 (3) CBmmeneing Jannary I, 2014, em'l'lpletiBn Completion of 
34 an 18-hour course in California law and professional ethics. The 
35 content of the course shall include, but not be limited to, the 
3 6 following: advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, 
37 treatment of minors, confidentiality, dangerous patients, 
3 8 psychotherapist-patient privilege, recordkeeping, patient access 
39 to records, state and federal laws related to confidentiality of patient 
40 health information, dual relationships, child abuse, elder and 

Page 40 1 dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, 
2 civil liability, disciplinary actions and unprofessional conduct, 
3 ethics complaints and ethical standards, termination of therapy, 
4 standards of care, relevant family law, therapist disclosures to 
5 patients, differences in legal and ethical standards in different types 
6 of work settings, and licensing law and process. 
7 ( 4) The applicant's license is not suspended, revoked, restricted, 
8 sanctioned, or voluntarily surrendered in any state. 
9 (5) The applicant is not currently under investigation in any 

10 other state, and has not been charged with an offense for any act 
11 substantially related to the practice of social work by any public 
12 agency, entered into any consent agreement or been subject to an 
13 administrative decision that contains conditions placed by an 
14 agency upon an applicant's professional conduct or practice, 
15 including any voluntary surrender of license, or been the subject 
16 of an adverse judgment resulting from the practice of social work 
17 that the board determines constitutes evidence of a pattern of 
18 incompetence or negligence. 
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Page 40 19 (6) The applicant shall provide a certification from each state 
20 where he or she holds a license pertaining to licensure, disciplinary 
21 action, and complaints pending. 
22 (7) The applicant is not subject to denial of licensure under 
23 Section 480, 4992.3, 4992.35, or 4992.36. 
24 (c) The board may issue a license to any person who, at the time 
25 of application, holds a valid, active clinical social work license 
26 issued by a board of clinical social work examiners or a 
27 corresponding authority of any state, if the person has held that 
28 license for at least four years immediately preceding the date of 
29 application, the person passes, or has passed, the licensing 
30 examinations as specified in Section 4996.1, and the person pays 
31 the required fees. Issuance of the license is conditioned upon all 
32 of the following: 
33 (1) Completion of the following coursework or training in or 
34 out of state: 
35 (A) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework 
36 in child abuse assessment and reporting as specified in Section 28, 
3 7 and any regulations promulgated theretmder. 
38 (B) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training or coursework 
39 in human sexuality as specified in Section 25, and any regulations 
40 promulgated thereunder. 

Page 41 I (C) A minimum of 15 contact hours of training or comsework 
2 in alcoholism and other chemical substance dependency, as 
3 specified by regulation. 
4 (D) A minimum of 15 contact hours of coursework or training 
5 in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention 
6 strategies. 
7 (2) Commencing JMtta:ry I, 2014, eomple'.ion Completion of 
8 an 18-hour course in California law and professional ethics. The 
9 content of the course shall include, but not be limited to, the 

10 following: advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, 
11 treatment of minors, confidentiality, dangerous patients, 
12 psychotherapist-patient privilege, recordkeeping, patient access 
13 to records, state and federal laws related to confidentiality of patient 
14 health information, dual relationships, child abuse, elder and 
15 dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, 
16 civil liability, disciplinary actions and unprofessional conduct, 
17 ethics complaints and ethical standards, termination of therapy, 
18 standards of care, relevant family law, therapist disclosures to 
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Page 41 19 patients, differences in legal and ethical standards in different types 
20 of work settings, and licensing law and process. 
21 (3) The applicant has been licensed as a clinical social worker 
22 continuously for a minimum of four years prior to the date of 
23 application. 
24 ( 4) The applicant's license is not suspended, revoked, restricted, 
25 sanctioned, or voluntarily surrendered in any state. 
26 ( 5) The applicant is not currently under investigation in any 
27 other state, and has not been charged with an offense for any act 
28 substantially related to the practice of social work by any public 
29 agency, entered into any consent agreement or been subj eel to an 
30 administrative decision that contains conditions placed by an 
31 agency upon an applicant's professional conduct or practice, 
32 including any voluntary surrender of license, or been the subject 
3 3 of an adverse judgment resulting from the practice of social work 
34 that the board determines constitutes evidence of a pattern of 
3 5 incompetence or negligence. 
3 6 ( 6) The applicant provides a certification from each state where 
37 he or she holds a license pertaining to licensure, disciplinary action, 
38 and complaints pending. 
39 (7) The applicant is not subject to denial of licensure under 
40 Section 480, 4992.3, 4992.35, or 4992.36. 

Page 42 1 (d) Commefteing January 1, 2016, an An applicant who obtained 
2 his or her license or registration under another jurisdiction may 
3 apply for licensure with the board without taking the clinical 
4 examination specified in Section 4996.1 if the applicant obtained 
5 a passing score on the licensing examination set forth in regulation 
6 as accepted by the board. 
8 SEC. 28. 
+ SEC. 27. Section4996.18 oftheBusiness and Professions Code 
9 is amended to read: 

10 4996.18. (a) A person Viho vvishes to be credited with 
11 experience to .. ard lieensnre Ieqnirements shalliegister with the 
12 bo!lld as an associate clinical social worker prior to obtaining that 
13 experience. The application shall be made on a farm prescribed 
14 by the board. All applicants for licensure shall have an active 
+ registration with the board as an associate clinical social worker 
+ in order to gain hours of supervised experience. 

15 (b) An applicant for registration shall satisfy the following 
16 requirements: 

98 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

RN 17 19690 19 
09/11/17 09:11AM 
SUBSTANTIVE 

Amendment 161 

Amendment 162 

Amendment 163 

RN 1719690 19 09/11/17 66



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
-49- AB93 

Page 42 17 (1) Possess a master's degree from an accredited school or 
18 department of social work. 
19 (2) Have committed no crimes or acts constituting grounds for 
20 denial of licensure under Section 480. 
21 (3) Commeneing Janttary 1, 2014, have Have completed training 
22 or coursework, which may be embedded within more than one 
23 course, in California law and professional ethics for clinical social 
24 workers, including instruction in all of the following areas of study: 
25 (A) Contempormy professional ethics and statutes, regulations, 
26 and court decisions that delineate the scope of practice of clinical 
27 social work. 
28 (B) The therapeutic, clinical, and practical considerations 
29 involved in the legal and ethical practice of clinical social work, 
30 including, but not limited to, family law. 
31 (C) The current legal patterns and trends in the mental health 
32 professions. 
33 (D) The psychotherapist-patient privilege, confidentiality, 
34 dangerous patients, and the treatment of minors with and without 
35 parental consent. 
36 (E) A recognition and exploration of the relationship between 
37 a practitioner's sense of self and human values, and his or her 
38 professional behavior and ethics. 
39 (F) Differences in legal and ethical standards for different types 
40 of work settings. 

Page 43 1 (G) Licensing law and process. 
2 (c) An applicant who possesses a master's degree from a school 
3 or department of social work that is a candidate for accreditation 
4 by the Commission on Accreditation of the Council on Social 
5 Work Education shall be eligible, and shall be required, to register 
6 as an associate clinical social worker in order to gain experience 
7 toward licensure if the applicant has not committed any crimes or 
8 acts that constitute grounds for denial of licensure under Section 
9 480. That applicant shall not, however, be eligible to take the 

10 clinical examination until the school or department of social work 
II has received accreditation by the Commission on Accreditation 
12 of the Council on Social Work Education. 
13 (d) An applicant who possesses a master's degree from an 
14 accredited school or department of social work shall be able to 
15 apply experience the applicant obtained during the time the 
16 accredited school or department was in candidacy status by the 
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Commission on Accreditation of the Council on Social Work 
Education toward the licensure requirements, if the experience 
meets the requirements of Section 4996.23. This subdivision shall 
apply retroactively to persons who possess a master's degree from 
an accredited school or department of social work and who 
obtained experience during the time the accredited school or 
department was in candidacy status by the Commission on 
Accreditation of the Council on Social Work Education. 

(e) An applicant for registration or licensure trained in an 
educational institution outside the United States shall demonstrate 
to the satisfaction of the board that he or she possesses a master's 
of social work degree that is equivalent to a master's degree issued 
from a school or department of social work that is accredited by 
the Commission on Accreditation of the Council on Social Work 
Education. These applicants shall provide the board with a 
comprehensive evaluation of the degree and shall provide any 
other documentation the board deems necessary. The board has 
the authority to make the final determination as to whether a degree 
meets all requirements, including, but not limited to, course 
requirements regardless of evaluation or accreditation. 

(f) All applicants for licensure and registrants shall be at all 
times under the supervision of a supervisor who shall be 
responsible for ensuring that the extent, kind, and quality of 
counseling performed is consistent with the training and experience 
of the person being supervised and who shall be responsible to the 
board for compliance with all laws, rules, and regulations laws 
governing the practice of clinical social work. 

(g) All applicants and registrants shall inform each client or 
patient prior to performing any professional services that he or she 
is unlicensed and is under the supervision of a licensed 
professional. 

SEC. 29. 
+ SEC. 28. Section 4996.20 is added to the Business and 

I 0 Professions Code, to read: 
11 4996.20. (a) "Supervisor," as used in this chapter, means an 
12 individual who meets the 1 eqtti:remen!s set ferth in this ehapter and 
13 h) regttl!tliett. The reqtJiremettts inelude, but are net limited te, all 
14 efihe fellewing: all of the following requirements: 
15 (l) Has been aetiv el) lieensed in this state er has held an aetive 
16 equivalent lieense in any ether state as a lieensed held an active 
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license for at least two years within the jive-year period 
immediately preceding any supervision as either: 

(A) A licensed professional clinical counselor, licensed marriage 
and family therapist, licensed elinieal psychologist, licensed clinical 
social wenket, tll licensed phy sieian worker, or equivalent 
out-of-state license. 

(B) A physician and surgeon who is certified in psychiatry by 
the American Board of Psychiatry and Nettmlegy, fm at least hve 
years efthe past five yems immediately prier te eemmeneing any 
sttpervisien. Neurology or an out-of-state licensed physician and 
surgeon who is certified in psychiatry by the American Board of 
Psychiatry and Neurology. 

(2) Htm-For at least two years within the jive-year period 
immediately preceding any supervision, has either practiced 
psychotherapy or provided direct clinical supervision of 
psychotherapy performed by associate clinical social workers, 
associate marriage and family therapists or trainees, or associate 
professional clinical eecmselers, whe petferm psyehetherapy, fer 
at least t{,oe years ,;ithin the ft,·e yem peried immediately 
pteeeding any sctpet oisien. counselors. Supervision of 
psychotherapy performed by a social work students enrelled in an 
aeeredited master's or doetmal pre>gtmn who perfmm 
psychotherapy or pmfessional elinieal eermselor trainees .. he 
petfmm psyeho',hetap)' intern or a professional clinical counselor 
trainee Rhall he accepted ffi" ard tlte ret:tuired 1Wfl years if the 
supervision provided tfl the students is substantially equivalent to 
the supervision required for registrants. 

(3) Has received pmfessienal training in supervision as specified 
in this chapter and by regulation. 

( 4) Has not provided therapeutic services to the supervisee. 
(5) Has and maintains a current and active Califumia license 

as a marriage and family therapist, professional clinical counselor, 
licensed clinical social worker, licensed psychologist, or physician 
and surgeon who is certified in psychiatry by the American Board 
of Psychiatry and Neurology that is not under suspension or 
probation. 

(6) Cmnplies with sttpervisien ret:tuirements established by this 
chapter and by beard regulatiens. 

+ (6) Is not a spouse, domestic partner, or relative of the 
+ supervisee. 
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(7) Does not currently have or previously had a personal, 
professional, or business relationship with the supervisee that 
undermines the authority or effectiveness of the supervision. 

(b) "Stiper' is ion," fur ptnposes of this ehapter, As used in this 
chapter, the term "supervision" means responsibility for, and 
control of, the quality of mental health services-being provided by 
the supervisee. Consultation or peer discussion shall not be 
considered supervision and shall not qualify as supervised 
experience. 

(e) S ttper vision 
"Supervision" includes, but is not limited to, all of the following: 
(I) Ensuring-that the extent, kind, and quality of counseling 

performed is consistent with the education, training, and experience 
of the supervisee. 

(2) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee's assessment, 
diagnosis, and treatment decisions and providing regular feedback. 

(3) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee's ability to provide 
services to the partiett!ttr elientele being ser, eel at the site or sites 
where he or she will be praetieing. at the site or sites where he or 
she is practicing and to the particular clientele being served. 

( 4) Monitoring-for and addressing clinical dynamics, including, 
but not limited to, countertransference-, intrapsychic-, 
interpersonal-, or trauma-related issues that may affect the 
supervisory or the practitioner-patient relationship. 

(5) Ensuring the supervisee's compliance with laws and 
regulations governing the practice of clinical social work. 

(6) Reviewing the supervisee's progress notes, process notes, 
and other patient treatment records, as deemed appropriate by the 
supervisor. 

(7) With the client's written consent, providing direct 
observation or review of audio or video recordings of the 
supervisee's counseling or therapy, as deemed appropriate by the 
supervisor. 

SEC. 30. 
SEC 29. Section 4996.21 is added to the Business and 

Professions Code, to read: 
4996.21. The board shall haYe the right to may audit the records 

of any supervisor to verify the completion of the supervisor 
qualifications specified by this chapter and by regulation. A 
supervisor shall maintain records of completion of the required 
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Page 45 36 supervisor qualifications for a peiied ef seven years after 
3 7 termination of supervision and shall make these records available 
3 8 to the board for auditing purposes upon request. 

Page 46 2 SEC. 31. Seetimt 4996.23 tJf the Bttsiness and Pmfessiens 
3 Cede is amended te read: 
4 4996.23. (a) Te qualify fur lieensme as specified in Seetien 
5 4996.2, eaeh applieMt shall emnplete 3,000 hetlfS efpest master's 
6 degree Stlper vised experience related te the praetiee ef elinieal 
7 seeial ·, erk tlllder a super viser whe meets the qualifieatiens in 
8 Seetien 4996.20. Experience shall net be gained until the applicant 
9 is aeti. ely registered as all asseeiate elinieal seeial w erker. The 

10 experience shall wmply with the fulle>ving. 
11 (1) At least 1,700 hetlfs shall be gained tlllder the Stlflet visien 
12 of a licensed elinieal seeial v;erker. The remaining required 
13 S!JflCf vised experience may be gained under the Stlpervisien ef a 
14 supeniser belding any efthe lieense types listed as aeeeptable in 
15 this chapter. 
16 (2) A minimtlffi ef 2,0GO htJttiS in elinieal psyeheseeial 
17 diagntJsis, assessment, atld treatment, inelttding psyehetherapy er 
18 etltlnseling. 
19 (3) A maximum ef 1,000 heurs in elient centered adveeaey, 
20 wnsultatien, evaltlatien, research, direet StlflCI"i ism etJrr;aet,--anel 
21 werksheps, seminars, training sessie11s, er etJ11ferenees directly 
22 related te elinieal stJeial w erk that have been apprev ed by the 
23 applieaflt's supervism. 
24 (4) Ofthe 2,000 elinieal hems reqttired in paragraph (2), neless 
25 than 750 htJurs shall be faee ttJ faee individtlal er greup 
26 psy ehetherapy prtJ v ided te elients in the etJntext ef elinieal StJeial 
27 werk seniees. 
28 (5) A minimum eft we years efstlpervised expet·ienee is reqttired 
29 te be ebtained ever a peried ef net less than 104 weeks and shall 
30 have been gained ·within the six years immediately preeeding ~he 
31 date tJn whieh the applieatien fer lieensttre was received by the 
32 beard-: 
33 (6) Experience shall ntJt be credited fur mere !han 40 lffittffi-ffi 
34 any week. 
3 5 (7) NtJ mme than six heurs tJf Stlpervisien, whether individtlal 
36 er grotlp, shall be credited dttring ttl') single "eek. 
37 tbJ-An individttal whe stlbmits an applieatien fu1 lieensme 
38 beh>veen Janttary 1, 2016, and Deee.mber 31, 2020, may 
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alternati' ely qualify U!ldet the experience requirements flf this 
seetitJn that were inplaee flfl Jant~ary I, 2015. 

(e) The six hm1rs tJf SUj'leuisitJn that may he credited dt1ring 
any single " eek p tlrsuant ttl paragraph (7) tJf suhdi, isitJn (a) shall 
apply tJniy ttl Stlj'let"< isitJn hflttlS gained en tJr after Jafltlary I, 20 I 0. 

SEC. 30. Section 4996.23 of the Business and Professions Code 
is amended to read: 

4996.23. (a) To qualify for licensure as specified in Seetien 
4996.2, licensure, each applicant shall complete+,zoo 3, 000 hours 
of post-master's degree supervised experience related to the 
practice of clinical social work. Experience shall not be gained 
until the applicant is registered as an associate clinical social 
worker. The experience shall eempiy "ith the follev.ing: be as 
follows: 

(1) At least 1,700 hours shall be gained under the supervision 
of a licensed clinical social worker. The remaining required 
supervised experience may be gained under the supervision of a 
licensed mm1tal health prefcssitJnal aeeeptahle ttl the btJard as 
defined by a regulatitJn adepted by the heard. physician and 
surgeon who is certified in psychiatry by the American Board of 
Psychiatry and Neurology, licensed professional clinical counselor, 
licensed marriage and family therapist, licensed psychologist, or 
licensed clinical social worker. 

(2) A minimum of 2,000 hours in clinical psychosocial 
diagnosis, assessment, and treatment, including psychotherapy or 
eeunseling. counseling; however, at least 750 hours shall be 
face-to-face individual or group psychotherapy provided in the 
context of clinical social work services. 

(3) A maximum of--1-;WO 1,000 hours in client centered 
advocacy, consultation, evaluation, research, direct supervisor 
contact, and workshops, seminars, training sessions, or conferences 
directly related to clinical social work that have been approved by 
the applicant's supervisor. 

(4) Of the 2,000 elinieal heurs required in paragraph (2),ne less 
than 750 heurs shall he---faee te faee indh idt1al er gretlj'l 
psy ehetherapy pre' ided te eli ems in the eentext ef elinieal seeial 
vv erk ser v'iees. 

(51 
(4) A minimum oftwo years of supervised experience is required 

to be obtained over a period of not less than 104 weeks and shall 
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+ have been gained within the six years immediately preceding the 
+ date on which the application for licensure was-fl:leth received by 
+ the board. 
+ (6) Experience shall Mt be e1 edited fer mere 
+ (5) No more than 40 hours of experience may be credited in any 
+ week. 
+ (6) For hours gained on or after January I, 2010, no more than 
+ six hours of supervision, whether individual or group, shall be 
+ credited during any single week. 
+ (b) An individual who submits an application for examination 
+ eligibility licensure between January 1, 2016, and December 31, 
+ 2020, may alternatively qualify under the experience requirements 
+ of this section that were in place on January 1, 2015. 
+ (e) "Sttpervisitlfl" meltlls responsibility fur, and eontrol ef, the 
+ quality ef elinieal soeial work serviees being pre, ided. 
+ Censultatien er pee1 diseussien shall net be considered te be 
+ sapenisien. 
+ (cl) (1) Prier to the eommeneement ofsttperv isiDn, a sttpeiv ise1 
+ shall eomply .. ith all requirements enumerated in Seetion 1870 of 
+ Title 16 of the Califumia Code of Regulations and shall sign tmder 
+ penalty ofpetjury the "Respensibility Statement fur Sttpenisets 
+ of an Assoeiate Clinieal Soeial '.Vmker" fmm. 
+ (2) Sttpervised experience shall inelude at least ene hotti of 
+ direet sttper viser eontae! fm a minimum of 104 .. eeks. Fm 
+ ptlfj'lBses Bffuis ~>;;tbdivision, "one ho;;tr Bfdireet i>tljlervisor eontaet" 
+ meltlls ene hettr per week offaee to faee eontaet on flit individttal 
+ basis or hvo hours of faee to faee eontaet in a gro ctp eondtteted 
+ "ithin the same week as the hours elaimed. 
+ (3) An assoeiate shall reeei' e at least one additional heur Gf 
+ direet sup en isor eentaet for e' ery week in whieh more than 10 
+ horn·s of faee-to faee psyehofuerapy is performed in eaeh setting 
+ in .. hieh experience is gained. No more thltll six hours of 
+ sctpervision, whether individual or groap, shall be eredited dttring 
+ all)' single week. 
+ (4) Supervision shall inelttde at least one hot1r of dheet 
+ sttpet visor eontaet dt1ring eaeh "eek for whieh experience is gahted 
+ in eaeh "ork setting. Sttper vision is not reqttired fur experience 
+ gained attending werkshops, set11inars, training sessions, or 
+ eonferenees as deseribed in parag1aph (3) of subdivision (a). 
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+ (5) The six hours of sctpervision that may be credited during 
+ ffi'i) single week pursuMt to paragraph (3) shall apply only to 
+ Stlf>Cfl>ision hours gained on or after JMtJftf) I, 2010. 
+ (6) Gmup super' ision shall be provided in a group of not more 
+ than eight supef'.isees Md shall be ptovided in segments lasting 
+ no less than one eontiooous hour. 
+ (7) Of the I 04 "eeh of r eqttired supervision, 52 "eeks shall 
+ be indio idt!al Stipe! vision, and of the 52 weeks of 1 eqt!ired 
+ individual supervision, not less thafl 13 "eeks shall be sctpefl> ised 
+ by a lieemed clinical soeial worker. 
+ (8) NotwithstMding patagtaph (2), ffi'i associate eliniealsocial 
+ workei working f01 a gooemmental entity, seh()ol, college, or 
+ university, or an instittJtion that is both a MnpioJit and charitable 
+ institution, may obtain the required "eekly direct supervisor 
+ C()ntaet via live t\VO way videoeonfereneing. The supervisor shall 
+ be Iesponsible fen enstning that client eonlidentiality is preserved. 
+ (e) The supeFv isor and the associate shall dC'Yelop a super oisory 
+ plan that describes the goals and objeetioes ofsnpet vision. These 
+ goals shall include the ongoing assessment of strengths Md 
+ limitations attd the aswranee of practice in aee(Jidaflee with the 
+ laws and regulations. The associate shall sttbmit to the board the 
+ initial original supet , isory plan-upon application for liee11sure. 
+ (f) Experience shall only be gained in a setting that meets both 
+ ofthe fullo'vv ing: 
+ (1) Lawfhlly and regularly provides eliniealsoeial work, mental 
+ health counseling, or psychotherapy. 
+ (2) Provides o versightto ensure thatthe associate's work at the 
+ setting meets the experience Md sup en ision reqtlirements set furth 
+ in this ehap~e1 Md is within the scope ofpraetiee for the pmfessitm 
+ as delined in Seetion4996.9. 
+ (g) Experience shall not be gained tlfltil the applicant has been 
+ registered as an assoeiate clinical social "orker; 
+ (h) EmpiO) ment in a prio ate praetiee as delined in subdivision 
+ (i) shall Mt commence until the applieaitt has beeniegistered as 
+ an associate clinical social "(Jikei. 
+ (i) A private praetiee setting is a setting that is owned by a 
+ licensed clinical social worker, a licensed marriage and family 
+ therapist, a licensed psychologist, a licensed professional clinical 
+ counselor, a licensed physieiftll and surgeon, or a professional 
+ eorp(Jiation of any of those licensed professions. 
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(j) Associates shall not be employed as independent eoniraetors, 
and shall not gain eJqJerienee for "ork performed as an independent 
contractor, reported on an IRS Form 1099, or both. 

(k) If , o!nnteedng, the associate shall pro vide the board "ith a 
letter from his or her ernplo:y er ¢erifying his or her , o!nntary status 
upon application fur lieensnre. 

EO If employed, the associate shall provide the board "ith copies 
of his or her W 2 tax forms fur eaeh year of experience claimed 
upon application fur licensure. 

(m) While an associate may be either a paitl employee or 
volunteer, employ ers are encouraged to pro·, ide filii r ernuneration 
to associates. 

(o) An associate shall not do the following: 
(1) Reeeh e any remcmeration from patients or .clients and shall 

only be paid by his or her employer. 
(2) Have any proprietary interest in the employer's business. 
(3) Lease or rent space, pay fm ftunishings, equipment, or 

supplies, Of in any other way pay fur the obligations of his Of her 
employer. 

(o) An associate, whether employed or volunteering, may obtain 
supervision fiom a per·son not employed by the associate's 
employ CI if that person h!IS signed a Mitten agreement "ith the 
employer to ta:k."C supervisory respm,.gibi!it:y fur the associate's 
social work services. 

(p) Notwithstanding any other provision of!a,, associates and 
applicants for examination shall receive a minillltllll of one hour 
of superdsion per deck for each setting in .vhieh he or she is 
v.orking. 

SEC. 32. 
SEC. 31. Section 4996.23.1 is added to the Business and 

Professions Code, to read: 
4996.23.1. (a) Fffl-Exceptfor experience gained by attending 

workshops, seminars, training sessions, or conferences, as 
described in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 4996.23, 
direct supervisor contact shall occur as follows: 

(I) Supervision shall include at least one hour of direct 
supervisor contact each week for which experience is credited in 
each work setting. 

(2) An associate gaining experience who has more than 10 hours 
of direct clinical counseling in a week in any setting shall receive 

98 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

RN 17 19690 19 
09/11/17 09:11AM 
SUBSTANTIVE 

Amendment 195 

Amendment 196 

RN 17 19690 19 09/11/17 75



10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

AB93 -58-

+ at least one additional hour of direct supervisor contact for that 
+ setting. 

Page 4 7 8 (b) For purposes of this chapter, "one hour of direct supervisor 
+ contact" means any of the following: 
9 (1) Individual supervision, which means one hour of face-to-face 

contact between one supervisor and one supervisee. 
11 (2) Triadic supervision, which means one hour of face-to-face 
12 contact between one supervisor and two supervisees. 
13 (3) Group supervision, which means two hours of face-to-face 
14 contact between one supervisor and no more than eight supervisees. 

Segments of group supervision may be split into no less than one 
16 continuous hour. A supervisor shall ensure that the amount and 
+ degree of supervision is appropriate for each supervisee. 

17 (b) Except for experience gained by attending workshops, 
18 seminars, training sessions, or esnfcrenees, as described in 
19 paragraph (3) sf St!bdi dsisn (a) sf Seetisn 4996.23, sapenisisn 

shall include at least one hstll of direct St!Jl.Cfv'issr wntaet in each 
21 week for which expe1ienee is credited in each "srk setting. An 
22 associate clinical sseial '' srker gaining expelienee shall reeeh e 
23 at least sne additisnal hsur sf direct St!Jler visor contact in e' cry 
24 week in v;hieh mo1e than 10 hoors efface te face psyehetherapy 

is performed in each setting. 
26 (c) Direct supervisor contact shall occur within the same week 
27 as the hours claimed. 
28 (d) Of the 104 weeks of required supervision, 52 weeks shall 
29 be individual supervision, triadic supervision, or a combination of 

both. 
31 (e) Of the 52 weeks ofreqnired individual or triadic supervision, 
32 no less than 13 weeks shall be supervised by a licensed clinical 
33 social worker. 
34 (f) When conducting groap St!Jlenision, the sapervism shall 

ensure that the amottnt and degree sf supervision is appropriate 
3 6 fer eaeh St!Jlervisee. 
37 (gJ 
+ (f) Notwithstanding subdivision-fa); (b), an associate clinical 

38 social worker working for a governmental entity,-a school,-a 
39 college,-<~ university, or an institution that is--botb nonprofit and 

charitable may obtain the required weekly direct supervisor contact 
Page 48 1 via two-way, real-time videoconferencing. The supervisor shall 
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be responsible for ensuring compliance with state and federal-law 
laws relating to confidentiality of patient health information. 
w 
(g) Notwithstanding any other law, once the required number 

of experience hours are gained, an associate clinical social worker 
or applicant for licensure shall receive a minimum of one hour of 
direct supervisor contact per week for each practice setting in 
which direct clinical counseling is performed. Once the required 
number of experience hours are gained, further supervision for 
nonclinical practice, as defined in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) 
of Section 4996.23, shall be at the supervisor's discretion. 

SEC. 33. 
SEC. 32. Section 4996.23.2 is added to the Business and 

Professions Code, to read: 
4996.23.2. (a) An associate clinical social worker or applicant 

for licensure shall only perform mental health services as an 
employee or as a voltmteer. volunteer, not as an independent 
contractor. The requirements of this chapter regarding gaining 
hours of experience a11d supervision shall apply equally to 
employees and volunteers. An associate or applicant/or licensure 
shall not perform any services or gain any experience within the 
scope of practice of the profession, as defined in Section 4996.9, 
as an independent contractor. While an associate may be either a 
paid employee or a volunteer, employers are encouraged to provide 
fair remuneration. 

(I) If employed, an associate shall provide the--lmafel board, 
upon application for licensure, with copies of the corresponding 
W-2 tax forms for each year of experience claimed apon 
!l]'l!llication for licensure. claimed. 

(2) If volunteering, an associate shall provide the-boafcl board, 
upon application for licensure, with a letter from his or her 
employer verifYing the associate's status as a volunteer during the 
dates the experience was gained. This letter shall be pro, idedlo 
the board upon application for lie ensure. 

(b) "Private practice," for purposes of this chapter, is defined 
as a setting owned by a licensed clinical social worker, a licensed 
marriage and family therapist, a licensed psychologist, a licensed 
professional clinical counselor, a licensed physician and surgeon, 
or a professional corporation of any of those licensed professions. 
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Page 48 34 (c) Employment in a private practice shall not commence until 
35 the applicant has been registered as an associate clinical social 
36 worker. 
37 (d) Experience shall only be gained in a setting that meets both 
38 of the following: 
39 (I) Lawfully and regularly provides clinical social work, mental 
40 health counseling, or psychotherapy. 

Page 49 I (2) Provides oversight to ensure that the associate's work at the 
2 setting meets the experience and supervision requirements set forth 
3 in this chapter and is within the scope of practice for the profession 
4 as defined in Section 4996.9. 
5 (e) While an assoeiate elinieal stJeial fitJrker may be either a 
6 pa.id empltJyee.or a vohmteer, employe1s me eneOI:lfaged to provide 
7 fa1r remcmeratwn. 
8 f£7 
+ (e) Only experience gained in the position for which the 
9 associate clinical social worker volunteers or is employed shall 

I 0 qualify as supervised experience. 
11 fg) 
+ (f) Any experience obtained under the supervision of a spouse 

12 or relative by blood or marriage shall not be credited toward the 
13 required hours of supervised experience. Any experience obtained 
14 under the supervision of a supervisor with whom the applicant has 
15 had or currently has a personal, professional, or business 
16 relationship that undermines the authority or effectiveness of the 
17 supervision shall not be credited toward the required hours of 
18 supervised experience. 
19 (h) An asstJeiate or applicant shall not dtJ all] tJfthe follov.ing. 
20 ( 1) Reeeive any remtllleration frtJm patients or elients and shall 
21 only be paid by his or her employer. 
22 (2) Have aay proprietary interest in his or her employe1's 
23 business. 
24 (3) Lease or rent spaee, pay for furnishings, eqttipment, 01 
25 supplies, tlf in any other way pay for the obligatiens of his m he1 
26 employer. 
27 ti) 
+ (g) An associate clinical social worker or applicant for licensure 

28 who provides voluntary services in any lawful work setting other 
29 than a private practice and who only receives reimbursement for 
30 expenses actually incurred shall be considered an empleyee and 
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net an independent eentractm. employee. The board may audit an 
applicant for licensure who receives reimbursement for expenses 
and the applicant shall have the burden of demonstrating that the 
payments received were for reimbursement of expenses actually 
incurred. 

61 
(h) An associate clinical social worker or applicant for licensure 

who receives a stipend or educational loan repayment from a 
program designed to encourage demographically underrepresented 
groups to enter the profession or to improve recruitment and 
retention in underserved regions or settings shall be considered an 
empltl)' cc and net an independeftt centl!teter. employee. The board 
may audit an applicant who receives a stipend or educational loan 
repayment and the applicant shall have the burden of demonstrating 
that the payments received were for the specified purposes. 

(i) An associate or applicant for licensure shall not receive any 
remuneration from patients or clients and shall only be paid by 
his or her employer, if an employee. 

OJ An associate or applicant for licensure shall have no 
proprietary interest in his or her employer's business and shall 
not lease or rent space, pay for.fitrnishings, equipment, or supplies, 
or in any other way pay for the obligations of his or her employer. 

(k) Each educational institution preparing applicants pursuant 
to this chapter shall consider requiring, and shall encourage, its 
students to undergo individual, marital, COJ?joint,family, or group 
counseling or psychotherapy, as appropriate. Each supervisor 
shall consider, advise, and encourage his or her supervisees 
regarding the advisability of undertaking individual, marital, 
conjoint, family, or group counseling or psychotherapy, as 
appropriate. Insofar as it is deemed appropriate and is desired by 
the applicant, educational institutions and supervisors are 
encouraged to assist the applicant to locate counseling or 
psychotherapy at a reasonable cost. 

SEC. 34. 
SEC. 33. Section 4996.23.3 is added to the Business and 

Professions Code, to read: 
4996.23.3. (a) An associate clinical social worker or an 

applicant for licensure shall only perform mental health services 
at the place where his or her employer regularly conducts business 
and--ser .ices, which may inclttde performing seniecs at ether 
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loeations, as long as the sei viees me perfurmed cmdet the cliteetion 
and eontrol of his or her employer and his or her supenisor !t!ld 
in eomp!ianee i'' ith the Ia i'ts and regulations pertaining to 
sttpen is ion. services. 

(b) EJ<eept fur periods oflime during a sttper. isor's vaeation 01 
siek leave, an An associate clinical social worker who is employed 
or volunteering in a corporation or in private practice shall be 
under the direet super.isiem ef a sttper.-iser supervised by an 
individual who is either empleyed by, and ptaetiees at the s!l!lle 
site as, the asseeiate's e~ttployer er is an ewnet er shareheldm ef 
the priYate praetiee. either: 

(I) Employed by, and practices at the same site as, the 
associate's employer or is an owner or shareholder of the private 
practice. 

(2) Employed full time by the corporation and is actively 
engaged in performing professional services at and for the 
corporation. 

(c) A lieensed prefussienal irl private praetiee whe has satisfied 
the req-uirements ef stibdivisien (a) ef Seetien 4996.20 may 
sttpenise er e~ttpley, at any ene time, supervisor at a private 
practice or a corporation may supervise, at any one time, no more 
than a total of three individuals registered as an associate marriage 
and family therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, 
or an associate clinical social v;orker in that private praetiee. 
worker. 

(d) All of the follo" ing limits shall apply to a lieensed elinieal 
soeial worker eorporation: 

(1) A lieensed e!iniealsoeial worker eorporation may retain, at 
any one time, no mme th!l!l a tetal eftlnee e!llployees, >Oitll'Iteers, 
er a eombination of e!llployees and .olcncteers, tegistered as !Ill 

assoeiate marriage and f!l!lli!y therapist, an assoeiate professional 
~er, or an associate elinieal soeial "erker for eaeh 
supeh ising empley ee or shareholder whe has satisfied the 
requirements of subdivision (a) of Seetion 4996.20. 

(d) In no event shall a private practice retain, at any one time, 
more than three supervisees. 

(21 
(e) In no event shall any licensed clinical social worker 

corporation retain, at any one time, more than a total of 15-
employees, 'ehmteers, or a eembination ef empley ees and 
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'oltmteers, registered as 1:111 associate marriage !tlld family thetapist, 
flftassoeiate professional clinical eotmselor, or flft associate elinieal 
social ,·ofker. supervisees. 

(3) ln no event shalli:IHJ snpenism St!pervise, at 1:111y one time, 
more than a ootal ofthree employees, voltmteCis, m a combination 
of employees flftd voltmteers, registered as flft associate marriage 
1:111d family therapist, an associate pmfessional clinical eotmselm, 
or 1:111 associate clinical social worke1. A pet son w-ho snperdses 1:111 
employee m voltmtee1 registered as an associate mauiage 1:111d 
fumily thetapist, 1:111 associate ptofessional clinical emmselor, or 
1:111 associate elinieal social w mker shall be employed full time by 
the licensed clinical social worker eorpmation 1:111d shall be actively 
engaged in performing professional sen ices at 1:111d fur the licensed 
elinieal social worker corporation. 

(4) Employ me1't 1:111d St!per vision within a licensed clinical social 
worker corporation shall be subject ttl all hMs 1:111dtegttlations 
goveming experience 1:111d snpervision gained in a private practice 
setting. 

(e} 
(/) In a setting that is not a private practice, a 'Mitten practice: 
(1) A written oversight agreement, as specified by regulation, 

shall be executed between the supervisor and employer when the 
supervisor is not employed by the supervisee's employer or is a 
volunteer. 

(f) h1 any setli11g that i.~ nst a p1 ivate praetiee, a 
(2) A supervisor shall evaluate the site or sites where an associate 

clinical social worker will be gaining lwurs of experience toviard 
licensure 1:111d shall to determine-both of the fullo" ing: 

(I) That that the site provides experience that is vvithi11 the scope 
of pr aetiee ofa clinical social v;orker. 

(2) That the experience is or sites are in compliance with the 
requirements set forth in this chapter and regulations. 

(g) Alternative supervision may be arranged during a 
supervisor's vacation or sick leave if the alternative supervision 
meets the requirements in this chapter and by regulation. 

SEC. 35. 
SEC. 34. Section 4996.24 of the Business aud Professions Code 

is repealed. 
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SEC. 36. 
SEC. 35. Section 4999.12 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4999.12. For purposes of this chapter, the following terms have 

the following meanings: 
(a) "Board" means the Board of Behavioral Sciences. 
(b) "Accredited" means a school, college, or university 

accredited by a regional or national institutional accrediting agency 
that is recognized by the United States Department of Education. 

(c) "Approved" means a school, college, or university that 
possessed unconditional approval by the Bureau for Private 
Postsecondary Education at the time of the applicant's graduation 
from the school, college, or university. 

(d) "Applicant for licensure" means an unlicensed person who 
has completed the required education and required hours of 
supervised experience for lieensttre as speeified in this ehapter. 
licensure. 

(e) "Licensed professional clinical counselor" or "LPCC" means 
a person licensed under this chapter to practice professional clinical 
counseling, as defined in Section 4999.20. 

(f) "Associate" means an unlicensed person who meets the 
requirements of Section 4999.42 and who meets one of the 
ful!owing: is registered with the board. 

(1) The individual is registered with the board as an assoeiate. 
(2) The indio idual's degree was awarded and the beard reeeives 

his or her appliea~ien for registration with the board as an asseeiate 
within 90 dajs ofthe degree award date. 

(g) "Clinical counselor trainee" means an unlicensed person 
who is currently enrolled in a master's or doctoral degree program, 
as specified in Section 4999.32 or 4999.33, as applieable, that is 
designed to qualify him or her for licensure Ul'ldet this ehapter, and 
who has completed no less than 12 semester units or 18 quarter 
units of coursework in any qualifying degree program. 

(h) "Supervisor" means an individual who meets all of the 
following requirements: 

(1) Has been aetivelj lieensed in this state or has held an aetive 
equivalent lieense in another state as a lieensed held an active 
license for at least two years within the five year period 
immediately preceding any supervision as either: 

98 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

RN 17 19690 19 
09/11/17 09:11 AM 
SUBSTANTIVE 

Amendment 246 

Amendment 247 

Amendment 248 

Amendment 249 

Amendment 250 
Amendment 251 

Amendment 252 

RN 17 19690 19 09/11/17 82



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

Page 52 34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

39 
40 

Page 53 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
7 
+ 
8 
+ 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
+ 

14 
15 

-65- AB93 

(A) A licensed professional clinical connselor, licensed marriage 
and family therapist, licensed elffiiealpsychologist, licensed clinical 
social worker, or licensed plry sieian and snrgeon who is certified 
ffi psychiatry by thefrmeriean Board tlfPsyehiatry andNellf{lltlgy, 
for at least twtl tlf the past fi·, e ) ears immediately pJim to 
eemmeneing any snpet oisitln. worker, or equivalent out-of-state 
license. 

(B) A physician and surgeon who is certified in psychiatry by 
the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology, or an 
out-of-state licensed physician and surgeon who is certified in 
psychiatry by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology. 

(2) The snpervisor meets the additional training ancl eclneatitln 
reqt~ilements in sttbparagtaphs (t\) ttl (C), inelnsi'te, of paragraph 
(3) tlf snbclhision (a) of Section 4999.20 if he orshe is a licensed 
professional elinieal co\lnselor, snper vising an associate marriage 
and family therapist, a marriage and family therapist !Iainee, or 
an associate pt ofessional clinical eotll'lselor or licensee seeking 
experience ttl treat eonples and families pt!rsnant to stlbparagtaph 
(B) tlfparagraph (3) tlf subdivision (a) of Section 4999.20. 

(2) If the individual is a licensed professional clinical counselor 
seeking to supervise an associate marriage and family therapist, 
a marriage and family therapist trainee, or an associate 
professional clinical counselor, or licensee seeking experience to 
treat couples and families pursuant to subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.20, he or she 
shall meet the additional training and education requirements in 
subparagraphs (A) to (C), inclusive, of paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (a) of Section 4999.20. 

(3) Has--For at least two years within the five-year period 
immediately preceding any supervision, has either practiced 
psychotherapy or provided direct clinical supervision of 
psychotherapy per:formed by marriage and family therapist trainees, 
associate marriage and family therapists, associate professional 
clinical connselors, or associate clinical social workers, who 
perform psyehtltherapy, for at leasttwtl years '<vithin the five year 
peritld itmnediateiy preceding fill:) St!pervhitln. workers. 
Supervision of psychotherapy performed by a social work sl\ldents 
enrelled in an accredited master's tlr dtlete>ral prograrn-& 
prefessitlnal elinieal emmselor trainees, whtl perform 
psy ehtltherapy, intern or a professional clinical counselor trainee 
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Page 53 16 shall be accepted towttrd the reqttiled two yettrs if the supervision 
17 provided to the students is substantially equivalent to the 
+ supervision required for registrants. 

18 ( 4) Has received p1ofessiomtl training-inst!pen is ion as specified 
19 in supervision as specified in this chapter and by regulation. 
20 (5) Has not provided therapeutic services to the supervisee. 
21 ( 6) Has and maintains a current and active Califernia license 
+ as a licensed professional clinical counselor, licensed marriage 
+ and family therapist, licensed psychologist, licensed clinical social 
+ worker, physician and surgeon certified in psychiatry by the 

22 American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology that is not under 
+ suspension or probation. 

23 (7) Complies "ith st!per vision reEJ:ttirements established by this 
24 chapter and by regnlation. 
+ (7) Is not a spouse, domestic partner, or relative of the 
+ supervisee. 
+ (8) Does not currently have or previously had a personal, 
+ professional, or business relationship with the supervisee that 
+ undermines the authority or effectiveness of the supervision. 

25 (i) "Client centered advocacy" includes, but is not limited to, 
26 researching, identifying, and accessing resources, or other activities, 
27 related to obtaining or providing services and supports for clients 
28 or groups of clients receiving psychotherapy or counseling services. 
29 U) "Advertising" or "advertise" includes, but is not limited to, 
30 the issuance of any card, sign, or device to any person, or the 
31 causing, permitting, or allowing of any sign or marking on, or in, 
32 any building or structure, or in any newspaper or magazine or in 
33 any directory, or any printed matter whatsoever, with or without 
34 any limiting qualification. It also includes business solicitations 
35 commm1icated by radio or television broadcasting. Signs within 
36 church buildings or notices in church bulletins mailed to a 
37 congregation shall not be construed as advertising within the 
3 8 meaning of this chapter. 
39 (k) "Referral" means evaluating and identifYing the needs of a 
40 client to determine whether it is advisable to refer the client to 

Page 54 1 other specialists, informing the client of that judgment, and 
2 commllilicating that determination as requested or deemed 
3 appropriate to referral sources. 
4 (!) "Research" means a systematic effort to collect, analyze, and 
5 interpret quantitative and qualitative data that describes how social 
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characteristics, behavior, emotion, cognitions, disabilities, mental 
disorders, and interpersonal transactions among individuals and 
organizations interact. 

(m) flt-"Supervision" means responsibility for, and control of, 
the quality of mental health services being provided by the 
supervisee. Consultation or peer discussion shall not be considered 
supervision and shall not qualify as supervised experienee. 

(2) St~pen isitm experience. Supervision includes, but is not 
limited to, all of the following: 

fA] 
(1) Ensuring--thai the extent, kind, and quality of counseling 

performed is consistent with the education, training, and experience 
of the persen being Sttjlertised. supervisee. 

EB7 
(2) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee's assessment, 

diagnosis, and treatment decisions efthe supenisee and providing 
regular feedback. 

E€7 
(3) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee's ability to provide 

services te the pmtiettltiT elientele at the site er sites where he 0r 
she "ill be praetieing. at the site or sites where he or she is 
practicing and to the particular clientele being served. 

(B1 
( 4) Monitoring-fer and addressing clinical dynamics, including, 

hut not limited to, countertransference-, intrapsychic-, 
interpersonal-, or trauma-related issues that may affect the 
supervisory or the practitioner-patient relationship. 

fE7 
(5) Ensuring the supervisee's compliance with laws and 

regulations governing the practice oflicensed professional clinical 
counseling. 

tF-1 
(6) Reviewing the supervisee's progress notes, process notes, 

and other patient treatment records, as deemed appropriate by the 
supervisor. 

fGJ 
(7) With the client's written consent, providing direct 

observation or review of audio or video recordings of the 
supervisee's counseling or therapy, as deemed appropriate by the 
supervisor. 
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(n) "Clinical setting" means any setting that meets both of the 
following requirements: 

(I) Lawfully and regularly provides mental health counseling 
or psychotherapy. 

(2) Provides oversight to ensure that the associate's work-ttHhe 
setting meets the experience and supervision requirements set forth 
in this chapter and in regulation and is within the scope of practice 
of the profession. 

( o) "Community mental health setting," as used in Seetion 
4999.46, means a clinical setting that meets all of the following 
requirements: 

(1) Lawfully and regularly provides mental health counseling 
or psychotherapy. 

(2) Clients routinely receive psychopharmacological 
interventions in conjunction with psychotherapy, counseling, or 
other psycho-social interventions. 

(3) Clients receive coordinated care that includes the 
collaboration of mental health providers. 

( 4) Is not a private practice. 
SEC. 37. 
SEC. 36. Section4999.34 of the Business and Professions Code 

is repealed. 
SEC. 38. 
SEC. 37. Section4999.36 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4999.36. (a) A clinical counselor trainee may perform activities 

and services provided that the activities and services constitute 
part of the clinical counselor trainee's supervised course of study 
and that the person is designated by the title "clinical colJ11selor 
trainee." 

(b) All practicum and field study hours gained as a clinical 
counselor trainee shall be coordinated between the school and the 
site where hours are being accrued. The school shall approve each 
site and shall have a written agreement with each site that details 
each party's responsibilities, including the methods by which 
supervision shall be provided. The agreement shall provide for 
regular progress reports and evaluations of the student's 
performance at the site. 

(c) If an applicant has gained practicum and field study hours 
while emolled in an institution other than the one that confers the 
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39 qualifying degree, it shall be the applicant's responsibility to 
1 provide to the board satisfactory evidence that those practicum 
2 and field study hours were gained in compliance with this section. 
3 (d) A clinical counselor trainee shall inform each client or 
4 patient, prior to performing any professional services, that he or 
5 sbe is unlicensed and under supervision. 
6 (e) No hours earned while a clinical counselor trainee may count 
7 toward the 3,000 hours of required postdegree supervised 
8 experience. 

10 SEC. 39. 
+ SEC. 38. Section 4999.42 of the Business and Professions Code 

11 is amended to read: 
12 4999.42. (a) To qualify fur regish'!ltion as an assoeiate, an 
13 applicant shall have An applicant shall meet all of the following 
+ qualifieations: qualifications to qualifY for registration as an 
+ associate: 

14 (1) The applicant shall ha.e earned Earned a master's or 
15 doctoral degree as specified in Section 4999.32 or 4999.33, as 
16 applicable. An applicant whose education qualifies him or her 
17 under Section 4999.32 shall also have completed the coursework 
18 or training specified in subdivision (e) of Section 4999.32. 
+ (2) Be at least 18 years of age. 

19 (2) The applicant shall ftot 
20 (3) Not have committed acts or crimes constituting grounds for 
+ denial oflicensure under Section 480. 

21 f3J 
+ (b) The board shall not issue a registration to any person who 

22 has been convicted of a crime in this or another state or in a 
23 territory ofthe United States that involves sexual abuse of children 
24 or who is required to register pursuant to Section 290 of the Penal 
25 Code or the equivalent in another state or territory. 
26 (b) The board shall begin aeeepting applications for assoeiate 
27 registration on January 1, 2EH+. 
29 SEC. 40. 
+ SEC. 39. Section 4999.44 of the Business and Professions Code 

30 is repealed. 
32 SEC. 41. 
+ SEC. 40. Section 4999.45 of the Business and Professions Code 

33 is repealed. 
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Page 56 35 SEC. 42. 
+ SEC. 41. Section 4999.455 of the Business and Professions 

36 Code is repealed. 
38 SEC. 43. 
+ SEC. 42. Section4999.46 of the Business and Professions Code 

39 is amended to read: 
Page 57 I 4999.46. (a) To qt~aliry fm lieenstlfe as specified in Seetion 

2 4999.50, applieants shall eoltlj'liete expedenee related to the 
3 p1aetiee of professional eliniettl emmseling tmder a supervisor. 
4 The experienee shall All applicants shall have an active associate 
+ registration with the board in order to gain postdegree hours of 
+ supervised experience. An applicant shall not provide mental health 
+ services in a private practice until he or she is registered as an 
+ associate with the board. 
+ (b) Supervised experience that is obtained for the purposes of 
+ qualifYing for licensure shall be related to the practice of 
+ professional clinical counseling and comply with the following: 
5 (!) A minimum of 3,000 postdegree hours of super.ised 
6 experienee performed over a period of not less than two years (104 
7 weeks). 
8 (2) Not more than 40 hours in any seven consecutive days. 
9 (3) Not less than 1,750 hours of direct clinical counseling with 

10 individuals, groups, couples, or families in a setting deseribed in 
11 Seetion 4999.46.3 using a variety of psychotherapeutic techniques 
12 and recognized counseling interventions within the seope of 
13 praetiee oflieensed professional elinieal eottnse!Brs. interventions. 
14 (4) Not less than !50 hours of clinical experience in a hospital 
15 or community mental health setting, as defined in Section 4999.12. 
16 (5) A maximum of 1,250 hours of nonclinical practice, 
17 consisting of direct supervisor contact, administering and 
18 evaluating psychological tests, writing clinical reports, writing 
19 progress or process notes, client centered advocacy, and workshops, 
20 seminars, training sessions, or conferences directly related to 
21 professional clinical counseling that have been approved by the 
22 applicant's supervisor. 
23 fb1 
+ (c) An individual who submits an application for licensure 

24 between January 1, 2016, and December 31, 2020, may 
25 alternatively qualify under the experience requirements of this 
26 section that were in place on January I, 2015. 
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(e) Ne hems ef elinieal mental health expedenee may Page 57 27 
28 
29 

(d) Experience hours shall not be gained more than six years 
prior to the date the application for licensure was received by the 

+ board. 

Page 58 

31 SEC. 44. 
+ SEC. 43. Section 4999.46.1 is added to the Business and 

32 Professions Code, to read: 
33 4999.46.1. (a) An associate or applicant for licensure shall be 
34 at all times under the supervision of a sttpervism as specified in 
35 this ehaptet and by regulatien. supervisor at all times. 
3 6 (b) Except as pm v ided in sttbdiv isien (e), an applieaat shall 
37 have an aetive asseeiate registrtttien vvith the bea1d in erder te gain 
38 pestdegree hetlfs efsctpervised expedenee. 
39 (e) Pestdegree hetlfS ef experience shall be credited tevvard 
40 licensure se !eng as the applieaat applies fer asseeiate registratien 

1 and the board receives the application vvithin 90 days of the 
2 graating of the qttalifying degree and he or she is thereafter granted 
3 registration as an associate by the board. An applicant shall not be 
4 employed m voltlll!ee1 in a private praetiee ttntil he or she has been 
5 issued an associate registration by the beard. 
6 (b) As used in this chapter, the term "supervision" means 
+ responsibility for, and control oj the quality of mental health 
+ services provided by the supervisee. Consultation or peer 
+ discussion shall not be considered supervision and shall not qualify 
+ as supervised experience. Supervision includes, but is not limited 
+ to, all of the following: 
+ (I) Ensuring the extent, kind, and quality of counseling 
+ peiformed is consistent with the education, training, and experience 
+ of the supervisee. 

(2) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee's assessment, 
+ diagnosis, and treatment decisions and providing regularfeedback. 

(3) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee's ability to provide 
+ services at the site or sites where he or she is practicing and to 
+ the particular clientele being served. 

+ 

+ 

+ (4) Monitoring and addressing clinical dynamics, including, 
+ but not limited to, countertransference-, intrapsychic-, 
+ interpersonal-, or trauma-related issues that may affect the 
+ supervisory or practitioner-patient relationship. 
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26 
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27 
28 
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(5) Ensuring the supervisee's compliance with laws and 
regulations governing the practice of licensed professional clinical 
counseling. 

(6) Reviewing the supervisee's progress notes, process notes, 
and other patient treatment records, as deemed appropriate by 
the supervisor. 

(7) With the client's written consent, providing direct 
observation or review of audio or video recordings of the 
supervisee's counseling or therapy, as deemed appropriate by the 
supervisor. 

Et!1 
(c) An associate employed w1der this chapter shall do-all both 

of the following: 
(1) Net perfenn any duties, except fer these services pmvided 

as a clinical eoooseler trainee, llft!il registered as an asseeffi:!e-; 
(2) Net be employed er vtl!tinteer in a private praetiee tintil 

registered as an asseeiate with the beard. 
(31 
(I) Inform each client, prior to performing any professional 

services, that he or she is unlicensed and under supervision. 
(41 
(2) Renew his or her registration annually for a maximum of 

five yems after initial registration with the btJard. years. 
(e) When ne further renewals me pessible, an applicant 
(d) If an individual needs his or her registration renewed qfter 

jive years, the individual may apply for and obtain a subsequent 
associate registration number if the applicant meets the educational 
requirements for registration in effect at the time efthe application 
fur a subsequent associate registration number and has passed the 
California law and ethics examination described in SeetitJn 
4999.53. examination. An applicant issued a subsequent associate 
registration number ptt!sttant te this subdivision shall not be 
employed or volunteer in a private practice. 

SEC. 45. 
SEC. 44. Section 4999.46.2 is added to the Business and 

Professions Code, to read: 
4999.46.2. (a) A elinieal eoooseltJr trainee shall receive an 

average ef at least tJne htJttl' tJf direct sttper' istJr contact ftJr e' cry 
-!he htlttrs tlf di!eet clinical etmnseling that is perfmmed in each 
setting. 
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(b) (1) Except fer eJ<PCiienee gained b] attending vverksheps, 
seminars, training sessiem, or eenfurenees, as deseiibed in 
paragraph (5) of subdivision (a) ef 8eetien 4999.46, SUJ'ler v·isien 

4999.46.2. (a) Except for experience gained by attending 
workshops, seminars, training sessions, or conferences, as 
described in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) of Section 4999.46, 
direct supervisor contact shall occur as follows: 

( 1) Supervision shall include at least one hour of direct 
supervisor contact in each week for which experience is credited 
in each work setting. 

(2) An associate gaining experience shall reeei'veA trainee shall 
receive an average of at least one additional hour of direct 
supervisor contact in each week for (ihieh mere than 10 hews of 
direct clinical eettllseling is performed in each setting. Ne mere 
than six hetll·s ef st~per v isien, whether individual or grellj'l, shall 
be credited dtJTing !tll] single vv eek. for every five hours of direct 
clinical counseling performed each week in each setting. For 
experience gained after January 1, 2009, no more than six hours 
of supervision, whether individual or group, shall be credited 
during any single week. 

(3) An associate gaining experience who has more than 10 hours 
of direct clinical counseling experience in a week in any setting 
shall receive at least one additional hour of direct supervisor 
contact for that setting. For experience gained after January 1, 
2009, no more than six hours ~f supervision, whether individual 
or group, shall be credited during any single week. 

(4) An applicant/or licensure shall have at least one hour per 
week of direct supervisor contact that is individual, triadic, or a 
combination of both for a minimum of 52 weeks. 

fe7 
(b) For purposes of this chapter, "one hour of direct supervisor 

contact" means any of the following: 
(1) Individual supervision, which means one hour of face-to-face 

contact between one supervisor and one supervisee. 
(2) Triadic supervision, which means one hour of face-to-face 

contact between one supervisor and two supervisees. 
(3) Group supervision, which means two hours of face-to-face 

contact between one supervisor and no more than eight supervisees. 
Segments of group supervision may be split into no less than one 

98 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

RN 17 19690 19 
09/11/17 09:11 AM 
SUBSTANTIVE 

Amendment 324 
Amendments 325 & 326 

Amendment 327 

RN 17 19690 19 09/11/17 91



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
AB93 -74-

Page 59 12 continuous hour. The supervisor shall ensure that the amount and 
+ degree of supervision is appropriate for each supervisee. 

Page 60 

13 td1 
+ (c) Direct supervisor contact shall occur within the same week 

14 as the hours claimed. 
15 (e) An applicant fur lie ens ttre shall hav e 1 eeei' ed at least eme 
16 h()l;tl pe1 "eek efdireet sttpet 'iser eentaet that is indi' idttal, tiiadie, 
17 m a eembinatien efbeth, as speeilied in paragraphs (1) and (2) ef 
18 sttbdio isien (e), fur a mininttnn ef 52 "eeks. 
19 ft}--'\\'hen eendtteting grettp sttper.isien, as speeified in 
20 parag1aph (3) ef sttbdioisien (e), the sttperviser s-hall ensttre that 
21 the amettnt and degree ef sttpen isien is appmpiiate f<Jr eaeh 
22 
23 

sttpei oisee. 
(g1 

+ (d) Notwithstanding subdivision#, (b), an associate working 
24 in a governmental entity, ""it school, -a college, -a university, or-an 
25 institution that is both nonprofit and charitable may obtain the 
26 required weekly direct supervisor contact via two-way, real-time 
27 videoconferencing. The supervisor shall be responsible for ensuring 
28 compliance with state and federal law federal and state laws 
29 relating to confidentiality of patient health information. 
30 (h) The six hettrs ef sttpenisien that lfltl) be eredited dttring 
31 atry single "eek, pmsuant te parttgtaph (2) efsttbdioisien (b), shall 
32 apply ttl sttper,ision hettrs gained en er after Janttary !, 2009. 
33 61 
+ (e) Notwithstanding any other law, once the required number 

34 of experience hours are gained, associates and applicants for 
35 licensure shall receive a minimum of one hour of direct supervisor 
36 contact per week for each practice setting in which direct clinical 
3 7 counseling is performed. Once the required number of experience 
38 hours are gained, further supervision for nonclinical practice, as 
39 defined in paragraph (5) of subdivisionia7 (b) of Section 4999.46, 
40 shall be at the supervisor's discretion. 
2 SEC. 46. 
+ SEC. 45. Section 4999.46.3 is added to the Business and 
3 Professions Code, to read: 
4 4999.46.3. (a) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or 
5 applicant for licensure shall only perform mental health services 
6 as an employee or as a veltmteer. volunteer, and not as an 
+ independent contractor. The requirements ofthis chapter regarding 
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gaining hours of experience and supervision shall apply equally 
to employees and volunteers. A clinical counselor trainee, 
associate, or applicant for licensure shall not perform any services 
or gain any experience within the scope of practice of the 
profession, as defined in Section 4999.20, as an independent 
contractor. While an associate may be either a paid employee or 
a volunteer, employers are encouraged to provide fair 
remuneration. 

(1) If employed, an associate shall provide the--bmtttl board, 
upon application for licensure, with copies of the corresponding 
W-2 tax forms for each year of ~etienee elaimed upon 
application for licensure. experience claimed. 

(2) If volunteering, an associate shall provide the botlft! board, 
upon application for licensure, with a letter from his or her 
employer verifying the associate's status as a volunteer during the 
dates the experience was gained. This letter shall be ptovided to 
the board tlfJOn application ffli licensure. 

(b) (1) A elinieal counselor trainee shall not petfurm services 
in a pti.ate practice. 

(2) A clinical eemnselor trainee shall complete the required 
ptedegtee supe1 vised p1aetieum or field study experience in a 
setting that meets both of the folio" ing: 

(b) A trainee shall complete the required predegree supervised 
practicum or field study experience in a setting that meets all of 
the following requirements: 

(1) is not a private practice. 
w 
(2) Lawfuiiy and regularly provides mental health counseling 

or psychotherapy. 
tB7 
(3) Provides oversight to ensure that the clinical counselor 

trainee's work at the setting meets the praetietiiil or field stud)! 
~erienee requirements in this chapter and is "ithin the scope of 
practice for licensed professional elinieal eot111selors. experience 
and supervision requirements in this chapter and is within the 
scope of practice of the profession, as defined in Section 4999.20. 

S-1 
(4) Only experience gained in the position for which the clinical 

counselor trainee volunteers or is employed shaii quality as 
supervised practicum or field study experience. 

98 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

RN 17 19690 19 
09/11/17 09:11 AM 
SUBSTANTIVE 

Amendment 343 

Amendment 344 

Amendment 345 
Amendment 346 

Amendment 347 

Amendment 348 

Amendment 349 

Amendment 350 

Amendment 351 

Amendment 352 

RN 1719690 19 09/11/17 93



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

Page 60 

Page 61 

AB93 -76-

37 
38 
39 
40 

1 
2 
3 
4 
+ 
5 
6 
7 
+ 
8 
9 

10 
+ 

11 
12 
+ 

13 
14 
15 
+ 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
+ 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

(c) (1) An associate may be credited with supervised experience 
completed in any setting that meets both of the following: 

(A) Lawfully and regularly provides mental health counseling 
or psychotherapy. 

(B) Provides oversight to ensure that the associate's work at the 
setting meets the experience and supervision requirements in this 
chapter and is within the scope of practice for the profession as 
specified inArtiele 2 (e(mnneneing with Seetien 4999.20). defined 
in Section 4999.20. 

(2) While an asseeiate may be either a paid empley ee er a 
'eltmteer, empley ers ate eneetuaged te provide fair remtmeratien. 
ffl 
(2) Only experience gained in the position for which the 

associate volunteers or is employed shall qualify as supervised 
experience. 

(4J 
(3) An applicant for registration as an associate shall not be 

employed or volunteer in a private practice until an asseeiate 
registratien has been issned te the applieant he or she has been 
issued an associate registration by the board. 

(d) Experienee Any experience obtained under the supervision 
of a--spoose ei telathe by bleed m marriage spouse, relative, or 
domestic partner shall not be credited toward the required hours 
of supervised experience. Experienee Any experience obtained 
under the supervision of a supervisor with whom the applicant has 
had or currently has a personal, professional, or business 
relationship that undermines the authority or effectiveness of the 
supervision shall not be credited toward the required hours of 
supervised experience. 

(e) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or applicant for 
licensure shall not receive any remuneration from patients or clients 
and shall only be paid by his or her empleyer. employer, if an 
employee. 

(f) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or applicant for 
licensure shall have no proprietary interest in his or her employer's 
business and shall not lease or rent space, pay for furnishings, 
equipment, or supplies, or in any other way pay for the obligations 
of his or her employer. 

(g) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or applicant for 
licensure who provides voluntary services in any lawful work 
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setting other than a private practice and who only receives 
reimbursement for expenses actually incurred shall be considered 
an employee and net fill independent eentl'aetm. employee. The 
board may audit an applicant for licensure who receives 
reimbursement for expenses and the applicant for licensure shall 
have the burden of demonstrating that the payments received were 
for reimbursement of expenses actually incurred. 

(h) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or applicant for 
licensure who receives a stipend or educational loan repayment 
from a program designed to encourage demographically 
underrepresented groups to enter the profession or to improve 
recruitment and retention in underserved regions or settings shall 
be considered an empley ee filld oot fill independent eentn:tetm. 
employee. The board may audit an applicant who receives a stipend 
or educational loan repayment and the applicant shall have the 
burden of demonstrating that the payments received were for the 
specified purposes. 

(i) Each educational institution preparing applicants pursuant 
to this chapter shall consider requiring, and shall encourage, its 
students to undergo individual, marital, conjoint, family, or group 
counseling or psychotherapy, as appropriate. Each supervisor shall 
consider, advise, and encourage his or her associates and trainees 
regarding the advisability of undertaking individual, marital, 
conjoint, family, or group counseling or psychotherapy, as 
appropriate. Insofar as it is deemed appropriate and is desired by 
the applicant, educational institutions and supervisors are 
encouraged to assist the applicant in leeating to locate that 
counseling or psychotherapy at a reasonable cost. 

SEC. 47. 
SEC. 46. Section 4999.46.4 is added to the Business and 

Professions Code, to read: 
4999.46.4. (a) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or 

applicant for licensure shall only perform mental health services 
at the place where his or her employer regularly conducts business 
and sen iees, w:hieh may inelnde performing sen iees at ether 
leeatiens, as !eng as the sen iees !lfe perfermed nnde1 the direetien 
filld eentrel ef his er her empleyer filld his er her snperviser filld 
in emnpli!lllee with the laws and regnlatiens pertaining te 
snpen isien. services. 
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Page 62 29 (b) Exeept fer periods oftime during a sttpei v ism's vaeation or 
30 siek leave, an An associate who is employed or volunteering in a 
31 corporation or a private practice shall be under the diieet 
32 sttpenisien ef a supeniso1 supervised by an individual who is 
+ either employed by, either: 

33 (1) Employed by, and practices at the same site as, the associate's 
34 employer or is an owner or shareholder of the private practice. 

+ (2) Employed full time by the corporation and is actively 
+ engaged in performing professional services at and for the 
+ corporation. 

35 (c) A licensed profussiomtl in private praetiee who has satisfied 
36 the reqtJirements ef subdiv isien (h) of Seetien 4999.12 supervisor 
+ in private practice or at a professional clinical counselor 

3 7 corporation may supervise er employ, at any one time, no more 
3 8 than a total ofthree individuals registered as an associate marriage 
39 and family therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, 
40 or an associate clinical social worker in that private praetiee. at 
+ any time. 
+ (1) In no event shall a private practice retain, at any one time, 
+ more than three supervisees. 
+ (2) In no event shall any professional clinical counselor 
+ corporation retain, at any one time, more than a total of 15 
+ supervisees. 

Page 63 1 (d) All ef the following limits shall apply te a professional 
2 elinieal eonnselor eol'j'loratiml: 
3 (1) A prefessioual elinieal eotlllselor Ot'll'J'lt'lfation may retain, at 
4 any ene time, no more that'l a tetal of three employees, volllllteers, 
5 or a eombinatien of employees and I'Olunteers, registered as an 
6 asseeiate marriage Md family therapis~, at'l associate profussional 
7 eliuieal eotlllselor, or an associate clinical soeial worker for eaeh 
8 sttpen ising employee or shareholder who has satisfied the 
9 requirements of subdi, isiem (h) of Section 4999.12. 

11 (2) In no event shall any professional elinieal counselor 
12 corporation retain, at any one time, more than a total of 15 
13 employees, , olunteers, 01 a combination of employees and 
14 volunteers, registered as an associate marriage and family therapist, 
15 an assoeiate profussional clinical counselor, or !lt'l asseeiate elinioal 
16 soeial "orkor. 
17 (3) In no event shall any· sttper .ism sttpervise, at any one time, 
18 more that'l a total ofthiee employees, volunteers, 01 a combination 
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Page 63 19 <lf empl5yees and v<lltmteers, registered as an ass5eiate maniage 
20 and family therapist, an ass5eiate pmfcssi5nal elinieal e5cmselm, 
21 5r an ass5eiate elinieal s5eial w<lrker. A persen whe Stlj'lerdses an 
22 empleyee er v'tlitmteer registered as an asseeiate marriage and 
24 family therapist, an ass5eiate prefcssi5nal elinieal eetlllseler, er 
25 an asseeiate elinieal soeial "mker shall be ernpitl)' ed full time by 
26 the pmfcssienal elinieal etltlllSeltlt etltptlratien and shall be aetively 
27 engaged in perftJrming prefcssitJnal seniees at and fer the 
28 prtlfcssitJnal elinieal eetlllselm eerptJratitJn. 
29 (4) Empltl) ment and Stlflei .isitln within a pmfessitJnal elinieal 
30 eetlllseltlr eerperati<ln shall be subjeet ttl all laws and regulatiens 
31 gtl'veming experienee and Stlj'lerdsien gained in a private ptae'dee 
32 setting. 
33 (e) 
+ (d) In a setting that is not a private praetiee, a "ritten practice: 

34 (1) A written oversight agreement, as specified in regulation, 
35 shall be executed between the supervisor and employer when the 
36 supervisor is not employed by the supervisee's employer or is a 
+ volunteer. 

3 7 (f) In any setting that is ntJt a private praetiee, a 
38 (2) A supervisor shall evaluate the site or sites where an associate 
39 will be gaining he;:trs ef experience teward licensure and shall to 
40 determine beth tlf the ftllltl" ing: 

Page 64 1 fB-'That that the site or sites provide experience that is within 
2 the seepe efpraetiee of a profcssienal elinieal eettnseler. 
3 (2) That the experience is in compliance with the requirements 
4 set forth in this ehapter and by regulatien. chapter. 
5 (g) 
+ (e) Alternative supervision may be arranged during a 
6 supervisor's vacation or sick leave if the alternative supervision 
7 meets the requirements in this chapter and regulation. 
9 SEC. 48. 
+ SEC. 47. Section 4999.46.5 is added to the Business and 

10 Professions Code, to read: 
11 4999.46.5. The board shall have the right to may audit the 
12 records of any supervisor to verify the completion of the supervisor 
13 qualifications specified by this chapter and by regulation. A 
14 supervisor shall maintain records of completion of the required 
15 supervisor qualifications for a period of seven years after 
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termination of supervision and shall make these records available 
to the board for auditing purposes upon request. 

SEC. 49. Seetion 4999.47 of the Bttsiness and Professions 
Code is repealed. 

SEC. 48. Section 4999.47 of the Business and Professions Code 
is repealed. 

4999.47. (a) Clinieal eounselor trainees, interns, and applieaoo 
shall perfurm seniees only as an employee or as a volttnteei. 

The requirements of this ehaptet regarding gaining hottrs of 
elinieal mettlal health experienee and sttpenision rue applieable 
equally to employees and volunteers. Assoeiates rutd trainees shall 
not be employed as independent eontraetors, and shall not gain 
experienee for work performed as an independent eontrttetor, 
reported on an IRS Form 1099, or both. 

( l) If employed, a elinieal eounselor intern shall provide the 
board ,.ith eopies of the eonesponding W 2 tax furms fut eaeh 
year of experienee elaimed ttpon applieation for lieensure as a 
ptofessional elinieal eottnselor. 

(2) If volunteering, a elinieal eounselor intern shall provide the 
hoard "ith a lettet fwm his m bet employ et verifying the intern's 
employment as a volttnteer ttpon applieation fut lieensute as a 
professional elinieal eounselor. 

(b) Clinieal eottnselor ttainees, interns, and applieants shall not 
teeeive any remttneration from patients or elients, and shall only 
he-paid by their employers. 

(e) While an intern may he either a paid employee or a v olttnteer, 
employers are eneottraged to pro .ide fait remuneration. 

(d) Clinieal eotlnselot trainees, interns, and applieants "ho 
provide vohtntary serviees or other ser·viees, and vvho reeeive no 
more than a total, from all "otk settings, oHive hundred dollars 
($500) per month as reimbursernent fur expenses aetually ineuned 
by those elinieal eounselor tt·ainees, interns, and applieants fm 
serviees tendered in any lawful work setting othet than a private 
praetiee shall be eonsidered rut emplo)' ee and not an independent 
eolttraetor. 

(e) The board may audit an intem or applieant who reeeives 
reitnbursement for expenses and the intem or applieant shall have 
the burden of demonstrating that the payments reeeived were for 
reimbttrsement of expenses aetually inettned. 
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+ (f) Clinical eottftsclm ',ntiftees, interns, and applicants shall only 
+ perform scuiecs at the place where their employer regularly 
+ conducts bttsittess and scr, ices, .. hich may iflcludc other locatiofts; 
+ as long as the services are pc1 formed undet the direction and 
+ control of the etnploycr and Stlj'lCr. isor ift eomp!iaftcc with the 
+ laws and regulations pcrtaifting to Stlj'lertision. Clinical eocmselor 
+ trainees, interns, and applicants shall htn e ftO proprietary interest 
+ ift the employer's bttsiftcss. 
+ (g) Each edueatiemal iflstitution preparing applicants fo1 
+ licensure pttrsttant to this ehapte1 shall eoftsidcr 1cquiring, and 
+ shall encourage, its students to undergo indi, idttal, marital or 
+ eonj oint, family, or grotlj'l cowseling Of psy chothc1 apy, as 
+ approptiate. Each super visor shall consider, advise, and eneomage 
+ his Of her interns tlftd c!iftical eowselor traiftecs regarding the 
+ ad • is ability of tmdertaleing individual, marital or eonj oint, family, 
+ or grottp cocmscling or psychotherapy, as appropriate. Iftsofar as 
+ it is deemed app10priatc and is desired by the applicant, the 
+ cdtteational institution tlftd Stlj'lcnisors me encotnaged to assist 
+ the app!icaftt in locating that eoanscling or psy ehothcmpy at a 
+ 

Page 64 21 
reasonable cost. 

SEC. 50. 
SEC. 49. Section 4999.50 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4999.50. (a) The board may issue a professional clinical 

counselor license to any person who meets all of the following 
requirements: 

(1) He or she has received a master's or doctoral degree 
described in Section 4999.32 or 4999.33, as applicable. 

(2) He or she has completed at least 3,000 hours of supervised 
experience in the practice of professional clinical eowse!iftg as 
pro~ided in Section 4999.46. counseling. 

(3) He or she provides evidence of a passing score, as 
determined by the board, on the examinations designated in Section 
4999.53. 

+ 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 

(b) An applicant for licensure who has satisfied the requirements 
of this chapter shall be issued a license as a professional clinical 
emmsclor ift the form that the board may deem appropriate. 

+ counselor. 
3 7 (e) This section shall become opcrati v e on Janttary 1, 2016. 
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+ 

40 
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2 
3 
4 
5 

SEC. 51. 
SEC. 50. Section 4999.51 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4999.51. To qualify An applicant for licensure as a professional 

clinical counselor or registration as an assoeiate, applieants shall 
meet the board's Iegttlator) reqtthements for professional elinieal 
eottnselor lieensttre or assoeiate registration, as applieable, 
inelttding the folio·., ing. associate shall satisfY the following 

+ qualifications: 
6 (a) The applieant has not Not have committed acts or crimes 
7 constituting grounds for denial of licensure under Section 480. 
8 (b) The board shall not issne a lieense or registration to an) 
9 peison who has Not have been convicted of a crime in this or 

I 0 another state or in a territory of the United States that involves 
11 sexual abuse of children or who is required to register pursuant to 
12 Section 290 of the Penal Code or the equivalent in another state 
+ or territory. 

13 (c) The applicant has Have successfully passed a state and 
14 federal level criminal offender record information search conducted 
15 through the Department of Jttstiee, as follo" s. 
16 (I) The board shall direet applieants to Justice by electronically 
17 sttbmit to the Department of Jttstiee submitting fingerprint images 
18 and related other information Iequired b) to the Department of 
19 Justice for the purpose of obtaining information as to the existenee 
20 and eontent of a reeor~ of state and federal level eonvietiens and 
21 arrests and information as to the existenee and eontent of a reeord 
22 ofstate en fedentlle tel arrests for "hieh the Departraent ofJttstiee 
23 establishes that the person is free on bail or on his or her own 
24 reeeJgnizanee pending trial OI appeal. records of state and federal 
+ convictions and arrests. The board shall request the subsequent 
+ arrest notification service on all applicants, pursuant to Section 
+ Jll05.2 of the Penal Code. 

25 (2) The Department of Justice shall forward the fingerprint 
26 images and related information reeeh eel p ttrs ttan! to paragraph (I) 
27 ttl the Federal Bureau of Im estigation and request a federal 
28 sttmmary fm eiiminal history information. 
29 (3) The Department eJf Jc~stiee shall review the information 
30 returned from the Federal Bureatt of Investigation and eornpile 
31 and-disseminate a response to the board pursttant to pautgraph (1) 
32 ofsttbdivision (p) of Seetion 11105 ofthe Penal Code. 
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(4) The bmnd shall tcqt!est fiem the Department ef JtJ!!tiee 
ilttbseqttent anest netifieatien se:r dee, pnrruantte Seetien 11105.2 
ef the Penal Cede, fer each persen .. he submitted infermatien 
pllfsuant te paragraph ( 1). 

(5) The Depattment ef Justice shall charge a fee suffieient te 
eever the eest efpreeessing the ~equest described in this seetien. 

SEC. 52. 
SEC. 51. Section 4999.52 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4999.52. (a) Every applicant for a license as a professional 

clinical counselor shall-be examined by the beard. The beatd shall 
exatnine the candidate with regard te his er het knew ledge and 
prefessienal skills and his er het judgment in the utilizatien ef 
apprepriate teehniqt~es and metheds. take one or more 
examinations, as determined by the board, to ascertain his or her 
knowledge, professional skills, and judgment in the utilization of 
appropriate techniques and methods of professional clinical 
counseling. 

(b) The examinations shall be given at least twice a year at a 
time and place and under supervision as the board may determine. 

(c) The board shall not deny any applicant admission to an 
examination who has submitted a complete application for 
examination admission te the lieensttre examinatiens reqt~ired by 
this seetien if the applicant meets the educational and experience 
requirements of this chapter, chapter and has not committed any 
acts or engaged in any conduct that would constitute grounds to 
deny licensure. 

(d) The board shall not deny any applicant admission to the 
examinations whose application for licensure is eemplcte admissien 
te the exatninatiens complete, as specified by paragraph (2) of 
subdivision (a) of Section 4999.53, nor shall the board postpone 
or delay-this the examination for any applicant or delay informing 
the candidate applicant of the examination results ef this 
exatnination, solely upon the receipt by the board of a complaint 
alleging acts or conduct that would constitute grounds to deny 
licensure. 

(e) If an applicant for the examination specified by paragraph 
(2) of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.53, who has passed the 
California law and ethics examination, is the subject of a complaint 
or is under board investigation for acts or conduct that, if proven 
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to be true, would constitute grounds for the board to deny licensure, 
the board shall permit the applicant to take this examination, but 
may notify the applicant that licensure will not be granted pending 
completion of the investigation. 

(f) Notwithstanding Section 135, the board may deny any 
applicant who has previously failed either the California law and 
ethics examination, or the examination specified by paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.53, permission to retake either 
examination pending completion of the investigation of any 
complaints against the applicant. 

(g) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the board from denying 
an applicant admission to any examination, withholding the results, 
or refusing to issue a license to any applicant when an accusation 
or statement of issues has been filed against the applicant pursuant 
to Section 11503 or 11504 ofthe Government Code, respectively, 
or the application has been denied in accordance with subdivision 
(b) of Section 485. 

(h) Notwithstanding any other provision oflaw, the board may 
destroy all examination materials two years following the date of 
an examination. 

(i) On and after January 1, 2016, If the examination specified 
by paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.53 shall be is 
not passed within seven years of an applicant for licensure's initial 
attefiljlt. 

tit-A attempt, a passing score on the clinical examination shall 
be accepted by the board for a period of seven years from the date 
the examination was taken. The applicant shall obtain a passing 
score on the current version of the California law and ethics 
examination in order to be eligible to retake this examination. 

(k) An applicant for licensure shall not be eligible to participate 
in the examination specified by paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) 
of Section 4999.53, if he er she fuils te ebtain a passing seere on 
this examinatien "ithin seven years fmm his er her initial atternpt. 
Ifthe applicant fer lieensttre fails te ebtain a passing seere within 
se ,·en yeats efinitial attefiljlt, he er she shall ebtain a passing seere 
en the current versien efthe Califtmria law and etbies examinatien 
in erder te be eligible te retake this examinatien. 

(l) This see~ien shall becelme elpcrative eln January 1, 2016. 
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Page 67 23 SEC. 53. 
+ SEC. 52. Section 4999.55 of the Business and Professions Code 

24 is amended to read: 
25 4999.55. (a) Each applicant and registrant shall obtain a 
26 passing score on a board-administered California law and ethics 
27 examination in order to qualify for licensure. 
28 (b) A registrant shall ptu tieipate in take a board-administered 
29 California law and ethics examination prior to his or her registration 
30 renewal. 
31 (e) NeJhdths~!lllding subdivisieJn (b), an applicant "ho heJlds a 
3 2 registratieJn eligible fur rene" al, "ith an Clfj'liratieJn date ntl later 
33 than June 30, 2016, and wlw applies furrene .. al eJfthat ngistiatieJn 
34 between January 1, 2016, !llld June 30,2016, shall, if eligible, be 
3 5 alleJ" ed ttl rene" the registratieJn withtmt first participating in the 
3 6 GaliferTtia la.. and ethies examinatieJn. These applieants shall 
37 participate in the Galifurnia law !llld ethies ~arninatien in then~ 
38 renewal eyele, and shall pass the ~arnination prim te lieensttre ei 

39 issuanee ef a subsequent tegistratien nmuber, as speeified in this 
40 seetien. 

Page68 1 W 
+ (c) If an applicant fails the California law and ethics 
2 examination, he or she may retake the examination, upon payment 
3 of the required fees, without further application, except as provided 
4 in subdivision fer. (d). 
5 te1 
+ (d) If a registrant fails to obtain a passing score on the California 
6 law and ethics examination deseribed in subdivisien (a) within his 
7 or her renewal period en eli aftet the eperative date efthis seetien, 
8 he or she shall complete, at minimum, a 12-hour course in 
9 California law and ethics in erder te be eligible le participate in 

10 the prior to retaking the board-administered California law and 
11 ethics examination. Registrants shall only take the 12-hour 
12 California law and ethics course once during a renewal period. 
13 The 12-hour law and ethics course required by this section shall 
14 be taken through a continuing education provider as specified by 
15 the board by regulation, a county, state, or governmental entity, 
+ or a college or university. 

16 00 
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Page 68 17 
18 

(e) The board shall not issue a subsequent registration number 
unless the applicant has passed the California law and ethics 

+ examination. 
19 (g) Notwithstanding stibdivision (f), an applie!lfit ·who holds or 
20 bas held a registration, with an expiration date no late1 than January 
21 1, 2017, and .. ho applies fur a subsequent registration namber 
22 between January I, 2016, and January 1, 2017, shall, if eligible, 
23 be allowed to obtain the subseqaent registration numbe1 "ithout 
24 first p!!Ssing the Califumia la\V and ethies examiMtion. These 
25 applieants shall pass the California law and etbies examination 
26 during the next renewal period 01 prior to lieensme, whieheve1 
27 oeetHs Iii*. 
28 (b) This seetion shall beeome opeiative January 1, 2016. 
30 SEC. 54. 
+ SEC. 53. Section 4999.62 of the Business and Professions Code 

31 is amended to read: 
32 4999.62. (a) This section applies to persons who apply for 
33 examination eligibility or registration on m aftei Janaa1y 1, 2016, 
34 and who do not hold a license as described in Section 4999.60. 
35 (b) For purposes of Section 4999.61, education is substantially 
36 equivalent if all of the following requirements are met: 
3 7 (1) The degree is obtained from an accredited or approved 
38 institution, as defined in Section 4999.12, and consists of, at a 
39 minimum, the following: 

Page 69 1 (A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within 
2 the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4999.33 the 
3 degree shall contain no less than 60 graduate semester or 90 
4 graduate quarter units of instruction. 
5 (ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instrnction may be 
6 remediated, if missing from the degree. The remediation may occur 
7 while the applicant is registered as an associate. 
8 (B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the 
9 timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4999.32 the 

10 degree shall contain no less than 48 graduate semester or 72 
11 graduate quarter units of instruction. 
12 (C) Six semester or nine quarter units of practicum, including, 
13 but not limited to, a minimum of 280 hours of face-to-face 
14 supervised clinical experience counseling individuals, families, or 
15 groups. 
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Page 69 16 (D) The required areas of study listed in subparagraphs (A) to 
17 (M), inclusive, of paragraph (!) of subdivision (c) of Section 
18 4999.33. 
19 (i) (I) An applicant whose degree is deficient in no more than 
20 six of the required areas of study listed in subparagraphs (A) to 
21 (M), inclusive, of paragraph (I) of subdivision (c) of Section 
22 4999.33 may satisfy those deficiencies by successfully completing 
23 graduate level coursework at an accredited or approved institution, 
24 as defined in Section 4999.12. Coursework taken to meet any 
25 deficiencies shall be the equivalent of three semester units or four 
26 and one-half quarter units of study. 
27 (II) Notwithstanding subclause (I), no applicant shall be deficient 
28 in the required areas of study specified in subparagraph (E) or (G) 
29 of paragraph (I) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33. 
30 (ii) An applicant who completed a course in professional 
31 orientation, ethics, and law in counseling as required by 
32 subparagraph (I) of paragraph(!) of subdivision (c) of Section 
33 4999.33 that did not contain instruction in California law and ethics 
34 shall complete an 18-hour course in California law and professional 
35 ethics that includes, but is not limited to, instruction in advertising, 
36 scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, 
3 7 confidentiality, dangerous clients, psychotherapist-client privilege, 
38 recordkeeping, client access to records, state and federal laws 
39 relating to confidentiality of patient health information, dual 
40 relationships, child abuse, elder a11d dependent adult abuse, online 

Page 70 I therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil liability, disciplinary 
2 actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical 
3 standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant fa111ily 
4 law, and therapist disclosures to clients. An applicant shall 
5 complete this coursework prior to registration as an associate. 
6 (iii) An applicant who has not completed a course in professional 
7 orientation, ethics, and law in counseling as required by 
8 subparagraph (I) of paragraph (I) of subdivision (c) of Section 
9 4999.33 shall complete this required coursework, including content 

10 in California law and ethics. An applicant shall complete this 
II coursework prior to registration as an associate. 
12 (2) The applicant completes any units required by subdivision 
13 (c) of Section 4999.33 not already completed in his or her education 
14 as follows: 
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Page 70 15 (A) At least 15 semester units or 22.5 quarter units of advanced 
16 coursework to develop knowledge of specific treatment issues or 
17 special populations. This coursework is in addition to the course 
18 requirements described in subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1). 
19 (B) Coursework shall be from an accredited or approved school, 
20 college, or university as defined in Section 4999.12. 
21 (3) (A) The applicant completes the following coursework not 
22 already completed in his or her education: 
23 (i) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training in human 
24 sexuality, as specified in Section 25 and any regulations 
25 promulgated thereunder, including the study of the physiological, 
26 psychological, and social cultural variables associated with sexual 
27 behavior, gender identity, and the assessment and treatment of 
28 psychosexual dysfunction. 
29 (ii) A minimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in spousal or 
30 partner abuse assessment, detection, intervention strategies, and 
31 same-gender abuse dynamics. 
32 (iii) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or 
33 coursework in child abuse assessment and reporting as specified 
34 in Section 28 and any regulations promulgated thereunder. 
35 (iv) A minimum of 10 contact hours ofinstmction in aging and 
36 long-term care, including biological, social, cognitive, and 
3 7 psychological aspects of aging. This coursework shall include 
3 8 instmction on the assessment and reporting of, as well as treatment 
39 related to, elder and dependent adult abuse and neglect. 

Page 71 1 (B) This coursework may be from an accredited or approved 
2 school, college, or university as defined in Section 4999.12, or 
3 from a continuing education provider that is aeeeptablc tel the bel!:lfd 
4 as defined meets qualifications specified in Section 4999.76. 
5 Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy this requirement. 
6 ( 4) The applicant completes the following coursework not 
7 already completed in his or her education from an accredited or 
8 approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 
9 4999.12, or from a continuing education provider th!:lt is aeeeptable 

10 tel the beJard as defined described in Section 4999.76. 
11 Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy this requirement. 
12 (A) At least three semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction 
13 regarding the principles of mental health recovery-oriented care 
14 and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice 
15 environments, including structured meetings with various 
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consumers and family members of consumers of mental health 
services to enhance understanding of their experiences of mental 
illness, treatment, and recovery. 

(B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that 
includes an understanding of various California cultures and the 
social and psychological implications of socioeconomic position. 

( 5) An applicant may complete any units and course content 
requirements required under paragraphs (2), (3), or ( 4) not already 
completed in his or her education while registered with the board 
as an associate. 

SEC. 55. 
SEC. 54. Section 4999.63 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4999.63. (a) This section applies to persons who apply for 

examination eligibility or registration en m after January 1, 2016, 
and who hold a license as described in Section 4999.60. 

(b) For purposes of Section 4999.60, education is substantially 
equivalent if all of the following requirements are met: 

(1) The degree is obtained from an accredited or approved 
institution, as defined in Section 4999.12, and consists of the 
following: 

(A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within 
the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4999.33 the 
degree shall contain no less than 60 graduate semester or 90 
graduate quarter units of instruction. 

(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be 
remediated, if missing from the degree. The remediation may occur 
while the applicant is registered as an associate. 

(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the 
timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4999.32 the 
degree shall contain no less than 48 graduate semester or 72 
graduate quarter units of instruction. 

(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of practicum, including, 
but not limited to, a minimum of 280 hours of face-to-face 
supervised clinical experience counseling individuals, families, or 
groups. 

(i) An applicant who has been licensed for at least two years in 
clinical practice, as verified by the board, is exempt from this 
requirement. 
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Page 72 15 (ii) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for less 
16 than two years in clinical practice, as verified by the board, who 
17 does not meet the practicum requirement, shall remediate the 
18 requirement by demonstrating completion of a total of 280 hours 
19 of face-to-face supervised clinical experience, as specified in 
20 subparagraph (K) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of Section 
21 4999.33. Any postdegree homs gained to meet this requirement 
22 are in addition to the 3,000 homs of experience required by this 
23 chapter, and shall be gained while the applicant is registered with 
24 the board as an associate. 
25 (D) The required areas of study specified in subparagraphs (A) 
26 to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 
27 4999.33. 
28 (i) (I) An applicant whose degree is deficient in no more than 
29 six of the required areas of study specified in subparagraphs (A) 
30 to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 
31 4999.3 3 may satisfy those deficiencies by successfully completing 
32 graduate level comsework at an accredited or approved institution, 
33 as defined in Section 4999.12. Coursework taken to meet any 
34 deficiencies shall be the equivalent of three semester units or four 
35 and one-half quarter lmits of study. 
36 (II) Notwithstanding subclause (I), no applicant shall be deficient 
37 in the required areas of study specified in subparagraph (E) or (G) 
38 of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33. 
39 (ii) An applicant who completed a comse in professional 
40 orientation, ethics, and law in counseling as required by 

Page 73 1 subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 
2 4999.33 that did not contain instruction in California law and ethics 
3 shall complete an 18-hour course in California law and professional 
4 ethics that includes, but is not limited to, instrnction in advertising, 
5 scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, 
6 confidentiality, dangerous clients, psychotherapist-client privilege, 
7 recordkeeping, client access to records, state and federal laws 
8 relating to confidentiality of patient health information, dual 
9 relationships, child abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online 

10 therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil liability, disciplinary 
11 actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical 
12 standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family 
13 law, and therapist disclosures to clients. An applicant shall 
14 complete this coursework prior to registration as an associate. 
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Page 73 15 (iii) An applicant who has not completed a course in professional 
16 orientation, ethics, and law in counseling as required by 
17 subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 
18 4999.33 shall complete this required comsework, including content 
19 in California law and ethics. An applicant shall complete this 
20 comsework prior to registration as an associate. 
21 (2) The applicant completes any units required under subdivision 
22 (c) of Section 4999.33 not already completed in his or her education 
23 as follows: 
24 (A) At least 15 semester units or 22.5 quarter units of advanced 
25 coursework to develop knowledge of specific treatment issues or 
26 special populations. This comsework is in addition to the comse 
27 requirements described in subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1). 
28 (B) Coursework shall be from an accredited or approved school, 
29 college, or university as defined in Section 4999.12. 
30 (3) The applicant completes the following comsework not 
31 already completed in his or her education: 
32 (A) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training in human 
33 sexuality, as specified in Section 25 and any regulations 
34 promulgated thereunder, including the study of the physiological, 
35 psychological, and social cultural variables associated with sexual 
36 behavior, gender identity, and the assessment and treatment of 
3 7 psychosexual dysfunction. 
38 (B) A minimum of 15 contact hams of instruction in spousal 
39 or partner abuse assessment, detection, intervention strategies, and 
40 same-gender abuse dynamics. 

Page 74 1 (C) Aminimumofsevencontacthoms oftrainingorcoursework 
2 in child abuse assessment and reporting as specified in Section 28 
3 and any regulations promulgated under that section. 
4 (D) A minimwn of I 0 contact hams of instruction in aging and 
5 long-term care, including biological, social, cognitive, and 
6 psychological aspects of aging. This comsework shall include 
7 instruction on the assessment and reporting of, as well as treatment 
8 related to, elder and dependent adult abuse and neglect. 
9 (E) This coursework may be from an accredited or approved 

10 school, college, or m1iversity as defined in Section 4999.12, or 
11 from a continuing education provider #tat is aeeeptable to the board 
12 as defined described in Section 4999.76. Undergraduate 
l3 coursework shall not satisfy this requirement. 
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( 4) The applicant completes the following coursework not 
already completed in his or her education from an accredited or 
approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 
4999.12, or fi·om a continuing education provider that is acceptable 
to the board as defined in Section 4999.76. Undergraduate 
coursework shall not satisfy this requirement. 

(A) At least three semester units or 45 hours of instruction 
regarding the principles of mental health recovery-oriented care 
and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice 
environments, including structured meetings with various 
consumers and family members of consumers of mental health 
services to enhance understanding of their experience of mental 
illness, treatment, and recovery. 

(B) At least one semester unit or 15 hours of instruction that 
includes an understanding of various California cultures and the 
social and psychological implications of socioeconomic position. 

(5) An applicant may complete any units and course content 
requirements required by subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1) or 
paragraphs (2), (3), and ( 4) not already completed in his or her 
education while registered with the board as an associate, unless 
otherwise specified. 

SEC. 56. 
SEC. 55. Section 4999.90 of the Business and Professions Code 

is amended to read: 
4999.90. The board may refuse to issue any registration or 

license, or may suspend or revoke the registration or license of 
any associate or licensed professional clinical counselor, if the 
applicant, licensee, or registrant has been guilty of unprofessional 
conduct. Unprofessional conduct includes, but is not limited to, 
the following: 

(a) The conviction of a crime substantially related to the 
qualifications, functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant under 
this chapter. The record of conviction shall be conclusive evidence 
only of the fact that the conviction occurred. The board may inquire 
into the circumstances surrounding the commission of the crime 
in order to fix the degree of discipline or to determine if the 
conviction is substantially related to the qualifications, functions, 
or duties of a licensee or registrant under this chapter. A plea or 
verdict of guilty or a conviction following a plea of nolo contendere 
made to a charge substantially related to the qualifications, 
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Page 75 14 functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant under this chapter 
15 shall be deemed to be a conviction within the meaning of this 
16 section. The board may order any license or registration suspended 
17 or revoked, or may decline to issue a license or registration when 
18 the time for appeal has elapsed, or the judgment of conviction has 
19 been afiirmed on appeal, or, when an order granting probation is 
20 made suspending the imposition of sentence, irrespective of a 
21 subsequent order under Section 1203.4 of the Penal Code allowing 
22 the person to withdraw a plea of guilty and enter a plea of not 
23 guilty, or setting aside the verdict of guilty, or dismissing the 
24 accusation, information, or indictment. 
25 (b) Securing a license or registration by fraud, deceit, or 
26 misrepresentation on any application for licensure or registration 
27 submitted to the board, whether engaged in by an applicant for a 
28 license or registration, or by a licensee in support of any application 
29 for licensure or registration. 
30 (c) Administering to himself or herself any controlled substance. 
31 or using any of the dangerous drugs specified in Section 4022, or 
32 any alcoholic beverage to the extent, or in a manner, as to be 
33 dangerous or injurious to the person applying for a registration or 
34 license or holding a registration or license under this chapter, or 
35 to any other person, or to the public, or, to the extent that the use 
36 impairs the ability of the person applying for or holding a 
3 7 registration or license to conduct with safety to the public the 
3 8 practice authorized by the registration or license. The board shall 
39 deny an application for a registration or license or revoke the 
40 license or registration of any person, other than one who is licensed 

Page 76 I as a physician and surgeon, who uses or offers to use drugs in the 
2 course of performing licensed professional clinical counseling 
3 services. 
4 (d) Gross negligence or incompetence in the performance of 
5 licensed professional clinical counseling services. 
6 (e) Violating, attempting to violate, or conspiring to violate any 
7 of the provisions of this chapter or any regulation adopted by the 
8 board. 
9 (f) Misrepresentation as to the type or status of a license or 

10 registration held by the person, or otherwise misrepresenting or 
11 permitting misrepresentation of his or her education, professional 
12 qualifications, or professional affiliations to any person or entity. 
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Page 76 13 (g) Impersonation of another by any licensee, registrant, or 
14 applicant for a license or registration, or, in the case of a licensee 
15 or registrant, allowing any other person to use his or her license 
16 or registration. 
17 (h) Aiding or abetting, or employing, directly or indirectly, any 
18 unlicensed or unregistered person to engage in conduct for which 
19 a license or registration is required under this chapter. 
20 (i) Intentionally or recklessly causing physical or emotional 
21 harm to any client. 
22 U) The commission of any dishonest, cormpt, or fraudulent act 
23 substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a 
24 licensee or registrant. 
25 (k) Engaging in sexual relations with a client, or a former client 
26 within two years following termination of therapy, soliciting sexual 
27 relations with a client, or committing an act of sexual abuse, or 
28 sexual misconduct with a client, or committing an act punishable 
29 as a sexually related crime, if that act or solicitation is substantially 
30 related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a licensed 
31 professional clinical counselor. 
32 (f) Performing, or holding oneself out as being able to perform, 
33 or offering to perform, or permitting any trainee, applicant, or 
34 registrant under supervision to perform, any professional services 
35 beyond the scope of the license authorized by this chapter. 
36 (m) Failure to maintain confidentiality, except as otherwise 
3 7 required or permitted by law, of all information that has been 
38 received from a client in confidence during the course of treatment 
39 and all information about the client which is obtained from tests 
40 or other means. 

Page 77 I (n) Prior to the commencement of treatment, failing to disclose 
2 to the client or prospective client the fee to be charged for the 
3 professional services, or the basis upon which that fee will be 
4 computed. 
5 ( o) Paying, accepting, or soliciting any consideration, 
6 compensation, or remuneration, whether monetary or otherwise, 
7 for the referral of professional clients. All consideration, 
8 compensation, or remuneration shall be in relation to professional 
9 clinical counseling services actually provided by the licensee. 

10 Nothing in this subdivision shall prevent collaboration among two 
II or more licensees in a case or cases. However, no fee shall be 
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Page 77 12 charged for that collaboration, except when disclosure of the fee 
13 has been made in compliance with subdivision (n). 
14 (p) Advertising in a manner that is false, fraudulent, misleading, 
15 or deceptive, as defined in Section 651. 
16 ( q) Reproduction or description in public, or in any publication 
17 subject to general public distribution, of any psychological test or 
18 other assessment device, the value of which depends in whole or 
19 in part on the naivete of the subject, in ways that might invalidate 
20 the test or device. 
21 (r) Any conduct in the supervision of a registered associate, 
23 trainee, or applicant by any licensee that violates this chapter or 
24 any mles or regulations adopted by the board. 
25 (s) Performing or holding oneself out as being able to perform 
26 prefessienal mental health services beyond the scope of one's 
27 competence, as established by one's education, training, or 
28 experience. This subdivision shall not be construed to expand the 
29 scope of the license authorized by this chapter. 
30 (t) Permitting a trainee, associate, or applicant under one's 
31 supervision or control to perform, or permitting the trainee, 
32 associate, or applicant to hold himself or herself out as competent 
33 to perform, professional mental health services beyond the 
34 trainee's, associate's, or applicant's level of education, training, 
35 or experience. 
37 (u) The violation of any statute or regulation governing the 
3 8 gaining and supervision of experience required by this chapter. 

Page 78 1 (v) Failure to keep records consistent with sound clinical 
2 judgment, the standards of the profession, and the nature of the 
3 services being rendered. 
4 (w) Failure to comply with the child abuse reporting 
5 requirements of Section 11166 of the Penal Code. 
6 (x) Failing to comply with the elder and dependent adult abuse 
7 reporting requirements of Section 15630 of the Welfare and 
8 Institutions Code. 
9 (y) Repeated acts of negligence. 

10 (z) (1) Engaging in an act described in Section 261, 286, 288a, 
11 or 289 of the Penal Code with a minor or an act described in 
12 Section 288 or 288.5 of the Penal Code regardless of whether the 
13 act occurred prior to or after the time the registration or license 
14 was issued by the board. An act described in this subdivision 
15 occurring prior to the effective date of this subdivision shall 
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constitute unprofessional conduct and shall subject the licensee to 
refusal, suspension, or revocation of a license under this section. 

(2) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that protection of 
the public, and in particular minors, from sexual misconduct by a 
licensee is a compelling governmental interest, and that the ability 
to suspend or revoke a license for sexual conduct with a minor 
occurring prior to the effective date of this section is equally 
important to protecting the public as is the ability to refuse a license 
for sexual conduct with a minor occurring prior to the effective 
date of this section. 

(aa) Engaging in any conduct that subverts or attempts to subvert 
any licensing examination or the administration of an examination 
as described in Section 123. 

( ab) Revocation, suspension, or restriction by the board of a 
license, certificate, or registration to practice as a professional 
clinical counselor, clinical social worker, educational psychologist, 
or marriage and family therapist. 

( ac) Failing to comply with the procedures set forth in Section 
2290.5 when delivering health care via telehealth. 

(ad) Willful violation of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 
1231 00) of Part 1 of Division 106 of the Health and Safety Code. 

SEC. 57. 
SEC. 56. Section 124260 of the Health and Safety Code is 

amended to read: 
124260. (a) As used in this section: 
(I) "Mental health treatment or counseling services" means the 

provision of outpatient mental health treatment or counseling by 
a professional person, as defined in paragraph (2). 

(2) "Professional person" means any of the following: 
(A) A person designated as a mental health professional in 

Sections 622 to 626, inclusive, of Title 9 of the California Code 
of Regulations. 

(B) A marriage and family therapist, as defined in Chapter 13 
(commencing with Section 4980) of Division 2 of the Business 
and Professions Code. 

(C) A licensed educational psychologist, as defined in Chapter 
13.5 (commencing with Section 4989.10) of Division 2 of tl1e 
Business and Professions Code. 

(D) A credentialed school psychologist, as described in Section 
49424 of the Education Code. 
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Page 79 16 (E) A clinical psychologist licensed under Chapter 6. 6 
17 (commencing with Section 2900) of Division 2 of the Business 
18 and Professions Code. 
19 (F) Any of the following persons, while working under the 
20 supervision of a licensed professional specified in Section 2902 
21 of the Business and Professions Code: 
22 (i) A registered psychologist, as defined in Section 2909.5 of 
23 the Business and Professions Code. 
24 (ii) A registered psychological assistant, as defined in Section 
25 2913 of the Business and Professions Code. 
26 (iii) A psychology trainee, as defined in Section 1387 of Title 
27 16 of the California Code of Regulations. 
28 (G) A licensed clinical social worker, as defined in Chapter 14 
29 (commencing with Section4991) ofDivision2 of the Business 
30 and Professions Code. 
31 (H) An associate clinical social worker, or a social work intern, 
32 as defined in Chapter 14 (commencing with Section 4991) of 
33 Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code, while working 
34 under the supervision of a licensed professional specified in Section 
35 4996.20 of the Business and Professions Code. 
3 7 (I) A person registered as an associate marriage and family 
3 8 therapist or a marriage and family therapist trainee, as defined in 
39 Chapter 13 (commencing with Section 4980) ofDivision2 of the 
40 Business and Professions Code, while working under the 

Page 80 1 supervision of a licensed professional specified in subdivision (g) 
2 of Section 4980.03 of the Business and Professions Code. 
3 (J) A board certified, or bomd eligible, psychiatrist. 
4 (K) A licensed professional clinical counselor, as defined in 
5 Chapter 16 (commencing with Section 4999.1 0) of Division 2 of 
6 the Business and Professions Code. 
7 (L) A person registered as an associate profession professional 
8 clinical counselor or a clinical counselor trainee, as defined in 
9 Chapter 16 (commencing with Section4999.10) ofDivision2 of 

10 the Business and Professions Code, while working under the 
11 supervision of a licensed professional specified in subdivision (h) 
12 of Section 4999.12 of the Business and Professions Code. 
13 (b) (1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, 
14 a minor who is 12 yems of age or older may consent to mental 
15 health treatment or counseling services if, in the opinion of the 
16 attending professional person, the minor is mature enough to 
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Page 80 17 participate intelligently in the mental health treatment or counseling 
18 services. 
19 (2) A marriage and family therapist trainee, a clinical counselor 
20 trainee, a psychology trainee, or a social work intern, as specified 
21 in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a), shall notify his or her supervisor 
22 or, if the supervisor is unavailable, an on-call supervisor at the site 
23 where the trainee or intern volunteers or is employed within 24 
24 hours of treating or counseling a minor pursuant to paragraph (I). 
25 If upon the initial assessment of the minor the trainee or intern 
26 believes that the minor is a danger to self or to others, the trainee 
27 or intern shall notify the supervisor or, if the supervisor is 
28 unavailable, the on-call supervisor immediately after the treatment 
29 or counseling session. 
30 (3) Nothing in paragraph (2) is intended to supplant, alter, 
31 expand, or remove any other reporting responsibilities required of 
32 trainees or interns under law. 
33 (c) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the 
34 mental health treatment or counseling of a minor authorized by 
35 this section shall include involvement of the minor's parent or 
36 guardian, unless the professional person who is treating or 
3 7 counseling the minor, after consulting with the minor, determines 
38 that the involvement would be inappropriate. The professional 
39 person who is treating or counseling the minor shall state in the 
40 client record whether and when the person attempted to contact 

Page 81 I the minor's parent or guardian, and whether the attempt to contact 
2 was successful or unsuccessful, or the reason why, in the 
3 professional person's opinion, it would be inappropriate to contact 
4 the minor's parent or guardian. 
5 (d) The minor's parent or guardian is not liable for payment for 
6 mental health treatment or counseling services provided pursuant 
7 to this section unless the parent or guardian participates in the 
8 mental health treatment or counseling, and then only for services 
9 rendered with the participation of the parent or guardian. 

I 0 (e) This section does not authorize a minor to receive convulsive 
I 1 treatment or psychosurgery, as defined in subdivisions (f) and (g) 
12 of Section 5325 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or 
13 psychotropic drugs without the consent of the minor's parent or 
14 guardian. 
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Page 81 16 SEC. 58. 
+ SEC. 57. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to 

17 Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California Constitution because 
18 the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school 
19 district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or 
20 infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty 
21 for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of 
22 the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within 
23 the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California 
24 Constitution. 
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1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 574-7830, (916) 574-8625 Fax 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

To: Committee Members Date: October 4, 2017 

From: Rosanne Helms 
Legislative Analyst 

Telephone: (916) 574-7897 

Subject: Proposed 2018 Omnibus Legislation 

Upon review, staff has determined that several sections of the Business and Professions Code 
(BPC) pertaining to the Board of Behavioral Sciences require amendments. The proposed 
amendments are as follows: 

1. Amend BPC Section 27 – Disclosure of Information on Licensees and Registrants 

Background: BPC §27 requires boards and bureaus under the Department of Consumer 
Affairs (DCA) to disclose certain specified information. For most boards and bureaus that 
register pre-licensees, the law states that information must be disclosed on licensees and 
registrants. However, registrants are not mentioned in this Board’s subsection. 

Recommendation: Amend BPC §27(c)(14) to state that “The Board of Behavioral Sciences 
shall disclose information on its licensees and registrants.” 

2. Amend BPC Sections 865, 2290.5, 4990.30, 4999.14, 4999.22, 4999.48, 4999.100, and 
Family Code Section 6924 – Changing “Intern” title to “Associate” 

Background: Legislation was signed in 2016 to change the “intern” title to “associate” for 
LMFT and LPCC registrants effective January 1, 2018. 

Last year, general language was placed in the law stating that any reference to an “intern” 
shall be deemed a reference to an “associate,” and staff began the process of making the title 
change in code sections that were already being amended in active legislation. 

These amendments complete the title change in sections that were not affected by legislation 
last year. 

Recommendation: Change the term “intern” to “associate” in sections where the change was 
not made via legislation last year. 

3. Amend BPC Sections 4980.37, 4980.39, 4980.41, and 4999.32 – Remove Expiration Date 
For Accepting Degrees Begun Prior to August 1, 2012 and Completed Before December 
31, 2018 
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Background: Educational requirements for degrees begun after August 1, 2012 or completed 
after December 31, 2018, are specified in BPC sections 4980.36 and 4999.33 for LMFT and 
LPCC applicants, respectively (new education requirements). However, the educational 
requirements for older degrees, contained in BPC sections 4980.37, 4980.39, and 4980.41 
(for LMFT applicants) and section 4999.32 (for LPCC applicants) are still specified in law, 
because applicants with these older degrees will continue to apply for licensure (often 
because they are coming here from out-of-state, but sometimes because they need a new 
registration number, or took a break for a while). 

Sections 4980.37, 4980.39, 4980.41, and 4999.32 are set to repeal on January 1, 2019. If 
that were to happen, then applicants with older degrees would need to meet the educational 
requirements of sections 4980.36 and 4999.33. 

Staff does not believe it was the intent of the Board, when it ran legislation in 2009 to change 
the educational requirements for a license, to require older degrees to meet new 
requirements. Doing so would be exceptionally burdensome, because degree requirements 
have been increased from 48 to 60 semester units, and practicum hours (which cannot be 
remediated outside of the degree program) have also increased. 

Staff believes the intent of the Board at the time it changed the educational requirements was 
to have schools phase-in the new education requirements based on when the applicant 
started school, but not to eliminate an applicant’s ability to apply for licensure a few years 
down the road if they graduated under the older program. For these reasons, staff 
recommends striking the 2019 sunset date in the above-mentioned sections. 

Recommendation: Amend sections 4980.37, 4980.39, 4980.41 and 4999.32 to strike the 
January 1, 2019 sunset date. 

4. Amend BPC Sections 4980.72, 4996.17, and 4999.60 – Acceptance of Clinical Exam 
Score from an Out-of-State Applicant 

Background: These code sections allow an applicant who obtained a license or registration in 
another jurisdiction to apply for licensure with the Board without taking the clinical exam if the 
applicant has already passed the clinical exam that is accepted by the Board, and if the out-
of-state license or registration is active and in good standing. 

The law currently allows the applicant to “apply for licensure” if the above conditions are met, 
but it would be more accurate to state that they may “qualify for licensure”. 

Recommendation: Amend the term “apply for licensure” to “qualify for licensure.” 

5. Amend BPC Sections 4980.78, 4980.79, 4999.62, and 4999.63 – Reference to 
“Supervised” Practicum for Out-of-State Applicants 

Background: LMFT law for in-state applicants states that practicum must be “supervised.” 
LPCC law for in-state applicants references practicum as “supervised practicum or field study 
experience” (BPC §§4980.36, 4980.37, 4999.32, and 4999.33). However, the out-of-state 
education requirements simply mention “practicum,” and do not refer to practicum using the 
same terms as used for in-state applicants. 

Recommendation: Amend the references to practicum in the LMFT and LPCC out-of-state 
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education requirements so that they match the references to practicum used for the in-state 
requirements. 

6. Amend BPC Section 4992 – Minor Technical Changes 

Background: This section contains a date reference that is obsolete. Staff also believes 
some references to the examination need minor adjustments. Under the examination 
restructure, the California law and ethics exam is now taken during registration. However, it is 
possible that an out-of-state applicant may apply for licensure without having taken the law 
and ethics exam, if he or she does not need to register as an intern to gain experience hours. 
Minor amendments are needed to account for this scenario 

Recommendation: Make the following amendments to BPC §4992: 

Every applicant for a license under this chapter shall file an application with the board 
accompanied by the application fee prescribed by this chapter. Every application received after 
January 1, 1988, shall also be accompanied by the applicable examination fee prescribed by 
this chapter. 

The application shall contain information showing that the applicant has all the qualifications 
required by the board for admission to thean examination. 

Additional Amendments Proposed by Psychology Board 

The Psychology Board (BOP) plans to propose amendments updating BPC sections 337 and 728 
in this year’s omnibus bill. These sections discuss the requirement that a psychotherapist who 
becomes aware that a patient had sexual contact with his or her previous psychotherapist must 
provide that patient with a brochure detailing his or her rights in that situation. Because this 
Board and Medical Board are also affected by these sections, the BOP has requested your input 
and approval. 

Recommendation 

Conduct an open discussion about the proposed amendments. Direct staff to make any 
discussed changes, and any non-substantive changes, and bring to the Board for consideration 
as a legislative proposal. 

Attachments 

Attachment A: Proposed Language 
Attachment B: Psychology Board Proposed Language to BPC §§337 and 728 
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ATTACHMENT A 
2018 OMNIBUS BILL 

PROPOSED LANGUAGE 

§27. PUBLIC INFORMATION 

(a) Each entity specified in subdivisions (c), (d), and (e) shall provide on the Internet information 
regarding the status of every license issued by that entity in accordance with the California 
Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the 
Government Code) and the Information Practices Act of 1977 (Chapter 1 (commencing with 
Section 1798) of Title 1.8 of Part 4 of Division 3 of the Civil Code). The public information to be 
provided on the Internet shall include information on suspensions and revocations of licenses 
issued by the entity and other related enforcement action, including accusations filed pursuant 
to the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of 
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code) taken by the entity relative to persons, 
businesses, or facilities subject to licensure or regulation by the entity. The information may not 
include personal information, including home telephone number, date of birth, or social security 
number. Each entity shall disclose a licensee’s address of record. However, each entity shall 
allow a licensee to provide a post office box number or other alternate address, instead of his or 
her home address, as the address of record. This section shall not preclude an entity from also 
requiring a licensee, who has provided a post office box number or other alternative mailing 
address as his or her address of record, to provide a physical business address or residence 
address only for the entity’s internal administrative use and not for disclosure as the licensee’s 
address of record or disclosure on the Internet. 

(b) In providing information on the Internet, each entity specified in subdivisions (c) and (d) shall 
comply with the Department of Consumer Affairs’ guidelines for access to public records. 

(c) Each of the following entities within the Department of Consumer Affairs shall comply with 
the requirements of this section: 

(1) The Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists shall disclose 
information on its registrants and licensees. 

(2) The Bureau of Automotive Repair shall disclose information on its licensees, including auto 
repair dealers, smog stations, lamp and brake stations, smog check technicians, and smog 
inspection certification stations. 

(3) The Bureau of Electronic and Appliance Repair, Home Furnishings, and Thermal Insulation 
shall disclose information on its licensees and registrants, including major appliance repair 
dealers, combination dealers (electronic and appliance), electronic repair dealers, service 
contract sellers, and service contract administrators. 

(4) The Cemetery and Funeral Bureau shall disclose information on its licensees, including 
cemetery brokers, cemetery salespersons, cemetery managers, crematory managers, cemetery 
authorities, crematories, cremated remains disposers, embalmers, funeral establishments, and 
funeral directors. 

(5) The Professional Fiduciaries Bureau shall disclose information on its licensees. 
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(6) The Contractors’ State License Board shall disclose information on its licensees and 
registrants in accordance with Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 7000) of Division 3. In 
addition to information related to licenses as specified in subdivision (a), the board shall also 
disclose information provided to the board by the Labor Commissioner pursuant to Section 98.9 
of the Labor Code. 

(7) The Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education shall disclose information on private 
postsecondary institutions under its jurisdiction, including disclosure of notices to comply issued 
pursuant to Section 94935 of the Education Code. 

(8) The California Board of Accountancy shall disclose information on its licensees and 
registrants. 

(9) The California Architects Board shall disclose information on its licensees, including 
architects and landscape architects. 

(10) The State Athletic Commission shall disclose information on its licensees and registrants. 

(11) The State Board of Barbering and Cosmetology shall disclose information on its licensees. 

(12) The State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind shall disclose information on its licensees and 
registrants. 

(13) The Acupuncture Board shall disclose information on its licensees. 

(14) The Board of Behavioral Sciences shall disclose information on its licensees and 
registrants., including licensed marriage and family therapists, licensed clinical social workers, 
licensed educational psychologists, and licensed professional clinical counselors. 

(15) The Dental Board of California shall disclose information on its licensees. 

(16) The State Board of Optometry shall disclose information on its licensees and registrants. 

(17) The Board of Psychology shall disclose information on its licensees, including 
psychologists, psychological assistants, and registered psychologists. 

(d) The State Board of Chiropractic Examiners shall disclose information on its licensees. 

(e) The Structural Pest Control Board shall disclose information on its licensees, including 
applicators, field representatives, and operators in the areas of fumigation, general pest and 
wood destroying pests and organisms, and wood roof cleaning and treatment. 

(f) The Bureau of Medical Cannabis Regulation shall disclose information on its licensees. 

(g) “Internet” for the purposes of this section has the meaning set forth in paragraph (6) of 
subdivision (f) of Section 17538. 

AMEND BPC §865. DEFINITION OF SEXUAL ORIENTATION CHANGE EFFORTS 

For the purposes of this article, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 
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(a) “Mental health provider” means a physician and surgeon specializing in the practice of 
psychiatry, a psychologist, a psychological assistant, intern, or trainee, a licensed marriage and 

family therapist, a registered associate marriage and family therapist, intern, or a marriage and 

family therapist trainee, a licensed educational psychologist, a credentialed school psychologist, 
a licensed clinical social worker, an associate clinical social worker, a licensed professional 
clinical counselor, a registered associate professional clinical counselor, intern, or a professional 
clinical counselor trainee, or any other person designated as a mental health professional under 
California law or regulation. 

(b) (1) “Sexual orientation change efforts” means any practices by mental health providers that 
seek to change an individual’s sexual orientation. This includes efforts to change behaviors or 
gender expressions, or to eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attractions or feelings toward 

individuals of the same sex. 

(2) “Sexual orientation change efforts” does not include psychotherapies that: (A) provide 

acceptance, support, and understanding of clients or the facilitation of clients’ coping, social 
support, and identity exploration and development, including sexual orientation-neutral 
interventions to prevent or address unlawful conduct or unsafe sexual practices; and (B) do not 
seek to change sexual orientation. 

AMEND BPC §2290.5. TELEHEALTH; CONSENT REQUIREMENTS; EFFECT OF 
NONCOMPLIANCE ON HEALTH PRACTITIONER 

(a) For purposes of this division, the following definitions shall apply: 

(1) “Asynchronous store and forward” means the transmission of a patient’s medical information 
from an originating site to the health care provider at a distant site without the presence of the 
patient. 

(2) “Distant site” means a site where a health care provider who provides health care services is 
located while providing these services via a telecommunications system. 

(3) “Health care provider” means either of the following: 

(A) A person who is licensed under this division. 

(B) An associate marriage and family therapist intern or marriage and family therapist trainee 
functioning pursuant to Section 4980.43. 

(4) “Originating site” means a site where a patient is located at the time health care services are 
provided via a telecommunications system or where the asynchronous store and forward 
service originates. 

(5) “Synchronous interaction” means a real-time interaction between a patient and a health care 
provider located at a distant site. 

(6) “Telehealth” means the mode of delivering health care services and public health via 
information and communication technologies to facilitate the diagnosis, consultation, treatment, 
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education, care management, and self-management of a patient’s health care while the patient 
is at the originating site and the health care provider is at a distant site. Telehealth facilitates 
patient self-management and caregiver support for patients and includes synchronous 
interactions and asynchronous store and forward transfers. 

(b) Prior to the delivery of health care via telehealth, the health care provider initiating the use of 
telehealth shall inform the patient about the use of telehealth and obtain verbal or written 
consent from the patient for the use of telehealth as an acceptable mode of delivering health 
care services and public health. The consent shall be documented. 

(c) Nothing in this section shall preclude a patient from receiving in-person health care delivery 
services during a specified course of health care and treatment after agreeing to receive 
services via telehealth. 

(d) The failure of a health care provider to comply with this section shall constitute 
unprofessional conduct. Section 2314 shall not apply to this section. 

(e) This section shall not be construed to alter the scope of practice of any health care provider 
or authorize the delivery of health care services in a setting, or in a manner, not otherwise 
authorized by law. 

(f) All laws regarding the confidentiality of health care information and a patient’s rights to his or 
her medical information shall apply to telehealth interactions. 

(g) This section shall not apply to a patient under the jurisdiction of the Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation or any other correctional facility. 

(h) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and for purposes of this section, the governing 
body of the hospital whose patients are receiving the telehealth services may grant privileges to, 
and verify and approve credentials for, providers of telehealth services based on its medical 
staff recommendations that rely on information provided by the distant-site hospital or telehealth 
entity, as described in Sections 482.12, 482.22, and 485.616 of Title 42 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

(2) By enacting this subdivision, it is the intent of the Legislature to authorize a hospital to grant 
privileges to, and verify and approve credentials for, providers of telehealth services as 
described in paragraph (1). 

(3) For the purposes of this subdivision, “telehealth” shall include “telemedicine” as the term is 
referenced in Sections 482.12, 482.22, and 485.616 of Title 42 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

§4980.37. QUALIFYING DEGREE PROGRAM FOR LICENSURE OR 
REGISTRATION; BEGINNING GRADUATE STUDY BEFORE AUGUST 1, 2012 AND 
COMPLETING GRADUATE STUDY BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2018 

(a) This section shall apply to applicants for licensure or registration who beginbegan graduate 
study before August 1, 2012, and completecompleted that study on or before December 31, 
2018. Those applicants may alternatively qualify under paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of 
Section 4980.36. 
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(b) To qualify for a license or registration, applicants shall possess a doctor’s or master’s degree 
in marriage, family, and child counseling, marriage and family therapy, couple and family 
therapy, psychology, clinical psychology, counseling psychology, or counseling with an 
emphasis in either marriage, family, and child counseling or marriage and family therapy, 
obtained from a school, college, or university accredited by a regional or national institutional 
accrediting agency that is recognized by the United States Department of Education or 
approved by the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education. The board has the authority to 
make the final determination as to whether a degree meets all requirements, including, but not 
limited to, course requirements, regardless of accreditation or approval. In order to qualify for 
licensure pursuant to this section, a doctor’s or master’s degree program shall be a single, 
integrated program primarily designed to train marriage and family therapists and shall contain 
no less than 48 semester or 72 quarter units of instruction. This instruction shall include no less 
than 12 semester units or 18 quarter units of coursework in the areas of marriage, family, and 
child counseling, and marital and family systems approaches to treatment. The coursework shall 
include all of the following areas: 

(1) The salient theories of a variety of psychotherapeutic orientations directly related to marriage 
and family therapy, and marital and family systems approaches to treatment. 

(2) Theories of marriage and family therapy and how they can be utilized in order to intervene 
therapeutically with couples, families, adults, children, and groups. 

(3) Developmental issues and life events from infancy to old age and their effect on individuals, 
couples, and family relationships. This may include coursework that focuses on specific family 
life events and the psychological, psychotherapeutic, and health implications that arise within 
couples and families, including, but not limited to, childbirth, child rearing, childhood, 
adolescence, adulthood, marriage, divorce, blended families, stepparenting, abuse and neglect 
of older and dependent adults, and geropsychology. 

(4) A variety of approaches to the treatment of children. 

The board shall, by regulation, set forth the subjects of instruction required in this subdivision. 

(c) (1) In addition to the 12 semester or 18 quarter units of coursework specified in subdivision 
(b), the doctor’s or master’s degree program shall contain not less than six semester or nine 
quarter units of supervised practicum in applied psychotherapeutic technique, assessments, 
diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of premarital, couple, family, and child relationships, 
including dysfunctions, healthy functioning, health promotion, and illness prevention, in a 
supervised clinical placement that provides supervised fieldwork experience within the scope of 
practice of a marriage and family therapist. 

(2) For applicants who enrolled in a degree program on or after January 1, 1995, the practicum 
shall include a minimum of 150 hours of face-to-face experience counseling individuals, 
couples, families, or groups. 

(3) The practicum hours shall be considered as part of the 48 semester or 72 quarter unit 
requirement. 
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(d) As an alternative to meeting the qualifications specified in subdivision (b), the board shall 
accept as equivalent degrees those master’s or doctor’s degrees granted by educational 
institutions whose degree program is approved by the Commission on Accreditation for 
Marriage and Family Therapy Education. 

(e) In order to provide an integrated course of study and appropriate professional training, while 
allowing for innovation and individuality in the education of marriage and family therapists, a 
degree program that meets the educational qualifications for licensure or registration under this 
section shall do all of the following: 

(1) Provide an integrated course of study that trains students generally in the diagnosis, 
assessment, prognosis, and treatment of mental disorders. 

(2) Prepare students to be familiar with the broad range of matters that may arise within 
marriage and family relationships. 

(3) Train students specifically in the application of marriage and family relationship counseling 
principles and methods. 

(4) Encourage students to develop those personal qualities that are intimately related to the 
counseling situation such as integrity, sensitivity, flexibility, insight, compassion, and personal 
presence. 

(5) Teach students a variety of effective psychotherapeutic techniques and modalities that may 
be utilized to improve, restore, or maintain healthy individual, couple, and family relationships. 

(6) Permit an emphasis or specialization that may address any one or more of the unique and 
complex array of human problems, symptoms, and needs of Californians served by marriage 
and family therapists. 

(7) Prepare students to be familiar with cross-cultural mores and values, including a familiarity 
with the wide range of racial and ethnic backgrounds common among California’s population, 
including, but not limited to, Blacks, Hispanics, Asians, and Native Americans. 

(f) Educational institutions are encouraged to design the practicum required by this section to 
include marriage and family therapy experience in low income and multicultural mental health 
settings. 

(g) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2019, and as of that date is repealed, 
unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2019, deletes or extends that 
date. 
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§4980.39. ADDITIONAL COURSEWORK; INOPERATIVE JANUARY 1, 2019 
(a) An applicant for licensure whose education qualifies him or her under Section 4980.37 shall 
complete, as a condition of licensure, a minimum of 10 contact hours of coursework in aging and 
long-term care, which may include, but is not limited to, the biological, social, and psychological 
aspects of aging. On and after January 1, 2012, this coursework shall include instruction on the 
assessment and reporting of, as well as treatment related to, elder and dependent adult abuse 
and neglect. 

(b) Coursework taken in fulfillment of other educational requirements for licensure pursuant to this 
chapter, or in a separate course of study, may, at the discretion of the board, fulfill the 
requirements of this section. 

(c) In order to satisfy the coursework requirement of this section, the applicant shall submit to the 
board a certification from the chief academic officer of the educational institution from which the 
applicant graduated stating that the coursework required by this section is included within the 
institution's required curriculum for graduation, or within the coursework, that was completed by 
the applicant. 

(d) The board shall not issue a license to the applicant until the applicant has met the requirements 
of this section. 

(e) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1,2019, and as of that date is repealed, 
unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2019, deletes or extends that 
date. 

§4980.41. ELIGIBILITY TO SIT FOR LICENSING EXAMINATIONS; COURSEWORK 
OR TRAINING; INOPERATIVE JANUARY 1, 2019 

(a) An applicant for licensure whose education qualifies him or her under Section 4980.37 shall 
complete the following coursework or training in order to be eligible to sit for the licensing 
examinations as specified in subdivision (d) of Section 4980.40: 

(1) A two semester or three quarter unit course in California law and professional ethics for 
marriage and family therapists, which shall include, but not be limited to, the following areas of 
study: 

(A) Contemporary professional ethics and statutory, regulatory, and decisional laws that 
delineate the profession’s scope of practice. 

(B) The therapeutic, clinical, and practical considerations involved in the legal and ethical 
practice of marriage and family therapy, including family law. 

(C) The current legal patterns and trends in the mental health profession. 

(D) The psychotherapist-patient privilege, confidentiality, the patient dangerous to self or others, 
and the treatment of minors with and without parental consent. 
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(E) A recognition and exploration of the relationship between a practitioner’s sense of self and 
human values and his or her professional behavior and ethics. 

This course may be considered as part of the 48 semester or 72 quarter unit requirements 
contained in Section 4980.37. 

(2) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework in child abuse assessment and 
reporting as specified in Section 28 and any regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(3) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training or coursework in human sexuality as specified in 
Section 25, and any regulations promulgated thereunder. When coursework in a master’s or 
doctor’s degree program is acquired to satisfy this requirement, it shall be considered as part of 
the 48 semester or 72 quarter unit requirement contained in Section 4980.37. 

(4) For persons who began graduate study on or after January 1, 1986, a master’s or doctor’s 
degree qualifying for licensure shall include specific instruction in alcoholism and other chemical 
substance dependency as specified by regulation. When coursework in a master’s or doctor’s 
degree program is acquired to satisfy this requirement, it shall be considered as part of the 48 
semester or 72 quarter unit requirement contained in Section 4980.37. Coursework required 
under this paragraph may be satisfactory if taken either in fulfillment of other educational 
requirements for licensure or in a separate course. The applicant may satisfy this requirement 
by successfully completing this coursework from a master’s or doctoral degree program at an 
accredited or approved institution, as described in subdivision (b) of Section 4980.37, or from a 
board-accepted provider of continuing education, as described in Section 4980.54. 

(5) For persons who began graduate study during the period commencing on January 1, 1995, 
and ending on December 31, 2003, a master’s or doctor’s degree qualifying for licensure shall 
include coursework in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention. For 
persons who began graduate study on or after January 1, 2004, a master’s or doctor’s degree 
qualifying for licensure shall include a minimum of 15 contact hours of coursework in spousal or 
partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention strategies, including knowledge of 
community resources, cultural factors, and same gender abuse dynamics. Coursework required 
under this paragraph may be satisfactory if taken either in fulfillment of other educational 
requirements for licensure or in a separate course. The applicant may satisfy this requirement 
by successfully completing this coursework from a master’s or doctoral degree program at an 
accredited or approved institution, as described in subdivision (b) of Section 4980.37, or from a 
board-accepted provider of continuing education, as described in Section 4980.54. 

(6) For persons who began graduate study on or after January 1, 2001, an applicant shall 
complete a minimum of a two semester or three quarter unit survey course in psychological 
testing. When coursework in a master’s or doctor’s degree program is acquired to satisfy this 
requirement, it may be considered as part of the 48 semester or 72 quarter unit requirement of 
Section 4980.37. 

(7) For persons who began graduate study on or after January 1, 2001, an applicant shall 
complete a minimum of a two semester or three quarter unit survey course in 
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psychopharmacology. When coursework in a master’s or doctor’s degree program is acquired to 
satisfy this requirement, it may be considered as part of the 48 semester or 72 quarter unit 
requirement of Section 4980.37. 

(8) The requirements added by paragraphs (6) and (7) are intended to improve the educational 
qualifications for licensure in order to better prepare future licentiates for practice and are not 
intended in any way to expand or restrict the scope of practice for licensed marriage and family 
therapists. 

(b) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2019, and as of that date is repealed, 
unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2019, deletes or extends that 
date. 

AMEND §4980.72. 
(a) This section applies to a person who is licensed outside of California and applies for 

licensure on or after January 1, 2016. 

(b) The board may issue a license to a person who, at the time of submitting an application for a 
license pursuant to this chapter, holds a valid license in good standing issued by a board of 
marriage counselor examiners, board of marriage and family therapists, or corresponding 
authority, of any state or country, if all of the following conditions are satisfied: 

(1) The applicant’s education is substantially equivalent, as defined in Section 4980.79. The 
applicant’s degree title need not be identical to that required by Section 4980.36 or 4980.37. 

(2) The applicant complies with Section 4980.76, if applicable. 

(3) The applicant’s supervised experience is substantially equivalent to that required for a 
license under this chapter. The board shall consider hours of experience obtained outside of 
California during the six-year period immediately preceding the date the applicant initially 
obtained the license described above. If the applicant has less than 3,000 hours of qualifying 
supervised experience, time actively licensed as a marriage and family therapist shall be 
accepted at a rate of 100 hours per month, up to a maximum of 1,200 hours, if the applicant’s 
degree meets the practicum requirement described in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 4980.79 without exemptions or remediation. 

(4) The applicant passes the California law and ethics examination. 

(5) The applicant passes a clinical examination designated by the board. An applicant who 
obtained his or her license or registration under another jurisdiction may applyqualify for 
licensure with the board without taking the clinical examination if both of the following conditions 
are met: 

(A) The applicant obtained a passing score on the clinical licensing examination set forth in 
regulation as accepted by the board. 

(B) The applicant’s license or registration in that jurisdiction is active, in good standing at the 
time of his or her application, and is not revoked, suspended, surrendered, denied, or otherwise 
restricted or encumbered. 
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§4980.78. SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT EDUCATION; COURSEWORK 
REQUIRED OF APPLICANTS NOT LICENSED OUTSIDE OF CALIFORNIA 

(a) This section applies to persons who apply for licensure or registration on or after January 1, 
2016, and who do not hold a license as described in Section 4980.72. 

(b) For purposes of Section 4980.74, education is substantially equivalent if all of the following 
requirements are met: 

(1) The degree is obtained from a school, college, or university accredited by a regional or 
national institutional accrediting agency that is recognized by the United States Department of 
Education and consists of, at a minimum, the following: 

(A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by 
subdivision (a) of Section 4980.36, the degree shall contain no less than 60 semester or 90 
quarter units of instruction. 

(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remediated, if missing from the 
degree. The remediation may occur while the applicant is registered as an intern. 

(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by 
subdivision (a) of Section 4980.37, the degree shall contain no less than 48 semester units or 
72 quarter units of instruction. 

(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of supervised practicum, including, but not limited to, a 
minimum of 150 hours of face-to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or 
groups, and an additional 75 hours of either face-to-face experience counseling individuals, 
couples, families, or groups or client centered advocacy, or a combination of face-to-face 
experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups and client centered advocacy. 

(D) Twelve semester or 18 quarter units in the areas of marriage, family, and child counseling 
and marital and family systems approaches to treatment, as specified in subparagraph (A) of 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 4980.36. 

(2) The applicant shall complete coursework in California law and ethics as follows: 

(A) An applicant who completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage and family 
therapists as specified in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81, that did not 
contain instruction in California law and ethics, shall complete an 18-hour course in California 
law and professional ethics. The content of the course shall include, but not be limited to, 
advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, confidentiality, 
dangerous patients, psychotherapist-patient privilege, recordkeeping, patient access to records, 
state and federal laws relating to confidentiality of patient health information, dual relationships, 
child abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil 
liability, disciplinary actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical 
standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family law, therapist disclosures to 
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patients, differences in legal and ethical standards in different types of work settings, and 
licensing law and licensing process. This coursework shall be completed prior to registration as 
an intern. 

(B) An applicant who has not completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage 
and family therapists as specified in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81 shall 
complete this required coursework. The coursework shall contain content specific to California 
law and ethics. This coursework shall be completed prior to registration as an intern. 

(3) The applicant completes the educational requirements specified in Section 4980.81 not 
already completed in his or her education. The coursework may be from an accredited school, 
college, or university as specified in paragraph (1), from an educational institution approved by 
the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, or from a continuing education provider that is 
acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4980.54. Undergraduate courses shall not satisfy 
this requirement. 

(4) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her 
education from an accredited school, college, or university as specified in paragraph (1) from an 
educational institution approved by the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, or from a 
continuing education provider that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4980.54. 
Undergraduate courses shall not satisfy this requirement. 

(A) At least three semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction regarding the principles of mental 
health recovery-oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice 
environments, including structured meetings with various consumers and family members of 
consumers of mental health services to enhance understanding of their experience of mental 
illness, treatment, and recovery. 

(B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that includes an understanding of 
various California cultures and the social and psychological implications of socioeconomic 
position. 

(5) An applicant may complete any units and course content requirements required under 
paragraphs (3) and (4) not already completed in his or her education while registered as an 
intern, unless otherwise specified. 

(6) The applicant’s degree title need not be identical to that required by subdivision (b) of 
Section 4980.36. 

§4980.79. SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT EDUCATION; COURSEWORK 
REQUIRED OF APPLICANTS LICENSED OUTSIDE OF CALIFORNIA 

(a) This section applies to persons who apply for licensure or registration on or after January 1, 
2016, and who hold a license as described in Section 4980.72. 

(b) For purposes of Section 4980.72, education is substantially equivalent if all of the following 
requirements are met: 

(1) The degree is obtained from a school, college, or university accredited by a regional or 
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national institutional accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of 
Education and consists of, at a minimum, the following: 

(A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by 
subdivision (a) of Section 4980.36, the degree shall contain no less than 60 semester or 90 
quarter units of instruction. 

(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remediated, if missing from the 
degree. The remediation may occur while the applicant is registered as an intern. 

(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by 
subdivision (a) of Section 4980.37, the degree shall contain no less than 48 semester or 72 
quarter units of instruction. 

(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of supervised practicum, including, but not limited to, a 
minimum of 150 hours of face-to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or 
groups, and an additional 75 hours of either face-to-face experience counseling individuals, 
couples, families, or groups or client centered advocacy, or a combination of face-to-face 
experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups and client centered advocacy. 

(i) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for at least two years in clinical practice, as 
verified by the board, is exempt from this requirement. 

(ii) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for less than two years in clinical practice, 
as verified by the board, who does not meet the supervised practicum requirement, shall 
remediate it by obtaining 150 hours of face-to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, 
families, or groups, and an additional 75 hours of either face-to-face experience counseling 
individuals, couples, families, or groups or client centered advocacy, or a combination of face-
to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups and client centered 
advocacy. These hours are in addition to the 3,000 hours of experience required by this chapter, 
and shall be gained while registered as an intern. 

(D) Twelve semester or 18 quarter units in the areas of marriage, family, and child counseling 
and marital and family systems approaches to treatment, as specified in subparagraph (A) of 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 4980.36. 

(2) An applicant shall complete coursework in California law and ethics as follows: 

(A) An applicant who completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage and family 
therapists as specified in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81 that did not include 
instruction in California law and ethics, shall complete an 18-hour course in California law and 
professional ethics. The content of the course shall include, but not be limited to, advertising, 
scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, confidentiality, dangerous 
patients, psychotherapist-patient privilege, recordkeeping, patient access to records, state and 
federal laws relating to confidentiality of patient health information, dual relationships, child 
abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil liability, 
disciplinary actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical standards, 
termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family law, therapist disclosures to patients, 
differences in legal and ethical standards in different types of work settings, and licensing law 
and licensing process. This coursework shall be completed prior to registration as an intern. 
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(B) An applicant who has not completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage 
and family therapists as specified in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81 shall 
complete this required coursework. The coursework shall include content specific to California 
law and ethics. An applicant shall complete this coursework prior to registration as an intern. 

(3) The applicant completes the educational requirements specified in Section 4980.81 not 
already completed in his or her education. The coursework may be from an accredited school, 
college, or university as specified in paragraph (1), from an educational institution approved by 
the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, or from a continuing education provider that is 
acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4980.54. Undergraduate coursework shall not 
satisfy this requirement. 

(4) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her 
education from an accredited school, college, or university as specified in paragraph (1) above, 
from an educational institution approved by the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, or 
from a continuing education provider that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 
4980.54. Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy this requirement. 

(A) At least three semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction pertaining to the principles of mental 
health recovery-oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice 
environments, including structured meetings with various consumers and family members of 
consumers of mental health services to enhance understanding of their experience of mental 
illness, treatment, and recovery. 

(B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that includes an understanding of 
various California cultures and the social and psychological implications of socioeconomic 
position. 

(5) An applicant's degree title need not be identical to that required by subdivision (b) of Section 
4980.36. 

(6) An applicant may complete any units and course content requirements required under 
paragraphs (3) and (4) not already completed in his or her education while registered as an 
intern, unless otherwise specified. 

AMEND BPC §4990.30. PETITION FOR REINSTATEMENT OR MODIFICATION OF 
PENALTY 

(a) A licensed marriage and family therapist, associate marriage and family therapist intern, 
licensed clinical social worker, associate clinical social worker, licensed professional clinical 
counselor, associate professional clinical counselor intern, or licensed educational psychologist 
whose license or registration has been revoked, suspended, or placed on probation, may 
petition the board for reinstatement or modification of the penalty, including modification or 
termination of probation. The petition shall be on a form provided by the board and shall state 
any facts and information as may be required by the board including, but not limited to, proof of 
compliance with the terms and conditions of the underlying disciplinary order. The petition shall 
be verified by the petitioner who shall file an original and sufficient copies of the petition, 
together with any supporting documents, for the members of the board, the administrative law 
judge, and the Attorney General. 
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(b) The licensee or registrant may file the petition on or after the expiration of the following 
timeframes, each of which commences on the effective date of the decision ordering the 
disciplinary action or, if the order of the board, or any portion of it, is stayed by the board itself or 
by the superior court, from the date the disciplinary action is actually implemented in its entirety: 

(1) Three years for reinstatement of a license or registration that was revoked for 
unprofessional conduct, except that the board may, in its sole discretion, specify in its 
revocation order that a petition for reinstatement may be filed after two years. 

(2) Two years for early termination of any probation period of three years or more. 

(3) One year for modification of a condition, reinstatement of a license or registration revoked 
for mental or physical illness, or termination of probation of less than three years. 

(c) The petition may be heard by the board itself or the board may assign the petition to an 
administrative law judge pursuant to Section 11512 of the Government Code. 

(d) The petitioner may request that the board schedule the hearing on the petition for a board 
meeting at a specific city where the board regularly meets. 

(e) The petitioner and the Attorney General shall be given timely notice by letter of the time and 
place of the hearing on the petition and an opportunity to present both oral and documentary 
evidence and argument to the board or the administrative law judge. 

(f) The petitioner shall at all times have the burden of production and proof to establish by clear 
and convincing evidence that he or she is entitled to the relief sought in the petition. 

(g) The board, when it is hearing the petition itself, or an administrative law judge sitting for the 
board, may consider all activities of the petitioner since the disciplinary action was taken, the 
offense for which the petitioner was disciplined, the petitioner's activities during the time his or 
her license or registration was 
in good standing, and the petitioner's rehabilitative efforts, general reputation for truth, and 
professional ability. 

(h) The hearing may be continued from time to time as the board or the administrative law judge 
deems appropriate but in no case may the hearing on the petition be delayed more than 180 
days from its filing without the consent of the petitioner. 

(i) The board itself, or the administrative law judge if one is designated by the board, shall hear 
the petition and shall prepare a written decision setting forth the reasons supporting the 
decision. In a decision granting a petition reinstating a license or modifying a penalty, the board 
itself, or the administrative law judge, may impose any terms and conditions that the agency 
deems reasonably appropriate, including those set forth in Sections 823 and 4990.40. If a 
petition is heard by an administrative law judge sitting alone, the administrative law judge shall 
prepare a proposed decision and submit it to the board. The board may take action with respect 
to the proposed decision and petition as it deems appropriate. 

(j) The petitioner shall pay a fingerprinting fee and provide a current set of his or her fingerprints 
to the board. The petitioner shall execute a form authorizing release to the board or its 
designee, of all information concerning the petitioner's current physical and mental condition. 
Information provided to the board pursuant to the release shall be confidential and shall not be 
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subject to discovery or subpoena in any other proceeding, and shall not be admissible in any 
action, other than before the board, to determine the petitioner's fitness to practice as required 
by Section 822. 

(k) The board may delegate to its executive officer authority to order investigation of the 
contents of the petition. 
(l) No petition shall be considered while the petitioner is under sentence for any criminal offense, 
including any period during which the petitioner is on court-imposed probation or parole or the 
petitioner is required to register pursuant to Section 290 of the Penal Code. No petition shall be 
considered while there is an accusation or petition to revoke probation pending against the 
petitioner. 

(m) Except in those cases where the petitioner has been disciplined for violation of Section 822, 
the board may in its discretion deny without hearing or argument any petition that is filed 
pursuant to this section within a period of two years from the effective date of a prior decision 
following a hearing under this section. 

§4992. LICENSE APPLICATION; FEES 

Every applicant for a license under this chapter shall file an application with the board accompanied 
by the application fee prescribed by this chapter. Every application received after January 1, 1988, 
shall also be accompanied by the applicable examination fee prescribed by this chapter. 

The application shall contain information showing that the applicant has all the qualifications 
required by the board for admission to thean examination. 

AMEND §4996.17. 
(a) (1) Experience gained outside of California shall be accepted toward the licensure 
requirements if it is substantially the equivalent of the requirements of this chapter. 

(2) Commencing January 1, 2014, an applicant with education gained outside of California shall 
complete an 18-hour course in California law and professional ethics. The content of the course 
shall include, but not be limited to, the following: advertising, scope of practice, scope of 
competence, treatment of minors, confidentiality, dangerous patients, psychotherapist-patient 
privilege, recordkeeping, patient access to records, state and federal laws related to 
confidentiality of patient health information, dual relationships, child abuse, elder and dependent 
adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil liability, disciplinary actions and 
unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical standards, termination of therapy, 
standards of care, relevant family law, therapist disclosures to patients, differences in legal and 
ethical standards in different types of work settings, and licensing law and process. 

(b) The board may issue a license to any person who, at the time of application, holds a valid 
clinical social work license issued by a board of clinical social work examiners or corresponding 
authority of any state, if the person passes, or has passed, the licensing examinations as 
specified in Section 4996.1 and pays the required fees. Issuance of the license is conditioned 
upon all of the following: 

(1) The applicant has supervised experience that is substantially the equivalent of that required 
by this chapter. If the applicant has less than 3,200 hours of qualifying supervised experience, 
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time actively licensed as a clinical social worker shall be accepted at a rate of 100 hours per 
month up to a maximum of 1,200 hours. 

(2) Completion of the following coursework or training in or out of this state: 

(A) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework in child abuse assessment and 
reporting as specified in Section 28, and any regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(B) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training or coursework in human sexuality as specified in 
Section 25, and any regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(C) A minimum of 15 contact hours of training or coursework in alcoholism and other chemical 
substance dependency, as specified by regulation. 

(D) A minimum of 15 contact hours of coursework or training in spousal or partner abuse 
assessment, detection, and intervention strategies. 

(3) Commencing January 1, 2014, completion of an 18-hour course in California law and 
professional ethics. The content of the course shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 
advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, confidentiality, 
dangerous patients, psychotherapist-patient privilege, recordkeeping, patient access to records, 
state and federal laws related to confidentiality of patient health information, dual relationships, 
child abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil 
liability, disciplinary actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical 
standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family law, therapist disclosures to 
patients, differences in legal and ethical standards in different types of work settings, and 
licensing law and process. 

(4) The applicant’s license is in good standing and is not suspended, revoked, restricted, 
sanctioned, or voluntarily surrendered in any state. 

(5) The applicant is not currently under investigation in any other state, and has not been 
charged with an offense for any act substantially related to the practice of social work by any 
public agency, entered into any consent agreement or been subject to an administrative 
decision that contains conditions placed by an agency upon an applicant’s professional conduct 
or practice, including any voluntary surrender of license, or been the subject of an adverse 
judgment resulting from the practice of social work that the board determines constitutes 
evidence of a pattern of incompetence or negligence. 

(6) The applicant shall provide a certification from each state where he or she holds a license 
pertaining to licensure, disciplinary action, and complaints pending. 

(7) The applicant is not subject to denial of licensure under Section 480, 4992.3, 4992.35, or 
4992.36. 

(c) The board may issue a license to any person who, at the time of application, holds a valid 
clinical social work license issued by a board of clinical social work examiners or a 
corresponding authority of any state, if the person has held that license for at least four years 
immediately preceding the date of application, the person passes, or has passed, the licensing 
examinations as specified in Section 4996.1, and the person pays the required fees. Issuance of 
the license is conditioned upon all of the following: 

(1) Completion of the following coursework or training in or out of state: 
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(A) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework in child abuse assessment and 
reporting as specified in Section 28, and any regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(B) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training or coursework in human sexuality as specified in 
Section 25, and any regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(C) A minimum of 15 contact hours of training or coursework in alcoholism and other chemical 
substance dependency, as specified by regulation. 

(D) A minimum of 15 contact hours of coursework or training in spousal or partner abuse 
assessment, detection, and intervention strategies. 

(2) Commencing January 1, 2014, completion of an 18-hour course in California law and 
professional ethics. The content of the course shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 
advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, confidentiality, 
dangerous patients, psychotherapist-patient privilege, recordkeeping, patient access to records, 
state and federal laws related to confidentiality of patient health information, dual relationships, 
child abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil 
liability, disciplinary actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical 
standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family law, therapist disclosures to 
patients, differences in legal and ethical standards in different types of work settings, and 
licensing law and process. 

(3) The applicant has been licensed as a clinical social worker continuously for a minimum of 
four years prior to the date of application. 

(4) The applicant’s license is in good standing and is not suspended, revoked, restricted, 
sanctioned, or voluntarily surrendered in any state. 

(5) The applicant is not currently under investigation in any other state, and has not been 
charged with an offense for any act substantially related to the practice of social work by any 
public agency, entered into any consent agreement or been subject to an administrative 
decision that contains conditions placed by an agency upon an applicant’s professional conduct 
or practice, including any voluntary surrender of license, or been the subject of an adverse 
judgment resulting from the practice of social work that the board determines constitutes 
evidence of a pattern of incompetence or negligence. 

(6) The applicant provides a certification from each state where he or she holds a license 
pertaining to licensure, disciplinary action, and complaints pending. 

(7) The applicant is not subject to denial of licensure under Section 480, 4992.3, 4992.35, or 
4992.36. 

(d) An applicant who obtained his or her license or registration under another jurisdiction may 
applyqualify for licensure with the board without taking the clinical examination specified in 
Section 4996.1 if both of the following conditions are met: 

(1) The applicant obtained a passing score on the clinical licensing examination set forth in 
regulation as accepted by the board. 

(2) The applicant’s license or registration in that jurisdiction is active, in good standing at the 
time of his or her application, and is not revoked, suspended, surrendered, denied, or otherwise 
restricted or encumbered. 
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AMEND BPC §4999.14. DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION; DUTIES OF THE 
BOARD 

The board shall do all of the following: 

(a) Communicate information about its activities, the requirements and qualifications for 
licensure, and the practice of professional clinical counseling to the relevant educational 
institutions, supervisors, professional associations, applicants, clinical counselor trainees, 
internsassociates, and the public. 

(b) Develop policies and procedures to assist educational institutions in meeting the 
educational qualifications of Sections 4999.32 and 4999.33. 

AMEND BPC §4999.22. CONSTRUCTION WITH OTHER LAWS; NONAPPLICATION 
TO CERTAIN PROFESSIONALS AND EMPLOYEES 

(a) Nothing in this chapter shall prevent qualified persons from doing work of a psychosocial 
nature consistent with the standards and ethics of their respective professions. However, these 

qualified persons shall not hold themselves out to the public by any title or description of services 

incorporating the words “licensed professional clinical counselor” and shall not state that they are 

licensed to practice professional clinical counseling, unless they are otherwise licensed to provide 

professional clinical counseling services. 

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to constrict, limit, or withdraw provisions of the 

Medical Practice Act, the Clinical Social Worker Practice Act, the Nursing Practice Act, the 

Psychology Licensing Law, or the Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist Act. 

(c) This chapter shall not apply to any priest, rabbi, or minister of the gospel of any religious 

denomination who performs counseling services as part of his or her pastoral or professional 
duties, or to any person who is admitted to practice law in this state, or who is licensed to practice 

medicine, who provides counseling services as part of his or her professional practice. 

(d) This chapter shall not apply to an employee of a governmental entity or a school, college, or 
university, or of an institution both nonprofit and charitable, if his or her practice is performed 

solely under the supervision of the entity, school, college, university, or institution by which he or 
she is employed, and if he or she performs those functions as part of the position for which he or 
she is employed. 

(e) All persons registered as internsassociates or licensed under this chapter shall not be exempt 
from this chapter or the jurisdiction of the board. 
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§4999.32. QUALIFICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION AND EXAMINATION 
ELIGIBILITY; GRADUATE COURSEWORK BEGINNING BEFORE AUGUST 1, 2012 
AND COMPLETED BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2018 

(a) This section shall apply to applicants for examination eligibility or registration who 
beginbegan graduate study before August 1, 2012, and completecompleted that study on or 
before December 31, 2018. Those applicants may alternatively qualify under paragraph (2) of 
subdivision (a) of Section 4999.33. 

(b) To qualify for examination eligibility or registration, applicants shall possess a master’s or 
doctoral degree that is counseling or psychotherapy in content and that meets the requirements 
of this section, obtained from an accredited or approved institution, as defined in Section 
4999.12. For purposes of this subdivision, a degree is “counseling or psychotherapy in content” 
if it contains the supervised practicum or field study experience described in paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (c) and, except as provided in subdivision (d), the coursework in the core content 
areas listed in subparagraphs (A) to (I), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c). 

(c) The degree described in subdivision (b) shall contain not less than 48 graduate semester or 
72 graduate quarter units of instruction, which shall, except as provided in subdivision (d), 
include all of the following: 

(1) The equivalent of at least three semester units or four and one-half quarter units of graduate 
study in each of the following core content areas: 

(A) Counseling and psychotherapeutic theories and techniques, including the counseling 
process in a multicultural society, an orientation to wellness and prevention, counseling theories 
to assist in selection of appropriate counseling interventions, models of counseling consistent 
with current professional research and practice, development of a personal model of counseling, 
and multidisciplinary responses to crises, emergencies, and disasters. 

(B) Human growth and development across the lifespan, including normal and abnormal 
behavior and an understanding of developmental crises, disability, psychopathology, and 
situational and environmental factors that affect both normal and abnormal behavior. 

(C) Career development theories and techniques, including career development decisionmaking 
models and interrelationships among and between work, family, and other life roles and factors, 
including the role of multicultural issues in career development. 

(D) Group counseling theories and techniques, including principles of group dynamics, group 
process components, developmental stage theories, therapeutic factors of group work, group 
leadership styles and approaches, pertinent research and literature, group counseling methods, 
and evaluation of effectiveness. 

(E) Assessment, appraisal, and testing of individuals, including basic concepts of standardized 
and nonstandardized testing and other assessment techniques, norm-referenced and criterion-
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referenced assessment, statistical concepts, social and cultural factors related to assessment 
and evaluation of individuals and groups, and ethical strategies for selecting, administering, and 
interpreting assessment instruments and techniques in counseling. 

(F) Multicultural counseling theories and techniques, including counselors’ roles in developing 
cultural self-awareness, identity development, promoting cultural social justice, individual and 
community strategies for working with and advocating for diverse populations, and counselors’ 
roles in eliminating biases and prejudices, and processes of intentional and unintentional 
oppression and discrimination. 

(G) Principles of the diagnostic process, including differential diagnosis, and the use of current 
diagnostic tools, such as the current edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, the impact 
of co-occurring substance use disorders or medical psychological disorders, established 
diagnostic criteria for mental or emotional disorders, and the treatment modalities and 
placement criteria within the continuum of care. 

(H) Research and evaluation, including studies that provide an understanding of research 
methods, statistical analysis, the use of research to inform evidence-based practice, the 
importance of research in advancing the profession of counseling, and statistical methods used 
in conducting research, needs assessment, and program evaluation. 

(I) Professional orientation, ethics, and law in counseling, including professional ethical 
standards and legal considerations, licensing law and process, regulatory laws that delineate 
the profession’s scope of practice, counselor-client privilege, confidentiality, the client 
dangerous to self or others, treatment of minors with or without parental consent, relationship 
between practitioner’s sense of self and human values, functions and relationships with other 
human service providers, strategies for collaboration, and advocacy processes needed to 
address institutional and social barriers that impede access, equity, and success for clients. 

(2) In addition to the course requirements described in paragraph (1), a minimum of 12 
semester units or 18 quarter units of advanced coursework to develop knowledge of specific 
treatment issues, special populations, application of counseling constructs, assessment and 
treatment planning, clinical interventions, therapeutic relationships, psychopathology, or other 
clinical topics. 

(3) Not less than six semester units or nine quarter units of supervised practicum or field study 
experience that involves direct client contact in a clinical setting that provides a range of 
professional clinical counseling experience, including the following: 

(A) Applied psychotherapeutic techniques. 

(B) Assessment. 

(C) Diagnosis. 

(D) Prognosis. 

(E) Treatment. 

142



       

    

    

          
    

              
            

         
      

           
          

          
               

        

             
          

           
         

           
     

           
    

          

           
       

      

            
     

           
          

           
         

           
         

           

(F) Issues of development, adjustment, and maladjustment. 

(G) Health and wellness promotion. 

(H) Other recognized counseling interventions. 

(I) A minimum of 150 hours of face-to-face supervised clinical experience counseling 
individuals, families, or groups. 

(d) (1) (A) An applicant whose degree is deficient in no more than two of the required areas of 
study listed in subparagraphs (A) to (I), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) may satisfy 
those deficiencies by successfully completing post-master’s or postdoctoral degree coursework 
at an accredited or approved institution, as defined in Section 4999.12. 

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), no applicant shall be deficient in the required areas of 
study specified in subparagraphs (E) or (G) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c). 

(2) Coursework taken to meet deficiencies in the required areas of study listed in subparagraphs 
(A) to (I), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) shall be the equivalent of three semester 
units or four and one-half quarter units of study. 

(3) The board shall make the final determination as to whether a degree meets all requirements, 
including, but not limited to, course requirements, regardless of accreditation. 

(e) In addition to the degree described in this section, or as part of that degree, an applicant 
shall complete the following coursework or training prior to registration as an intern: 

(1) A minimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in alcoholism and other chemical substance 
abuse dependency, as specified by regulation. 

(2) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training or coursework in human sexuality as specified in 
Section 25, and any regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(3) A two semester unit or three quarter unit survey course in psychopharmacology. 

(4) A minimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in spousal or partner abuse assessment, 
detection, and intervention strategies, including knowledge of community resources, cultural 
factors, and same gender abuse dynamics. 

(5) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework in child abuse assessment and 
reporting as specified in Section 28 and any regulations adopted thereunder. 

(6) A minimum of 18 contact hours of instruction in California law and professional ethics for 
professional clinical counselors that includes, but is not limited to, instruction in advertising, 
scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, confidentiality, dangerous clients, 
psychotherapist-client privilege, recordkeeping, client access to records, dual relationships, child 
abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil liability, 
disciplinary actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical standards, 
termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family law, therapist disclosures to clients, 
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and state and federal laws related to confidentiality of patient health information. When 
coursework in a master’s or doctoral degree program is acquired to satisfy this requirement, it 
shall be considered as part of the 48 semester unit or 72 quarter unit requirement in subdivision 
(c). 

(7) A minimum of 10 contact hours of instruction in aging and long-term care, which may 
include, but is not limited to, the biological, social, and psychological aspects of aging. On and 
after January 1, 2012, this coursework shall include instruction on the assessment and reporting 
of, as well as treatment related to, elder and dependent adult abuse and neglect. 

(8) A minimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in crisis or trauma counseling, including 
multidisciplinary responses to crises, emergencies, or disasters, and brief, intermediate, and 
long-term approaches. 

(f) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2019, and as of that date is repealed, 
unless a later enacted statute that is enacted before January 1, 2019, deletes or extends that 
date. 

AMEND BPC §4999.48. RULES AND REGULATIONS 

The board shall adopt regulations regarding the supervision of internsassociates, which may 
include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(a) Supervisor qualifications. 

(b) Continuing education requirements of supervisors. 

(c) Registration or licensing of supervisors, or both. 

(d) General responsibilities of supervisors. 

(e) The board's authority in cases of noncompliance or gross or repeated negligence by 
supervisors. 

AMEND §4999.60. 
(a) This section applies to persons who are licensed outside of California and apply for licensure 
on or after January 1, 2016. 

(b) The board may issue a license to a person who, at the time of submitting an application for a 
license pursuant to this chapter, holds a valid license in good standing as a professional clinical 
counselor, or other counseling license that allows the applicant to independently provide clinical 
mental health services, in another jurisdiction of the United States, if all of the following 
conditions are satisfied: 

(1) The applicant’s education is substantially equivalent, as defined in Section 4999.63. 

(2) The applicant complies with subdivision (c) of Section 4999.40, if applicable. 

144



       
         

      
            

        
              

        
       

           
         

         
    

        
   

          
             

   

 

     
   

 

           
        

            
   

        
       

         
         

      

            
         

        
         

      

          
             

     

(3) The applicant’s supervised experience is substantially equivalent to that required for a 
license under this chapter. The board shall consider hours of experience obtained outside of 
California during the six-year period immediately preceding the date the applicant initially 
obtained the license described above. If the applicant has less than 3,000 hours of qualifying 
supervised experience, time actively licensed as a professional clinical counselor shall be 
accepted at a rate of 100 hours per month up to a maximum of 1,200 hours if the applicant’s 
degree meets the practicum requirement described in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 4999.63 without exemptions or remediation. 

(4) The applicant passes the examinations required to obtain a license under this chapter. An 
applicant who obtained his or her license or registration under another jurisdiction may 
applyqualify for licensure with the board without taking the clinical examination if both of the 
following conditions are met: 

(A) The applicant obtained a passing score on the clinical licensing examination set forth in 
regulation as accepted by the board. 

(B) The applicant’s license or registration in that jurisdiction is active, in good standing at the 
time of his or her application, and is not revoked, suspended, surrendered, denied, or otherwise 
restricted or encumbered. 

§4999.62. SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT EDUCATION; ADDITIONAL 
COURSEWORK; NON-LICENSE HOLDER 

(a) This section applies to persons who apply for examination eligibility or registration on or after 
January 1, 2016, and who do not hold a license as described in Section 4999.60. 

(b) For purposes of Section 4999.61, education is substantially equivalent if all of the following 
requirements are met: 

(1) The degree is obtained from an accredited or approved institution, as defined in Section 
4999.12, and consists of, at a minimum, the following: 

(A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by 
subdivision (a) of Section 4999.33 the degree shall contain no less than 60 graduate semester 
or 90 graduate quarter units of instruction. 

(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remediated, if missing from the 
degree. The remediation may occur while the applicant is registered as an intern. 

(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by 
subdivision (a) of Section 4999.32 the degree shall contain no less than 48 graduate semester 
or 72 graduate quarter units of instruction. 

(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of supervised practicum or field study experience, 
including, but not limited to, a minimum of 280 hours of face-to-face supervised clinical 
experience counseling individuals, families, or groups. 
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(D) The required areas of study listed in subparagraphs (A) to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33. 

(i) (I) An applicant whose degree is deficient in no more than six of the required areas of study 
listed in subparagraphs (A) to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 
4999.33 may satisfy those deficiencies by successfully completing graduate level coursework at 
an accredited or approved institution, as defined in Section 4999.12. Coursework taken to meet 
any deficiencies shall be the equivalent of three semester units or four and one-half quarter 
units of study. 

(II) Notwithstanding subclause (I), no applicant shall be deficient in the required areas of study 
specified in subparagraphs (E) or (G) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33. 

(ii) An applicant who completed a course in professional orientation, ethics, and law in 
counseling as required by subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 
4999.33 that did not contain instruction in California law and ethics shall complete an 18-hour 
course in California law and professional ethics that includes, but is not limited to, instruction in 
advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, confidentiality, 
dangerous clients, psychotherapist-client privilege, recordkeeping, client access to records, 
state and federal laws relating to confidentiality of patient health information, dual relationships, 
child abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil 
liability, disciplinary actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical 
standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family law, and therapist 
disclosures to clients. An applicant shall complete this coursework prior to registration as an 
intern. 

(iii) An applicant who has not completed a course in professional orientation, ethics, and law in 
counseling as required by subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 
4999.33 shall complete this required coursework, including content in California law and ethics. 
An applicant shall complete this coursework prior to registration as an intern. 

(2) The applicant completes any units required by subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 not already 
completed in his or her education as follows: 

(A) At least 15 semester units or 22.5 quarter units of advanced coursework to develop 
knowledge of specific treatment issues or special populations. This coursework is in addition to 
the course requirements described in subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1). 

(B) Coursework shall be from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as 
defined in Section 4999.12. 

(3) (A) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her 
education: 

(i) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training in human sexuality, as specified in Section 25 and 
any regulations promulgated thereunder, including the study of the physiological, psychological, 
and social cultural variables associated with sexual behavior, gender identity, and the 
assessment and treatment of psychosexual dysfunction. 

(ii) A minimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in spousal or partner abuse assessment, 
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detection, intervention strategies, and same-gender abuse dynamics. 

(iii) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework in child abuse assessment and 
reporting as specified in Section 28 and any regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(iv) A minimum of 10 contact hours of instruction in aging and long-term care, including 
biological, social, cognitive, and psychological aspects of aging. This coursework shall include 
instruction on the assessment and reporting of, as well as treatment related to, elder and 
dependent adult abuse and neglect. 

(B) This coursework may be from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as 
defined in Section 4999.12, or from a continuing education provider that is acceptable to the 
board as defined in Section 4999.76. Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy this 
requirement. 

(4) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her 
education from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 
4999.12, or from a continuing education provider that is acceptable to the board as defined in 
Section 4999.76. Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy this requirement. 

(A) At least three semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction regarding the principles of mental 
health recovery-oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice 
environments, including structured meetings with various consumers and family members of 
consumers of mental health services to enhance understanding of their experiences of mental 
illness, treatment, and recovery. 

(B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that includes an understanding of 
various California cultures and the social and psychological implications of socioeconomic 
position. 

(5) An applicant may complete any units and course content requirements required under 
paragraphs (2), (3), or (4) not already completed in his or her education while registered with the 
board as an intern. 

§4999.63. SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT EDUCATION; ADDITIONAL 
COURSEWORK; LICENSE HOLDER 

(a) This section applies to persons who apply for examination eligibility or registration on or after 
January 1, 2016, and who hold a license as described in Section 4999.60. 

(b) For purposes of Section 4999.60, education is substantially equivalent if all of the following 
requirements are met: 

(1) The degree is obtained from an accredited or approved institution, as defined in Section 
4999.12, and consists of the following: 

(A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by 
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subdivision (a) of Section 4999.33 the degree shall contain no less than 60 graduate semester 
or 90 graduate quarter units of instruction. 

(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remediated, if missing from the 
degree. The remediation may occur while the applicant is registered as an intern. 

(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by 
subdivision (a) of Section 4999.32 the degree shall contain no less than 48 graduate semester 
or 72 graduate quarter units of instruction. 

(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of supervised practicum or field study experience, 
including, but not limited to, a minimum of 280 hours of face-to-face supervised clinical 
experience counseling individuals, families, or groups. 

(i) An applicant who has been licensed for at least two years in clinical practice, as verified by 
the board, is exempt from this requirement. 

(ii) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for less than two years in clinical practice, 
as verified by the board, who does not meet the supervised practicum or field study experience 
requirement, shall remediate the requirement by demonstrating completion of a total of 280 
hours of face-to-face supervised clinical experience, as specified in subparagraph (K) of 
paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33. Any postdegree hours gained to meet this 
requirement are in addition to the 3,000 hours of experience required by this chapter, and shall 
be gained while the applicant is registered with the board as an intern. 

(D) The required areas of study specified in subparagraphs (A) to (M), inclusive, of paragraph 
(1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33. 

(i) (I) An applicant whose degree is deficient in no more than six of the required areas of study 
specified in subparagraphs (A) to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 
4999.33 may satisfy those deficiencies by successfully completing graduate level coursework at 
an accredited or approved institution, as defined in Section 4999.12. Coursework taken to meet 
any deficiencies shall be the equivalent of three semester units or four and one-half quarter 
units of study. 

(II) Notwithstanding subclause (I), no applicant shall be deficient in the required areas of study 
specified in subparagraphs (E) or (G) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33. 

(ii) An applicant who completed a course in professional orientation, ethics, and law in 
counseling as required by subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 
4999.33 that did not contain instruction in California law and ethics shall complete an 18-hour 
course in California law and professional ethics that includes, but is not limited to, instruction in 
advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, confidentiality, 
dangerous clients, psychotherapist-client privilege, recordkeeping, client access to records, 
state and federal laws relating to confidentiality of patient health information, dual relationships, 
child abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil 
liability, disciplinary actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical 
standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family law, and therapist 
disclosures to clients. An applicant shall complete this coursework prior to registration as an 
intern. 
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(iii) An applicant who has not completed a course in professional orientation, ethics, and law in 
counseling as required by subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 
4999.33 shall complete this required coursework, including content in California law and ethics. 
An applicant shall complete this coursework prior to registration as an intern. 

(2) The applicant completes any units required under subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 not 
already completed in his or her education as follows: 

(A) At least 15 semester units or 22.5 quarter units of advanced coursework to develop 
knowledge of specific treatment issues or special populations. This coursework is in addition to 
the course requirements described in subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1). 

(B) Coursework shall be from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as 
defined in Section 4999.12. 

(3) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her 
education: 

(A) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training in human sexuality, as specified in Section 25 and 
any regulations promulgated thereunder, including the study of the physiological, psychological, 
and social cultural variables associated with sexual behavior, gender identity, and the 
assessment and treatment of psychosexual dysfunction. 

(B) A minimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in spousal or partner abuse assessment, 
detection, intervention strategies, and same-gender abuse dynamics. 

(C) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework in child abuse assessment and 
reporting as specified in Section 28 and any regulations promulgated under that section. 

(D) A minimum of 10 contact hours of instruction in aging and long-term care, including 
biological, social, cognitive, and psychological aspects of aging. This coursework shall include 
instruction on the assessment and reporting of, as well as treatment related to, elder and 
dependent adult abuse and neglect. 

(E) This coursework may be from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as 
defined in Section 4999.12, or from a continuing education provider that is acceptable to the 
board as defined in Section 4999.76. Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy this 
requirement. 

(4) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her 
education from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 
4999.12, or from a continuing education provider that is acceptable to the board as defined in 
Section 4999.76. Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy this requirement. 

(A) At least three semester units or 45 hours of instruction regarding the principles of mental 
health recovery-oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice 
environments, including structured meetings with various consumers and family members of 
consumers of mental health services to enhance understanding of their experience of mental 
illness, treatment, and recovery. 
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(B) At least one semester unit or 15 hours of instruction that includes an understanding of 
various California cultures and the social and psychological implications of socioeconomic 
position. 

(5) An applicant may complete any units and course content requirements required by 
subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1) or paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) not already completed in his 
or her education while registered with the board as an intern, unless otherwise specified. 

AMEND BPC §4999.100. 

(a) An internassociate registration shall expire one year from the last day of the month in which 
it was issued. 

(b) To renew a registration, the registrant on or before the expiration date of the registration, 
shall do the following: 

(1) Apply for a renewal on a form prescribed by the board. 

(2) Pay a renewal fee prescribed by the board. 

(3) Notify the board whether he or she has been convicted, as defined in Section 490, of a 
misdemeanor or felony, or whether any disciplinary action has been taken by any regulatory or 
licensing board in this or any other state, subsequent to the registrant’s last renewal. 

(4) Participate in the California law and ethics examination pursuant to Section 4999.53 each 
year until successful completion of this examination. 

(c) The internassociate registration may be renewed a maximum of five times. Registration shall 
not be renewed or reinstated beyond six years from the last day of the month during which it 
was issued, regardless of whether it has been revoked. When no further renewals are possible, 
an applicant may apply for and obtain a subsequent internassociate registration number if the 
applicant meets the educational requirements for registration in effect at the time of the 
application for a subsequent internassociate registration number and has passed the California 
law and ethics examination described in Section 4999.53. An applicant who is issued a 
subsequent internassociate registration number pursuant to this subdivision shall not be 
employed or volunteer in a private practice. 

(d) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

AMEND FAMILY CODE SECTION §6924. 

(a) As used in this section: 

(1) “Mental health treatment or counseling services” means the provision of mental health 
treatment or counseling on an outpatient basis by any of the following: 
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(A) A governmental agency. 

(B) A person or agency having a contract with a governmental agency to provide the 
services. 

(C) An agency that receives funding from community united funds. 

(D) A runaway house or crisis resolution center. 

(E) A professional person, as defined in paragraph (2). 

(2) “Professional person” means any of the following: 

(A) A person designated as a mental health professional in Sections 622 to 626, inclusive, of 
Article 8 of Subchapter 3 of Chapter 1 of Title 9 of the California Code of Regulations. 

(B) A marriage and family therapist as defined in Chapter 13 (commencing with Section 
4980) of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(C) A licensed educational psychologist as defined in Article 5 (commencing with Section 
4986) of Chapter 13 of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(D) A credentialed school psychologist as described in Section 49424 of the Education Code. 

(E) A clinical psychologist as defined in Section 1316.5 of the Health and Safety Code. 

(F) The chief administrator of an agency referred to in paragraph (1) or (3). 

(G) A person registered as an associate marriage and family therapist intern, as defined in 
Chapter 13 (commencing with Section 4980) of Division 2 of the Business and Professions 
Code, while working under the supervision of a licensed professional specified in subdivision 
(g) of Section 4980.03 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(H) A licensed professional clinical counselor, as defined in Chapter 16 (commencing with 
Section 4999.10) of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(I) A person registered as an associate professional clinical counselor intern, as defined in 
Chapter 16 (commencing with Section 4999.10) of Division 2 of the Business and 
Professions Code, while working under the supervision of a licensed professional specified in 
subdivision (h) of Section 4999.12 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(3) “Residential shelter services” means any of the following: 

(A) The provision of residential and other support services to minors on a temporary or 
emergency basis in a facility that services only minors by a governmental agency, a person 
or agency having a contract with a governmental agency to provide these services, an 
agency that receives funding from community funds, or a licensed community care facility or 
crisis resolution center. 

(B) The provision of other support services on a temporary or emergency basis by any 
professional person as defined in paragraph (2). 
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(b) A minor who is 12 years of age or older may consent to mental health treatment or 
counseling on an outpatient basis, or to residential shelter services, if both of the following 
requirements are satisfied: 

(1) The minor, in the opinion of the attending professional person, is mature enough to 
participate intelligently in the outpatient services or residential shelter services. 

(2) The minor (A) would present a danger of serious physical or mental harm to self or to 
others without the mental health treatment or counseling or residential shelter services, or (B) 
is the alleged victim of incest or child abuse. 

(c) A professional person offering residential shelter services, whether as an individual or as a 
representative of an entity specified in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a), shall make his or her 
best efforts to notify the parent or guardian of the provision of services. 

(d) The mental health treatment or counseling of a minor authorized by this section shall include 
involvement of the minor’s parent or guardian unless, in the opinion of the professional person 
who is treating or counseling the minor, the involvement would be inappropriate. The 
professional person who is treating or counseling the minor shall state in the client record 
whether and when the person attempted to contact the minor’s parent or guardian, and whether 
the attempt to contact was successful or unsuccessful, or the reason why, in the professional 
person’s opinion, it would be inappropriate to contact the minor’s parent or guardian. 

(e) The minor’s parents or guardian are not liable for payment for mental health treatment or 
counseling services provided pursuant to this section unless the parent or guardian participates 
in the mental health treatment or counseling, and then only for services rendered with the 
participation of the parent or guardian. The minor’s parents or guardian are not liable for 
payment for any residential shelter services provided pursuant to this section unless the parent 
or guardian consented to the provision of those services. 

(f) This section does not authorize a minor to receive convulsive therapy or psychosurgery as 
defined in subdivisions (f) and (g) of Section 5325 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or 
psychotropic drugs without the consent of the minor’s parent or guardian. 
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1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 574-7830, (916) 574-8625 Fax 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

To: Policy and Advocacy Committee Date: September 1, 2017 

From: Rosanne Helms Telephone: (916) 574-7897 
Legislative Analyst 

Discussion of Education Requirements to Obtain a Subsequent Registration Subject: Number 

Overview 

Current licensing law requires associate marriage and family therapists, associate clinical social 
workers, and associate professional clinical counselors to renew their registration number each 
year. The registration may be renewed a maximum of five times (six years). Once they have five 
renewals, the individual needs to obtain a subsequent registration number if he or she has not yet 
completed his or her experience hours. 

To obtain a subsequent registration number, the individual must do both of the following: 

1. Pass the California law and ethics examination; and 
2. Meet the educational requirements for registration that are currently in effect. 

Potential Problems Meeting Current Educational Requirements 

The law says that an individual must meet current educational requirements in order to obtain a 
subsequent registration number. This has not historically been a problem, because the Board’s 
education requirements have not changed drastically for a long time. However, for LMFT and 
LPCC applicants who began graduate study after August 1, 2012, the education requirements 
changed significantly. Some of the major changes are as follows: 

• Units required in degree increased from 48 semester units to 60 semester units (LMFT 
and LPCC). 

• An increase in required number of core content areas from 9 to 13 (LPCC only). 

• An increase in the required amount face-to-face supervised clinical experience in 
practicum from 150 hours to 280 hours. (LPCC only). 

This might not be an issue if the Board interprets or clarifies the law to include the education 
requirements for degrees begun prior to 2012 (BPC §§4980.37 and 4999.32, which allow 48-unit 
degrees, nine core content areas (for LPCC applicants), and the lower practicum amount.) 
However, even this interpretation could be problematic for some LPCC applicants with older 
degrees, as LPCC law now requires the “assessment” and “diagnosis” core content areas to be 
included within the degree program, with no exceptions. 
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A second issue that exists is the situation where an individual applies for a second registration 
number many years after their first number expired. If the person has not practiced in several 
years, and the degree was obtained many years ago, there could be public protection concerns 
with having this applicant practice with no current education or experience. 

Possible Solutions 

The Board’s Policy and Advocacy Committee discussed this issue at its August 2017 meeting. At 
the meeting, it was suggested that if an applicant had not been registered for a specified number 
of years, perhaps the applicant should be required to take a specified amount of coursework to 
refresh their knowledge and learn about current topics in the profession. Staff was directed to 
examine what type of coursework might be appropriate. 

Attachment A shows draft language written with the input of the Board’s education subject 
matter expert. 

Attachments B through E show licensing law for other Boards under DCA that require extra 
coursework in certain circumstances. Although the circumstances of the extra coursework 
requirements vary in some cases to the circumstances of a second registration, these examples 
may provide some insight into what might work for this Board. 

Additional Amendments – BPC Section 4996.28(a)(4) and (b) 
Business and Professions Code (BPC) Section 4996.28(a)(4) contains an incorrect statement that 
needs to be corrected. It states that to renew a registration, the registrant must obtain a passing 
score on the California law and ethics examination. 

This is not the intent of the exam restructure. It should state that to renew a registration, the 
registrant must participate in the California law and ethics examination each year until passed. 
Passage of the examination is only needed for a subsequent registration or to obtain a license. 
Therefore, subsection (b) has been corrected accordingly. 

Recommendation 

Conduct an open discussion regarding the proposed amendments. Direct staff to make any 
discussed changes and any non-substantive changes, and bring to the Board for consideration as 
a legislative proposal. 

Attachments 

Attachment A: Proposed Language 
Attachment B: CA Board of Occupational Therapy Extra Coursework Requirements 
Attachment C: CA Board of Pharmacy Extra Coursework Requirements 
Attachment D: CA Dental Board Extra Coursework Requirements 
Attachment E: CA Board of Accountancy Extra Coursework Requirements 
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ATTACHMENT A 
PROPOSED LANGUAGE 

§4984.01. ASSOCIATE REGISTRATION; DURATION; RENEWAL 

(a) The marriage and family therapist internassociate registration shall expire one year from the 
last day of the month in which it was issued. 

(b) To renew the registration, the registrant shall, on or before the expiration date of the 
registration, complete all of the following actions: 

(1) Apply for renewal on a form prescribed by the board. 

(2) Pay a renewal fee prescribed by the board. 

(3) Participate in the California law and ethics examination pursuant to Section 4980.399 each 
year until successful completion of this examination. 

(4) Notify the board whether he or she has been convicted, as defined in Section 490, of a 
misdemeanor or felony, and whether any disciplinary action has been taken against him or her 
by a regulatory or licensing board in this or any other state subsequent to the last renewal of the 
registration. 

(c) The registration may be renewed a maximum of five times. No registration shall be renewed 
or reinstated beyond six years from the last day of the month during which it was issued, 
regardless of whether it has been revoked. When no further renewals are possible, an applicant 
may apply for and obtain a subsequent internassociate registration number if the applicant 
meets the educational requirements for registration in effect at the time of the application for a 
subsequent intern registration number and has passed the California law and ethics 
examination described in Section 4980.399. upon meeting both of the following requirements: 

(1) Passage of the California law and ethics examination described in Section 4980.399. 

(2) If the applicant has not held a registration number with the Board within the five years 
prior to the date the application for the subsequent registration number is received, 
completion of xx hours of continuing education from a continuing education provider that 
is acceptable to the Board as defined in section 4980.54. The required xx hours must 
have been completed within the two years immediately preceding the application for the 
subsequent registration number. The xx hours must include, at a minimum, all of the 
following: 

i. Xx hours in cultural competency and cultural sensitivity. 
ii. Xx hours in multicultural development and cross-cultural interaction. 
iii. Xx hours in assessment, diagnosis, and prognosis. 
iv. Xx hours in California law and ethics for marriage and family therapists. 

(d) An applicant who is issued a subsequent internassociate registration number pursuant to 
this subdivisionsection shall not be employed or volunteer in a private practice. 

(d) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 
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§4996.28. ASSOCIATE CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER; REGISTRATION 
EXPIRATION; RENEWAL 

(a) Registration as an associate clinical social worker shall expire one year from the last day of 
the month during which it was issued. To renew a registration, the registrant shall, on or before 
the expiration date of the registration, complete all of the following actions: 

(1) Apply for renewal on a form prescribed by the board. 

(2) Pay a renewal fee prescribed by the board. 

(3) Notify the board whether he or she has been convicted, as defined in Section 490, of a 
misdemeanor or felony, and whether any disciplinary action has been taken against him or her 
by a regulatory or licensing board in this or any other state, subsequent to the last renewal of 
the registration. 

(4) On and after January 1, 2016, obtain a passing score on the California law and ethics 
examination pursuant to Section 4992.09. Participate in the California law and ethics 
examination pursuant to Section 4992.09 each year until successful completion of this 
examination. 

(b) A registration as an associate clinical social worker may be renewed a maximum of five 
times. No registration shall be renewed or reinstated beyond six years from the last day of the 
month during which it was issued, regardless of whether it has been revoked. When no further 
renewals are possible, an applicant may apply for and obtain a subsequent associate clinical 
social worker registration number if the applicant meets all requirements for registration in effect 
at the time of his or her application for a subsequent associate clinical social worker registration 
number. upon meeting both of the following requirements: 

(1) Passage of the California law and ethics examination described in Section 4992.09. 

(2) If the applicant has not held a registration number with the Board within the five years 
prior to the date the application for the subsequent registration number is received, 
completion of xx hours of continuing education from a continuing education provider that 
is acceptable to the Board as defined in section 4996.22. The required xx hours must 
have been completed within the two years immediately preceding the application for the 
subsequent registration number. The xx hours must include, at a minimum, the 
following: 

i. Xx hours in cultural competency and cultural sensitivity. 
ii. Xx hours in multicultural development and cross-cultural interaction. 
iii. Xx hours in assessment, diagnosis, and prognosis. 
iv. Xx hours in California law and ethics for clinical social workers. 

(c) An applicant issued a subsequent associate registration number pursuant to this subdivision 
section shall not be employed or volunteer in a private practice. 

§4999.45. ASSOCIATE EMPLOYMENT; DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES AND 
LIMITATIONS (Moved to 4999.46.1 in AB 93) 

(a) An internassociate employed under this chapter shall: 
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(1) Not perform any duties, except for those services provided as a clinical counselor trainee, 
until registered as an internassociate. 

(2) Not be employed or volunteer in a private practice until registered as an internassociate. 

(3) Inform each client prior to performing any professional services that he or she is unlicensed 
and under supervision. 

(4) Renew annually for a maximum of five years after initial registration with the board, as 
described in Section 4999.100. 

(b) When no further renewals are possible, an applicant may apply for and obtain a subsequent 
internassociate registration number as specified in section 4999.100. if the applicant meets the 
educational requirements for registration in effect at the time of the application for a subsequent 
intern registration number and has passed the California law and ethics examination described 
in Section 4999.53. An applicant issued a subsequent intern registration number pursuant to 
this subdivision shall not be employed or volunteer in a private practice. 

(c) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

§4999.100. EXPIRATION OF ASSOCIATE REGISTRATION; RENEWAL OF 
UNEXPIRED REGISTRATION 

(a) An internassociate registration shall expire one year from the last day of the month in which 
it was issued. 

(b) To renew a registration, the registrant on or before the expiration date of the registration, 
shall do the following: 

(1) Apply for a renewal on a form prescribed by the board. 

(2) Pay a renewal fee prescribed by the board. 

(3) Notify the board whether he or she has been convicted, as defined in Section 490, of a 
misdemeanor or felony, orand whether any disciplinary action has been taken against him or 
her by any regulatory or licensing board in this or any other state, subsequent to the registrant’s 
last renewal. 

(4) Participate in the California law and ethics examination pursuant to Section 4999.53 each 
year until successful completion of this examination. 

(c) The internassociate registration may be renewed a maximum of five times. Registration shall 
not be renewed or reinstated beyond six years from the last day of the month during which it 
was issued, regardless of whether it has been revoked. When no further renewals are possible, 
an applicant may apply for and obtain a subsequent internassociate registration number if the 
applicant meets the educational requirements for registration in effect at the time of the 
application for a subsequent intern registration number and has passed the California law and 
ethics examination described in Section 4999.53. upon meeting both of the following 
requirements: 

(1) Passage of the California law and ethics examination described in Section 4999.55. 
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(2) If the applicant has not held a registration number with the Board within the five years 
prior to the date the application for the subsequent registration number is received, 
completion of xx hours of continuing education from a continuing education provider that 
is acceptable to the Board as defined in section 4999.76 The required xx hours must 
have been completed within the two years immediately preceding the application for the 
subsequent registration number. The xx hours must include, at a minimum, the 
following: 

i. Xx hours in cultural competency and cultural sensitivity. 
ii. Xx hours in multicultural development and cross-cultural interaction. 
iii. Xx hours in assessment, diagnosis, and prognosis. 
iv. Xx hours in California law and ethics for professional clinical counselors. 

(d) An applicant who is issued a subsequent internassociate registration number pursuant to 
this subdivisionsection shall not be employed or volunteer in a private practice. 

(d) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 
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Attachment B 
CA Board of Occupational Therapy 
Extra Coursework Requirements 

Business & Professions Code §2570.14 

An initial applicant who has not been actively engaged in the practice of occupational therapy 
within the past five years shall provide to the board, in addition to the requirements for licensure 
under Section 2570.6, any of the following: 
(a) Evidence of continued competency as referred to in subdivision (b) of Section 2570.10 for 
the previous two-year period. 
(b) Evidence of having completed the entry-level certification examination as described in 
subdivision (b) of Section 2570.7 within the previous two-year period. 

California Code of Regulations Title 16, Division 39§ 4161. Continuing Competency 

(a) Effective January 1, 2006, each licensee renewing a license under Section 2570.10 of the 
Code shall submit evidence of meeting continuing competency requirements by having 
completed twenty-four (24) professional development units (PDUs) during the preceding 
renewal period, or in the case of a license delinquently renewed, within the two years 
immediately preceding the renewal, acquired through participation in professional development 
activities. 
(1) One (1) hour of participation in a professional development activity qualifies for one PDU; 
(2) One (1) academic credit equals 10 PDUs; 
(3) One (1) Continuing Education Unit (CEU) equals 10 PDUs. 
(b) Topics and subject matter shall be pertinent to the practice of occupational therapy and 
course material must have a relevance or direct application to a consumer of occupational 
therapy services. Except as provided in subdivision (c), professional development activities 
acceptable to the board include programs or activities sponsored by the American Occupational 
Therapy Association (AOTA) or the Occupational Therapy Association of California; post-
professional coursework completed through any approved or accredited educational institution, 
or otherwise meets all of the following criteria: 
(1) The program or activity contributes directly to professional knowledge, skill, and ability; 

and 
(2) The program or activity must be objectively measurable in terms of the hours involved. 
(c) PDUs may also be obtained through any or a combination of the following: 
(1) Involvement in structured special interest or study groups with a minimum of three (3) 
participants. Three (3) hours of participation equals one (1) PDU, with a maximum of six (6) 
PDUs credited per renewal period. 
(2) Structured mentoring with an individual skilled in a particular area. For each 20 hours of 
being mentored, the practitioner will receive three (3) PDUs, with a maximum of six (6) PDUs 
credited per renewal period. 
(3) Structured mentoring of a colleague to improve his/her skills. Twenty (20) hours of mentoring 
equals three (3) PDUs, with a maximum of six (6) PDUs credited per renewal period. 
(4) Supervising the fieldwork of Level II occupational therapist and occupational therapy 
assistant students. For each 60 hours of supervision, the practitioner will receive .5 PDU, with a 
maximum of twelve (12) PDUs credited per renewal period. 
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(5) Publication of an article in a non-peer reviewed publication. Each article equals five (5) 
PDUs, with a maximum of ten (10) PDUs credited per renewal period. 
(6) Publication of an article in a peer-reviewed professional publication. Each article equals10 
PDUs, with a maximum of ten (10) PDUs credited per renewal period . 
(7) Publication of chapter(s) in occupational therapy or related professional textbook. Each 
chapter equals 10 PDUs, with a maximum of ten (10) PDUs credited per renewal period. 
(8) Making professional presentations at workshops, seminars and conferences. For each hour 
presenting, the practitioner will receive two (2) PDUs, with a maximum of six (6) PDUs credited 
per renewal period. 
(9) Attending a meeting of the California Board of Occupational Therapy. Each meeting 
attended equals two (2) PDUs, with a maximum of six (6) PDUs credited per renewal period. 
(10) Attending board outreach activities. Each presentation attended equals two (2) PDUs, with 
a maximum of four (4) PDUs credited per renewal period. 
(d) Partial credit will not be given for the professional development activities listed in subsection 
(c) and a maximum of twelve (12) PDUs may be credited for the activities listed in subsection 
(c). 
(e) This section shall not apply to the first license renewal following issuance of the initial 
license. 
(f) Of the total number of PDUs required for each renewal period, a minimum of one half of the 
units must be directly related to the delivery of occupational therapy services, may 
include: models, theories or frameworks that relate to client/patient care in preventing or 
minimizing impairment, enabling function within the person/environment or community context. 
Other activities may include, but are not limited to, occupation based theory 
assessment/interview techniques, intervention strategies, and community/environment as 
related to one's practice. 
(g) Applicants who have not been actively engaged in the practice of occupational therapy 
within the past five years completing continuing competency pursuant to section 2570.14(a) of 
the Code to qualify for licensure shall submit evidence of meeting the continuing competency 
requirements by having completed, during the two year period immediately preceding the date 
the application was received, forty (40) PDUs that meet the requirements of subsection (b). The 
forty PDUs shall include: 
(1) Thirty-seven (37) PDUs directly related to the delivery of occupational therapy services 
which may include the scope of practice for occupational therapy practitioners or the 
occupational therapy practice framework; 
(2) Three (3) PDUs related to ethical standards of practice in occupational therapy. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 2570.10 and 2570.20, Business and Professions Code. 
Reference: Section 2570.10, Business and Professions Code. 
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Attachment C 
CA Board of Pharmacy 

Extra Coursework Requirements 

Business and Professions Code §4200.1 Multiple Failures of License Examination; 
Additional Education Requirements 

(a) Notwithstanding Section 135, an applicant may take the North American Pharmacist 
Licensure Examination four times, and may take the California Practice Standards and 
Jurisprudence Examination for Pharmacists four times. 
(b) Notwithstanding Section 135, an applicant may take the North American Pharmacist 
Licensure Examination and the California Practice Standards and Jurisprudence Examination 
for Pharmacists four additional times each if he or she successfully completes, at minimum, 16 
additional semester units of education in pharmacy as approved by the board. 
(c) The applicant shall comply with the requirements of Section 4200 for each application for 
reexamination made pursuant to subdivision (b). 
(d) An applicant may use the same coursework to satisfy the additional educational requirement 
for each examination under subdivision (b), if the coursework was completed within 12 months 
of the date of his or her application for reexamination. 
(e) For purposes of this section, the board shall treat each failing score on the pharmacist 
licensure examination administered by the board prior to January 1, 2004, as a failing score on 
both the North American Pharmacist Licensure Examination and the California Practice 
Standards and Jurisprudence Examination for Pharmacists. 

California Code of Regulation Title 16, Division 17, §1725. Acceptable Pharmacy 
Coursework for Examination Candidates with Four Failed Attempts. 

(a) Coursework that meets the requirements of section 4200.1 of the Business and Professions 
Code is any pharmacy coursework offered by a recognized school of pharmacy. 
(b) A final examination must be a part of the course of study. 
(c) When a candidate applies for reexamination after four failed attempts, he or she shall furnish 
evidence of successful completion of at least 16 semester units or the equivalent of pharmacy 
coursework. Evidence of successful completion must be posted on a transcript from the 
pharmacy school sent directly to the board. 
Authority cited: Section 4005, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Section 4200.1, 
Business and Professions Code. 
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Attachment D 
CA Dental Board 

Extra Coursework Requirements 

Business and Professions Code §1633. 

(a) When an applicant for a license has received a grading of 85 percent or above in any given 
subject, he or she shall be exempt from reexamination on that subject in subsequent 
examinations before the board within two years after the examination on which the applicant 
received the exemption. 

(b) Notwithstanding Section 135, an applicant who fails to pass the examination required by 
Section 1632 after three attempts shall not be eligible for further reexamination until the 
applicant has successfully completed a minimum of 50 hours of education for each subject 
which the applicant failed in the applicant’s last unsuccessful examination. The coursework shall 
be taken at a dental school approved by either the Commission on Dental Accreditation or a 
comparable organization approved by the board, and shall be completed within a period of one 
year from the date of notification of the applicant’s third failure. 
(c) The coursework described in subdivision (b) shall be required once for every three 
unsuccessful examination attempts. When the applicant applies for reexamination, he or she 
shall furnish proof satisfactory to the board that he or she has successfully completed the 
requirements of this section. 

California Code of Regulations Title 16 § 1036. Remedial Education: Law and Ethics; 
WREB. 
An applicant, who fails to pass the examination after three attempts shall not be eligible for 
further re-examination until the applicant has successfully completed the required additional 
education. 
(a) The course work shall be taken at a dental school approved by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation or a comparable organization approved by the Board, and shall be completed 
within a period of one year from the date of notification of the applicant's third failure. 
(1) The course of study must be didactic, laboratory or a combination of the two. Use of patients 
is optional. 
(2) Instruction must be provided by a faculty member of a dental school approved by the 
Commission on Dental Accreditation or a comparable organization approved by the Board. 
(3) Pre-testing and post-testing must be part of the course of study. 
(b) When an applicant applies for reexamination, he or she shall furnish evidence of successful 
completion of the remedial education requirements for reexamination. 
(1) Evidence of successful completion must be on the “Certification of Successful Completion of 
Remedial Education Requirements for Re-Examination Eligibility” (Form Rev. 1), that is hereby 
incorporated by reference, and submitted prior to the examination. 
(2) The form must be signed and sealed by the Dean of the dental school providing the remedial 
education course. 
Note: Authority cited: Section 1614, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Section 
1632.5, Business and Professions Code. 
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16 CCR § 1036.01. Remedial Education: Portfolio Competency Examinations. 
A candidate, who fails to pass a portfolio competency examination after three attempts, shall not 
be eligible for further re-examination until the candidate has successfully completed the required 
additional education as specified in Section 1633(b) of the Business and Professions Code. 
(a) The course work shall be taken at a dental school approved by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation or a comparable organization approved by the Board, and shall be completed 
within a period of one year from the date of notification of the applicant's third failure. 
(1) The course of study must be didactic, laboratory or a combination of the two. Use of patients 
is optional. 
(2) Instruction must be provided by a faculty member of a dental school approved by the 
Commission on Dental Accreditation or a comparable organization approved by the Board. 
(3)) Pre-testing and post-testing must be part of the course of study. 
(b) When an applicant applies for reexamination, he or she shall furnish evidence of successful 
completion of the remedial education requirements for reexamination. 
(1) Evidence of successful completion must be on the “Certification of Successful Completion of 
Remedial Education for Portfolio Competency Re-Examination requirements for re-examination 
Eligibility” (Form New 08/13), that is hereby incorporated by reference, that is submitted prior to 
the examination. 
(2) The form must be signed and sealed by the Dean of the dental school providing the remedial 
education course. 
Note: Authority cited: Section 1614, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Section 
1632.5, Business and Professions Code. 
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Attachment E 
CA Board of Accountancy 

Extra Coursework Requirements 

California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 16, Division § 12. General Experience 
Required Under Business and Professions Code Sections 5092 and 5093. 

(a) In order to meet the experience requirement of Section 5092 or Section 5093 of the 
Business and Professions Code, experience must be supervised by a person holding a valid, 
active license or comparable authority to practice public accounting as specified in subdivision 
(d) of Section 5092 or subdivision (d) of Section 5093. Supervised experience means that the 
applicant's supervisor shall have reviewed and evaluated the applicant's qualifying work, 
pursuant to subsection (b) on a routine and recurring basis and shall have authority and 
oversight over the applicant. 
(1) Experience shall be verified by the person supervising the experience and by a second 
person with a higher level of responsibility in the public accounting firm, private industry 
company, or governmental agency. If the experience is obtained in public accounting, the 
second person signing the verification shall be an owner of the public accounting firm holding a 
valid license or comparable authority to practice public accounting. If the owner of the public 
accounting firm or private industry company signing the verification is also the person 
supervising the experience, no second signature is required. 
(2) Experience may not be supervised by a licensee who provides public accounting services to 
the applicant's employer. 
(3)(A) All verifications shall be submitted to the Board on Form 11A-29 (5/11) for public 
accounting experience or Form 11A-29A (5/11) for private industry and governmental 
accounting experience, which are hereby incorporated by reference, and shall be signed under 
penalty of perjury. 
(B) If the applicant is unable to obtain the verifications required in subsection (a)(3)(A), the 
Board may approve other forms of verification if they contain the information as required in 
subsection (a)(3)(A). 
(b) The experience required by Section 5092 or Section 5093 involves providing any type of 
service or advice involving the use of accounting, attest, compilation, management advisory, 
financial advisory, tax, or consulting skills. Qualifying experience may be gained through 
employment in public accounting, private industry, or government. Experience acquired in 
academia is considered qualifying if the requirements of Section 12.1 are met. 
(c) The experience required by Section 5092 or Section 5093 of the Business and Professions 
Code may be obtained in full-time or part-time employment provided the total experience 
completed by the applicant is the equivalent of at least two years of full-time employment for an 
applicant qualifying under Section 5092 or at least one year of full-time employment for an 
applicant qualifying under Section 5093. In evaluating an applicant's experience, 170 hours of 
part-time employment shall be considered equivalent to one month of full-time employment. (d) 
An applicant who is applying with experience obtained five (5) or more years prior to application 
and who has not passed the Uniform CPA Examination during this five-year period shall be 
required to complete 80 hours of continuing education, which shall meet the following 
requirements: (1) The 80 hours must be completed in the two years preceding approval of the 
application by the Board. (2) All 80 hours must meet the requirements as described in Section 
87(a)(2)-(4) and Section 88. (3) Certificates of completion must be submitted to the Board and 
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shall contain a verification certified by a program provider representative such as a signature or 
seal. The certificate of completion must also delineate the subject areas, as described in 
Section 87(a)(2) and (3), for which the applicant may claim credit. 

CCR § 12.5. Attest Experience Under Business and Professions Code Section 5095. 
(a) To be authorized to sign reports on attest engagements pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code Section 5095, an applicant for a California Certified Public Accountant license 
pursuant to Business and Professions Code Sections 5087, 5092, or 5093 or holder of an 
unexpired, valid, active California Certified Public Accountant license issued pursuant to 
Business and Professions Code Sections 5087, 5092, or 5093 shall show to the satisfaction of 
the Board that he or she meets the requirements of this section and Business and Professions 
Code Section 5095. (1) Some or all of the experience required by Section 5095 and this section 
may be completed prior to issuance of the California Certified Public Accountant license. Any 
experience that would be qualifying for purposes of Section 5095 and this section may also 
serve as qualifying experience for purposes of Sections 5092 or 5093. To be qualifying for 
purposes of Section 5095 and this section, any experience obtained after issuance of the 
California Certified Public Accountant license must be obtained while the license is held in 
active status. 
(2) A holder of an active California Certified Public Accountant license may commence signing 
reports on attest engagements upon receipt of notification from the Board that he or she has 
met the requirements of this section and Business and Professions Code Section 5095. A 
holder of an inactive California Certified Public Accountant license may apply under this section, 
but must convert the license to active status before commencing to sign reports on attest 
engagements. 
(3) An applicant for the California Certified Public Accountant license who has met the 
requirements of this section and Business and Professions Code Section 5095 may commence 
signing reports on attest engagements upon license issuance. 
(b) In order to meet the attest experience requirements of Section 5095 an applicant for or 
holder of a California Certified Public Accountant license shall show to the satisfaction of the 
Board that the applicant has completed a minimum of 500 hours of attest experience. This 
experience shall include all of the following: (1) Experience in the planning of the audit including 
the selection of the procedures to be performed. 
(2) Experience in applying a variety of auditing procedures and techniques to the usual and 
customary financial transactions included in financial statements. 
(3) Experience in the preparation of working papers in connection with the various elements of 
(1) and (2) above. 
(4) Experience in the preparation of written explanations and comments on the work performed 
and its findings. 
(5) Experience in the preparation of and reporting on full disclosure financial statements. 
(c) Qualifying experience may be gained through employment in public accounting, private 
industry, or government. Experience acquired in academia is not qualifying. 
(d) In order to be qualifying, experience obtained pursuant to Section 5095 of the Business and 
Professions Code must be supervised by a person holding a valid active license or comparable 
authority to provide attest services as specified in subdivision (b) of Business and Professions 
Code Section 5095. Supervised experience means that the applicant's supervisor shall have 
reviewed and evaluated the applicant's qualifying work, pursuant to subsection (b) on a routine 
and recurring basis and shall have authority and oversight over the applicant. 
(1) Experience shall be verified by the person supervising the experience and by a second 
person with a higher level of responsibility in the public accounting firm, private industry 
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company, or governmental agency. If the experience is obtained in public accounting, the 
second person signing the verification shall be an owner of the public accounting firm holding a 
valid license or comparable authority to practice public accounting. If the owner of the public 
accounting firm or private industry company signing the verification is also the person 
supervising the experience, no second signature is required. (2) Experience may not be 
supervised by a licensee who provides public accounting services to the applicant's employer. 
(3)(A) All verifications shall be submitted to the Board on Form 11A-6A (5/11) for public 
accounting experience or on Form 11A-6 (5/11) for private industry or governmental accounting 
experience, which are hereby incorporated by reference, and shall be signed under penalty of 
perjury. 
(B) If the applicant is unable to obtain the verifications required in subsection (d)(3)(A), the 
Board may approve other forms of verification if they contain the information as required in 
subsection (d)(3)(A). (e) In order to demonstrate the completion of qualifying experience, an 
applicant for or holder of a California Certified Public Accountant license may be required to 
appear before the Qualifications Committee to present work papers, or other evidence, 
substantiating that his or her experience meets the requirements of Section 5095 of the 
Business and Professions Code and of subsection (b) of this section. 
(f) The applicant who is applying with attest experience obtained outside the United States and 
its territories must present work papers substantiating that such experience meets the 
requirements of subsection (b) and generally accepted auditing standards. Alternatively, the 
applicant may acquire a minimum of 500 hours of United States experience which meets the 
requirements of Business and Professions Code Section 5095 and subsection (b). 
(g) An applicant who is applying with experience obtained five (5) or more years prior to 
application and who has not passed the Uniform CPA Examination during this five-year period 
shall be required to complete 80 hours of continuing education, which shall meet the following 
requirements: 
(1) The 80 hours must be completed in the two years preceding approval of the application by 
the Board. 
(2) All 80 hours must meet the requirements as described in Section 88. 
(3) The 80 hours must include, at a minimum, the following: 
(A) 16 hours in financial accounting standards. 
(B) 16 hours in auditing standards. (C) 8 hours in compilation and review. 
(D) 8 hours in other comprehensive basis of accounting. (E) 8 hours in the prevention, 
detection, and/or reporting of fraud affecting financial statements. (F) 24 hours in courses that 
meet the requirements of Section 87(a)(2) or Section 87(a)(3). 
(4) Certificates of completion must be submitted to the Board and shall contain a verification 
certified by a program provider representative such as a signature or seal. The certificate of 
completion must also delineate the subject areas for which the applicant may claim credit. 
(h) The experience required by Section 5092, 5093, or 5095 of the Business and Professions 
Code may be obtained in full-time or part-time employment provided the total experience 
completed by the applicant is the equivalent of at least two years of full-time employment for an 
applicant qualifying under Section 5092 or at least one year of full-time employment for an 
applicant qualifying under Section 5093. In evaluating an applicant's experience, 170 hours of 
part-time employment shall be considered equivalent to one month of full-time employment. 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 5010 and 5095, Business and Professions Code. Reference: 
Section 5023, 5092, 5093 and 5095, Business and Professions Code. 
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CCR § 87. Basic Requirements. 

(a) 80 Hours. As a condition for renewing a license in an active status, a licensee shall complete 
at least 80 hours of continuing education in the two-year period immediately preceding license 
expiration, and meet the reporting requirements described in Section 
89(a). A licensee engaged in the practice of public accountancy as defined in Section 
5051 of the Business and Professions Code is required to hold a license in an active status. No 
carryover of continuing education is permitted from one license renewal period to another. 
(1) A licensee renewing a license in an active status, shall complete a minimum of 20 hours in 
each year of the two-year license renewal period, with a minimum of 12 hours of the required 20 
hours in technical subject areas as described in subsection (a)(2). 
(2) Licensees shall complete a minimum of 50 percent of the required continuing education 
hours in the following technical subject areas: accounting, auditing, fraud, taxation, consulting, 
financial planning, ethics as defined in subsection (b), regulatory review as defined in Section 
87.8, computer and information technology (except for 
word processing), and specialized industry or government practices that focus primarily upon 
the maintenance and/or enhancement of the public accounting skills and knowledge needed to 
competently practice public accounting. 
(3) Licensees may claim no more than 50 percent of the required number of continuing 
education hours in the following non-technical subject areas: communication skills, word 
processing, sales, marketing, motivational techniques, negotiation skills, office management, 
practice management, and personnel management. 
(4) Programs in the following subject areas are not acceptable continuing education: personal 
growth, self-realization, spirituality, personal health and/or fitness, sports and recreation, foreign 
languages and cultures and other subjects which will not contribute directly to the professional 
competence of the licensee. 
(b) Ethics Continuing Education Requirement 
A licensee renewing a license in an active status shall complete four hours of the 80 hours of 
continuing education required pursuant to subsection (a) in an ethics course. The course 
subject matter shall consist of one or more of the following areas: a review of nationally 
recognized codes of conduct emphasizing how the codes relate to professional responsibilities; 
case-based instruction focusing on real-life situational learning; ethical dilemmas facing the 
accounting profession; or business ethics, ethical sensitivity, and consumer expectations. 
Programs in the following subject areas are not acceptable toward meeting this requirement: 
sexual harassment, workplace harassment, or workplace violence. Courses must be a minimum 
of one hour as described in Section 88.2. 
(c) Government Auditing Continuing Education Requirement. 
A licensee who engages in planning, directing, conducting substantial portions of field work, or 
reporting on financial or compliance audits of a governmental agency shall complete 24 hours of 
the 80 hours required pursuant to subsection (a) in the areas of governmental accounting, 
auditing or related subjects. This continuing education shall be completed in the same two-year 
license renewal period as the report is issued. A governmental agency is defined as any 
department, office, commission, authority, board, government-owned corporation, or other 
independent establishment of any branch of federal, state or local government. Related subjects 
are those which maintain or enhance the licensee's knowledge of governmental operations, 
laws, regulations or reports; any special requirements of governmental agencies; subjects 
related to the specific or unique environment in which the audited entity operates; and other 
auditing subjects which may be appropriate to government auditing engagements. A licensee 
who meets the requirements of this subsection shall be deemed to have met the requirements 
of subsection (d). 
(d) Accounting and Auditing Continuing Education Requirement. 
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A licensee who engages in planning, directing, performing substantial portions of the work, or 
reporting on an audit, review, compilation, or attestation service, shall complete 24 hours of the 
80 hours of continuing education required pursuant to subsection (a) in the course subject 
matter pertaining to financial statement preparation and/or reporting (whether such statements 
are prepared on the basis of generally accepted accounting principles or other comprehensive 
bases of accounting), auditing, reviews, compilations, industry accounting, attestation services, 
or assurance services. This continuing education shall be completed in the same two-year 
license renewal period as the report is issued. If no report is issued because the financial 
statements are not intended for use by third parties, the continuing education shall be 
completed in the same two-year license renewal period as the financial statements are 
submitted to the client. 
(e) A licensee who must complete continuing education pursuant to subsections (c) and/or (d) of 
this section shall also complete an additional four hours of continuing education specifically 
related to the prevention, detection, and/or reporting of fraud affecting financial statements. This 
continuing education shall be part of the 80 hours of continuing education required by 
subsection (a), but shall not be part of the continuing education required by subsections (c) or 
(d). 
(f) Failure to Comply. 
A licensee's willful failure to comply with the requirements of this section shall constitute cause 
for disciplinary action pursuant to Section 5100(g) of the Accountancy Act. 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 5010 and 5027, Business and Professions Code. Reference: 
Sections 5026, 5027, 5028 and 5051, Business and professions Code. 
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1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 574-7830, (916) 574-8625 Fax 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

To: Policy and Advocacy Committee Date: August 29, 2017 

From: Rosanne Helms 
Legislative Analyst 

Telephone: (916) 574-7897 

Subject: Renewal of Expired Registration Number 

Summary 

Current law specifies actions a registrant must take to renew a registration number before its 
expiration. However, the law is silent on the actions needed to renew a registration number once 
it has expired. This proposal would specify how an expired registration number is renewed. 

Existing Law 

1. Allows a licensing board to appear in a criminal proceeding against a person to whom it has 
issued a professional license to do the following, if the crime being charged is substantially 
related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a licensee (Penal Code (PC) §23): 

a. Furnish pertinent information; 

b. Make recommendations regarding specific conditions of probation; or 

c. Provide any other assistance necessary to promote justice or protect the public. 

2. Allows the Board jurisdiction to commence or proceed with an investigation or disciplinary 
action against a license or registration even if it is expired. (Business and Professions Code 
(BPC) §4990.33) 

Problem 

Although BPC §4990.33 grants the Board authority to take disciplinary action against an expired 
registration, it still faces difficulty taking action in some cases where a registration is expired, 
because current law does not specify a method by which an expired registration can be renewed. 
Due to this, judges, the Attorney General, and others in the legal profession dealing with Board 
cases do not understand that renewing an expired registration is simply a matter of submitting a 
renewal form and paying a fee. This leads to problems when the Attorney General’s office 
appears on the Board’s behalf in a criminal proceeding to obtain a PC 23 Order prohibiting or 
restricting the registrant’s practice. The Superior Court judges do not understand why a PC 23 
Order is necessary to prohibit or restrict the registrant’s practice as the registration has expired. 

Due to this issue occurring several times, the Attorney General’s office and DCA Legal have 
recommended that the Board pursue legislation to specify how to renew an expired registration. 
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Proposed Solution 

BPC sections 4984.01, 4996.28, and 4999.100 specify the process to renew a registration that 
has not expired, for MFT, ASW, and PCC registrants, respectively. To renew an unexpired 
registration, the registrant must fill out a renewal form, pay a renewal fee, participate in the 
California law and ethics exam each year (if not yet passed), and notify the Board of any 
convictions or disciplinary action taken by another licensing board. 

Staff proposes that the law be amended to specify that the requirements to renew an expired 
registration be the same as those to renew an active registration as listed above. 

Additional Amendments – BPC Section 4996.28(a)(4) and (c) 
BPC §4996.28(a)(4) has also been amended to correct an error. Current language states that to 
renew a registration, the registrant must obtain a passing score on the California law and ethics 
exam. 

This is not the intent of the exam restructure. The law should state that to renew a registration, 
the registrant must participate in the California law and ethics examination each year until passed. 
Passage of the examination is only needed to obtain a subsequent registration number or a 
license. Therefore, this subsections (a)(4) and (c) of section 4996.28 have been revised 
accordingly. Language about renewal after six years has also been added to subsection (c) to be 
consistent with LMFT and LPCC law. 

Recommendation 

Conduct an open discussion of the proposed language. Direct staff to make any discussed 
changes and any non-substantive changes, and submit to the Board for consideration as a 
legislative proposal. 

Attachments 

Attachment A: Proposed Language 
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ATTACHMENT A 
PROPOSED LANGUAGE 

§4984.01. ASSOCIATE REGISTRATION; DURATION; RENEWAL 

(a) The marriage and family therapist internassociate registration shall expire one year from the 
last day of the month in which it was issued. 

(b) To renew the registration, the registrant shall, on or before the expiration date of the 
registration, complete all of the following actions: 

(1) Apply for renewal on a form prescribed by the board. 

(2) Pay a renewal fee prescribed by the board. 

(3) Participate in the California law and ethics examination pursuant to Section 4980.399 each 
year until successful completion of this examination. 

(4) Notify the board whether he or she has been convicted, as defined in Section 490, of a 
misdemeanor or felony, and whether any disciplinary action has been taken against him or her 
by a regulatory or licensing board in this or any other state subsequent to the last renewal of the 
registration. 

(c) An expired registration may be renewed by completing all of the actions described in 
paragraphs (1) through (4) of subdivision (b). 

(c)(d) The registration may be renewed a maximum of five times. No registration shall be 
renewed or reinstated beyond six years from the last day of the month during which it was 
issued, regardless of whether it has been revoked. When no further renewals are possible, an 
applicant may apply for and obtain a subsequent internassociate registration number if the 
applicant meets the educational requirements for registration in effect at the time of the 
application for a subsequent internassociate registration number and has passed the California 
law and ethics examination described in Section 4980.399. An applicant who is issued a 
subsequent internassociate registration number pursuant to this subdivision shall not be 
employed or volunteer in a private practice. 

(d) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

§4996.28. ASSOCIATE CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER; REGISTRATION 
EXPIRATION; RENEWAL 

(a) Registration as an associate clinical social worker shall expire one year from the last day of 
the month during which it was issued. To renew a registration, the registrant shall, on or before 
the expiration date of the registration, complete all of the following actions: 

(1) Apply for renewal on a form prescribed by the board. 

(2) Pay a renewal fee prescribed by the board. 

(3) Notify the board whether he or she has been convicted, as defined in Section 490, of a 
misdemeanor or felony, and whether any disciplinary action has been taken by a regulatory or 
licensing board in this or any other state, subsequent to the last renewal of the registration. 
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(4) On and after January 1, 2016, obtain a passing score on the California law and ethics 
examination pursuant to Section 4992.09.Participate in the California law and ethics 
examination pursuant to Section 4992.09 each year until successful completion of this 
examination. 

(b) An expired registration may be renewed by completing all of the actions described in 
paragraphs (1) through (4) of subdivision (a). 

(b)(c) A registration as an associate clinical social worker may be renewed a maximum of five 
times. No registration shall be renewed or reinstated beyond six years from the last day of the 
month during which it was issued, regardless of whether it has been revoked. When no further 
renewals are possible, an applicant may apply for and obtain a subsequent associate clinical 
social worker registration number if the applicant meets all requirements for registration in effect 
at the time of his or her application for a subsequent associate clinical social worker registration 
number and has passed the California law and ethics examination described in Section 
4992.09. An applicant issued a subsequent associate registration number pursuant to this 
subdivision shall not be employed or volunteer in a private practice. 

§4999.100. EXPIRATION OF ASSOCIATE REGISTRATION; RENEWAL OF 
UNEXPIRED REGISTRATION 

(a) An internassociate registration shall expire one year from the last day of the month in which 
it was issued. 

(b) To renew a registration, the registrant on or before the expiration date of the registration, 
shall do the following: 

(1) Apply for a renewal on a form prescribed by the board. 

(2) Pay a renewal fee prescribed by the board. 

(3) Notify the board whether he or she has been convicted, as defined in Section 490, of a 
misdemeanor or felony, or whether any disciplinary action has been taken by any regulatory or 
licensing board in this or any other state, subsequent to the registrant’s last renewal. 

(4) Participate in the California law and ethics examination pursuant to Section 4999.53 each 
year until successful completion of this examination. 

(c) An expired registration may be renewed by completing all of the actions described in 
paragraphs (1) through (4) of subdivision (b). 

(c)(d) The internassociate registration may be renewed a maximum of five times. Registration 
shall not be renewed or reinstated beyond six years from the last day of the month during which 
it was issued, regardless of whether it has been revoked. When no further renewals are 
possible, an applicant may apply for and obtain a subsequent internassociate registration 
number if the applicant meets the educational requirements for registration in effect at the time 
of the application for a subsequent internassociate registration number and has passed the 
California law and ethics examination described in Section 4999.53. An applicant who is issued 
a subsequent internassociate registration number pursuant to this subdivision shall not be 
employed or volunteer in a private practice. 

(d) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 
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1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 574-7830, (916) 574-8625 Fax 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

To: Policy and Advocacy Committee Date: August 17, 2017 

From: Christy Berger 
Regulatory Analyst 

Telephone: (916) 574-7817 

Subject: Discussion of Examination Rescoring 

The purpose of this agenda item is to consider a possible regulation change pertaining to 
candidate requests for rescoring of an examination. 

Existing Law 

Current statute authorizes the Board to charge candidates a $20 fee for requesting an 
examination rescoring (per Business and Professions Code sections 4984.7(a)(5), 4989.68(a)(6), 
4996.3(a)(5) and 4999.120(j)). The fee is also listed in regulation (Title 16, California Code of 
Regulations section 1816.3). However, neither statute nor regulation define “examination 
rescoring.” 

Examination rescoring has its roots in the past when all exams were given manually, via paper 
and pencil. The purpose of an “examination rescoring” at that time was to hand-check for errors in 
Scantron processing. Now that all Board exams are administered electronically, the examination 
results for every single candidate are automatically double-checked by the Board’s testing 
vendor. Paying $20 for a rescoring provides no benefit to a candidate who took the exam 
electronically. The Board does accept and respond to exam complaints filed by candidates, and if 
concerns are expressed about scoring, this would be investigated and addressed. No fee is 
required to file a complaint. 

The Board currently offers the $20 examination rescoring to candidates who took a Board-
developed exam via paper and pencil. Exams are only provided via paper and pencil to those 
candidates who have been granted such as a disability accommodation. The attached proposed 
language would codify this process. The proposed language would also strike the regulation 
section pertaining to the $20 fee. This section is unnecessary as the fees are set in statute. 

Recommendation 

Conduct an open discussion about the proposed amendments. Direct staff to make any 
discussed changes, and any non-substantive changes, and recommend to the full Board as 
regulatory proposal. 

Attachment 
Proposed language 
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ATTACHMENT A 

PROPOSED LANGUAGE 

§ 1805.08. EXAMINATION RESCORING 

Candidates may request a rescoring of any board-developed examination administered 
via paper-and-pencil by submitting the required fee, along with a request that states the 
type of examination to be rescored, the date the examination to be rescored was taken, 
and a brief explanation of why the candidate is requesting a rescoring. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 4980.60 and 4990.20, Business and Professions Code. Reference: 
Sections 4984.7, 4989.68, 4996.3, and 4999.120, Business and Professions Code. 

§ 1816.3. EXAMINATION RESCORING FEES 

The fee for rescoring any board administered licensed marriage and family therapist, 
licensed clinical social worker, licensed educational psychologist, or licensed 
professional clinical counselor examination shall be twenty dollars ($20.00). 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 4980.60 and 4990.20, Business and Professions Code. Reference: 
Sections 4984.7, 4989.68, 4996.3, and 4999.120, Business and Professions Code. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA – BUSINESS, CONSUMER SERVICES AND HOUSING AGENCY Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. ATTACHMENT B 

Board of Behavioral Sciences 
1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S200, Sacramento, CA 95834 

Telephone: (916) 574-7830 TTY: (800) 326-2297 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

REQUEST FOR RE-SCORING OF PAPER/PENCIL 
EXAMINATION RESULTS 

For Office Use Only 

Cashiering No. $20 FEE MUST ACCOMPANY THIS FORM 
Make check payable to - Behavioral Sciences Fund 

 
 

        
 

 
 

  

 
  

 

 
 

  

 
       

   
   

    
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

 
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

          
 

 

  
 

  
 

          

    
   

 
 

 

    
   

 
  

   
 

 
 

    
  

 
   

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

  
  

  
  

  
  

   

   
       

      
  

  
  

     
   

     
       
      

     
      
     

   
 

 

   

   
 

  

    

    
 

 

Use this form to request a re-score of an exam that you took via paper and pencil (provided as a testing 
accommodation). Exams taken on a computer will not be re-scored, as this is done automatically for 
each candidate. A separate form and fee of $20 is required for each exam you want to be re-scored. 
Re-scoring can only be performed on exams administered within the last two (2) years under the 
current test vendor. Allow three (3) weeks to receive a written response.  For questions, contact the 
Board’s Exam Unit at (916) 574-7830. 

(Please type or print clearly in ink) 
1. BBS File Number: 2. Registration Number: 

3. Legal name: Last First Middle 

4. Address of Record*: Number and Street 

City State Zip Code 

5. Is this a new address**? Yes No 
For office use only 

Date changed: 

8. E-Mail Address (OPTIONAL): 6. Business Telephone: 7. Residence Telephone: 

9. Mark the type of exam to be re-scored, and list the date you took the exam below: 

LMFT Standard Written LCSW Standard Written LEP Written LPCC California Law 
LMFT Clinical Vignette LCSW Clinical Vignette and Ethics 

Date of Exam: 
Date of Exam: _________ Date of Exam: __________ _____________ Date of Exam: ________ 

-OVER-
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Applicant Name: Last First Middle 

10. Explain briefly why you are requesting a re-scoring of your paper/pencil exam: 

I am the person named on this form and my signature authorizes the Board to process my request for 
a re-scoring of my examination. 

Signature of Candidate Date 

*The address you enter on this application is public information and will be placed on the Internet 
pursuant to Business and Professions Code Section 27. If you do not want your home or work 
address available to the public, please provide an alternate mailing address. 

**If you provide a new address, we will update our records accordingly. 

37A-602 (Rev. 07/15) 
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1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 574-7830, (916) 574-8625 Fax 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

To: Policy and Advocacy Committee Members Date: August 30, 2017 

From: Christy Berger 
Administrative Analyst 

Telephone: (916) 574-7817 

Subject: Discussion of Application Abandonment Criteria 

The purpose of this agenda item is to consider a possible regulation change pertaining to 
application abandonment criteria. “Abandonment” in this context describes the situation where an 
applicant has not taken required action on his or her pending application for at least a one-year 
period. At the one-year mark, the file is closed and the applicant must reapply and requalify if he 
or she wishes to pursue registration or licensure. 

Existing Law 

Current regulations specify the circumstances under which a registration or licensure application 
is considered “abandoned” by the applicant, and describes, in general, the repercussions of 
abandonment. The following circumstances are considered “abandonment” per Title 16, California 
Code of Regulations section 1806: 

• The applicant has not completed his or her application within one year after it has been 
filed (this includes all required documents and information required). 

• The applicant has not submitted the information required to correct an application 
deficiency within one year from the date of the Board’s deficiency notice to the applicant. 

• An applicant for licensure fails to take or retake an examination within one year of any of 
the following: 

o Fails to take an exam within one year after application approval; 
o Fails to retake an exam within one year after notification of failing; or 
o Fails to take the Clinical Exam within one year of passing the Law and Ethics Exam 

(this does not apply to registrants who have not yet applied for licensure). 

• Fails to pay the initial license fee within one year after passing the Clinical Exam 

An individual who abandons his or her application must submit a new application, fees, and meet 
current requirements if he or she still wishes to pursue the application. Depending on how long 
the applicant takes to reapply, much of the documentation that remains on file may not have to be 
resubmitted. This is determined on a case by case basis. 

Proposed Changes 
The attached proposed language would do all of the following: 
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• Move text that appears in the last line of the regulation section toward the top in order to 
emphasize the repercussions of abandonment. 

• Delete subdivision (a), which is outdated and unnecessary. Application completion is fully 
covered by paragraph (b) (now re-numbered as (a)), as all application completion problems 
are addressed in a deficiency letter. 

• Collapse the paragraphs that refer to specific examinations into one statement that 
encompasses all of the circumstances, thereby improving readability and understanding. 

Recommendation 

Conduct an open discussion about the proposed amendments. Direct staff to make any 
discussed changes, and any non-substantive changes, and recommend to the full Board as 
regulatory proposal. 

Attachment 
Proposed language 
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ATTACHMENT 

DRAFT PROPOSED REGULATORY LANGUAGE 

§ 1806. ABANDONMENT OF APPLICATION 

An application shall be deemed abandoned under any of the following circumstances: 
circumstances described in this section. An application submitted after a previous 
application has been abandoned shall be treated as a new application, requiring the 
applicant to pay any fees required, and to meet current requirements. 

(a) The application has not been completed by the applicant within one (1) year after it has 
been filed. An application shall be deemed complete when all documents and information 
required have been submitted to the board. 

(b)(a) The applicant does not submit information required in order to correct the deficiencies 
specified in a deficiency letter within one (1) year from the date of the deficiency letter. 

(b) The applicant for licensure, as defined in section 1805.01(a), does not maintain an 
active licensure application. An applicant maintains an “active licensure application” by 
participating in a required examination at least once per year. The initial one-year period 
shall begin on the date the applicant was sent a notification approving his or her licensure 
application. Subsequent one-year periods shall begin on the date the most recent 
examination was taken. 

(c) Applications for licensure, as defined in section 1805.01(a), shall be deemed abandoned 
if the applicant fails to take or retake an examination within the following time frames: 

(1) The applicant fails to sit for the California law and ethics examination within one (1) 
year after being notified of initial eligibility to take the examination. 

(2) The applicant does not retake the California law and ethics examination within one 
(1) year after being notified of failing the examination. 

(3) The applicant fails to sit for the clinical examination within one (1) year of being 
notified of passing the standard written examination. 

(4) The applicant fails to sit for the clinical examination within one (1) year of being 
notified of passing the California law and ethics examination. 

(5) An applicant does not retake the clinical examination or the licensed educational 
psychologist written examination within one (1) year from the date the applicant was 
notified of failing the examination. 

(d)(c) The applicant fails to pay the initial license fee within one (1) year after notification by 
the board of successful completion of examination requirements. 

An application submitted after a previous application has been abandoned shall be treated 
as a new application, requiring the applicant to pay any fees required, and to meet current 
requirements. 
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1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 574-7830, (916) 574-8625 Fax 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

To: Policy and Advocacy Committee Members Date: August 31, 2017 

From: Christy Berger 
Regulatory Analyst 

Telephone: (916) 574-7817 

Subject: Discussion of LEP Experience Requirements 

The purpose of this agenda item is to consider a possible regulatory change pertaining to the 
experience and documentation required to become a Licensed Educational Psychologist (LEP). 

Existing Law 

LEP applicants are required to have a total of three (3) years of experience to qualify for 
licensure1 as follows: 

Category A. 

AND 

Category B. One (1) year of supervised experience in an accredited school psychology degree 
program; 

OR 

Category C. One (1) year of full-time

Two (2) years of full-time (unsupervised) experience as a credentialed school 
psychologist2 . 

 experience as a credentialed school psychologist under 
the direction of an LEP or Licensed Psychologist2 (implied supervision). 

LEP experience requirements differ significantly from the other professions regulated by the 
Board. For example, the two (2) years of experience listed in category “A” above must be gained 
while holding a credential as a school psychologist, and must take place in a school setting. This 
may be why LEP law does not require this portion of the experience to be supervised, and does 
not require registration with the Board. The same is true for the one additional year of experience 
listed in category “C” above. 

The one year of supervised experience listed in category “B” above must take place in an 
accredited school psychology degree program, and IS required to be supervised. Although BBS 
law does not specify who must supervise, the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) 

1 Per Business and Professions Code section 4989.20 
2 Part-time experience may be accumulated if obtained within six (6) years. 
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requires supervision by a credentialed school psychologist who has at least two (2) years of full-
time experience. At least 1,200 hours of supervised experience is required in order to complete 
the degree program, and a written plan for supervision is required. See Attachment C for further 
details on CTC degree accreditation requirements. 

Functions Performed by School Psychologists 
Categories A and C require experience as a credentialed school psychologist. According to the 
CTC, school psychologists perform the following functions: 

• Developing and implementing prevention as well as intervention programs for individuals 
and groups of pupils 

• Consultation with school staff and parents 

• Counseling (individual, group, class, and crisis with pupils and parents) 
• Screening and assessment 
• Coordination of resources and programs 

• Interdisciplinary team membership 

• Assessing the effectiveness of instructional and behavioral interventions for individuals 
and groups of pupils 

Problems Identified 

Categories A, B and C: 
• Staff reports that experience has historically been, and continues to be, evaluated on a 

“school-year” basis (8 months). However, this is not stated in law and should be clarified 
based on the required school year length specified in the California Education Code. 

• Staff reports that “full-time” is assumed to be equal to at least 32 hours per week. 
However, this is not stated in law and should be clarified. Equivalent “part-time” 
experience has also not been defined. 

• The type of documentation necessary to verify required experience is not specified in law. 

Category B: 
Basic requirements for supervisors of experience gained in an accredited degree program are 
specified by the CTC, which requires two (2) years of full-time experience as a school 
psychologist. However, the laws do not address dual relationships or explicitly require the 
supervisor’s credential to be current and valid and not under suspension or probation. 

Category C: 
Experience as a school psychologist must be obtained under the “direction” (not supervision) of 
an LEP or licensed Psychologist. However, the laws do not address dual relationships or require 
the license of the individual directing the experience to be current and valid and not under 
suspension or probation. 

Proposed Regulatory Changes 

The proposed regulations would amend Title 16, California Code of Regulations section 1856, 
which addresses the required experience for LEP licensure as follows: 
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1. Improve Readability and Provide Clarification: Divide the regulation into three subdivisions (a, 
b and c), each of which would pertain to the three different experience categories outlined in 
BPC section 4989.20. This is necessary because each experience category is somewhat 
different, and clarification of certain aspects of each category’s requirements would be helpful 
for applicants and staff. 

2. Specify Required Documentation: Define the documentation that must be submitted to the 
Board to verify experience and coursework. 

3. Specify Requirements for Individuals Overseeing Experience: Require an individual who 
“supervises” or “directs” the experience listed under categories B or C to meet all of the 
following: 

• Possess a current and valid license or credential that was not under suspension or 
probation during the time the applicant was gaining experience. 

• Has not provided therapeutic services to the applicant (category C only - credential 
holders do not provide therapy outside of a school setting). 

• Is not related to the applicant, and is not the spouse or domestic partner of the applicant. 

• Did not have a personal or business relationship with the applicant which undermined the 
licensee’s or credential holder’s authority or effectiveness. 

4. Formalize and Define “School Year”: Define experience as being on a “school year” basis 
rather than “calendar year” as follows: 

• Section 41420 of the California Education Code requires a school year to consist of 175 
days or more, which equals 35 weeks. Staff currently uses “8 months” as equivalent to a 
school year, but this does not have a basis in the Education Code. 

• Staff currently assumes that “full-time” is equal to 32 or more hours per week. 

• Based on the above assumptions, the experience gained full-time during one school year 
would equal at least 1,120 hours (35 weeks x 32 hours per week=1,120 hours). 

5. Define “Full-time” and “Part-time” Equivalency: Define “full-time” experience (weekly number 
to be determined by the Committee) and define “equivalent part-time” experience. The 
following may help inform the Committee’s discussion/determination: 

• LMFT, LCSW and LPCC licensure require 3,000 hours of experience gained over a 
minimum of 104 weeks, which would average out to 29 hours per week if completed in 104 
weeks. 

• LEP experience is currently evaluated on a “school-year” basis (one year = 175 school 
days = 35 weeks) as follows: 

o “Full-time” is currently considered to be 32 hours per week, which equals 1,120 
hours per year, and a total of 3,360 hours of experience over the entire three (3) 
years required. 
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o “Equivalent part-time” experience is currently determined by prorating hours worked 
on a weekly basis against a standard “full-time” week. For example, if an applicant 
works 16 hours per week for 35 weeks, 16 part-time hours would be divided by 32 
full-time hours to obtain a percentage (16/32=.50). The number of weeks worked is 
then multiplied by the percentage to obtain the credited amount of experience (35 
weeks x .50=17.5 weeks). 

• The following definitions of “full-time” may be helpful in making the determination: 

o Dental Board - 40 hours per week (16 CCR § 1042). 

o Speech-Language Pathology Board - 30 hours per week (BPC § 2532.2(c)). 

o IRS (for purposes of the ACA) - 30 hours per week, or 130 hours per month. 

o California Labor Code - 40 hours per week (§ 515(c)). 

Recommendation 

Conduct an open discussion about the proposed amendments. Direct staff to make any discussed 
changes, and any non-substantive changes, and recommend to the full Board as regulatory 
proposal. 

Attachments 

A. Proposed Regulatory Amendments 

B. Relevant Statutes 

C. Commission on Teacher Credentialing – Excerpt from “Pupil Personnel Services Program 
Standards” 
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ATTACHMENT A 

PROPOSED LANGUAGE 

§1856. EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS EQUIVALENT TO THREE (3) YEARS FULL-
TIME EXPERIENCE AS CREDENTIALED SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST 

(a) Experience as a credentialed school psychologist, as required by section 4989.20(a)(5) of 
the Code, shall comply with all of the following: 

(a)(1) No more than one year of experience will be granted for any 12-month period. 

(2) Full-time experience is defined as ___ or more hours of experience per week. 

(b)(3) Part time experience may be accumulated provided that the experience is equivalent to 
two years of full time experience and is obtained within six (6) calendar years. Equivalent 
part-time experience shall be determined by prorating hours worked per week against a ___-
hour full-time week. 

(4) Applicants shall submit documentation of completed experience verified by an employee of 
the school or school district where the experience was gained, signed by the verifying 
employee under penalty of perjury. Such documentation shall include the school or school 
district’s name, telephone number and address, the title of the position occupied by the 
applicant, the start and end dates of the applicant’s experience, the number of hours worked 
per week, and the title of the verifying employee. 

(c)(5) Experience as a credentialed school psychologist employed by a parochial or private 
school may, at the board's discretion, be deemed equivalent to experience as a credentialed 
school psychologist in the public schools. 

(6) Applicants shall submit a copy of the school psychologist credential that indicates the 
applicant’s date of issuance. 

(b) Supervised professional experience gained in an accredited school psychology program, as 
required by section 4989.20(a)(6)(A) of the Code, shall comply with all of the following: 

(1) The pupil personnel services credential holder who supervises the applicant’s experience 
shall meet the following requirements: 

(A) Possessed a current and valid credential that was not under suspension or probation 
during the time the applicant was gaining the experience. 

(B) Is not related to the applicant, and is not the spouse or domestic partner of the 
applicant. 
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(C) Did not have a personal or business relationship with the applicant which undermined 
the supervisor’s authority or effectiveness. 

(2) Be verified by an employee of the school, school district, or other setting where the 
experience was gained, and shall be signed by the verifying employee under penalty of 
perjury. The verification shall include the name of the work setting, the telephone number and 
title of the verifying employee, the dates of the applicant’s experience, and the applicant’s 
course numbers and course titles associated with the supervised experience. 

(c) Experience as a credentialed school psychologist, gained under the direction of a licensed 
educational psychologist or licensed psychologist as required by section 4989.20(a)(6)(B) of the 
Code, shall comply with all of the following: 

(1) The licensed educational psychologist or licensed psychologist who directs the applicant’s 
experience shall meet the following requirements: 

(A) Possessed a current and valid license that was not under suspension or probation 
during the time the applicant was gaining experience. 

(B) Has not provided therapeutic services to the applicant, is not related to the applicant, 
and is not the spouse or domestic partner of the applicant. 

(C) Did not have a personal or business relationship with the applicant which undermined 
the licensee’s authority or effectiveness. 

(2) No more than one year of experience will be granted for any 12-month period. 

(3) Full-time experience is defined as ___ or more hours of experience per week. 

(4) Part time experience may be accumulated provided that the experience is equivalent to 
one year of full time experience. Equivalent part-time experience shall be determined by 
prorating hours worked per week against a ___-hour full-time week. 

(5) Applicants shall submit documentation of completed experience verified by the applicant’s 
supervisor and signed under penalty of perjury. The verification shall include the supervisor’s 
telephone number, license type, license number, date of license issuance, and the state or 
jurisdiction that issued the license. The verification shall also include the name and location of 
the school or school district where the experience was gained, the start and end dates of the 
applicant’s experience, and the number of hours worked per week. 

(6) Experience as a credentialed school psychologist employed by a parochial or private 
school may, at the board's discretion, be deemed equivalent to experience as a credentialed 
school psychologist in the public schools. 

(d) “One year” of experience is equal to one school year. “One school year” is determined by the 
number of school days required per year by the Education Code, divided by five in order to 
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determine the number of weeks. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 4990.20(a), Business and Professions Code. Reference: Section 
4982.20 4989.20, Business and Professions Code and Section 41420, Education Code. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS CODE 

§4989.20. LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS 

(a) The board may issue a license as an educational psychologist if the applicant satisfies, with 
proof satisfactory to the board, the following requirements: 

(1) Possession of, at minimum, a master's degree in psychology, educational psychology, 
school psychology, counseling and guidance, or a degree deemed equivalent by the board. 
This degree shall be obtained from an educational institution approved by the board 
according to the regulations adopted under this chapter. 

(2) Attainment of 18 years of age. 

(3) No commission of an act or crime constituting grounds for denial of licensure under 
Section 480. 

(4) Successful completion of 60 semester hours of postgraduate work in pupil personnel 
services. 

(5) Two years of full-time, or the equivalent to full-time, experience as a credentialed 
school psychologist in the public schools. The applicant shall not be credited with 
experience obtained more than six years prior to filing the application for licensure. 

(6) One of the following: 

(A) One year of supervised professional experience in an accredited school psychology 
program. 

(B) In addition to the requirements of paragraph (5), one year of full-time, or the 
equivalent to full-time, experience as a credentialed school psychologist in the public 
schools obtained under the direction of a licensed educational psychologist or a 
licensed psychologist. 

(7) Passage of an examination specified by the board. 
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III. Experience 

Practica and Field experience 

Supervised field experience is critical to the training of school psychologists at every stage of their 
development. Carefully structured and supervised experiences in schools and other appropriate 
settings allow trainees to observe experienced practitioners, practice initial skill development, and 
extend their skills. Field experience is also the primary means through which supervisors and more 
experienced mentors can deliver immediate and direct feedback and coaching essential to the 
development of professional skill and confidence. Prior to receiving a credential, professional 
experience and coursework are inextricably linked, and based on an explicit model of anticipated 
candidate development. 

Definition of Terms 

Practica (Singular = Practicum). Practica consists of a series of supervised experiences that occur 
prior to the field experience, are conducted in laboratory and or field-based settings, and provide for 
the application of knowledge and mastery of distinct skills. 

Field experience. The field experience is the culminating experience in the training of a school 
psychologist. It occurs after successful completion of the practica field experience and near or after 
successful completion of other program course requirements. 

Internship: The culminating field experience is called an “internship” when the candidate is issued an 
internship credential from the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing and receives a salary 
for services provided in a district. The types and breadth of activities the candidate obtains in the 
culminating field experience is the same regardless of whether or not the candidate receives a salary. 
Internships may be offered collaboratively by universities and school districts for prospective school 
psychologists. Interns are enrolled in an approved school psychology credential program while they 
serve under the supervision of experienced credentialed school psychologists from the district AND 
university trainers. During this one-year to two-year training period, each intern holds an internship 
credential that is granted by the Commission. 

Field Experience Settings. The four basic field experience settings for school psychologists include (a) 
preschool, (b) elementary, (c) middle school or junior high, and (d) high school. It is expected that 
candidates will complete field experiences in three (3) of these four (4) settings. A total of 150 hours 
is required for the second and third field experience settings when combining all practica and field 
experiences. 

Commission on Teacher Credentialing Handbook Revised 
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Standard 25 

Practica 

Candidates are provided the opportunity to engage in field-based activities in all areas of 
professional training. Specifically, candidates are provided with practica experiences in the areas of 
(a) collaboration and consultation, (b) wellness promotion, (c) counseling and crisis intervention, 
(d) individual assessment, (e) educational planning and evaluation, (f) program planning and 
evaluation, (g) and research and measurement. Candidates demonstrate the ability to select and 
apply core knowledge regarding psychological foundations, educational foundations, and legal, 
ethical, and professional foundations in their work in schools. 

Practica consists of a series of supervised experiences that occur prior to the field experience, are 
conducted in laboratory or field-based settings or both. They provide for the application of 
knowledge and mastery of distinct skills. There must be a systematic means of evaluating the 
practica experiences that seeks to ensure the acquisition of desired skills by pupils. 

A minimum of 450 clock hours of practicum is required according to the following standards and 
guidelines: 

1. A minimum of three hundred (300) clock hours in a preschool to grade 12 school setting 
providing direct and indirect pupil services. 

2. Up to 150 hours of experience may be offered through on-campus agencies (for example, child 
study center, psychology clinic, relevant educational research or evaluation activities), or 
community agencies (for example, private schools, community mental health centers). 

3. The supervision and principle responsibility for the practicum experience typically remains 
with faculty of the training program, in coordination with field-based professionals. Whether 
provided by faculty or a field-based professional, practicum supervision must be provided by 
an experienced (minimum of two years) professional who possesses background, training and 
credentials appropriate to the practicum experience. 

4. Practicum is offered for academic credit, or is a part of a course for which a candidate receives 
credit.  However organized, the experience is a direct extension of program training goals and 
objectives, and concurrent instruction is provided as a part of the experience. 

5. All practica experiences are evaluated. Practica evaluations are appropriate to the program 
objectives, whether the experience is accomplished through on-campus or off-campus 
placements or through practical application components of separate courses. The evaluation 
also seeks to clarify the utility of the experience in terms of setting, supervision, and 
appropriateness of experiences.  In this manner, the evaluation process is twofold, evaluating 
both the candidate’s progress and the suitability of the various characteristics of the 
experience. 

Commission on Teacher Credentialing Handbook Revised 
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The four basic field experience settings for school psychologists include (a) preschool, (b) 
elementary, (c) middle school/junior high, and (d) high school. It is expected that candidates will 
complete a total of 450 clock hours of practica and 1,200 clock hours of culminating field 
experience Although candidates are encouraged to obtain diverse field experiences, it is 
recognized that many candidates will accrue most of their 1,650 clock hours of field experience in 
one primary setting. To ensure that candidates have a breadth of field experience, candidates are 
required to complete a minimum of 200 clock hours across a second, third, or fourth field 
experience setting. These 200 hours can be accrued in both practica and the culminating field 
experience settings combined. 

Rationale 

Practica experiences are viewed as integral and essential components of professional training in 
school psychology. They provide opportunities for trainees to gain knowledge and skills most 
appropriately learned in the field, and to refine skills and clarify knowledge learned as a part of the 
university training program. Practica experiences must be of sufficient duration and intensity to allow 
for desired skill acquisition. They must also be provided in settings and under conditions appropriate 
to program objectives.  For example, courses or practica experiences designed to develop candidate 
skills in the area of individual assessment and educational planning and evaluation should include 
some school-based practice. This allows candidates to become familiar with such activities as 
classroom observation, interviewing of teachers and pupils, participation on Student Study and IEP 
Teams, consultation and intervention planning with parents and school staff, and other activities that 
only occur in schools. 

Questions to Consider 

The following questions are designed to assist accreditation team members during training and 
continuing accreditation reviews. They may also assist institutions in preparing proposals for initial 
accreditation of programs and self-study reports for continuing accreditation. 

• How are candidates provided a program of individualized and supervised field experiences that 
gives them the opportunity to practice skills acquired in coursework? 

• In what ways are candidates provided the opportunity to observe individual differences in 
cognitive, social, emotional and physical development by systematically observing pupils in 
different settings from early childhood through late adolescence? 

• How do field experience settings provide candidates the opportunity to become familiar with a 
wide range of classroom instructional settings designed for pupils from diverse backgrounds and 
with different abilities from preschool through high school? 

• To what extent are candidates provided the opportunity to develop effective interpersonal skills 
through interactions with pupils, parents, school staff and other professionals working with 
pupils? 

• In what ways do candidates receive regular evaluations regarding their field experience 
performance from field- and university-based supervisors? 

Commission on Teacher Credentialing Handbook Revised 
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• How do both field supervisors and university supervisors evaluate candidates’ readiness to 
assume the responsibilities involved in being an intern school psychologist? 
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Standard 26 

Culminating Field Experience 

During the culminating field experience, candidates have the opportunity to demonstrate the full 
range of skills acquired during formal training, and to acquire additional knowledge and skills most 
appropriately gained through supervised professional experience. Under the supervision of a 
credentialed school psychologist, candidates provide direct and indirect services to pupils, parents, 
and school staff in all areas of training. 

Note: This culminating field experience is called an “internship” when the candidate is granted an 
Internship Credential issued from the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing and receives 
a salary from a school district. 

A minimum of twelve hundred (1,200) clock hours of field experience is required according to the 
following standards and guidelines: 

1. The field experience is typically completed within one (1) academic year but shall be 
completed within no more than two (2) consecutive academic years. 

2. The field experience must include eight hundred (800) clock hours in a preschool-grade 12 
school setting providing direct and indirect services to pupils. 

3. Up to four hundred (400) hours of field experience may be acquired in other settings. Other 
acceptable field experiences may be acquired in (a) private, state-approved educational 
programs; (b) other appropriate mental health-related program settings involved in the 
education of pupils; or (c) relevant educational research or evaluation activities. 

4. Supervision and principle responsibility for the field experience typically is the responsibility of 
the off-campus educational agency, although training program faculty provides indirect 
supervision. 

5. A field-based professional holding a current and valid Pupil Personnel Services Credential 
authorizing service as a school psychologist provides intern supervision. The primary 
supervisor must have at least the equivalent of two (2) years of full-time experience as a school 
psychologist. A field experience placement site is approved by the candidate’s credential-
granting institution and provides experiences that are consistent with the credential-granting 
institution’s training objectives. In those few instances when an appropriate field experience 
site is located outside of California, the field experience site supervisor must be a Nationally 
Certified School Psychologist, or a graduate of a program approved by the National Association 
of School Psychologists. 
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6. A written plan for the field (or intern) experience is prepared and agreed upon by 
representatives of the local educational agency, the field (or intern) supervisor(s), training 
program supervisory staff. The field experience plan is completed early in the field experience 
and periodically reviewed and revised. The plan identifies the field experience objectives, 
describes appropriate experiences for the achievement of the objectives across settings, and 
outlines the evaluation plan for determining the achievement of each objective. The plan also 
delineates the responsibilities of both the university and the local supervisory personnel. 

7. Candidates receive academic credit for the field experience, and the experience is recognized 
primarily as a training activity with appropriate supervision by the cooperating school district. 
On-campus course work is reduced in proportion to the demands of the field experience. 

The four basic field experience settings for school psychologists include (a) preschool, (b) 
elementary, (c) middle school or junior high, and (d) high school. It is expected that candidates will 
complete a total of 450 clock hours of practica and 1,200 clock hours of culminating field 
experience (called “internship” when completed for pay using an Internship Credential). Although 
candidates are encouraged to obtain diverse field experiences, it is recognized that many 
candidates will accrue most of their 1,650 clock hours of field experience in one primary setting. To 
ensure that candidates have a breadth of field experience, candidates are required to complete a 
minimum of 200 clock hours across a second, third, or fourth field experience setting. These 200 
hours can be accrued in both practica and the culminating field experience (internship) settings 
combined. 

Rationale 
The field experience is critical to the development of well-trained and professional school 
psychologists. These 1,200 hours of supervised practice are consistent with the Standards for 
Training and Field Placement Programs established by the National Association of School 
Psychologists and they provide essential experiences that allows the candidate to develop 
competence, confidence and professional autonomy and identity. Prior to the field experience, 
candidates learn specific skills that are required for professional practice. During the field experience, 
the trainee has the opportunity to practice the skills that have been acquired, and learn those 
professional and interpersonal skills that can more specifically be acquired through on-the-job 
training. For this reason, a critical and defining characteristic of the field experience is the 
commitment to complete all 1,200 field experience hours in no more than two academic years. The 
field experience is an intense and diversified experience, as compared to a practica placements, and 
requires close supervision. 

Questions to Consider 

The following questions are designed to assist accreditation team members during training and 
continuing accreditation reviews. They may also assist institutions in preparing proposals for initial 
accreditation of programs and self-study reports for continuing accreditation. 

• How consistently do candidates participate in a field experience on a full-time basis over one 
year, or part-time over two years, accounting for a minimum of 1200 clock hours? [Eight hundred 
(800) clock hours must be spent in a preschool-to grade 12-school setting providing direct and 
indirect services to pupils. Four hundred (400) of the 1200 hours is can be completed other 
appropriate settings and activities as documented by institutional records.] 

Commission on Teacher Credentialing Handbook Revised 
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• How does the school setting(s) for the field experience provide for access to pupils across a 
broad age range, other pupil personnel services personnel functioning within a team framework, 
a full range of services for all pupils, and services for those pupils who have both high and low 
incidence disabilities? 

• To what extent has the institution made sure that field experience placements provide a broad 
and multifaceted experience and provide interns the opportunity to engage in the full range of 
activities expected of a school psychologist? These activities include but are not limited to: 

• developing and implementing prevention as well as intervention programs 
for individuals and groups of pupils; 

• consultation (with school staff and parents); 
• counseling, (individual, group, class, and crisis with pupils and parents); 
• screening and assessment; 
• coordination of resources, programs; 
• opportunities for interdisciplinary team membership; 
• opportunities to assess the effectiveness of instructional and behavioral 

interventions for individuals and groups of pupils; 
• opportunities to work with pupils from diverse socioeconomic, ethnic, and cultural 

backgrounds; and 
• opportunities for professional development (professional conferences and in-service 

training). 

• How specific and clearly written is the candidate’s plan for the field experience, describing the 
objectives, the evaluation plan and supervisory responsibilities of both field and university 
personnel? 

• How consistently do interns receive a minimum of two hours of supervision each week (prorated 
for part-time placements)? 
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Pupil Personnel Services Credential Overview 

School counselors, psychologists, social workers and attendance specialists share some common training 
(generic competencies shared by all PPS providers) and areas of responsibility pertaining to the personal 
and educational development of students. At the same time, each group of specialists has a distinct, 
primary function in the school. Pupil personnel professionals will acquire common and unique knowledge 
and skills in their chosen area of specialization.  However, the principal emphasis should be helping each 
pupil to be successful in school.  All programs should be designed in concert with the educational views 
of other members of the school staff and community: teachers, administrators, parents and key social 
agencies. 

In order to achieve greater depth of preparation in the distinct PPS specializations that are set forth in 
the Commission requirements, and concurrently to facilitate understanding and the cooperative 
interaction between the several PPS specializations, all programs consist of the following two major 
components: (1) a generic core, which gives emphasis to common PPS concepts, terminology, methods 
and interdisciplinary support, and (2) one, two or three advanced specializations in the areas of school 
counseling, school psychology and/or school social work, which are to be identified by the PPS credential 
candidate as a career choice upon initial enrollment in an approved program.  For candidates interested 
in performing child welfare and attendance services, an additional program component, providing 
preparation in this area, may be added by the preparation institution to the forgoing three 
specializations. 

All programs should give emphasis to interdisciplinary cooperation, support, and mutual understanding 
as essential elements in improving the school's services to pupils. 

According to reports by the California Basic Educational Data System (California Department of 
Education, January 2000), there were more than 10,000 full-time pupil personnel service specialists 
working in California public schools.  These include 6,391 school counselors; 3,568 school psychologists, 
and 166 school social workers.  No current data are available on the number of child welfare and 
attendance providers because they are not included in the CBEDS database. 

In 1998-99, the Commission issued over 1200 Pupil Personal Services Credentials.  As of January 2001, 37 
different colleges and universities offered 66 Pupil Personnel Services Credential Programs in California. 
About a third of the colleges and universities offering these programs offered at least two PPS programs. 
In January 2001 there were 34 programs in school counseling, 24 programs in school psychology, and 10 
programs in school social work.  Nine of the 64 programs also offered the Child Welfare and Attendance 
Credential. PPS Credential Programs were offered at 17 California State University campuses, 4 
Universities of California and 16 private colleges and universities. 

School Counselors 

The primary roles of school counselors are to provide educational counseling services in grades 12 and 
below, including preschool, and in programs organized primarily for adults. Those services would include 
the following: develop, plan, implement and evaluate a school counseling and guidance program that 
includes academic, career, personal and social development; advocate for the high academic 
achievement and social development of all students; provide school-wide prevention and intervention 
strategies and counseling services; provide consultation, training and staff development to teachers and 
parents regarding students’ needs; and supervise a district-approved advisory program as described in 
Education Code Section 49600. 
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The credential requirements for school counselors are: a baccalaureate degree, post-baccalaureate study 
consisting of a minimum of 48 semester (72 quarter) hours in a Commission-approved professional 
preparation program specializing in school counseling, including a practicum with school-aged children, 
and passage of the CBEST. 

School Psychologists 

The primary roles of school psychologists are to provide psychological services in grades 12 and below, 
including preschool, and in programs organized primarily for adults. Those services would include the 
following: provide services that enhance academic performance; design strategies and programs to 
address problems of adjustment; consult with other educators and parents on issues of social 
development, behavioral and academic difficulties; conduct psycho-educational assessments for 
purposes of identifying special needs; provide psychological counseling for individuals, groups and 
families; and coordinate intervention strategies for management of individual and school-wide crises. 

The credential requirements for school psychologists are: a baccalaureate degree, post-baccalaureate 
study consisting of a minimum of 60 semester (90 quarter) hours in a Commission-approved professional 
preparation program specializing in school psychology, including a practicum with school-aged children, 
and passage of the CBEST 

School Social Workers 

The primary roles of school social worker are to provide social work services in grades 12 and below, 
including preschool, and in programs organized primarily for adults. Those services would include the 
following: assess home, school, personal and community factors that may affect a student’s learning; 
identify and provide intervention strategies for children and their families, including counseling, case 
management, and crisis intervention; consult with teachers, administrators and other school staff 
regarding social and emotional needs of students; and coordinate family, school and community 
resources on behalf of students. 

The credential requirements for school social workers are: a baccalaureate degree, post-baccalaureate 
study consisting of a minimum of 45 semester (60 quarter) hours in a Commission-approved professional 
preparation program specializing in school social work, including a practicum with school aged children, 
and passage of the CBEST. 

Child Welfare and Attendance Supervisors 

The primary roles of child welfare and attendance providers are to provide services in grades 12 and 
below, including preschool, and in programs organized primarily for adults. Those services would include 
the following: access appropriate services from both public and private providers, including law 
enforcement and social services; provide staff development to school personnel regarding state and 
federal laws pertaining to due process and child welfare and attendance laws; address school policies and 
procedures that inhibit academic success; implement strategies to improve student attendance; 
participate in school-wide reform efforts; and promote understanding and appreciation of those factors 
that affect the attendance of culturally-diverse student populations. 

Commission on Teacher Credentialing Handbook Revised 
Pupil Personnel Services Program Standards 121 July, 2017 
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1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 574-7830, (916) 574-8625 Fax 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

To: Policy and Advocacy Committee Members Date: October 9, 2017 

From: Christy Berger 
Regulatory Analyst 

Telephone: (916) 574-7817 

Subject: Add Fee for Subsequent PCCI Registrations 

The first Professional Clinical Counselor Intern (PCCI) registrations were issued in January 2011. 
These registrations will soon be reaching their maximum allowable time span. Business and 
Professions Code (BPC) section 4999.45 limits an intern registration to five renewals (for a total 
of 6 years), but also allows for the ability to obtain a subsequent registration, which also has a 
maximum of six years. When staff was developing the application for subsequent registration, we 
found that the law which sets the intern application fee was in need of clarification. 

LPCC statute sets the maximum “intern application” fee at $150 (4999.120(b)), and regulations 
specify the actual fee of ($100) for a PCCI “initial application” (Title 16, California Code of 
Regulations (CCR) section 1816.1(e)). 

The proposed regulatory change would clarify that this fee is for both initial and subsequent intern 
registration applications. 

Recommendation 

Conduct an open discussion regarding the proposed amendment. Direct staff to make any 
discussed changes and any non-substantive changes, and bring to the Board for consideration as 
a regulatory proposal. 
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ATTACHMENT 

PROPOSED LANGUAGE 

§ 1816.1. INITIAL LICENSE AND REGISTRATION FEES 

(a) The fee for initial issuance of the marriage and family therapist license shall be one hundred 
thirty dollars ($130.00). 

(b) The fee for initial issuance of the licensed educational psychologist license shall be eighty 
dollars ($80.00). 

(c) The fee for initial issuance of the licensed clinical social worker license shall be one hundred 
dollars ($100.00). 

(d) The fee for initial issuance of the licensed professional clinical counselor license shall be two 
hundred dollars ($200.00). 

(e) The fee for initial application of the professional clinical counselor intern registration 
application shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00). 

Note: Authority Cited: Sections 4980.60, and 4990.20 (a), Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 
4984.7, 4989.68, 4996.3, 4996.18, and 4999.120, Business and Professions Code. 
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1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 574-7830, (916) 574-8625 Fax 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

To: Committee Members Date: October 3, 2017 

From: Rosanne Helms 
Legislative Analyst 

Telephone: (916) 574-7897 

Subject: Review of Board-Sponsored and Monitored Legislation 

The 2017 legislative session is now complete. The following is a summary of the outcomes for 
bills that the Board sponsored, supported, or monitored. 

BOARD-SPONSORED LEGISLATION 

The Board sponsored the following legislative proposals: 

1. AB 93 (Medina) Healing Arts: Marriage and Family Therapists: Clinical Social 
Workers: Professional Clinical Counselors: Required Experience and Supervision 

This bill proposal represents the work of the Board’s Supervision Committee. Its 
amendments focus on strengthening the qualifications of supervisors, supervisor 
responsibilities, types of supervision that may be provided, and acceptable work settings for 
supervisees. The bill also strives to make the Board’s supervision requirements more 
consistent across its licensed professions. 

This bill proposal was approved by the Board at its November 4, 2016 meeting. Minor 
technical amendments to the bill were approved at the Board’s March 3, 2017 meeting. 

Status: AB 93 is a two-year bill. 

2. SB 800 (Senate Business, Professions, and Economic Development Committee) 
Professions and Vocations (Omnibus Bill) 

This proposal, approved by the Board at its November 4, 2016 meeting, makes minor, 
technical, and non-substantive amendments to add clarity and consistency to current 
licensing law. 

Status: This bill is enrolled and is awaiting a decision by the Governor. 
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BOARD-SUPPORTED LEGISLATION 

1. AB 191 (Wood): Mental Health: Involuntary Treatment 

This bill adds licensed marriage and family therapists and licensed professional clinical 
counselors to the list of professionals who are authorized to be the secondary signatory 
to extend involuntary commitments, under certain circumstances. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board took a “support” position on this bill. 

Status: This bill was signed by the Governor (Chapter 184, Statutes of 2017). 

2. AB 456 (Thurmond): Healing Arts: Associate Clinical Social Workers 

This bill would extend the Board’s “90-day rule” to applicants for registration as an associate 
clinical social worker (ASW). Currently, the 90-day rule allows applicants for registration as 
a marriage and family therapist intern or a professional clinical counselor intern to count 
post degree hours of supervised experience before receiving a registration number, as long 
as they apply for their intern registration within 90 days of the granting of their qualifying 
degree. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board took a “support” position on this bill. 

Status: This is a two-year bill. 

3. AB 508 (Santiago): Health Care Practitioners: Student Loans 

This bill removes a healing art board’s ability to issue a citation and fine and its ability to 
deny an application for a license or renewal of a license due to the licensee or applicant 
being in default on a U.S. Department of Health and Human Services education loan. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board took a “support” position on this bill. 

Status: This bill was signed by the Governor (Chapter 195, Statutes of 2017). 

4. AB 1116 (Grayson): Peer Support and Crisis Referral Services Act 

This bill establishes that a communication between an emergency service personnel worker 
and a peer support team member, crisis hotline staffer, or a crisis referral service staffer is 
privileged for a noncriminal proceeding to the same extent and limitations as a 
communication between a patient and a psychotherapist. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board took a “support” position on this bill. 

Status: This is a two-year bill. 

5. AB 1188 (Nazarian): Health Professions Development: Loan Repayment 

This bill would increase the Mental Health Practitioner Education Fund fee that licensed 
marriage and family therapists and licensed clinical social workers pay upon license renewal 
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from $10 to $20. It would also require LPCCs to pay a $20 fee into the fund upon renewal, 
and would allow LPCCs and PCC interns to apply for the loan repayment grant if they work 
in a mental health professional shortage area. 
At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board took a “support if amended” position on this bill, 
asking for minor amendments and a delayed implementation until July 1, 2018. Since the 
Board meeting, the Board’s requested amendments were made, and therefore the Board 
now has a “support” position. 

Status: This bill is enrolled and is awaiting a decision by the Governor. 

6. AB 1372 (Levine): Health Professions Development: Loan Repayment 

This bill allows a certified crisis stabilization unit that provides specialty mental health 
services, at its discretion, to provide medically necessary crisis stabilization services to 
individuals beyond the allowable treatment time of 24 hours under certain circumstances. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board took a “support” position on this bill. 

Status: This is a two-year bill. 

7. AB 1591 (Berman): Medi-Cal: Federally Qualified Health Centers and Rural Health 
Centers: Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor 

This bill would allow Medi-Cal reimbursement for covered mental health services provided 
by a licensed professional clinical counselor employed by a federally qualified health center 
or a rural health clinic. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board took a “support” position on this bill. 

Status: This bill is enrolled and is awaiting a decision by the Governor. 

8. SB 27 (Morrell): Professions and Vocations: Licensees: Military Service 

This bill would require licensing boards within the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) to 
grant fee waivers for the application for and issuance of an initial license to an applicant 
who has served as an active duty member of the California National Guard or the U.S. 
Armed Forces and was honorably discharged. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board took a “support” position on this bill. 

Status: This is a two-year bill. 

9. SB 244 (Lara): Privacy: Agencies: Personal Information 

This bill would provide additional privacy protections for personal information that is 
submitted to state agencies from an applicant for public services or programs. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board took a “support” position on the May 3, 2017 version 
of this bill. Amendments have been made to the bill since that time, some of which may be 
substantive. 

Status: This is a two-year bill. 
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10. SB 374 (Newman): Health Insurance: Discriminatory Practices: Mental Health 

This bill grants the Department of Insurance the authority to require that large group health 
insurance policies and individual or small group health insurance policies must provide all 
covered mental health and substance use disorder benefits in compliance with federal law. 
This is parallel to current authority already given to the Department of Managed Health Care 
for its regulation of large, individual or small group health care service plans. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board took a “support” position on this bill. 

Status: This bill was signed by the Governor (Chapter 162, Statutes of 2017). 

BOARD-MONITORED LEGISLATION 

1. AB 89 (Levine) Psychologists: Suicide Prevention Training 

This bill requires, beginning January 1, 2020, an applicant for licensure as a psychologist, or 
a licensed psychologist, upon renewal of his or her license, to demonstrate completion of at 
least six hours of coursework or supervised experience in suicide risk assessment and 
intervention. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board decided to remain neutral on this bill. 

Status: This bill was signed by the Governor (Chapter 182, Statutes of 2017). 

2. AB 700 (Jones-Sawyer) Public Health: Alcoholism or Drug Abuse Recovery: 
Substance Use Disorder Counseling 

This bill would establish a career ladder for substance use disorder counselors, with 
classifications for substance use disorder counselor certification or registration. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board discussed the bill, and requested an amendment to 
clarify that Board trainees and registrants do not have to have a substance use disorder 
certification to engage in the practice of substance use disorder counseling. This 
amendment has now been made. 

Status: This is a two-year bill. 

3. AB 767 (Quirk-Silva) Master Business License Act 

This bill creates a master business license system under the Governor’s Office of Business 
and Economic Development. It would allow a person who needs to apply for more than one 
business license to submit a single master application through GO-Biz, which would then 
distribute the application information to the various relevant licensing entities. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board decided to take a “support if amended” position on 
this bill, and ask that the Board be exempted from the bill’s provisions. 

Status: This is a two-year bill. 
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4. SB 715 (Newman) Department of Consumer Affairs: Regulatory Boards: Removal of 
Board Members 

This bill would allow the Governor to remove a board member appointed by him or her for 
failure to attend board meetings. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board decided to watch this bill. 

Status: This is a two-year bill. 

5. SB 762 (Hernandez) Healing Arts Licensee: License Activation Fee: Waiver 

This bill would require all healing arts boards under the Department of Consumer Affairs 
(DCA) to waive the renewal fee for an inactive licensee returning to active status, if the 
licensee will solely be providing voluntary, unpaid services to indigent patients in medically 
underserved or critical-need population areas. 

At its May 12, 2017 meeting, the Board took an “oppose unless amended” position on this 
bill, asking that it be excluded from the bill’s provisions. 

Status: This is a two-year bill. 

Updated: October 2, 2017 
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1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S-200 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 574-7830, (916) 574-8625 Fax 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

To: Policy and Advocacy Committee Members Date: October 5, 2017 

From: Christy Berger 
Regulatory Analyst 

Telephone: (916) 574-7817 

Subject: Status of Rulemaking Proposals 

CURRENT REGULATORY PROPOSALS 

Application Processing Times and Registrant Advertising 

This proposal would amend the Board’s advertising regulations in line with SB 1478 (Chapter 
489, Statutes of 2016) which changes the term “intern” to “associate” effective January 1, 2018, 
and makes several technical changes. This proposal would also amend the regulation that sets 
forth minimum and maximum application processing time frames. 

The final proposal was approved by the Board at its meeting in November 2016. The proposal 
has completed the new “initial review phase” process required by DCA, and was published in 
the California Regulatory Notice Register on July 7, 2017. The 45-day public comment period 
has ended, and the public hearing was held on August 22, 2017. The rulemaking package is 
currently in the final phase of the regulation process. 

Contact Information; Application Requirements; Incapacitated Supervisors 

This proposal would: 

• Require all registrants and licensees to provide and maintain a current, confidential 
telephone number and email address with the Board. 

• Codify the Board’s current practice of requiring applicants for registration or licensure to 
provide the Board with a public mailing address, and ask applicants for a confidential 
telephone number and email address. 

• Codify the Board’s current practice of requiring applicants to provide documentation that 
demonstrates compliance with legal mandates, such as official transcripts; to submit a 
current photograph; and for examination candidates to sign a security agreement. 

• Require certain applications and forms to be signed under penalty of perjury. 

• Provide standard procedures for cases where a registrant’s supervisor dies or is 
incapacitated before the completed hours of experience have been signed off. 
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The proposal was approved by the Board at its meeting in March 2017, and is in the new “initial 
review phase” process required by DCA, which can take up to four months. Upon completion of 
the DCA review, the proposal will be submitted to OAL for publishing to initiate the 45-day public 
comment period. 

Enforcement 
This proposal would result in updates to the Board’s disciplinary process. It would also make 
updates to the Board’s “Uniform Standards Related to Substance Abuse and Disciplinary 
Guidelines (Revised October 2015),” which are incorporated by reference into the Board’s 
regulations. The proposed changes fall into three general categories: 

1. Amendments seeking to strengthen certain penalties that are available to the Board; 

2. Amendments seeking to update regulations or the Uniform Standards/Guidelines in 
response to statutory changes to the Business and Professions Code; and 

3. Amendments to clarify language that has been identified as unclear or needing further 
detail. 

The proposal was approved by the Board at its meeting in February 2017, and is in the new 
“initial review phase” process required by DCA. Upon completion of the DCA review, the 
proposal will be submitted to OAL for publishing to initiate the 45-day public comment period. 
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	AMEND §4980.72.

	§4980.78. SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT EDUCATION; COURSEWORK REQUIRED OF APPLICANTS NOT LICENSED OUTSIDE OF CALIFORNIA
	(a) This section applies to persons who apply for licensure or registration on or after January 1, 2016, and who do not hold a license as described in Section 4980.72.
	(b) For purposes of Section 4980.74, education is substantially equivalent if all of the following requirements are met:
	(1) The degree is obtained from a school, college, or university accredited by a regional or national institutional accrediting agency that is recognized by the United States Department of Education and consists of, at a minimum, the following:
	(A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4980.36, the degree shall contain no less than 60 semester or 90 quarter units of instruction.
	(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remediated, if missing from the degree. The remediation may occur while the applicant is registered as an intern.
	(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4980.37, the degree shall contain no less than 48 semester units or 72 quarter units of instruction.
	(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of supervised practicum, including, but not limited to, a minimum of 150 hours of face-to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups, and an additional 75 hours of either face-to-face ex...
	(D) Twelve semester or 18 quarter units in the areas of marriage, family, and child counseling and marital and family systems approaches to treatment, as specified in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 4980.36.
	(2) The applicant shall complete coursework in California law and ethics as follows:
	(A) An applicant who completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage and family therapists as specified in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81, that did not contain instruction in California law and ethics, shall complet...
	(B) An applicant who has not completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage and family therapists as specified in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81 shall complete this required coursework. The coursework shall contain...
	(3) The applicant completes the educational requirements specified in Section 4980.81 not already completed in his or her education. The coursework may be from an accredited school, college, or university as specified in paragraph (1), from an educati...
	(4) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her education from an accredited school, college, or university as specified in paragraph (1) from an educational institution approved by the Bureau for Private Posts...
	(A) At least three semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction regarding the principles of mental health recovery-oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice environments, including structured meetings with various cons...
	(B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that includes an understanding of various California cultures and the social and psychological implications of socioeconomic position.
	(5) An applicant may complete any units and course content requirements required under paragraphs (3) and (4) not already completed in his or her education while registered as an intern, unless otherwise specified.
	(6) The applicant’s degree title need not be identical to that required by subdivision (b) of Section 4980.36.

	§4980.79. SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT EDUCATION; COURSEWORK REQUIRED OF APPLICANTS LICENSED OUTSIDE OF CALIFORNIA
	(a) This section applies to persons who apply for licensure or registration on or after January 1, 2016, and who hold a license as described in Section 4980.72.
	(b) For purposes of Section 4980.72, education is substantially equivalent if all of the following requirements are met:
	(1) The degree is obtained from a school, college, or university accredited by a regional or national institutional accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of Education and consists of, at a minimum, the following:
	(A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4980.36, the degree shall contain no less than 60 semester or 90 quarter units of instruction.
	(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remediated, if missing from the degree. The remediation may occur while the applicant is registered as an intern.
	(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4980.37, the degree shall contain no less than 48 semester or 72 quarter units of instruction.
	(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of supervised practicum, including, but not limited to, a minimum of 150 hours of face-to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups, and an additional 75 hours of either face-to-face ex...
	(i) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for at least two years in clinical practice, as verified by the board, is exempt from this requirement.
	(ii) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for less than two years in clinical practice, as verified by the board, who does not meet the supervised practicum requirement, shall remediate it by obtaining 150 hours of face-to-face experience c...
	(D) Twelve semester or 18 quarter units in the areas of marriage, family, and child counseling and marital and family systems approaches to treatment, as specified in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 4980.36.
	(2) An applicant shall complete coursework in California law and ethics as follows:
	(A) An applicant who completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage and family therapists as specified in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81 that did not include instruction in California law and ethics, shall complete...
	(B) An applicant who has not completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage and family therapists as specified in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81 shall complete this required coursework. The coursework shall include...
	(3) The applicant completes the educational requirements specified in Section 4980.81 not already completed in his or her education. The coursework may be from an accredited school, college, or university as specified in paragraph (1), from an educati...
	(4) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her education from an accredited school, college, or university as specified in paragraph (1) above, from an educational institution approved by the Bureau for Privat...
	(A) At least three semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction pertaining to the principles of mental health recovery-oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice environments, including structured meetings with various ...
	(B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that includes an understanding of various California cultures and the social and psychological implications of socioeconomic position.
	(5) An applicant's degree title need not be identical to that required by subdivision (b) of Section 4980.36.
	(6) An applicant may complete any units and course content requirements required under paragraphs (3) and (4) not already completed in his or her education while registered as an intern, unless otherwise specified.

	AMEND BPC §4990.30. PETITION FOR REINSTATEMENT OR MODIFICATION OF PENALTY
	§4992. LICENSE APPLICATION; FEES
	AMEND §4996.17.

	AMEND BPC §4999.14. DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION; DUTIES OF THE BOARD
	AMEND BPC §4999.22. CONSTRUCTION WITH OTHER LAWS; NONAPPLICATION TO CERTAIN PROFESSIONALS AND EMPLOYEES
	§4999.32. QUALIFICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION AND EXAMINATION ELIGIBILITY; GRADUATE COURSEWORK BEGINNING BEFORE AUGUST 1, 2012 AND COMPLETED BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2018
	(a) This section shall apply to applicants for examination eligibility or registration who beginbegan graduate study before August 1, 2012, and completecompleted that study on or before December 31, 2018. Those applicants may alternatively qualify und...
	(b) To qualify for examination eligibility or registration, applicants shall possess a master’s or doctoral degree that is counseling or psychotherapy in content and that meets the requirements of this section, obtained from an accredited or approved ...
	(c) The degree described in subdivision (b) shall contain not less than 48 graduate semester or 72 graduate quarter units of instruction, which shall, except as provided in subdivision (d), include all of the following:
	(1) The equivalent of at least three semester units or four and one-half quarter units of graduate study in each of the following core content areas:
	(A) Counseling and psychotherapeutic theories and techniques, including the counseling process in a multicultural society, an orientation to wellness and prevention, counseling theories to assist in selection of appropriate counseling interventions, m...
	(B) Human growth and development across the lifespan, including normal and abnormal behavior and an understanding of developmental crises, disability, psychopathology, and situational and environmental factors that affect both normal and abnormal beha...
	(C) Career development theories and techniques, including career development decisionmaking models and interrelationships among and between work, family, and other life roles and factors, including the role of multicultural issues in career development.
	(D) Group counseling theories and techniques, including principles of group dynamics, group process components, developmental stage theories, therapeutic factors of group work, group leadership styles and approaches, pertinent research and literature,...
	(E) Assessment, appraisal, and testing of individuals, including basic concepts of standardized and nonstandardized testing and other assessment techniques, norm-referenced and criterion-referenced assessment, statistical concepts, social and cultural...
	(F) Multicultural counseling theories and techniques, including counselors’ roles in developing cultural self-awareness, identity development, promoting cultural social justice, individual and community strategies for working with and advocating for d...
	(G) Principles of the diagnostic process, including differential diagnosis, and the use of current diagnostic tools, such as the current edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, the impact of co-occurring substance use disorders or medical ps...
	(H) Research and evaluation, including studies that provide an understanding of research methods, statistical analysis, the use of research to inform evidence-based practice, the importance of research in advancing the profession of counseling, and st...
	(I) Professional orientation, ethics, and law in counseling, including professional ethical standards and legal considerations, licensing law and process, regulatory laws that delineate the profession’s scope of practice, counselor-client privilege, c...
	(2) In addition to the course requirements described in paragraph (1), a minimum of 12 semester units or 18 quarter units of advanced coursework to develop knowledge of specific treatment issues, special populations, application of counseling construc...
	(3) Not less than six semester units or nine quarter units of supervised practicum or field study experience that involves direct client contact in a clinical setting that provides a range of professional clinical counseling experience, including the ...
	(A) Applied psychotherapeutic techniques.
	(B) Assessment.
	(C) Diagnosis.
	(D) Prognosis.
	(E) Treatment.
	(F) Issues of development, adjustment, and maladjustment.
	(G) Health and wellness promotion.
	(H) Other recognized counseling interventions.
	(I) A minimum of 150 hours of face-to-face supervised clinical experience counseling individuals, families, or groups.
	(d) (1) (A) An applicant whose degree is deficient in no more than two of the required areas of study listed in subparagraphs (A) to (I), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) may satisfy those deficiencies by successfully completing post-mas...
	(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), no applicant shall be deficient in the required areas of study specified in subparagraphs (E) or (G) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c).
	(2) Coursework taken to meet deficiencies in the required areas of study listed in subparagraphs (A) to (I), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) shall be the equivalent of three semester units or four and one-half quarter units of study.
	(3) The board shall make the final determination as to whether a degree meets all requirements, including, but not limited to, course requirements, regardless of accreditation.
	(e) In addition to the degree described in this section, or as part of that degree, an applicant shall complete the following coursework or training prior to registration as an intern:
	(1) A minimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in alcoholism and other chemical substance abuse dependency, as specified by regulation.
	(2) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training or coursework in human sexuality as specified in Section 25, and any regulations promulgated thereunder.
	(3) A two semester unit or three quarter unit survey course in psychopharmacology.
	(4) A minimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention strategies, including knowledge of community resources, cultural factors, and same gender abuse dynamics.
	(5) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework in child abuse assessment and reporting as specified in Section 28 and any regulations adopted thereunder.
	(6) A minimum of 18 contact hours of instruction in California law and professional ethics for professional clinical counselors that includes, but is not limited to, instruction in advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of mino...
	(7) A minimum of 10 contact hours of instruction in aging and long-term care, which may include, but is not limited to, the biological, social, and psychological aspects of aging. On and after January 1, 2012, this coursework shall include instruction...
	(8) A minimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in crisis or trauma counseling, including multidisciplinary responses to crises, emergencies, or disasters, and brief, intermediate, and long-term approaches.
	(f) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2019, and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute that is enacted before January 1, 2019, deletes or extends that date.

	AMEND BPC §4999.48. RULES AND REGULATIONS
	AMEND §4999.60.

	§4999.62. SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT EDUCATION; ADDITIONAL COURSEWORK; NON-LICENSE HOLDER
	(a) This section applies to persons who apply for examination eligibility or registration on or after January 1, 2016, and who do not hold a license as described in Section 4999.60.
	(b) For purposes of Section 4999.61, education is substantially equivalent if all of the following requirements are met:
	(1) The degree is obtained from an accredited or approved institution, as defined in Section 4999.12, and consists of, at a minimum, the following:
	(A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4999.33 the degree shall contain no less than 60 graduate semester or 90 graduate quarter units of instruction.
	(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remediated, if missing from the degree. The remediation may occur while the applicant is registered as an intern.
	(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4999.32 the degree shall contain no less than 48 graduate semester or 72 graduate quarter units of instruction.
	(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of supervised practicum or field study experience, including, but not limited to, a minimum of 280 hours of face-to-face supervised clinical experience counseling individuals, families, or groups.
	(D) The required areas of study listed in subparagraphs (A) to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33.
	(i) (I) An applicant whose degree is deficient in no more than six of the required areas of study listed in subparagraphs (A) to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 may satisfy those deficiencies by successfully comp...
	(II) Notwithstanding subclause (I), no applicant shall be deficient in the required areas of study specified in subparagraphs (E) or (G) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33.
	(ii) An applicant who completed a course in professional orientation, ethics, and law in counseling as required by subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 that did not contain instruction in California law and ethics sh...
	(iii) An applicant who has not completed a course in professional orientation, ethics, and law in counseling as required by subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 shall complete this required coursework, including cont...
	(2) The applicant completes any units required by subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 not already completed in his or her education as follows:
	(A) At least 15 semester units or 22.5 quarter units of advanced coursework to develop knowledge of specific treatment issues or special populations. This coursework is in addition to the course requirements described in subparagraph (D) of paragraph ...
	(B) Coursework shall be from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 4999.12.
	(3) (A) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her education:
	(i) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training in human sexuality, as specified in Section 25 and any regulations promulgated thereunder, including the study of the physiological, psychological, and social cultural variables associated with sexual beha...
	(ii) A minimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, intervention strategies, and same-gender abuse dynamics.
	(iii) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework in child abuse assessment and reporting as specified in Section 28 and any regulations promulgated thereunder.
	(iv) A minimum of 10 contact hours of instruction in aging and long-term care, including biological, social, cognitive, and psychological aspects of aging. This coursework shall include instruction on the assessment and reporting of, as well as treatm...
	(B) This coursework may be from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 4999.12, or from a continuing education provider that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4999.76. Undergraduate coursework sha...
	(4) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her education from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 4999.12, or from a continuing education provider that is acceptable ...
	(A) At least three semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction regarding the principles of mental health recovery-oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice environments, including structured meetings with various cons...
	(B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that includes an understanding of various California cultures and the social and psychological implications of socioeconomic position.
	(5) An applicant may complete any units and course content requirements required under paragraphs (2), (3), or (4) not already completed in his or her education while registered with the board as an intern.

	§4999.63. SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT EDUCATION; ADDITIONAL COURSEWORK; LICENSE HOLDER
	(a) This section applies to persons who apply for examination eligibility or registration on or after January 1, 2016, and who hold a license as described in Section 4999.60.
	(b) For purposes of Section 4999.60, education is substantially equivalent if all of the following requirements are met:
	(1) The degree is obtained from an accredited or approved institution, as defined in Section 4999.12, and consists of the following:
	(A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4999.33 the degree shall contain no less than 60 graduate semester or 90 graduate quarter units of instruction.
	(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remediated, if missing from the degree. The remediation may occur while the applicant is registered as an intern.
	(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 4999.32 the degree shall contain no less than 48 graduate semester or 72 graduate quarter units of instruction.
	(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of supervised practicum or field study experience, including, but not limited to, a minimum of 280 hours of face-to-face supervised clinical experience counseling individuals, families, or groups.
	(i) An applicant who has been licensed for at least two years in clinical practice, as verified by the board, is exempt from this requirement.
	(ii) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for less than two years in clinical practice, as verified by the board, who does not meet the supervised practicum or field study experience requirement, shall remediate the requirement by demonstra...
	(D) The required areas of study specified in subparagraphs (A) to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33.
	(i) (I) An applicant whose degree is deficient in no more than six of the required areas of study specified in subparagraphs (A) to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 may satisfy those deficiencies by successfully c...
	(II) Notwithstanding subclause (I), no applicant shall be deficient in the required areas of study specified in subparagraphs (E) or (G) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33.
	(ii) An applicant who completed a course in professional orientation, ethics, and law in counseling as required by subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 that did not contain instruction in California law and ethics sh...
	(iii) An applicant who has not completed a course in professional orientation, ethics, and law in counseling as required by subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 shall complete this required coursework, including cont...
	(2) The applicant completes any units required under subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 not already completed in his or her education as follows:
	(A) At least 15 semester units or 22.5 quarter units of advanced coursework to develop knowledge of specific treatment issues or special populations. This coursework is in addition to the course requirements described in subparagraph (D) of paragraph ...
	(B) Coursework shall be from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 4999.12.
	(3) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her education:
	(A) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training in human sexuality, as specified in Section 25 and any regulations promulgated thereunder, including the study of the physiological, psychological, and social cultural variables associated with sexual beha...
	(B) A minimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, intervention strategies, and same-gender abuse dynamics.
	(C) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework in child abuse assessment and reporting as specified in Section 28 and any regulations promulgated under that section.
	(D) A minimum of 10 contact hours of instruction in aging and long-term care, including biological, social, cognitive, and psychological aspects of aging. This coursework shall include instruction on the assessment and reporting of, as well as treatme...
	(E) This coursework may be from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 4999.12, or from a continuing education provider that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4999.76. Undergraduate coursework sha...
	(4) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her education from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 4999.12, or from a continuing education provider that is acceptable ...
	(A) At least three semester units or 45 hours of instruction regarding the principles of mental health recovery-oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice environments, including structured meetings with various consum...
	(B) At least one semester unit or 15 hours of instruction that includes an understanding of various California cultures and the social and psychological implications of socioeconomic position.
	(5) An applicant may complete any units and course content requirements required by subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1) or paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) not already completed in his or her education while registered with the board as an intern, unless ot...

	AMEND BPC §4999.100.
	AMEND FAMILY CODE SECTION §6924.
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